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PREFACE. 


I T is time the attention of the Legiflatureof this kingdom 
fhould be awakened to the concerns of Britifh fubjedts in 
the Eaft Indies, which, not with {landing all that has been 
faid or written concerning India affairs, feem to have Iain 
negledted, as if thofe diftant individuals were not members of 
the fame body-politic, or did not deferve the care of the mo¬ 
ther-country, while this government as yet receives every ad¬ 
vantage it choofes from them as fubjedts. 

All the inquiries which have hitherto been made, either by 
Government or the Eaft India Proprietors, have flopped fhort 
at fome temporary expedient. No permanent fyftem has been 
yet adopted for the fecurity of thofe dominions ; and the 
knowledge which the members of the Legiflature have had the 
opportunities of obtaining, upon thofe inquiries, has been in 
general very infufficient for forming a right judgment of the 
internal danger to which thofe poffeffions are expofed, or of 
the remedies neceffary for removing the evils felt, or to pre¬ 
vent fuch as may -be dreaded ; but if due cave be not fpeedily 
taken, the nation will not only be foon deprived of the re- 
fources at prefent furnifhed, but the poffeffion of the very 
Afiatic territories themfelves mu ft be endangered. 

Unequal as the Writer deems himfelf to this talk in other 
refpedts, yet as far as his own local experience could furnifh 
facts, or his induftry materials which might contribute to¬ 
wards a right knowlege, he has been induced to undertake 
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this inadequate performance, which he now jays with all defe¬ 
rence and humility before the refpectable tribunal of the Pub¬ 
lic. The importance of the objects will plead his excufe for 
the attempt; and if the facts herein related with all the iim- 
plicity of truth fhould, before it be too late, awaken the at¬ 
tention of Government to thofe weighty concerns, or be happy 
inflruments for relieving at prefent, or protecting in future 
one Britifh fubject in thofe distant dominions from mifery and 
oppreflion, the Writer will think himfelf amply rewarded for 
his trouble. 

In fpeaking of Britifh fubjects, we would be underflood to 
mean his Majefly’s newly-acquired Afiatic fubjects, as well as 
the Britifh emigrants refiding and eflablifhed in India. 
Whatever odium fome among the latter may have incurred, 
they are not all Ndbob-makers ; they are not all revolution^. 
And notwithflandmg the prevailing notions of the eafe with 
which immenfe fortunes are acquired in thofe parts, from the 
examples that have been lately exhibited, there are at this 
time in Bengal many poor and induflrious Britons deprived 
even of the means of getting an honefl livelihood by their bell 
endeavours, who are deferving of a more maternal care from 
their native country. 

Let not his Majefly’s fubjects in Afia fay they have been 
fold to the leaders and chiefs of an incorporated trading body 
of their own fellow-fubjects, for the fum of four hundred 
thoufand pounds flerling per annum / Much more valuable 
and permanent advantages may be derived from thence with 
equity and eafe, as well as with dignity to Government , 
while the profperity of thofe Afiatic dominions might be fe- 
cured in the happinefs of the inhabitants, and the commer¬ 
cial, and therefore only true interefts of the mifinformed pro¬ 
prietors of Eafl India dock he rendered profperous and fecure. 

From a fociety of mere traders, confined by charter to the 
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employment of lix flaps and fix pinnaces yearly, the Company 
are become forereigns of ex fenfire, rich and populous king¬ 
doms, with a Handing army of above fixty thoufand men at 
their command. In this new fituation of the fociety, fo widely 
different from its original inflitution, their true commercial in¬ 
ter efts appear almoft entirely mifunderftood or neglected ; and 
it may be fafely faid, there is fcarcely any public fpirit appa¬ 
rent among their leaders, either in England or India. The 
loaves and fifties are the grand, almoft the foie objebf. The 
queftions, How many lacks fhall I put in my pocket ? or, How 
many fons, nephews, or dependents fhall I provide for, at the 
expence of the miferable inhabitants of the fubjefted domini¬ 
ons ? are thole which of late have been the foremoft to be pro¬ 
pounded by the Chiefs of the Company on both fides the 
ocean. Hence the dominions in Afta, like the diftant Roman 
provinces during the decline of that empire, have been aban¬ 
doned, as lawful prey, to every fpecies of peculators ; info- 
much that many of the ibr rents of the Company, after exhibit¬ 
ing fuch fcenes of barbarity as can fcarcely be paralleled in the 
hiftory of any country, have returned to England loaded with 
wealth; where, intrenching themfelves in borough orEaft-In- 
dia-ftock influence, they have fet juftice at defiance, either in 
the caufe of their country or of opprefted innocence. 

The affairs of the Eaft India Company are therefore now 
become an object of the utmoft importance to this nation, 
which it is to be feared may be involved in great difficulties 
whenever the Indian dominions are loft ; or, what is the fame 
thing, whenever they are fo impoverifhed and ruined as to ren¬ 
der the poffieflion of them unprofitable. Bengal and the do¬ 
minions dependent thereon are entirely commercial countries, 
which can only ftourifh while trade is profperous, the princi¬ 
ples of which are invariably the fame in all climates. But 
when the affairs of Bengal and its dependencies get into a 
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ruinous courfe, the affairs of the Company, which fo greatly 
depend on thofe provinces, mu ft of neceflity do the fame. And 
nothing can be more certain than that thofe countries will not 
profper while the Company continue there the Merchant- 
fove reign and the Sovereign-merchant, even were it poftible, 
without altering their prefent con flit u cion, to free their affairs 
from the numberlefs inconveniencies anting from the diftance 
between the feat of government and the fubjedled provinces ; 
the milinformation or ignorance among Proprietors and Di¬ 
rectors, the conftantly fluctuating ftate of parties, the confe- 
quent abfurd and contradidtory orders which are continually 
fent out to India, and like wife from the want of due power in 
the Company for controlling their fervants abroad : which 
power it is conceived can never be given to them, becaule it 
would be erecting imperium in imperio. 

Monopolies of all kinds are in their natures unavoidably per¬ 
nicious; but an abfolute government of monopollfts, fuchas at 
prefent that of Bengal in fadt is,muft of all be the moft dreadful. 

The foil, revenues, juftice and interior government of thofe 
countries are entirely in the hands of the Englifh Eaft India 
Company ; the prince, whom they call the Grand Mogul, 
being the mere inftrument of their power, fet up by them, and 
fupported by a pention for the ferving of their own private 
purpofes; the pretended Nabobs of Bengal and Bahar being 
the adtual ftipendiary fervants of the faid Company, and the 
Dewannee, under which title they pretend to hold thofe ter¬ 
ritorial pofieffions, being a mere fieftion, invented for the pri¬ 
vate purpofes of the Company and their fervants ; and parti¬ 
cularly intended, if poftible, to fereen their feizing on the fove- 
reignty of the country, by impoftng on the Britifh nation ; 
though the difguife was too ftimfey to deceive either the in¬ 
habitants of Hindoftan or other European nations who have 
fettlements in thofe countries. 
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There is in Bengal no freedom in trade, though by that alone 
it can be made flourifhiiig and importantly beneficial to the 
Britiffi Hate. All branches of the interior Indian commerce, 
are, without exception, entirely monopolies of the moll cruel 
and ruinous natures; and fo totally corrupted, from every fpe- 
cies of abufe, as to be in the JafB ftages towards annihilation. 
Civil juftice is eradicated, and millions are thereby left en¬ 
tirely at the mercy of a few men, who divide the fpoils of the 
public'among themfelves; while, under fuch defpotifm, fup- 
ported by military violence, the whole interior country, where 
neither the laws of England reach, or the laws or cuftoms of 
thofe countries are permitted to have their courfe, is no better 
than in a ftate of nature. In this fituation, while the poor in- 
duftrious natives are opprefied beyond conception, population 
is decreafing, the manufactories and revenues are decaying, 
and Bengal, which ufed not many years ago to fend annually 
a -tribute of feveral millions in hard fpecie to Dehly, is now re¬ 
duced to fo extreme a want of circulation, that it is not im¬ 
probable the Company (whofe fervants in Calcutta have al¬ 
ready been necefiitated, in one feafon, to draw above a mil¬ 
lion fterling on the Directors, for the exigencies oi their trade 
and government) will foon be in want of fpecie in Bengal to 
pay their troops, and in England feen pleading incapacity to 
pay the very annual four hundred thoufand pounds which is 
now received from them by Government. 

The natives of Bengal, whofe miferies have of late been 
greatly increafed by a calamitous famine, have long looked up 
to heaven and to this nation for relief; which if much longer 
with-held, while they bewail the inefficacy of a conftitution fo 
much boafted of to them, they may be rendered defperafe in 
the purfuit of redrefs, and made to join hand and heart with 
the firft power that happens to oppofe the Englifh in thofe do¬ 
minions. Let fuch who place their fecurity in the pretended 
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degeneracy or effeminacy of the natives recoiled, that they arc 
thole very natives who light our Indian battles ; which they 
have fometimes done without a Jingle muJket being fired by 
our European troops, to whom they have, on many occafions, 
fhewn themfelves no way inferior in perfonal courage. Per- 
haps it may appear to.a conllderate man, upon reflection, that 
it is only the exaggerated fame of what has pafl which pre¬ 
fer ves the poJTeiiion of things at prefent, and that the power of 
the Englifh in India may ceafe to be formidable as foon as that 
power becomes well under flood. The fame caufes will ever 
produce like effeds in all countries ; the many muft in time get 
the better of the few, by the fame means whereby the few got 
the better of the many. Let thofe who defpife the Afiatics far¬ 
ther reflcCt, that the moft defpicable reptiles will turn when 
trod upon ; and that hiftory abounds with inflances of nations 
driven into madnefs by the cruelty of oppreflion. It muft cer¬ 
tainly be beft to avoid giving occafton for fuck extremities. Be 
it then the more laudable objeCt, as moft worthy of this na¬ 
tion, to fecure the hearts of the natives by eftablifhing a due 
adminiftration of juftice, and by encouraging manufactories 
and a free trade in the inland parts of the fubjcCted provinces, 
without which they can never profper. Happily for the Eu¬ 
ropean invaders of India, there is fuch an equipoife between 
Mahomedans and Hindoos, as makes the government of the 
whole, by a few foreigners, more practicable in Bengal than 
it would be in any other part of the world ; fo that if Juftice 
did but hold the fcale, that fuperiority might perhaps be for 
ages maintained. 

The revenues of the provinces of Bengal, Bahar, and part 
of Oriffa, which the Company colled, were in the year 1765 
eftimated to amount to upwards of three millions fix hundred 
thoufand pounds fterling per annum, and by proper manage¬ 
ment they might with eafe have been improved by this time 
to fix millions. Belides, there are immenfe commercial ad¬ 
vantages 
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vantages which might be made of thofe territories by this 
kingdom; but at prefent, under the ridiculous plan of a 
double government, they are every way exhaufted by plun¬ 
der and oppression; and while this nation is gazing after the 
fruit, the Company and their fubftitutes are fuffered to be 
rooting up the tree. 

The different interefts of the Company, as fovereigns of 
Bengal and at the fame time as monopolizers of all the trade 
and commerce of thofe countries, operate in diredt oppoftti- 
on, and are mutually deftrudtive of each other; fo that 
without a new fyftem, the progrefs muff be from bad to 
worfe. The Company, if left of purfue its prefent fyftem, 
will foon ruin itfelf; the pofleflions in Bengal will be beg¬ 
gared, and this kingdom deprived of the advantages of thofe 
poffeffions which might be the means of greatly relieving 
the circumftances of the nation, and of railing it to a ftate 
of profperity and power almoft beyond example. 

An unlimited power can fcarce exift without oppreftion; 
and governments, when at a great diftance from the con¬ 
trolling power, are naturally fubjedt to a corrupt adminiftra- 
tion of Juft ice ; where the oppreflions of the governed will 
in general be ever found proportionate to the degree of 
power pofleffed by the Governors. Such is the nature of 
human frailty : and none have ever exhibited greater proofs 
of this frailty than fome of our European Baftiaws in India. 
The meafures neceffary to be taken for the prevention of 
fuch evils, and for effablifhing the permanent profperity of 
the fubjedfed provinces, can never be expedted from the 
Company; and particularly while it continues with a con- 
ftitution fo defedfive, and fo inadequate to the prefent alter¬ 
ed ftate of its affairs. 

It is the wifdom and power of the Legiflature alone that 
can prevent the total impoverifhment or lofs of the Bengal 
provinces, either of which misfortunes might now prove fatal 
in its confequences to this kingdom. This can only be effedted 
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by laws for fccuring the impartial admimftration of juftice 
throughout thole dominions; for preventing the commiffion 
of thofeoppreftions and irregularities which have of late years 
prevailed, to the difgrace of a Britifh government ; for more 
eafily and effectually punifhing in India the authors of fuch 
enormities when committed, and for improving and render¬ 
ing permanent thofe refources which the nation has a right to 
expect from the conquered countries. Such laws would equally 
tend to promote the laudable and definable objeCt of regaining 
and fecuring an in ter eft in the hearts of the fubje&ed natives, 
who wifh only to receive their protection and happinefs from 
a Britifh Sovereign : in which ftate of things this nation might 
long poftefs the Bengal provinces, even againft the combined 
efforts of Indian enemies and European rivals. 

If objeCfs like thefe fhould not be thought unworthy of the 
ferious attention of the Britifh Government, then will the fol¬ 
lowing fheets, for the information they contain, however un- 
deferving in other refpeCts, merit the perufal of every member 
of the legiilature. And it fhould be hoped, that all pleas 
grounded on fuch charters as are not wholly constitutional, 
will be treated with the contempt they deferve, when fet up 
as a defence for obftruCting the inquiries, or preventing the 
moil effectual intervention of parliament, for fecuring thofe 
grand objeCts of true national policy, which by fuch means 
can only be fecured. And it ought equally to be hoped, that 
the wifdom of parliament will eftablifh due fecurity againft 
any unconftitutional influence of military power ; becaufe it 
would, in its effects, prove equally ruinous to thofe coun¬ 
tries, the Company and this kingdom, in the prefent fitu- 
ation of Britifh affairs. 

1 lie Writer of thefe fheets, who was many years in the fer- 
vicc of the Company in Bengal, and is an Alderman or Judge 
or tne Mayor’s Court of Calcutta, agreeably to the charter, 
writes not with any view or advantage to himfelf. He has felt 
the iron rod of opprcflion from the Company and their fer- 
vants, in many inftances equally grievous with any that are 
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herein laid before the public ; but having appealed for juftice 
to the laws of this country, (though it muff be fome years 
before he can obtain it) he forbears at prefent to fay more of 
himielf or his caufe than, that he was marked out for venge¬ 
ance in Bengal, for his profefijonal abilities, even final! as 
they were, and his fuccefs in fuch mercantile undertakings as 
rather entitled him to the bleflings of the natives and the ap¬ 
probation of this country, as they were ufefully obftrudHvc 
to mifehievous monopolids, and of fervlce to the Company, 
though offenfive to their principal fervants. During the 
whole period of his fervitude, he never had violated a law of 
this kingdom, or been guilty of any bad pradlice ; but bad 
always been faithful and zealous in the fervice of the Compa¬ 
ny, whofe Directors he defies to lay before their conftituent* 
fo much as a fingle charge that can vindicate their proceed- 
ings again ft him, or any accufation, grounded on truth or 
reafon, to convidt him of a breach of duty in any moral ca¬ 
pacity or connedtion, or that will ftand the teft of candid 
ferutiny by any one man of real honour and underftanding. 
Neverthelefs, by the oppreffions under which, fingle and 
unfupported, he has patiently buffered, he has actually loft 
fixty out of ninety thou fan d pounds fterling of a fortune ac¬ 
quired by many years induflry in lawful and laudable com¬ 
merce. 

Thus much the Writer has prefumed he was in juftice au¬ 
thorized to fay of himfelf, in order to obviate calumny, 
which is often added to perfecution, for the fake of juftify- 
ing it. He is fenfible that this publication will even endan¬ 
ger his getting pofteffion of a great part of the remainder of 
his fcattered fortune : neverthelefs, moderate and contented 
with what will remain to him, let what may be the confe- 
quence, he has at this critical jundture, preferred to every 
temporizing view, the difeharge of his confcience, from a 
real and fmcere regard to the welfare and rights of mankind 
in general, and to the interefts of this kingdom in particular; 
for tho’ he has not the honour of being a natural-born fub- 
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jed of Great Britain* yet being from his infancy bred in it, 
and having always lived among the natives of this happy 
country, he is in heart an Engliihman, and wifhes to be no 
other, fo long as the opprefted can obtain, front Englifli laws, 
juilice adequate to their injuries. 

Many gentlemen of the profeffion of Nabob-tnahing^ per¬ 
haps not a few who have in view the entering upon that pro- 
feffion, and even fonie Directors, who may be ftiled the makers 
of Nabob- makers) who together may poffefs a powerful mafs 
of wealth, will naturally be the underhand arraigners or oppo- 
fers of what is advanced or recommended in the feveral parts 
of this work : but as fads are obftinate things, the Writer does 
not much apprehend they will venture openly to difpute the 
truth of fuch as he now offers to the consideration of the pu b- 
lic- He has confined himfelf as much as poflible to fuch pub¬ 
lic ads of Indian government as were neceftary to be exhibited 
in proof of what he has in many places afferted, wherein it is 
not .men but meafures , when bad, that he wifhes to expofe, in 
order only for reformation j efteeming it his undoubted right, 
in common with all others, to fcrutinize into the public tranf- 
adions of all men in public flat ions, but particularly as they 
may appear calculated for the good or hurt of the fociety of 
which he is a member. The India Diredors will fcarce tax' 
the Writer with ingratitude, after having treated him with the 
nioft extreme cruelty, or blame him for expofing their fee rets, 
when national benefit is the objed in view; but if they fhould 
deem him adverfe to the Company’s intereft, which he really 
is not, as the prefs is the fureft teft of truth, it muff be allowed, 
that he who refers the merits of his arguments and fads to that 
fevered: of trials, does not ad like an ungenerous adverfary. 

After perufing the many extraordinary accounts contained 
in thefe fheets, the impartial reader will naturally wonder, 
how fuch things could fo long be concealed from the public. 
The reafon of which however has been, that the perfons ca¬ 
pable of informing them have been in ter eft ed in with-hold 
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mg iiich information. Even the friends # in England of in¬ 
jured men abroad will not often venture to make their letters 
public, for fear of heaping heavier misfortunes on the op- 
prefled, or thofe con nested with them, who are in the pow¬ 
er of the Company, or their fubftitutes in India; as the 
Court of Directors have always ffricily prohibited y, to their 
dependents, the communication of any accounts of their 
affairs in India to private perfons in England. Sometimes 
the injured who come home for redrefs, hold their tongues 
in order to make their terms with the Company, and go out 
again to India in advantageous ftations : and, in ffiort, among, 
almoft all the gentlemen who have once been in thofe coun¬ 
tries there is iuch a powerful firing of connections, and 
fuch hopes or fuch fears prevail, either for themfelves or 
their friends, as make the obtaining of authentic vouchers 
very difficult. If this had not been the cafe, we fhould 
have had it in our power to have laid before the public ma¬ 
ny documents of a more curious and interefting nature than 
even thofe we have produced, and which muff now remain 
concealed, till time, the difcoverer of all truth, gives us an 
opportunity for exhibiting them in another volume. 

* A narrative of the murder of an Englifh gentleman, by the fervants of a 
Zemindar in the diftridts of Sutalury, eaflward of Calcutta, which happened in 
December 1766, was with-held from the writer upon this very principle. 

y In the 96th and 97th paragraphs of a letter from the Honourable Court of 
Eaft India Directors to the Prefident and Council at Bengal, dated the 19th Fe¬ 
bruary 1766, are the following words. 

“ \Ve have frequently reprefented the bad tendency of fending to private per- 
“ ions accounts of our affairs in India, and forbade fuch practices, particularly 
“ in our letters to you under date of the 1 ft April 1760, par. 116; the 19th Feb. 

“ 1762, par. 57 i and the ift June 1764, par. 48, And as the like notices 
“ were communicated to our other Prefidences, no perlbn can with propriety 
" plead ignorance of them. In order intirely to put a flop to tbeie prejudicial 

practices, we now confirm, in the ftrongeft manner, the directions we have 
“ given in our before-mentioned letters i and we enjoin you, our Prefident and 
“ Council, to take care that they are ftri&ly carried into execution for the future; 

“ and you are to make thefe our orders as publickly known as pofiible, that no 
” perfon, in whatever fiafion he may be, can have it in his power to plead igno- 
“ ranee.”'—And the general inftrudtions of the Directors to their fa id Prefident 
and Council have of late years always been, that if any perfon or perfons fhould 
be guilty of the fmalleft contravention of their orders, they were to have the 
Company's protection withdrawn from them, and be fent prifomrs to England. 
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r liE papers contained in the Appendix are many of them copies 
of very tmperfeB tranfations of treaties, fitch as are in the pofefion of 
the Faf India Company, and being all the work rf others, we are not 
anfwerable for their incorreShtefs, We have taken the liberty of al¬ 
tering the titles of fome of thofe papers, and fometimes of correcting the 
fpelling of proper names and other untranflated Afiatic words, for the writ¬ 
ing oj which in European characters there has been no fettled mode of fpel¬ 
ling, every one having written fuch words as they jlruck bis own ear, or ac¬ 
cording to his own peculiar way of fpelling ; though it muf be confejfed the 
founds of fome Afiatic letters cannot be exprejjed by European characters. 
The want however of a competent knowledge in reading and writing the 
Indian languages has been the principal catife of this variety of fpelling, and 
has often occajioned the ufng of wrong words : fuch as Subah, which, al¬ 
though it means the diftriCt under a Subah dar, is not unfrequently, though 
erroneoufy ufed for the latter word, even by Eafi India Directors. In 
quoting authentic papers, or the writings of others, we have frequently been 
necejftated to retain the Afiatic words ; and in writing them, in the body of 
this work, we have endeavoured to adhere to the orthography of the natives 
where it could be praCtifed•, excepting in words now commonly known among 
us, which would-thereby be fo difguifed as to become unknown. For example, 
though we have thought proper to write Jagueer {a penjiori) injlead of Jag- 
hire, Dehly (the capital of Ilmdofdn) infead oftkcWy, we have not ven¬ 
tured to write Ahniedabad for Amadavat, the capital of Guzerdt, or 
Sipahy infead of Seapoy or Sepoy, the words by which the Black Infantry 
are now univerfally known. Another reafon has alfo obliged us to retain 
feveral of the Afiatic words, as ufed by others. There are many names, 
particularly of the offices of government, which cannot be tranfated into 
Englifj without much circumlocution. To fubfiitute that Englifj word 
which appeared nearef to the Afiatic, would be conveying to the mind of the 
reader a very inadequate idea of the object. Such words , therefore, as 
occur in the text unexplained, the reader will be pleafed to feck in the fol¬ 
lowings Glofary, wherein we have given fuch explanations, according to 
the Bengal ufage, as have been adopted by others, together with fome that 
vre new j end we have alfo accented the words, to direSl the pronunciation. 

Not wit hfan ding the utmof attention of the Writer in fuperint ending 
the prefs, many errors have crept in, which he has not had in his power to 
correct. Some are taken notice of in the fubjoined Errata; and fuch 
others, not noticed, as will appear evidently to be errors of the Prefs, he 
muf leave to the correction of the indulgent reader, to whofe candor he 
alfo fubmits the many errors in compoftion which may occur to him : the ob¬ 
jects oj the Writer having been only to convey to the reader a knowledge of 
fuSfs in plain Enghf, as a merchant, in the bef manner the little lei jure 
he is majler of would enable him. 
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aNNA. The fix tee nth part of a Rupee. . 

M. j umeen An officer employed by the government to infpea the ftate of the revenues ot 
anydiftri£tj a fupervifor. Alfo fometimes anarbitrator, or umpire. 

Aum'il. 1 An officer inferior to, or under the Aumeta, employed on the fame bufmefs of the 

Jumiidar. j revenues. 

Aurung. A manufacturing town, or village. 

B 

BawSn. See chapter IX. page 83. ^ . 

Bkta. The extraordinary allowance paid the military^when on field-duty. Alfo the agio, 
allowance, or rate of exchange between rupees of different fpccies. 

Bazar . A market place.—A daily market. , . . , # t , , ^ 

Btetk-leaf* The aromatic leaf of a flirub growing like a vine, which is always chewed, to¬ 
gether with the nut called beetle-nut. It is called Pam by the natives. 

JBdfe-ttW. A nut produced by a very tall, Header, and upright tree: which, with other in¬ 
gredients, is conftantly chewed by all ranks of people, from the king to the beggar; 
mfomuch that it is eileemed a necelTary of life. It is called So&pdry by the natives. 

Bigum. A princefs, Any great man’s wife. Some have erroneoufly tranflated it, queen * 
whereas the king’s lady is called Maletkah, 

Bircunddz - A fbot-foldier, armed with a matchlock. 

Bucijby. Pay-mafter of the troops. Alfo pay-matter, in general, for all ditburieraents ot 

Buckferfu . Cr Afoot'foW icr, armed with fword and target, or a fpear j generally employed as 
a guard in conducting treafure or goods. 

Sunder. A fea-port.—Alfo fometimes ufed for a cuftom-houfe, 

Buxbunder . The office of culioms at Hoogly.^ 

c 

C Alary. Properly Kh Alary. —A fak-work: commonly called fait-pans. 

Canmga. The officer appointed by the fovereign as regifter of a province. 

Cbokey. A watch-houfe.—Alfo a place appointed for the receipt of cuftoms, or duties. 

Chokeydar. A watchman.—Alfo the officer of a Cbikey. 

Cbout. A fourth part. Commonly ufed for the tribute of the fourth part of the revenues 
which the Marahtahs claim from many governments in India. Alfo the duty col- 
le£ed upon judicial decifions in the Cutcherry-courts of Hindoftan. 

Choutarry . A Bengal corruption of C bout. . 

Cbiwdry. A chief of land-holders, or farmers. Properly he is above the Zemindar in rank : 
but according to prefent ufage in Bengal, he is deemed the next in rank to the Zemindar. 

Cbowdrawy. Properly Cbowdrdyet. The jurifdidlion of a Cbbwdry. 

Cbubddr, A ftaff-bearer. A necelTary attendant in the train of a great man, who proclaims 
the approach of vifitors, &c. He generally carries a large filver ftaff of about five feet 
long in his hands ; and among the Nabobs he proclaims their praifo aloud as he nuts 
before their palanqueens. c 

Chmklah. An aflemblage of the fmaller divifions of a province, generally the juriidicticm of a 
Fowzdiir . 

Chunarn. Lime’made of {hells or flones. Such as the natives eat with their beetle, is made 
of the former. 

Cwby* A porter, or labourer of any kind* 
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Eewry. A fmall fhell* which paffes for money, of which, from 4.000 to 4800, go to a rupee* 
The cheapnefs of provifions in Bengal makes it convenient to have fo very low a me¬ 
dium for dealings among the poor. 

Crcre of Rupees. One hundred lacks. 

Croory. Properly Karnree. An officer who colle&s the revenues under a lord-lieu tenant of a 
province j for which he makes himfelf refponfible, in confideration of a commiffiofi 
of 2 or 3 per cent . 

Gujjore. The allowance, or agio upon the exchange of rupees, in con trad iftmdtion to Rattcu 
Batta is properly the fum deducted, and Cujfhre the fum added. 

Cutckerry* A court of juitice. Alfo an office into which the rents are delivered $ or for the 
tranfatftion of any other public bufmefs* 

CutwaL An officer who in all cities has the care of punifhing thieves ; thole who drink or fell 
intoxicating liquors and keep diforderly houfes ; and who takes cognizance of fuck 
other matters as are not of confequence enough to be brought before the Fowzdar* 

D 

Dadmy. The money paid in advance to a merchant, or manufacturer, on a contract for 
goods. 

DallnL A broker. 

Darbga , An overfeer. 

Dawk. Pott men flattened at flages, of about 10 miles dillance from one another, for the 
c o n v ey i ng o f letters. 

D after Khdna. An office for keeping the government-accounts. In common ufage, any 
office or caunting-houfe. 

Durbar . The court of a Mogul, Nabob, or any great man. Sometimes it means the pa¬ 
lace, and fometimes the levee only. 

Dtifiwe* A cuftomary allowance. In Bengal generally underftood to be that which the 
Banyan receives on all fades and purchafes. 

Dufluch. A paffiport, permit, or order. In the Englilh Company’s affairs it generally means 
the permit under their broad fcal, which exempts goods from the payment of dudes. 

E 

Enam . A gift from a fuperior to an inferior. 

Etmaum . A divifion of a province under the fuperin tendency of an EtmaumMu 

Etmaumdar . A land-holder, or fuperinCendant of the revenues of a fmall divifion of a province, 
called Etmaum. 

F 


Firmaun. A grant, order, decree, or command of the emperor. In Bengal, it is commonly 
ufed for the patent of the Emperor Furrukhfeer, granting to the Englilh a liberty of 
trading duty-free. 

FowzJar. An officer in all great cities, originally appointed by the emperor, who has charge 
of the police, and takes cognizance of all criminal matters. Sometimes it is one who 
receives the rents from the Zemindars, and accounts with the government for them; 
The (lift ri 61 of lands under his jurifdidlion, or fuper intendency in fuck cafe, is called 
a Cbucklah. 


G 


Ghat. An entrance into a country over mountains, or through any difficult paflage,—Alfo a 
landing place on a river fide—particularly where duties are collected. 

Gbatharry. A tax upon boats, colledted at the Ghats or Chokeys, 

GUab , A warehoufe, of which the walls are generally raifed of mud and thatched, for keep¬ 
ing grain, fait, &ZZ. 

Gmiujlah . An agent. In Bengal it is generally underftood to be thofe who are feat into 
the country to purchafe goods, on monthly wages : commonly Gen toes. 

G tinge. A g ran a ry, o r m a rket fo r gr a 1 m 

Guzcrbaun. An officer who coltedts duties on the high roads and at the ferries. 
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Hathret* A fpecies of cart, drawn by oxen. 

Magee * One who has performed the pilgrimage to Mecca, which every true Mahomcdan 
thinks himfelf bound to do once in his life, 

MauU A market kept on ftated days. 

Havaldar , A fubaltern officer of Teapoys, of the rank of a ferjeant, 

Migera . The flight of Mahomed from Mecca, from which the Mahomedan JEr% com¬ 
mences. it begins the 16th July, A. D, 622. 

Hujbulhcokupt. An official confirmation, under the feal of the vizier, enforcing obedience to 
the Emperor's Firmaun , 

Muzzoor. The prefence.—►Applied, by way of eminence, to the Mogul's court. According 
to polite ufage it is now applied to the prefence of every Nab6b 3 or great man, 
Hazzoer Nevees* The feevetary who refides at court, and keeps copies of all Firmaum y records, 
or letters, 

Imaum. An ordinary prieft- 

Jjldm . The true faith, according to Mahomedans, 

jagtuer. Any penfion from the Grand Mogul, or King of Dehly ; generally fuch as are 
affigned for military fervices. 

fagmerd&r. The holder, or poffdTor of a Jagueer. It comes from three Ferfian words, Ja t a 
place; guerifiun , to take; and dajbtun , to hold : quaft a placeholder, or penfioner. In 
the times of the Mogul empire, all the great officers of the court, called Omrahs , were 
allowed Jagueers y either in lands of which they collected the revenues, or alignments 
upon the revenues for i'pecified fums, payable by the lord lieutenant of a province: 
which fums were for their maintenance, and the fupport of fuch troops as they were 
neceffitated to bring into the field when demanded by the Emperor, as the condition of 
their Jagueers, which were always revocable at pleafure, 
famaddr. An officer of horfe, or foot.—Alfo the head, or iup er in ten dan t of the Peons in the 
Sewdury, or tram of any great man, 

Kdzy. A Mahomedan judge, or magiftrate; appointed originally by the Count of Dehly to 
adminifter juftice according to their written law; but particularly in matters relative 
to marriages, the fales of houfes, and tranfgreffions of the Koran.—He attefls or au¬ 
thenticates writings, which under his feal are admitted as the originals, in proof. 
Kytbitndee* An account agreed to of payments to be made at ft a ted times, in difeharge of a 
fpecified fum. 

Khdlfab , Belonging to the king, 

Khulfakh Lands. Crown Lands, 

Khdlfab Shereef The office in which the king's accounts were pafled* 

L 

Lack of Rupees. One hundred thoufand rupees; which fuppofing them ftandard, or ftceasy at 
two ffiillings and fixpence, amounts to 12,5001, fterling. 

M 

MahaL A name given to every fund producing any particular revenue, or duty; as the fait 
or nnmuk-mahdl js that on which arife the duties on fait. 

Mangm* An impofition collected by the officers of the Chofays and GhdtSy as a perquifitc for 
themfelves, or the Zemindars. 

MaumL A variable weight. In Bengal from 72 to 80 lb, 

Mohur. A feal.—Alfo a gold rupee, 

Mbhuree . Any writer, or under-clerk among the natives in Bengal* 

Molunguee , A worker of fait, a falt-maker. 

MootecopbiL An officer who examines accounts, and puts his feal on them, when palled in 
the fuburdinate CnUhtrries y before they are fent £0 court, 
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Mouxa* A panfh.—Sometimes n hamlet only* 

Miukkaudum . A fu peri or officer of the revenues in a village £ the fame as Ghbwdry , 

Mufty, A high prieffi It fignifies properly, interpreter of the law,—He is under the Kdzy. 
Mullah * A Mahomedan judge.-—An interpreter of the Koran, Likewife a School-mafler* 
Munjhy* A fecretary for the P-eriian language* 

Mtmfuk* A title, or dignity $ poft, or office* 

AMjmtd, An elevated place of diftination in the Durbar for the prince to fit on. A throne, 
Mutchukah , A n o b 1 igato ry , or p e n a I ty- bon d, g e n era 1 1 y t a ken fro m in feri ors by an a £t o f com - 
pulfion. 

Muiftddee, A general name for all officers employed in taking the accounts of the Subah^ or 
government $ it is alfo ufed for the clerks of any great man* 

N 

Nabob, Properly Navab* the plural of Naib. As ufed in Bengal, it is the fame as Nazim* It 
is a title alfo given to the wives and daughters of princes, as well as to the princes 
themfelves. 

Naib. A deputy, 

Nancdr . An allowance in an alignment upon the revenues, or the lands themfelves, origi¬ 
nally given as charity for the relief of the poor j but generally taken by the rich, 
Nazim . The lord lieutenant, vice-roy, or governor of a province : the fame as Subahdar^ or 
Nattb, 

Neabut, The poft, office, or jurifdiflion of a Naib 7 or deputy, 

A izamut, The poft, office, or jurifdiftion of a Nazim, or Viceroy of a Province* 

Ntfazer. ? A prefent, or offering from an inferior to a fuperior. In Hindoftan no man 
Nuzzerdnah. 5 ever approaches his fuperior for the firft time on bufinefs, without an offer¬ 
ing, of at leafl a gold or filver rupee in his right hand ; which if not taken, it is 
efieemed a mark of disfavour* A uzzerdnah is alfo ufed for the fum paid to the go¬ 
vernment, as an acknowledgement for a grant of lands, or any public office* 

O 


Ohdahddt\ An officer of the revenues, the fame as Groovy, 

Gmrah, A man of the firft rank in the Mogul empire* A nobleman* It is the plural of the 
Arabic Amur , 

P 

F adjhah , Emperor, King, 

Palanquun. A vehicle carried on men’s fhoul Jers, commonly ufed for riding in* They are 
of two forts, one for fitting in like a fed an, and the other containing a bed, on which 
the perfon extends himfclf at full length* 

Feon, A foot-foldier, armed with fword and target. In common ufe it is a footman fo armed 
employed to run before a Palanqueen ,—Piadah is the proper word, from which Peon 
is a corruption. 

Pergunnah, The largeft fubdivifion of a province, whereof the revenues are brought to one 
particular Head Cutcherry, from whence the accounts and cafh are trailfmitted to the 
general Cute berry of the - province* 

Perwanah * An order, warrant, grant, or even a letter from a fupenor to a dependent* 

Fejhcujb, A fine, tribute, or quit-rent paid to government, as an acknowledgment for any 
tcmi I’e, 

Podar. A money changer, or teller, under a Shroff, 

FyMr. A broker, inferior to thofe called Dalldls , who tranfafls the bufinefs at firft hand 
with the manufacturer, and fometimes carries goods about for fale* 

Fyke. A watchman employed as a guard at night. Likewife a footman, or runner, on bu¬ 
finefs of the lands.. They are generally armed with a fpear. 


R ' 

Rakaddr* An officer who has charge of the highways, the examination of pafTengers, and the 
collection of cuftoms where any arc there collected* 
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Recdyah* Irl$ fo written in the Company's Treaties, but it fhoulJ be Rekjahy which is the 
plural of the Arabic Ryot. 

Refaula . A command. A regiment. 

Rmdma* A certificate from the collector of the cuftorns. 

Rupee. A filver coin worth about two fhiJiings and fixpcnce. 

Ryot. A tenant, who is generally both a hufbandman and manufacturer. 

S 


Seapsy. A foldier. This word is generally ufed for the Indian Infantry difciplined after tire 
European manner. 

Seer. The fortieth part of a Maund . 

Serai, A building on the high road, or in large cities, erected for the accommodation of tra¬ 
vellers, 

Sew&ury. The train of attendants who accompany a Nabob, or other great man on the 
road. 

SexawuL An officer employed at a monthly falary to colled the revenues, 

Shah. The king, 

Shah Album . The king of the world.—The title given to the India Company’s Grand Mo¬ 
gul, the Prince Ally Gohar. 

Sbajho* The religious books, or Scriptures of the Brahmins . It is alfo ufed in common for 
any book of Science* 

Sheriff Noble, or magnificent. 

Shroff. A banker, or money-changer: properly Sera/. 

Shea. Any new coin. It means Jiampt or (ceded ; but is particularly ufed for theftandard 
filver-rupee, 

Std§k > or Sedee. An Arabic title, by which the Abiflinians, oiHahaftys are always difiinguiihed 
in the courts oF Hindoftan ; where being in great repute for firmnefs and fidelity, they 
are generally employed as commanders of forts, or in polls of great truft. 

Sircar * Any office under the government* It is fometimes ufed for the ftate, cr government 
jtfelf. Like wife a province, or any number of Pergunnain placed under one head in 
the government-books, for conveniency in keeping accounts. In common ufage in 
Bengal, the Under-Banyans of European gentlemen are called Sircars • 

Sirdar, or Surdar* A chief, leader, or commander. 

Smitabttrdar* An attendant, who carries a filver bludgeon in his hand, of about two or three 
feet Jong, and mns before the Palanquem . He is inferior to the Chuhdar \ the propriety 
of an Indian Seivatoy requiring two Soontahurdars for every Chuhdar in the train. 

Subah * The general name of the vice-royfliips, or greater government, into which the 
Mogul empire was divided, confifiing of feveral provinces. The jurifdidtion of a Su* 
bahdar: the fame as SubohJhip y Subahdaree or Nizdmut, 

Subahdar* Thevice-roy, lord lieutenant, or governor, holding a Subah ; the fame as Nabobs 
or Nazim* Alfo the black commander of a company of Seapoys* 

Subahdaree. 1 
Subahddry. ? See Subah. 

Subahjh ip . J 

Suhdnut , The crown; throne; empire, or government. 

Sun. The year: thus Siccas of the iif, ad, or 3d Sitn^ are the ftandard filver rupees of the 
lft, 2d, or 3d year of a prince's reign ; which is marked on the coin, 

Sunnud* A grant, charter, or patent from any great man in authority. 

Sum#, Rupees of old dates, on which a diScount is allowed, are fo called ; properly it 
ffiould be Sunwdt. 

T 


Tagabcy. Money lent to a hufbandman at mtereft, to enable him to cultivate his land ^ for 
payment of which the enfuing crop is bound. 

J 'Jhokddry ^ ^ fubdivifion of the lands of a Zemindary y held by a Taholdar, 
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*Tahckdkr . A renter under a Zemindar^ of the fubdivifion called Tahok* 

VankjalL A mint. 

Tanna * A fmall fort. 

*Tt£p* A note of hand. In Bengal particularly ufed for thofe notes given before-hand for 
money to be paid for fervices to be performed. 

Tunkhaw* An affignment of lands, or the revenues of them, for any particular difburfe- 
merits, or purpofe of government. 

U 

Vltmngau , An allowance paid from the revenues, as a krgefs 3 to religious men, doctors, 
or profeffbrs of fcience* It fhould be writted Aitumghax . 

V 

Vakeel* An agent, or charge des affaires* 

Yiziruls The poll, or office of a vizier* 

Y 


Tejawuh A ftate-meffenger*. 


Z 


Zemindar . Literally a land-holder, who is accountable to government for the revenues* 
Zemindary, The jurifdi&ion of a Zemindar: the lands held by him* 

Zenana . Belonging to women.—The women's apartments* The Seraglio* 
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INDIA AFFAIRS. 


CHAP, X. 

INTRODUCTION. 


I N the degrees fcope and encouragement are given to industry, 
a country will naturally grow populous and wealthy : but though 
the great objects of nations, as of individuals, are profperity and power, 
the means either of acquiring or preferving them are not unfrequently 
miftaken. 

fnduftry will be belt applied to agriculture, manufacturing and com¬ 
merce, Of thefe, the two former are mutual fupports of each other ; and 
when made to co-operate with commerce and navigation, they, all toge¬ 
ther, will lay the moil lafting foundations of opulence and might. 

Thefe arts, with efficient laws for individual protection and due puniffi- 
ment, and an able and upright adminiftration of juftice, if made all fully 
to operate under a wife, moderate and beneficent government, will con- 
ftitute what may be called the perfection of human policy j and prove 
equally the fource of abundant wealth, power and felicity. 

Agriculture, fingly, perhaps never did materially , enrich or ftrengthen 
any country * as," in fuch cafe, even the commerce and navigation 
arifing from it will be carried on by other nations. Manufactories, 
beyond all other means, ferve to populate and enrich a country: but 
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thofe only which are moff laborious * add greatly to its Rrength. Na¬ 
vigation, on the other hand, Rrengthens more than it enriches : and com¬ 
merce introduces not only abundant wealth, but like wife much ufeful 
knowledge. 

Hindoffan, from time immemorial, praftifed agriculture and manu¬ 
facturing in an extraordinary degree ; and they ferved to make her po¬ 
pulous and wealthy almoft beyond example. But by neglecting foreign 
commerce fire has continued deficient in various kinds of ufeful know¬ 
ledge ; and from her want of many laborious arts, and not praftifing navi¬ 
gation in any confiderable degree, the never grew fufficiently powerful to 
be fecure of her own defence. 

The extraordinary religious fuperditions of the Hindoos, or Gentoos *fv 
and the very unfociable manners that naturally were confequent there¬ 
of, proved infuperable bars to their vifitlng foreign countries. They 
therefore principally confined themfelves to agriculture and manufactur¬ 
ing, leaving remote commerce and navigation to thofe who would go and 
deal with them in their own country: fa that, as hath already been ob~ 
ferved, the induffry which fo abundantly augmented their wealth, did 
mot ferve to increafe, in any proportional degree, either their general 
knowledge or national power. 

From very ancient times, we hear much of far-didant: nations going 
to trade with the Indians, but nothing of the people of India ever going 
to trade with them. In like manner, the writers in remote times maker 
frequent mention of the great wealth of the Indians, but fay little of 
their power: nor indeed could the latter have ever been very conli- 
derable, becaufe we know they were eafily fubdued at different periods 
of time. 

Perhaps the principal provinces of Hindoffan, while they continued 
unconquered by any foreign- power, were never much farther united 
than by religion and manners. Their original population,, which mud 
have been extremely ancient, was manifedly of the primitive or patri¬ 
archal kind. Communities grew out of families, which continually 
were branching off; and with but little variation from each other, they 

* AtJ fitting employments are apt to debilitate the human frame, and thofe which are excef- 
fively toilfome too fad exhauft its ftrength ; but fiich as are moderately laborious ferve greatly to 
invigorate both the body and mind, as is apparent from the practice of hufbandry, navigation and 
molt of the handicraft-arts ; for they generally make men animated, vigorous and robuft, 

f Gentle i* a Formgueze word, meaning Gentiles, in the Scriptural phrafe ; by which general 
appellation, they at firit called all the natives of India, whether Mahomedans or Hindoos. From 
them the EngliOi have adopted the term Gtntto $ by which, according to the prefent ufage, they 
diftinguifh the Hindoos, or followers-of Eritnha, from the Mahomedans, or Muffulmcn, whom 
they commonly, though improperly, call Moors, er Moormen, 

lived 
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lived by fuch rules as were preffcribed by an original Lawgiver, Chief, 
or Rajah, by whole name each refpedtive country was originally known. 
One caft, or tribe, were appointed to inftrudt, another to protect and 
rule, and the reft to Rich profeffions and occupations as were ufeful 
and neceffary j in which modes of prefcribed practice, as far as they were 
able, they have fince continued to live. 

The Hindoos, like the Chinefe, pretend to the honour of exiftence, 
-as a nation, for a great abundance of ages before the Chriftian calcula¬ 
tion of the commencement of time, or creation of the world. But as 
,every thing which they fay of fuch fuppofed times is confideied as fa¬ 
bulous,, the writers who moft favour their pretenfions to antiquity are 
not inclined to believe they can have any hiftorical accounts of their coun¬ 
try, to be relied on, fo far backward as five thou land years. 

'The Samfcrit, or Shanfcrit*, a moft noble and ancient, though now 
a dead language, underftood only by the Brahmins, has been hitherto 
the impenetrable repofitory of the literary treasures of that order of 
men. They are known to have many books that treat of religion 
and philofophy, and it is faid likewife of hiftory. Their four books of 
Divine Laws and Itiftrudions, called Bhades, are written in poetic 
ftanzas ; and they are held fo facred, that no other order of their own 
people are permitted to read them, fhould they be able fo to do. And 
r r fuch 

* The curious reader will excufe the following extracts relative to this language from parts 
of a letter of the father Pons, a French miflionary, written from India in the year 1740, as con¬ 
tained inLettpes Edifiantes. Paris edition, 1743, Voi.26, pages 221 to 232. ^ 

« Les faiences & les beaux arts, qui one ete cultives avec autant de gloirc & de fucces par les 
Grecs 6tles Romains, ont fleuri pareillement dans PInde-j & toute Fantiquite rend temoinage as 
merite des Gymnolophiftes, qui font evidemment les Brahmanes, et fur-tout ceux qui parml 
eux rertoncent au monde, Sc fe font SaniaJJk . t 

La Grammaire desBrahmanes peut etre mife au rang dca plus belles fciencesj jamais 1 analyfe 
& la Synthefe ne furent plus heureufement employees, que dans leitrs ouv rages gram matt caux 
de la langue Samjkret ou Sam/kroUtein. II me paroit que cette langue fi admirable par fem harmo¬ 
nic, fdn abondance,& fon energie, etoit autrefois la langue vivante dans les Pays habites par les 
premiers Brahmanes. 

II eft etonnant que Pefprit humain ait pd atteindre a la perfe&ion de Part, qui eclatte dans ces 
grammaires : les auteurs y ont reduit par l’analyfe la plus riche langue du monde, a un petit 
rombre d’eletnens primitifs, qu’on peut regarder comme le Caput moritium de la langue. Ces ele¬ 
vens ne font par eux-memes d’ aucun ufage, ils ne fignifient proprement rien, ils ont feu lenient 
rapport a une idee ; par cxemple, Kru a l’idee d’aftion, Les elemens fecondaires qui afFe&ent 1 c 
pnmitif, font, les terminaifons qui le fixent a etre nom ou verbe j celles felon lefquelles i] doit fe 
dediner ouconjuguer; un certain nombrede fyllabes a placer entre 1 element prinutif & les ter¬ 
minal Tons quelques propofitions, &c.—Al’approcbe des elemens fecondaires le prim itif change fou- 
vent de figure ; Kru , par exemple, devient, felon ce quilui eft ajoute, Kar, Kar, Kri, Kir, Ker, 
&c, La fynthefe reunit 6c combine tous ces elemens 6c en forme une variete infinie de termes 
d’ ufage, 

Ce font les regies de cette union & de cette combi naifon des elemens, que la grammaire en- 
feigne,deforte qu’un fimple ecolier, qui ne f^auroit rien que h grammaire, peuten operant felon 
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fuch is the influence of prieftcraft and fuperftition over their minds, that 
they have been made to believe any endeavour at the acquifition of fuch 
knowledge would be an unpardonable iin : they therefore never feek to 
obtain it. And fhould a Brahmin be known to communicate any part 
of thole books to men of other tribes, his puniflunent would be imme¬ 
diate excommunication, or expulfion from his own, which would be 
a degradation and infamy that they confider to be far worfe than death. 

No ftronger proof can be furniffied of the infuperable difficulties to be 
encountered in fuch an undertaking, than the fadt, well known in India, 
of an Emperor of Hindoftan, the great Akbur, mi fear ry mg in an artful 
endeavour for that purpofe *. He impofed a well-inftrudted youth on 
the Brahmins, as an orphan of their tribe, to be educated by them, in 
order to acquire a knowledge of their fecrets, language and learning : but 
his defigns were all fruftrated. 

Great difficulties muft occur in all attempts to acquire the Samfcrit 
language, as well from the great referve of the Brahmins, as from the 
total want of fuch hooks as muft be neceffary for that purpofe ; the 
utmoft of what has been publiffied in Europe thereon, extending no 
farther than to the letters of its alphabet -f, and their combinations. It 
has however often been undertaken by feveral Englifh gentlemen, 
though hitherto without fuccefs, from the want of fufficient helps. 
During two years relidence at Banaras, the writer could find no books 
in any other language that would ferve in any degree as a medium for 
acquiring it, though there are, in it, very good ones for that purpofe : 
fo that whoever undertakes to learn this language, muft frame his own 

les regies* fur une racine ou element primitjf, en tirer plufieurs milliers de mots vraiment Sam- 
Jkntii e’eft cet art qui a donee le nom a la langue, car SamJkrH fignifie fyntbetique ou compose. 

Peut etre que depuis le venerable Pere do Nobilibus, il n’y a cu perfonne afTez habile dans le 
Sctmjkret) pour examiner les chofes par foi-meme. J’ai vu dans un manuferit du Pere de Bourses* 
que dans certain Pays de la Cote de Malabar, les Gentiles celebroient la delivrance des Juifs fous 
Either, et qu’ils dotinoicnt a cette Fete le nom de Tuda Tir&unal^ Fere de jnda, 

Le feul moyen de penetter dans ramiquite Indienne, furtout en ce qui concerne Fhifloire, 
c^efld'avoir un grand gout pour cette fcience, d’acquerirune connoiffance parfaltcdu Samjkret^ & 
de faire des depenfes aufquelles il n’y a qu’un grand Prince qui puifie fournir : jufqiFa ce que 
ces trois chofes fe trouvent reunies dans im mime fujet, avec la fame nccelfaire pour foutenir 
Petudedans PInde, on ne f^aura rien, ou prefque rien de Phiftoire anciennede ce vafteRoyaume/’' 

It h our misfortune that we have no European whatever who hath acquired a knowledge of 
this primitive, noble, and perhaps antediluvian language, fufficient to read and tran/late (without 
being expofed to the impofitions and ignorance of the modern Brahmins) thofe ancient works, 
which', however blended with fable and fuperltition, might ferve to throw new and important 
lights upon ancient hiftory and fcience, and alfo furnifh us with what is much wanted, a true 
and genuine account of the ancient Hindoos ; Tome of whofe principles and doctrines of religion, 
morality and fcience, feem in the remoteft antiquity to have been eagerly adopted by far diilant 
nations, even from Japan and China to Egypt and Greece. 

* Dow’s History of Hindostan, Vo!. I. page 25 of the DiiTertatlon, firft edition. 

^ See KiuchejP-s China III us that a* Printed in Aoitterdam, 1667, Pages 16 
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grammar and dictionary : in order to effeCt which, he will be under a ne- 
ceffity firff to learn, as a medium, either the Perffan, or one of the many 
dialedts now ufed in the different parts of Hindoffan, of which that of 
Bengal, of all the fouthern provinces of India, is neareft to the Samfcrit; 
one fourth part of its words, the forms of feveral of its letters, and the 
names and order of the whole alphabet, agreeing exactly therewith. As 
fo much time then muff be fpent in the attainment of a language not 
requilite for bufmefs, there can be little reafon for expecting it will 
ever effectually be accomplilhed by any one whofe great objeCt, from 
going to India, is the acquisition of wealth. It is therefore an under¬ 
taking that probably never will be properly engaged in, unlefs by the 
encouragement'of fome government, or great femmary of learning; and 
as it might prove the means of making many difcoveries that at leaff 
would be curious, it Ihould be thought deferving of the patronage of the 
favourers of fcience. 

The moft ancient hifforical account we have of the Hindoos, is from 
the trail llation of a poem from the Samfcrit into the Perfian language : 
and perhaps they have few other kinds of very ancient records of their 
country, than veriiiications of old, but very current traditions of tranfac¬ 
tions, by men like the ancient Welch, Irilh, Highland, or Englilh bards, 
who have generally every where been the hifforiographers of rude ages, 
for even Homer was no more. Farther literary treasures, therefore, of 
very ancient times of this at leaff, or perhaps any other kind, may not be 
in the poffeffion of the Brahmins : and indeed were there others, they 
might be matters more of curioffty than utility. But there may be fome 
of later times greatly more important, as that tribe of Indians, if not ge¬ 
nerally learned, have at leaff been always ftudious. 

The Englilh nation know little more of their anceftors in the times of 
the Druids than what has been learned from fuch other nations as hap¬ 
pened then to be more enlightened. Yet the Druids, like the ancient 
Brahmins, were priefts and philofophers ; between whom there was a 
fimilarity in manners and practice, both orders being fecret, myfferious 
and referved, how widely loever they might differ in their principles of 
religion. The Brahmins however affert, and with fome appearance of 
reafon, that the lawgivers of other nations have borrowed from the inffi- 
tutes of Brimha, as they judge from what they have feed of the Mahome- 
dans and Jews, and probably from what they may have heard of the 
Heathens * and Roman Catholics. 

* The Hindoos pay a kind of divine honours to fuch perfons as were diftinguilhed by extra- 
ordinary merits: which were really the Heathen motives for many deifications^ and are pre¬ 
tended fo to be for moft Popifh canonizations. 
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Concerning the hi dories which we have hitherto been fur milled with 
of Hindoflan, it may with truth be laid, that they have not been pro¬ 
perly of the Hindoo nations or people, but of fuch foreign invaders as 
fucceffively fubdued and ruled over them. The ancient Rajahs were 
probably Sovereigns of the feveral provinces,- or diltritls of India, being 
lords of the foil, warriours by profeffion, and of courfe protefrors from 
kiterefl ; and their government being on the arbitrary principles of 
parental defpotifm, they were never oppofed, but from the irreiiiKble im- 
pulfe of nature to withftand intollerable oppreffion •, beyond which the 
people of India do not appear, from their practice, to have ever had any 
idea of public right or liberty. 

It is natural to fuppofe, in the progrefs of ages, that Rajahs, like 
all other Sovereigns, became infedted with ambition, when difputes led 
to con quells, by which fway grew extended; fo that there might have 
been temporary power acquired that was even enormous. Hut pro¬ 
bably there never was a native government of all Hindoflan : nor in¬ 
deed has there fince been entirely fuch of any race of invaders who 
eflablilhed themfelves at Dehly. 

Some of the provinces of India were long tributary to the Perfians ; 
as they afterwards were to the Afgiin, or Patan Tartars, whofe feat of go¬ 
vernment was Ghifni, in the mountainous country between Perfia and Hin~ 
doftan; from whence they made frequent inroads into the neared. Indian 
provinces, to plunder and impofe tributes, till the beginning of the four¬ 
teenth century, when they eflablilhed themfelves at Dehly. Of this Tartar 
government it may be faid, as of the race of Tamerlane which fucceeded 
it in Hindoflan, that it never was complete over the whole country ; was 
frequently refilled even by tributary Rajahs, and fometimes difmembered of 
its principal provinces. 

We iliall enlarge no farther here on. the ancient date of Hindoflan, 
than jud to obferve, that among the defcendants N of Shem, named in 
the-tenth chapter of Geneds, there is mention made of an Ophir, in. 
the fourth generation j who probably gave his name to the place from 
whence Solomon afterwards obtained his large returns of gold *. All 
thofe generations from Shem, mentioned by Mofes, are faid by him to 

* Some learned writers have conjectured the antient Ophir to have been the port which in 
later ages has been called Sofala, fituatcd on the continent of Africa, oppofite to Madagafcar ; 
but that port is not eaftward of the country which was firft peopled after the Flood, It may not 
-then be thought prefumptuous to hazard fo contrary an opinion, as to fuppofe the ifland of Su¬ 
matra was the place to which Solomon’s fleet tailed ; as there is a mountain on the north end of 
it, which is to this day called Ophir, where much gold ever has been and is yet found j the d if- 
ti.nce of which likewife better agrees with the time Solomon’s fleets took to perform thofe voy¬ 
ages in, than by luppofing them to haye gone no farther than to Sofala, 
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have been peoplers of countries in the eaftern parts of the wesdd j. 
which, even according to. the Jewifh and Chriftian fyftems, makes the 
population of thofe regions extremely ancient, though infinitely fhort of 
the fabulous ages fuppofed by the Hindoos, 

In our next chapter, by the help of better lights, we jfhall treat with' 
more certainty of the affairs of Hindoftan, while under the dominion of 
the Moguls; and then proceed in our confiderations to the prefent ftate 
of the Bengal provinces, which have for fomc time been a part of the- 
Britifh territories. 

But many having of late perfuaded the- public to believe, that we may 
fecurely rely on the paffive and’ refigned difpofition of the natives of the 
acquired countries, and the timid difpolition of Indians in general foe 
our fecure poffemon of thofe provinces, it may be necefiary in this place 
to fhew fuch. opinions to be erroneous ; and that the prefervation of them., 
muft depend more on our wifdom and juftice than on- our military and 
maritime power. 

There can be no juft grounds for our fuppofing there have not at all 
times been people of valour in India. It is at this time well, known, 
that many of the Indian, powers have large and well-difciplined native 
armies of both, horfe and foot. So likewife the feapoys in the fervice of 
the Englifh Eaft India Company are brave, well-trained, and able-bo¬ 
died men. Perhaps no people have more diftinguifhed themfelves bv 
fortitude and refolution, in a variety of fufferings,, than the Eaft Indians*. 
The Severities of their voluntary religious penances are aim eft incredible. 
They have frequently fubmitted to be maimed, nay would often die un¬ 
der torture, rather than difeover concealed wealth, to the ruin of their 
families. Even their very women, who live fequeftered from the world, 
and of courfe are unexperienced in fuch difficulties and misfortunes as 
ferve to fortify the mind and heart, or fuch diftreffes- as will render 
life irkfome, or impel to defperation, often manifeft fuch- fortitude a$- 
amazes Europeans but to hear of, in the horrid deaths which they vo¬ 
luntarily brave, of burning alive with the dead bodies of their hufbands - 
in funeral fires. 

There are feveral nations in India, now living under diftindt'govern¬ 
ments of their own, who never were fubdued by the Moguls,, though 
indeed moft of them, at times, have been their tributaries. They, how¬ 
ever, were never able to make the Marahtahs either their fubjefts or 
tributaries., 

Thefe people are governed by an ariftocracy of Rajahs of the Hin¬ 
doo religion, who for many ages have done more than defend them¬ 
felves, for they have impofed tributes on moft of their neighbours and 
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at laft they even obliged the famous Mogul Aurengzebe to fubmlt to 
the mortifying and di {honourable terms of paying them a Choat *, or 
annual tribute of the fourth part of the revenues of the Deckhan : fo 
that it might be faid, the emperor thereby not only acknowledged their 
independency of himfelf, but like wife their joint right ot fovereignty 
with him over thofe provinces that produced the revenues out of whicn 
the Chont was paid. 

This Chout, or tribute was continued to be received by the Marahtahs 
from the Mogul even long after the revenues of the Deckhan provinces 
had ceafed to be paid into the royal -j' treafury at Dehly : for in the 
year £ 1740, when the deputies of the Sahoo Rajah (King of Sittarah) 
arrived as ufual at Dehly to receive the Chout-, they were told by the 
Mogul’s mi.niifry, “ That Nader Shah had lately fo exhaufted the trea- 
“ fury, that the Emperor was rendered utterly incapable of fatisfying 

their demands, the more efpecially as the revenues of the Bengal 
** provinces had been withheld from the year 1738 by the rebellion of 
« All aver dy Khawn, who, in conjunction with his brother Hagee Ahmed* 
« had ufurped the government of that Subahdary; they requeuing at 
« the fame time, that the deputies would entreat their mailer, in the 
<c Emperor’s name, to fend an army of fufficient force to exaft the 
“ amount of the Chout that was due to them, and alfo to take the heads 
“ of Allaverdy and his brother, and reftore the family of Sujah Khawn to 
(t the Subahfhip ■, as the diftrafted Rate of the empire put it out of his 
“ power to fend a force ilrong enough to reduce the two rebels.” 

Thus power was given to the Marahtahs by a real Mogul, upon the 
lofs of the Deckhan, to levy their tribute on the Bengal provinces, in 
lieu of what they had received as their Chout from the Deckhan reve¬ 
nues. But the truth was, the revenues of both Subahs were alike loft 
to the Mogul i fo that his miniflers may be fuppofed to have given fuch 
an anfwer merely to get rid of a troublefome demand, though even 
made without juflice. However, the Marahtahs accepted of the trans¬ 
ferred pledge, with the fervice annexed to it, which had the appearance 
of giving them likewife a new title to their Chout and they accordingly 
proceeded to aft from thofe powers for both purpofes. An army of 
eighty thoufand horfe was expeditioufly fent by them into the Bengal 
provinces, under the command of Bojkhar Pundit , who, after explain¬ 
ing the nature of his powers ||, demanded of the ufurper, Allaverdy 

* Holwell’s Historical Events, Parti, pages 104—107. t Ibid, page 108. 

% Ibid, pages 108 and 109. |j Ibid, page 113. 
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Kbawn, " Three years arrears of the Chout, the treafures of the two late 
“ Subahdars, and that in future an officer of their own fhould have a 
" feat in every cutcherry throughout the provinces, to collect the fourth 
“ part of the revenues on their behalf.” 

Thefe demands being refufed with extreme indignation, preparations 
were of courfe made for a decifion by arms. The firft eonfequence of 
which was, that Allaverdy found himfelf in fo dangerous a ft nation, 
as, with twenty-five thouland Patan and Bengal foidiers, to be neceffi- 
tated to force his way deiperately through the whole Marahtah army, 
and make a fighting retreat from Burdwan to the oppofite fide of the 
river at Cutwah ; which he effected in three days, with the lofs of all his 
men, except five-and-twenty hundred Patans and fifteen hundred of his 
Bengal forces. 

During the continuation of this war, which was to the latter end of 
the year 1747* one the brothers, Hagee Ahmed, was put to death in 
a very cruel and ignominious manner. The other, Allaverdy Khawn, 
though not unfuccefsful in the field, after performing many extraordinary 
exploits, from immenfe profufions of blood and treafure, found it necef- 
fary to purchafe peace of the Marahtahs with the cefiion of Cuttack, and 
the payment^ of an annual Chout of * twelve lacks of rupees. 

The Engllfli Eafl India Company have iince got poileffion of Bengal, 
Bahar, and fo much of OrliTa as had been preserved by the latter Na¬ 
bobs ; and there have been negociations entered into by their fervants 
with the Marahtah Rajahs, particularly Janoogee and Ragoonaut Row, 
concerning the Chout j the latter of whom, the Court of Directors were 
informed from their Prefident and Council in Bengal, under date of 
the 5th January 1768, had affembled an army at Berar ; and, by dif- 
patches of the 29th of the following month they were farther advifed, 
that “ The Prefident, fince Mahomed Reza Khawn’s arrival in Calcutta, 
** bad in conjunction with that minifter, had feveral conferences with 
“ the Marahtah Vakeel on the iubjeCt, who allured them, that his 
“ mafter would not lijflen to any accommodation for the celiion of Cut¬ 
tack and confideration for the Chout , on any other terms than the 
annual payment of -f* Jixteen lacks of rupees, to be accounted for from 
the time the Company took charge of the Dewannee of thole provinces, 
c ‘ the fie left Committee on their behalf, to be guarantees for the Na - 
“ bob s faithful performance of the treaty . In fupport of the propriety 
“ of thefe demands, he recited the promife made to his mailer by Mr. 

* One hundred and fifty thoufand pounds (Idling, 
t Two hundred thou (and pounds fieri mg, 
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“ Van fit tart, in the year 1763, of paying all arrears of the Chout, orr 
<£ condition that he did not join his forces to the troops of the Nabob 
“ Cofim Ally Khaim; and "laid much ftrefs upon the ailurance given 
“ him by Lord Clive , that whenever the treaty fhould be concluded with 
** them, the annual fum ftipulated for floould .commence from the time the 
“ Company were invejied with the Dewannee of the provinces . After many 
“ debates the Vakeel confented, with affuranees of his mafter’s concur- 
rence alio, that the rents which have been collected in Orifta during 
£i the above period fhould be fet againft the annual- arrears which he de- 
“ manded. 

“ By fuch an agreement,” (proceed the Governor and Council) r< and 
“ a proper examination of their accounts, the arrears will be considerably 
diminifhed ; and although we mull expedt, from the diftradted ft ate of 
“ the Marahtah government, that they have not cohedted the whole 
“ amount of the revenues of that province, yet we have reafon to believe*, 
“ that under your government, and the immediate inlpedtion of your fer- 
“ vants, they may in time amount to, if not exceed, the annual tribute 
<£ demanded. 

“ As this was a matter which we deemed of the higheft importancej 
“ fo it has engaged our moft ferious attention : when we conlider the 
£t many benefits which inuft naturally refu-lt from thus uniting the Com - 
“ pany s territories on the coaji with your valuable pqfefions in Bengal, a ftep 
“ which will complete the chain of your infuence and dominions, from the 
“ banks of the Caramnajja to the farthef extremity of the coaft of Coro- 
“ mandel, a meafure that mull tend fo greatly to the prefervation of both 
44 fettlements, by the mutual fupport which at all times it will enable 
them to give to each other; the removing at once every pretence of 
“ the Marahtahs for difturbing the peace and tranquillity of thefe pro- 
vinces, and the fliock it will give to their ftrength and power, when- 
ever it may be found neceflary to feparate fo principal a member as 
“ Jancogee ■, who, during the whole courfe of his negociations, has ex- 
prefted an earneft delire to enter into an offenfive and defenfive alii— 
“ ance with us : all thefe confiderations having been attentively weighed 
14 and debated in Committee, we refolved to acquiefce in the propofats 
“ f the Vakeel , and to bring the treaty to as fpeedy a conclufion as 
poffible : the Prefident has accordingly fignified our aflent in a letter 
“ to Janoogee, and has requefted of the Nabob to agree to it on his. 
pari." 

Thus we fee negociations were long ago on the carpet between the 
Marahtahs and the Englifh Eaft India Company, not only for the re- 
eftabliihment of their Chout, or tribute, but even for the payment of 
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arrears from the time of our acquiring thofe territories. What has been 
farther done in thefe matters, we pretend not to fay; but we know it is 
faid in India, and has been lately written from thence hither, that there 
are important points which the Marahtahs have in view, and that they will 
perjevere in the purjvit of them. 

The Marahtahs are in poifeflion of a very extenfive country, and their 
hufbandmen and manufacturers are on their military, or rather milifia- 
eftablifhment. Being all bred to arms, and heretofore entirely cavalry, 
they are ents^priling from long practice, and ever ready to march out of 
their country to ravage the territories of, or impofe tributes on their 
neighbours, or for any other purpofe. Being ferocious and rapacious, 
they are naturally cruel j infomuch that they maim * * * § and murder as well as 
fpoil, and often torture to extort difeoveries, when they think trealures are 
concealed. 

It has already been fhewn, they long ago were very formidable; but 
they are grown much more fo of late. In their expedition already 
mentioned agafnft Allaverdy Khawn , in the year 1742, they almoit 
indantly marched an army of -f* eighty thoufand horfe into the Bengal 
provinces : the remains of which being obliged to retire the next 
year into their own country, two more armies, each of + fixty thou¬ 
sand horfe, were diredtly fent on the fame .fervice and their point was 
at laft carried. What they have long proved themfelves by practice, 
they are now univerfally acknowledged to be, by far the mofl powerful 
of all the Hindoo nations. They have fhewn they are greatly an over¬ 
match for Hyder Ally; and as of late years they have .been forming an 
infantry, which mull be a regular force, Ihould they make it but to¬ 
lerably numerous and well difciplined, they will be foon able at any 
time to fwell their numbers to what degree they pleafe, as there are ]| 
fuppofed to be no lefs than one fourth part of the natives of Hindoftan, 
taking the country throughout, that are foldiers of fortune ; who, 
from ill pay and difcontent, will be ever ready to join them, in any 
undertaking § from which advantage can be hopedj fo that a great mi¬ 
litary power in India may at any time be foon formed : it Ihould there- 

* See Holwell’s Historical Events, Part I. pages 134, and 135. 

t Ibid, page no* 

t Ibid, page 136. 

I Duw's HindgstaNj VoI. IL page 402. fecond edition. 

§ 1 his hath been the real cafe for ages paft, wheneverthe Marahtahs made fudden expeditions 
tor plunder* It appears by no means improbable, that the very terms now in general utk of 
Marauder and Maraudings are derived from the Marahtah name, as they are etprcfcve of Marahtah 
pnufUce i elpedally as the Portuguese grofs term of reproach, Marato^ which may be con ft rued 
to mean a fturdy, defnerate vagrant, appears to have been an early corrupt importation from 
the coaft of Malabar* 
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fore be hoped, that the ruling powers in this kingdom will be always 
greatly on their guard, left an ignorant or iniquitous adminiftration of 
power in India fhould facrifice advantages that may be but ill eftimated at 
prefent here, but which might be foon made of the utmoft importance 
to the Rate, 

No rational doubt can be entertained, from the plunders and- miferies 
which they have experienced from frequent 'changes of matters, and the* 
entire want of legal protedion and juftice, but that all the moft valuable 
people in the Bengal provinces, who are the hulbandmen and manufac-- 
'turers, would quietly fubmit to any government that had but the virtue 
to treat them with humanity, and patiently labour on, fo long as they 
find themfelves able by their induftry to fubfift. But whenever that end 
can be no longer obtainable by fuch means, they muft and certainly wilL 
feek refuge from intolerable mifery by any kind of defperation. 

The Angle objed which an opprefled people ever have in view, is to 
free themfelves by any means from the prefent tyranny which they itiller, 
with trufting to chance for whatever may follow: and we fhould be ex¬ 
tremely weak to fuppofe the people of Bengal can ever want inihgators to* 
or fupporters in a revolt. Thofe poffeffions are envied Great Britain alike 
by the powers of Europe and Afia $ who will not fcruple, either feparately 
or conjointly, by any means whatever, to deprive her of acquifitions of fuch 
infinite importance. 

Thus evidently doth it appear, that there is a native power now in India 
which may be confidered as great, and at this very time extremely for¬ 
midable to the Company •, being mafters of a great part of India, and by 
late acquifition in adual pofteffion of the greater part of Oriifa, which 
they now hold as a pledge, and which, to be re-obtained, muft in effeft 
be purchafed by the payment of arrears; and the Company’s fervants 
muft likcwife be fureties for the payment of an annual tribute in future of 
two hundred thoufand pounds , only becaufe demanded of them by a neigh¬ 
bouring Indian nation. 

Such is the prefent ftate of the Britifh dominions in Bengal, entrufted 
to the care of the Eaft India Company, whofe government there is ren¬ 
dered hateful to the natives by oppregions, has occafioned defertions of 
many of the people, is in general, odious in India, difgufting to and en¬ 
vied by many of the powers of Europe, and tyrannical in the extreme to¬ 
wards their refident fellow-fubjeds : from all which circumftances, let the 
mpartial and judicious be judges of the degree of fecurity the ftate can 
have in thofe poffeffions, fhould oppreiTive condud and ill policy be 
longer fuffered to prevail. 
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CHAP. II. 

Oflf The MOGUL EMPIRE, before the INVASION of 

NADER SHAH. 

T CEMOOR BEG, otherwife called Tcemoor Lung, or Tamerlane, in¬ 
vaded Hindoftan about the 1397th year of Chrift, or the 800th of 
the Higera, where he was guilty of abundant ravages and murders ; but 
foon retired to his own country, and never vifited India more. 

It was not till about the year 1525, that Baber, one of his defendants, 
got poffeflion of Dehly, feated hxmfeff on the throne of Hindoftan, and 
properly eftablifhed the Mogul empire in India ; the duration of which has 
not much exceeded two hundred years, with various degrees of fortune,, 
figure, and profperity. 

The principles of the Mogul government were however fo moderate 
and mild, that while the empire did continue to flourifh, it certainly 
muft have been more owing to the prejudices and. peculiarities of the 
people, than to any faults in their rulers, that they did not grow power¬ 
ful in proportion to their profperity. As the Court of Dehly always ap¬ 
peared ready to give every kind of encouragement to the commercial 
intercourfes of other nations with the natives of Hindoftan, we may 
reafonably fuppofe they would have been equally ready to favour any 
commerce, which their own fubjedts had difcovered an inclination to 
profecute with diftant countries, efpecially as all fcruples of a religious 
nature muft have been entirely out of the queftion r for the Chriftian. 
could not have been more offenfive than the Hindoo religion to a Ma- 
homedan government. But indeed it does not appear, that they ever 
much concerned themfelves about the religion either of their own In¬ 
dian fubjedts, or of thofe who traded with them. All people who went 
to deal in India found welcome and indulgence from the Sovereigns of 
the country : from which pradtice we may infer, that they would as 
willingly have encouraged a fpirit of Commerce, as of manufadturing in 
the natives of India; to which they probably had not unfrequently 
been invited by the fovereigns of many other' countries. Such was at 
lead the cafe with refpedt to England; for both Queen Elizabeth and 
her fucceffor did give them fuch encouragement. And as fuch would, 
have been, the beft means that could be devifed for eftablifliing in their 
country a maritime power, which muft equally have added to their po¬ 
litical importance and national ftrength, (both of which were always 
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favourrte objects to Mahomedan governments) they would from policy 
.have been inclined to favour fuch undertakings. And we may the 
more readily fuppofe them capable of comprehending a fyftem of policy 
like this, as we know their right ideas of the advantages refulting from 
manufadturmg, induced them to give every encouragement to the practice, 
even in fome inftances, confiderably to the leffening of their own revenues 
by fo doing. 

The lands of Hindoftan were principally the property of the Moguls, 
and aim oft the whole of their income aroie from the rents of them ; the 
reft of their revenues con lifting of little elfe than a few low-rated port 
and inland duties. Yet fo very attentive were they always to the ma¬ 
nufacturing in ter eft, and of courfe to the welfare and profperity of their 
people, that in the proiperous times of the Mogul government, the rents 
of their lands were always kept extremely low ; though of late years the 
rates * of them may at leaft in Bengal he fuppofed to have doubled. The 
ancient laws of Hindoftan indeed prohibited any advancement of the rents 
of the lands on thofe who really occupied them y nor could the agreements 
be violated that were made with fuch tenants, fo long as they continued 
the regular payment of their rents: which furely may be confidered as 
remarkable inftances, of royal attention to the welfare of the ftate, the hap- 
pinefs and effedlual protection of the people, and of extraordinary mode¬ 
ration in a government that was defpotic, efpecially in fo interefting an 
cbjedt as that of the revenue, and even the principal part of it : for thofe 
rents were made to anfwer almoft every purpofe of taxation for fupporting 
the eftablifhments of a fplendid court and great empire. Such was the 
wife and benignant internal policy, and fuch were the humane and juft 
laws of the Mogul government. 

By fuch judicious regulations, proviftons were rendered cheap : and 
as there were no kinds of burthenfome levies on the people of Hin¬ 
doftan, the rates of all labour were confequently very low ; fo that ma¬ 
nufactures were thereby made fo favourable in prices, that they forced 
their own fale in the remoteft regions of the globe; which caufed fuch 
treafures to ftream from all quarters into thofe countries that produced 
them, as kept Hindoftan enriched, beyond comparative example in the 
records of time. A quick fucceffion, however, of rapacious matters 

* See a Letter from Mr. Sykes to the-SELECT Committee at Calcutta, No. XXXIX, 
in the Appendix, page 140. And likewife Mr. Hoi. well’s Letter to the Board of Direc¬ 
tors in London. Dated December 1765. Historical Events, Parti, page 222, &c. 

Jt may be proper juft to mention here what will be enlarged on hereafter; that there were two 
ways ot paying thofe rents, according to fti pul aliens. One by a fixed value in money, as 
rent is now paid in this kingdom ; the other by a part of the produ&s of lands, paid in money, 
according Co the rates of the markets when due. 
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fince, with a total change of policy and practice* have of late years been as 
rapidly imp oven filing thofe countries again. 

So likewife, in order to encourage the purchafe of fuch manufactures, 
thole Princes manifefted equal wifdom and generofity in granting to foreign 
traders their royal firm au ns * of exemption from the payment of alt 
duties $ which was leffening another branch of the revenue, for the gene¬ 
rous purpofe of promoting public profperity, and the reverie of what Was 
ever pradtifed either by ignorance or tyranny* 

It muft then have been the fault of the Hindoo people, and not of their 
Mahomedan government, that India did not many ages paft figure as much 
in commerce abroad as in manufacturing at home ; and die would thereby 
not only have acquired the valuable arts of the weltern nations, of many of 
which Hie is yet much in want, but like wife what would have been above 
all, probably fuch maritime power •f* as might have effectually protected 
her againft any nation on that element,. 

But 


* Exemptions from fuch duties, to favour a beneficial trade that was carried on by foreigners^, 
were certainty wife meafures j as were likewife the fixing of low import-duties on things necef- 
fary or ukiul ^ and more efpecially when they ferved to promote a mutual traffic, which, upon the 
whole, had been experienced to be extremely profitable. But on the contrary, noshing can be 
more abftird than to value a trade, however lofing on the balance, for the import-duties, or in¬ 
ternal taxes which it is made to occafion confumers to pay ; becaufe diredt or indirect national 
profit ihould be the o^Jy public end in view, from either profecuting or encouraging any kind 
of foreign commerce- 

Yet it has not been uncommon to hear the value of the India trade of this kingdom eftimated 
by the duties and taxes which government has been enabled to levy on fuch commodities, imported 
from Aha to be con fumed in this country 5 which is judging contrary to every principle of found 
policy* Suppofe, for example, we paid yearly a million balance to India, for tea, coffee, callU 
cccSj muflins, wrought ft Iks, and other articles of luxury which we could well do without, in 
order to enable government annually to raife wo millions by taxes on the people ; government 
would, in fuch cafe, be adtually purchafing thofe powers of taxation at fifty per cent , lofs to the 
fhte, befides injuring the induftry of the nation in an equal degree ; for manufadures to anfwcr 
all the purpofes of thofe fo imported, and even coffee, might be produced in the Britifh domi¬ 
nions. As for tea, we had better not confume it at all j becaufe it is expenfive in the purchafe, and 
many ways hurtful in its ufe, It fhould therefore be thought the reverie of good policy to en¬ 
courage unneceiTary or pernicious imports, merely for the fake of the duties and taxes on them 
which 2re paid by confumers at bme ; becaufe fo much as the people are able to pay to govern¬ 
ment might be drawn from them by means that would neither prove hurtful to themfeJves, or 
Injurious to the ftate* 

t Had there been ever any material maritime ftrength in India, which would really have been 
contrary to the genius of that country, it muft have been impoffible for the Portuguese either to 
have acquired or kept poffdfion of the territories which they fo long held in Hindoitan ^ for they 
were always in a (late of religious war with the natives, and never able to fupport a confiderable 
navy. And yet, that they did lofe their fuperiority in Afia at laft, was in no degree owing to any 
power in the Indians, but to their fubjugation to Spain, with which nation the Dutch were 
then defperately contending even for exiftence as a people, Perhaps the greatefi maritime power 

ever 
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But fo entirely did the principles and manners of the Hindoos pre¬ 
vent their vifiting foreign countries, that, not only all their diftant ma¬ 
ritime ^ commerce, but even their traffic by caravans from the back parts 
of their own country, together with moil of their coafting, and much 
of their inland trade, were profecuted by foreigners : to which caufes 
muft have been greatly owing their weaknefs in pari times, and their 
prefent miferable fubjugation to a body of the trading fubjedts of one of 
the moft diriantly-fituated potentates on the globe. Indeed a free in- 
tercourfe with remote countries would not have lefs tended to strengthen 
them as a military than a maritime power, becaufe all the great im¬ 
provements which, in late ages, have been made in the art of war, were 
of European invention, as hath likewife been the cafe with refpedt to other 
ufeful arts. 

To the peculiar religious principles and confequent referved manners of 
the people, therefore, may be attributed the continual weaknefs of Hin- 
doftan ; and to the excefs of their extreme defpotifm. has been owing 
the inftability of their governments. Tyranny was never long fecure 
in any country but Germany s and there, by compadt, it has been ren¬ 
dered conftitutional: a confederacy of military defpots having engaged to 
be the fupporters of each other. 

Wealth' in other countries is ufually confidered as the foundation of 
power ; but in Hindorian it has proved othervrife : it has there rather 
been the fource of weaknefs. The very idea of defpotifm with riches, is 
apt to occafion indolence : and with great delegated power fervants 
foon grow to be mariers of thofe whom they appear to obey j of which 
the Hiflory of Hindorian abounds with ririking examples. But that the 
Mogul empire, in the days of its fplendor, was one of the moft extenfive 
and rich that the world has ever known, was always believed, and of 
late has been made evident by many writers, from indifputable au¬ 
thorities. 

The moft authentic account that has been puhlifhed of the revenues 
■of this empire, while in its flourifhing ftate before the invafion of Nader 
Shah, is of the reign of the Emperor Aurengzebe *, who died in the 
year 1707; when the annual revenues are fpecified to have amounted to 

ever belonging to Hindoflan was that of Angria, who (as Grofe Informs us in his voyage to 
India, page 130.) had the preemption to demand a yearly tribute of twelve kcks of rupees, 
or an hundred and fifty thoufand pounds fieriing, from the Engjjfh company, to let their fhips 
pafs unmolefted : and yet we faw his whole power very fpeedily and effectually deflroyed during 
the late war, by Admiral Watfon, with but few fhips. 

* See'Mr. Jamjss Fraser’s History of the Mouut. Emperors, page 35. 
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thirty -feven millions* feven hundred twenty-four thoufand, fix hundred 
and fifteen pounds fterling % the Subahs, or greater governments being 
rated as follows. 


Subahs, 

Dams. 



Pounds Sterling. 

Dehly 

1,221,950,137 



3,818,594 3 6 

Agra 

1,146,760,157 



3,583,625 ID O 

Azmeer 

652,345* 3 62 



2,038,579 5 O 

Illahabad 

456,543,248 



1,426,697 I3 O 

Panjib 

826,132,107 



2,581,661 16 8 

Audih, or Owd 

322,327,829 



1,007,274 1 e> 0 

Multan 

214,442,936 



670,134 3 6 

Cabool 

i6i >o39,354 



503,248 0 0 

Caihmeer 

229,911,397 



718,473 2 4 

Guzerat 

607,849,135 



1,899,529 3 6 

Bengal 

524,636,240 L. 1,639,488 

5 

0 


Baha'r 

4°7>i6i,ooo 1,272,378 

2 

6 



2,911,866 

7 

6 


Orissa 

142,820,000 446,312 

10 

0 

3,358,178 17 6 

Scind 




286,927 10 0 

D owl a tab ad 

1,034,945,100 



3,234,203 9 0 

Malva 

403,901,658 



^.262,192 13 6 

Berar 

61 4,025,000 



1,918,828 2 6 

Khandeifii 

448,630,000 



1,401,969 0 0 

Bedr 

372 , 974 * 37 ° 



1,165,545 0 0 

Hyderabad 

1,113,360,000 



3,479,250 0 0 

Vizapore 

1,078,305,000 



3 > 3 6 9 > 7°3 2 6 

Dams -j- 12,071,876,840 L. Sterling 

37,724,615 2 6 


Every perfon well acquainted with Hindoftan will allow, if the above 
fum found its way into the King's treafury at Dehly, that it may, with 
great moderation, be admitted, twice that fum at lead; was colleded from 
the tenants, or hufbandmen, as will be made to appear evident to the 


* In the account of the embafTy'of Captain William Hawkins to Dehly* it appears the 
yearly revenue of the Mogul, Shah Seleero, fon and fucceitbr of the great Akbur* in the year 
1610, was rated at fifty millions fterling ; and Sir Thomas Roe, another of King JamesVani- 
bafladors to the Mogul, afterwards confirmed that eftimation : but the provinces which were 
then pofiefled by the Mogul are not enumerated. See Purchases Pilgrimes* printed at London 
1625 and 1626* 

t The land revenues were computed at the court of Dehly hy dams* which are here reckon* 
cd* according to Mr, Frafer, at forty for each rtandard* or ficca rupee, and each rupee at two 
ih if lings and fix-pencCi 
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religious laws ; particularly thofe written, or compiled by Baha al Deen 
Mahomed Aumly, Malek Shafee, Hanbal, and Abul Haneefa; by 
which the officers of the government were ufually guided in their deci- 
iions. In cafes not capital or criminal, where Hindoos, or Gentoos 
alone were concerned, particularly in affairs ot their caffs, or tribes, 
which are of the moil confequence to Hindoos, the matters (excepting 
-where the Mahomedan Governor or the Kazy were more than ordinarily 
bigotted) were generally left to their own Brahmins to be decided ac¬ 
cording to their Shhffros, or ancint Scriptures, of which, as before 
obferved, we have but little knowledge ; and, upon decifion, a certain 
duty or fine was levied for the government. 

The tenacioufnefs of the Hindoos to their own ancient cuftoms forced 
the new comers to this expedient; for as, on the one hand, it was im- 
poffible that Mahomedans could conform to the cuftoms of the Hindoos, 
fo, on the other, it was equally impoffible for the Hindoos, from the 
peculiarities of their own civil and religious conffitution, to adopt the 
manners and cuftoms of the Mahomedans, or to receive thofe invaders 
into their caffs or tribes. But whatever expedient might have been 
adopted to leffen the great confufion and d border which muff naturally 
have been introduced on the mixture of two nations lo widely different 
in every religious and political ientiment, it is certain, as we may judge 
from preient experience, that nothing could prevent therefrom a cor¬ 
ruption of manners. 

All the offices and forms of government at the Court of Hindoffan, 
during the empire of the Moguls, have ever been imitations of the 
Perlian, as the names of them evince $ to the keeping up of which, the 
conftant ingrefs of adventurers from that kingdom, who generally met 
with a favourable reception at Dehly, muff greatly have contributed. 
Thofe, therefore, who are defirous of knowing what the Hindoffan 
government, as inffituted by the Moguls, ffiould be, if the original were 
well imitated, may fee it in the Chevalier Chardin’s * very particular 
account of Perfia, 

Hindoflan is in many places greatly favoured by nature for commer¬ 
cial advantages; and the provinces of Bengal, which are the more 
immediate objedts of our -confiderations, above all others. This Subah 
of the empire, which was emphatically ffiled by the Emperor Aureng- 
zebc, The Paradife of Nations , fpontaneonfly produces, in great abun¬ 
dance, almoff every thing requifite for the iupport and even high enjoy-^ 
ment of mankind. No country can be better watered, by a variety ol 

* Voyage cn Perfe, du Chevalier Chardin. 
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confiderable ft reams falling into or from the great rivers Pudda and 
Brmhaputre , which render the inland navigation very extenfive and 
convenient for the purpofes of trade *f*. This great facility of obtaining 
water, and the natural fertility of the foil, every where afllfted by the 
periodical rains from May to September, render the cultivation of the 
earth an inviting talk, and fo eafy as to afford the hufbandman great 
leifure for application even to the arts of manufacturing. 

Dehly, without the aid of filver or gold mines, was in her times of 
profperity a receptacle into which the gold and filver of the greateft 
part of the world had been flowing by regular channels for ages, till 
foreign invaders interrupted its courfes. This great influx of wealth 
was owing, fir ft, to the extraordinary fruitfulnefs of the dependent do¬ 
minions > fecondly, to the fober induftry of the inhabitants, either ap¬ 
plied to agriculture, which was greatly encouraged, or to manufacturing 
thofe commodities which have for many ages been in elteem throughout 
the world; and, thirdly, to the ftrong protection that was granted to 
merchants. 

The encouragement of foreign and domeflic trade was more particu¬ 
larly neceflary in the Subah of Bengal, which, not containing mines of 
diamonds, gold, or filver, depended folely upon its manufactories for 
that very large balance of trade in its favour, which alone could enable it 
to pay fo confiderable a tribute, as hath been fiiewn, annually to the 
court of Dehly. Accordingly , as Mr. Scrafton hath exprefled it, “ till 
“ of late years, ” inconceivable numbers of merchants, from all parts of 
Afia in general, as well as from the reft of Hindoftan in particular, fome- 
times in bodies of many thoufands at a time, were ufed annually to re- 
fort to Bengal with little elfe than ready money, or bills, to pur chafe the 
produce of thofe provinces. The caufes and effects of the unfortunate 
failure of fuch commerce fince, will hereafter be made appear. 

+ The Indians of Bengal formerly carried on a confiderable trade by tea, and had fume fort 
of maritime power, as we read in many parts of Purchas’s Col legion ; particularly, in the 
year 1607, an account is given of a fleet from the King of Bengal having invaded the Mai- 
divia Iflands* It is molt probable that this fleet was competed only of coafting boats, fuch as 
are flili built in fome parts of the Bay. But whatever might be the (late of fuch navies here¬ 
tofore, it is certain that the Indians have not figured in the maritime way fince the Perm- 
gueze found their way among them round the Cape of Good Hope, However, the late 
Angria, whom we have before mentioned, at Ghcria 011 the Coalt of Malabar, gave many 
fignal proofs of what might bedonc, even by an Indian navy, in Indian Teas, under the direc¬ 
tion of only one able man 5 and our Eaft India Company may perhaps repent the furrender of 
that port* which they fo imprudently and eafily gave up to the Marahuhs. 
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CHAP. III. 

On the State of HINDOSTAN, fince the total Subversion 
of the EMPIRE ; and the prefent condition of the Prince whom 
we now call the GREAT MOGUL*. 

A FTER the pi£ture exhibited in the preceding chapter, nothing 
can afford a more Unking example of the inllability of human 
power than the con trail which will appear in this. 

From authors who have particularly treated of this fubjedt, it is too 
well known to need being enlarged upon here, that after the invafion 
of Nader Shah, in the year 1739, an imbecility fucceeded, which loon 
difmembered the empire, under the then Emperor Mahomed Shah. 
Every Subahdar, or governor of a province, regardlefs of the Firmauns 
from the Court of Dehly -j~, fet up for him!elf, and murderers and 
ufurpers foon aboliihed all laws and eflablilhed ufages, and fpread de- 
vaftation and mifery throughout the empire. “ The £ country was 
“ now torn to pieces by civil wars, and groaned under every fpecies 
“ of domeftic confufion. Villany was pradtiied in every form j all 
“ law and religion were trodden under foot; the bands of private 
'** frien dihips and connections, as well as of fociety and government, 
c< were broken ; and every individual, as if amidil a foreft of wild 
e ‘ beafls, could rely upon nothing but the llrength of his own arm.’' 

From the time of the Emperor Aurengzebe, there had been many 
princes of the blood kept in prifon at Dehly; from whence, in fiic- 
ceeding times, they were fometimes taken out and raifed to nominal dig¬ 
nities, only to be made ufe of upon occafion, as the ufurpers found 
convenient § for their own ambitious views; and in this imbecile Rate 

* We make ufe of this title as being belt known in Europe, tho f it appears to have been 
adopted on no other authority than that of the French miflionaries, who, in the firft publi¬ 
cations of their travels to the Eaflr, have been pleafed to ftile him the Grand Mogul. There 
is not the fandtion of any authority for it, from any appellation or title at any time given this 
monarch in the empire, where he is called fimply Shah, or Pad/hah, in Perfian meaning King. 

t The Moguls have at different times refuted at other favourite cities, as Azmeer, Ca- 
nouge, Agra, and Futtehpoor; but the rites of coronation have been always performed at 
Dehly, as well as in general all adds of government. Purchas. 

4 /^ ow ’ s Hindostan. Appendix, page 57. 

§ 1 he Hindoffanners have had frequent examples in Perfia of this treatment of kinn-s for 
private purpofes fmee the time of Nader Shah, See Lettres Edieiantes, Vol. 28° page 
227. In a letter from Fere Grimod, dated at lfpahan the 20th Augult 1750. tL Depuis la 
sc mort de Nader Chah, il y a en cinq Rois, trois ont ete maflacres, le quatrieme aveuede, 
e cintjuiemea ete proclame depuis peu. C’eft un enfant. 11 n’a etc fait Roi, dit on,que 

** P°. ur ,, m ? mre , et P our donner occafion a ceux qui l’obfedent de tirer des famines con- 
“ liderables ties villes eloignees.” 
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of the government, the Emperors themfelyes became the tools of their 
own traitorous officers. Thus the Omrah, Gazi al Deen Khawn, who 
was Buckfhy of the empire, or paymaster of the troops, in the year 
1753, dethroned his mailer the Emperor Ahmed Shah, who was the 
fon and fucceffior of the before-mentjoned Mahomed Shah; from which 
period) the Mogul empire with the greateft propriety may be confidered 
as totally fu bverted and not exifling. From that time, whatever pretend¬ 
ers there have been to the title, there has been property no Emperor; 
ajmofl all the provinces which were then tributary to Dehly having been 
difunited, and become fo many feparate, independent governments. 

The rebellious Omrah, Gazi al Deen Khawn, after dethroning his. So¬ 
vereign, fent him to prifon, where the feveral other Princes of the royal 
blood were alfo kept confined ; and he afterwards obliged a furgeon who 
had been long in the Emperor’s fervice, named Yacoob Jan, and who. 
is now retained in the employ of Mahomed Reza Khawn at Murfheda- 
bad, to put out his Majefly’s eyes. 

At the very time this rebel put out his mailer’s eyes, he took another 
Prince, named Yaz al Deen, out of prifon, whom he placed nominally 
upon the throne of Dehly, by the name of Allum Queer; and after 
having ufed this prince as an inilrument till he found him grow trouble- 
fome, he then laid a fnare for him, and fome time in the month of De¬ 
cember 1759, had him aflaffinated. 

After the murder of,Allum Gueer, the ambitious Gazi al Deen Kh awn 
took another prince out of prifon, and placed him in like manner on the 
throne of Dehly , by the name of Shah Jehan ; but the ambitious views, 
of this traitor being defeated on the invafion of the Dehly provinces, 
engaged in by the Marahtahs in the year 1761, he then thought fit to 
retire from the feene of public villainy, and fled into the country of 
the Jates. 

The mock Emperor, Shah Jehan, having fat in fhadowy greatnefs but 
a few weeks on the throne of Dehly, was fuddenly depofed, and agai n 
imprifoned by the conquering Marahtahs; who in his ftead placed on the 
thrown Jewan Bukht the eldefl fon of Ally Gohar, another prince 
of the line of Tamerlane, whom Gazi al Deen had, among the refl, kept 
a flate prifoner. This Prince, Ally Gohar, w'ho is the eldeft fon of 
the before-mentioned Allum Gueer, is the fame whom the Englifh Eafl 
India Company afterwards created Emperor of Hindostax, 

Akhmet Abdalla, chief of the nation now called Durannies, or Ab- 
dallas, a native of Candahar, who had raifed himfelf from being a 
Chubdar of Nader Shah’s, and in the confufion which enfued upon 

Nader’s 
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Nader’s death, had ufurped all the northern provinces ceded to Perfia by 
Mahomed Shah, Was at this time grown very powerful. He had already 
once invaded Hindoftan, and fought feveral battles with the Marahtahs, 
with whom the contention in fadt was, who fhould place a King on the 
throne of Dehly, as a tool of their own. Upon his fecond invafion of 
Dehly he gave them a total overthrow, on the 8 th of February 1760 : 
but was pleafed to confirm the appointment made by the Marahtahs of 
the young Jewan Bulcht to the throne, now circumfcribed in authority 
to the provinces of Dehly ; and after fettling the annual tribute to be 
paid by the young nominal King, for the provinces thus conferred upon 
him, and putting him under the guardianfhip of a Rohilla Chief, one of 
his own creatures, named Nigib al Dowlah, Abdallah returned to his 
own country. 

In the mean while, that is, fome time in the year 1758, the before- 
mentioned Prince, Ally Gohae, had found means to efcape from the 
prifon in which he and feveral brothers had been born, at Dehly j and 
it was his good fortune at laft to fall into better hands than his predecef- 
fors had done, thofe of the Englifh Eaft India Company. But it was 
not, however, till after the unfortunate Prince had received many re¬ 
buffs, and experienced various calamities, that the Englifh Company 
eon defcend ed to create him their Grand Mogul. 

After his efcape from prifon, he led a vagrant kind of life for about 
nine months, till he was drawn into a fnare by the famous Gazi al Deen, 
and again confined. By an aft of gallantry he freed himfelf from this 
fecond confinement, and fought refuge with a Marahtah Chief, named 
Itttfl Row, who protected him for fome months, plundering the country 
in his name. Tired of his fituation with this Chief, he next betook him¬ 
felf to the before-mentioned Rohilla Chief, Nigib al Dowlah, at Secun- 
dra ; who, not choofing to engage in his fchemes, was foon quitted by 
him, and he went over to Sujah al Dowlah *, Subahdar of Owd, who 
alfo preferring the independence which the confufion of the empire had 
given him, made the Prince Ally Gohar a fmall prefent, and defired 
him to quit his dominions. 

Our wandering Prince, who was alfo known by the name of Shali- 
zada, during the life of his father, Allum Gueer, next took refuge with 
Mahomed Kuli Khawn, Nabob of Illahabad, with whom he con¬ 
certed a plan for invading and taking poffeflion of the territories of 

* The fame who in 1 was conquered and driven out of his dominions by the Englifli 
Company, fome time before the arrival of Lord Clive at Calcutta, by whom he was af¬ 
terwards reftored. 
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Bengal, having for that pnrpofe fome time before had the caution private¬ 
ly to obtain from his father a grant of that Subahfhip, as a royal favour. 

Accordingly an army of defperate adventurers and difaffe&ed Ze¬ 
mindars being collected together, about the end of December 1758, they 
marched from Illahabad towards Bengal, to take polSeffion of thofe pro¬ 
vinces which, in fa<ft, the Engliih Eaft India Company’s Governor, 
then Colonel Clive,'had in June 1757 taken from the Nabob of Bengal, 
Serajah al Dowlah, and conferred on one of his officers named Meer 
Jaffier Ally Khawn. 

Our Prince was very urlfuccefsful in this expedition; and fo little 
refpeCt did the Englifh in Bengal hold him in at this period, that Colo¬ 
nel Clive, at the requeft of his new made Subahdar Jaffier Ally 
Khawn, marched to * punifli thofe Rajahs “ who had dared to join him” 
The Prince reprefented to the Colonel in a very pathetic letter, that 
t( he had no intentions againflMeer Jaffier's life or government ; that all 
“ he aimed at was an army to make head again ft the Vizier ■, and that 
“ if it pleafed God to favour his caufe, the Colonel might command 
“ any advantages for the Company or himfelf.” Colonel Clive having 
communicated this to the Nabob’s fon and minifters, it was on all 
hands agreed, that “ it would be dangerous to have a Prince of the 
“ blood in any of the provinces. The Colonel therefore lent back the 
f< mefienger with a reipe&ful letter and a prefent of about one thonfand 
pounds jlerling; which behaviour fo charmed the Prince, that he fent 
word to Colonel Clive he would force himfelf under his protection, 
and dare him to deliver him up ; but the Colonel was neceffitated to 
tf anfwer, that he aided under the Subahdar 'Jaffier Ally Khawn s orders , 
“ and would therefore by no means advife him to put himfelf in his 
* l power. Whereupon our Prince was obliged to feek fome other refuge ; 
“ and the Colonel, to intimidate the neighbouring powers from ever 
“ difturbing the Bengal provinces again, thought fit to ftiew his refent- 
“ ment'to Sujah al Dowlah (who had affifted the Prince) by representing 
** to him, that as he could not but know .the inviolable friendship fub- 
“ filling between him and Meer Jaffier, he wondered he fhould pre- 
** fume £0 fend forces into his country ; that if he ftill perfifted in 
“ ientiments of enmity, he ought to own it frankly; in which cafe he 
“ (Colonel Clive) would march up again after the rains, and appeal to 
** the decifion of the fword.” 

It was not convenient to the Engliih in Bengal at this time to ac¬ 
knowledge the authority of this Prince. It may not however be amifs 


See Mr. Luke Scrafton’s Letters, entitled, Refettions or the Gtvernmtni of Hin- 
de/Urt) Pages 117, 118 and 119. 
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now to tlim our e y^s to the other fide of India, and fee the ufies made- 
of Grand Moguls by the Company on the Malabar Coaft, in the cu¬ 
rious reafons given by Mr. Spencer, afterwards/Governor of Bengal, in ail 
apology to If he Mogul, for taking his Majefty's port and city of Surat 
in the year As an extract would do injufiice to tlie fubjeft, we 

beg leave to refer the reader to the bottom of the page for die' copy at 
large of Mr. Spencer’s repreientation * to the Mogul on the occafion. 

Things continued quiet in Bengal for a fhort time; but in the year 
1760 the Prince renewed his attempts on thofe provinces; and though 

* A Representation made to The Mogul by Torn Sr e ncer, in behalf of the Ho¬ 
nourable Englifh Eaft India Company, 1.759. 

“ That by virtue of royal Firmauns of your Majefty’s predeceflbrs, the Englifh hitherto 
“ enjoyed favour at Surat, and carried on their buiinefs in a reputable manner, till in theiu 
days, that the Siddees ufurping an undue authority in the town, ufed it to the ruin of the 
city in general, the lives and properties ofyour Ma}ejly's Jubje&s being made light of by them, and 
\ h % Proceeded fo far as to takeaway the lives of Our feoff in diredt breach of your Ma-’ 

jeiiy s b irmaun; and in fhort, in Head of being the protectors of the place, became the op- 
‘‘ preftors o! it to luch a degree, that the juft oiders of your Majefty were no wavs regarded- 
„ n !-r<T tjV ,, y the: f m h a ‘ 1 , s ’ and things were come to this pafs, that though in confideratiou 
Oi the Tunkhaw f the Siddee was to protect the Bar,, yet fo far was he from dointr it that for 
“ months paft a large fleet of Snncrajee Punt’s (Ballajee Row’s Naib) entirdy fhut up 

the Bar, as did a large land-force by land, to the infinite detriment of the place and inhabi- 
‘ tarns in general without the Siddee’s interfering therein ; and there was the greats! reafon to 
bc.ieve that unlefsjomefpecdy andwgorous meafures had fan been fur fus'd, your Majeflfs famous 
aty of Surat the only port of good Muffulmsn to the tomb of your prophet, would havliL brought 
to jhtune. in. rush circumftaaces, the eyes of the whole town were raft on us, as the only 
“ P erIons force tufficient to Cave the city froiy the calamities that it then feit, and was ftii'j 
“ f urther threatened with ; and in confidence of their felicitations to me, though our bufmefs 
w thefe parts of the world » only to trade and merchandize, and-we are not deftrous of takmAr 
govermgattes or countries -, yet as all the inhabitants of this place, great and Ana 11, were ear- 
. f 1 ■ ^ d€hroup,ofit, and If aw itwas for ihegoed of the place , I wrote to the General of Bom- 
hay on the fobjedi-, in fuch manner, that at an immenfe expence he fent hither, in Our 
King s fhips, a great force of good and experienced men, with alarm? quantity Of artillery 

" a ! ld other ™ fJ ; ke of all forts, with which Move had the happinefi to procure faftH to 
“ the Citv+ and ease to the ttihrihitenu stud : A 1 ■met - Jj - . 


— ^ ^ wnjM'ujs as acjirons oj receiving your orders , fuch benifr 

the intention of the Governor of Bombay and myldf, whofe whole power will be ufed to 
.I maintain the caTHe, i hat we have pofjiffcd ourfihes of fir your Majefiy, and to-prefer re the 
hai and fea open^gatniL all oppoiers, m your behalf ; for we fhall nor apply the Tunkhaw* 
yq.u have granted for this purpole to others, as has hitherto been the cafe ; and ftnee our 
t having done this, the enemies that fur rounded the place both by fea and land, to its great 
“ PmjudiCe, have been removed. We are always ready for the iafety of the caftle and city 
“ 'Y ]th ’ ts Thha bit ants, and therefore hope for your Majefty’s favour in behalfof the Honour- 
able Englilh Company, for whofe good fervices on this occafion I muft refer your Maieftv 
to the reprcfentation of the inhabitants of the place.” See an Account of the War in India 
by R t chard Owen Cam bn dge, Efquire. ^to. 1761, page 226, 
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“they always proved unfuccefsful, yet they kept the country in troubles 
for about three years ; during which time he made feveral other offers 
to thd Englifh of carte blanche, as appears in a letter from Governor 
Holwell who fucceeded Colonel Clive in Bengal, dated Calcutta, the 
14th [line, 1760, directed to the then Commander of the army. He 
was diftrefted and harrafled to fuch a degree during thefe campaigns, 
that on the 8th of February 1761, he was obliged to furrender himfelf 
to the Commander of the Britifh forces, then Major Carnac, at Goyah, 
in the province of Bahar. During his intercourfe with the Englifh, hav¬ 
ing received advices from Dehly of the affaflination of his father All uni 
Gueer, he made them various offers, and repeated his propofals to in¬ 
duce them to join him in his favourite fcheme of obtaining the throne 
of Dehly ; but finding that the Englifh would do nothing for him, ex¬ 
cept the farce of their proclaiming him Emperor at Patna, he was ob¬ 
liged to feek fome other refuge; and therefore about the 21ft June 
176?, he took his leave of the Englifh, and that day quitted the Bahar 
province. But he afterwards had recourfe again to the Nabob Sujah 
al Dowlah, who, upon this fecond vifit, confined him and kept him a 
clofe prifoner, making the fame tool of him as Gazi al Deen, the Marah- 
tahs and Abdalla refpedtively had done before of the other Princes of 
the blood. 

About the end of the year 1763, the Englifh having expelled Coffim 
Ally Khawn from the S11 bahdary of Bengal, that Nabob had retired 
with his treafure and fome of his adherents into the dominions of Sujah 
al Dowlah, whom he at length perfuaded to join him in an attempt to 
recover his loft Subahfhip. Accordingly, in the month of February 
1764,-Sujah al Dowlah came down with a confiderable force into the pro¬ 
vince of Bahar, and brought our Prince Ally Gohar with him. The 
Englifh army then under the command of Major Hedtor Munro, met 
them at Buxar, and on the 23d Odtober 1764, after a very obftinate 
battle, defeated and purfued Sujah al Dowlah into his own dominions. 
In his flight he left the Prince "behind him, who once more threw him¬ 
felf on the Englifh for protection. 

The Englifh Eaft India Company from this period became poftefted 
of Our Prince, and they did not any longer negledt to profit by the 
many examples before them, of making a proper ufe of him. It was 

(fl&i ' 

% See Mr. Holwkll’s Letpf.r to Major Cailxaud. — India TmSIs^ page 52.— u The 
“ fi tua-cion of the Prince at prefect is fuch, that I am lure he would readily and thankfully 
u hearken to an overture from us, and without hcfitation grant a Firmaim, appointing the 
44 Company perpetual Subahdars of the province* His two Firman ns to me, as I before ad-* 

4t vifed vou, offered Carte Blanche for the Company j and I dare fay That to you was of the 
“ fame tenor*” 
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fortunate for him, from his having at this time no friends to whom he- 
could have recotirfe with reliance for even mere perfcnal fafety, that there- 
could be no neceffity for his being aXually confined in fb abject a fituation 
nay his new guardians, who in every refpeX treated him with more 
kindnefi than thofe who before had polfeffion of him, even allowed; 
him, while he continued in their camp, a certain firm for his-daily fub- 
fifience. From this period we fhallgive this unfortunate man his newly 
acquired titles of “ Emperor,” ** Grand Mogul,” “ Shah. Allum the In¬ 
vincible,” or “ King of the World,” 

The Engliih were fiiccefsful in .totally expelling the Nabob, Sujah al 
Dowlah, from his dominions j and while it was yet uncertain how they 
would difpofe of his country, our Grand Mogul feat a petition to the 
Prfefident and Council at Bengal, which was tranfmitted to them by 
Major HeXor Munro, dated from the camp at Banaras, the 22.d of No¬ 
vember 1764,. of the Company’s tranflation of which, the following is an 
exaX copy. 

** If this country is to be kept-, put me in. poiTeflion of it, and leave, 
“ a fmall detachment of the troops with me, to fhew that I am protected. 
" by the Engliih, and they fhall he at my expence j. that if any enemy 
comes at any time againfi me, I will make fiich connexions in the 
“ country, that with my own troops,, and the afore-mentioned fmall de- 
“ tachment, will defend the country without any farther affifiance from 
“ the Englifii ^ and I will pay them of the revenues of the country what 
M film they pall demand yearly. If the Engliih will,, contrary to their in- 
*' tereft, make peace with the Vizier I will go to Dehly ; for I can- 
“ not think of returning again into the hands of a man who has ufed, 
“ me fo ill. I have no friends I depend on more than the Engliih ; 

“ their former behaviour to me will make rae ever refpeX and regard 
M them: now is their time to be in poffeflion of a country abounding 
* * with riches and treafure; I pall befaiisfied with whatever pare they pleaj'e 
" of it. The Rohillas were always enemies to. the imperious Vizier: 

“ they are all my friends.” 

The Prefdmt and Council of Calcutta having confdered the 'Emperor's 
petition , refolved that they would keep a part of Sujah al Dowlah’s 
dominions for the ufe of the Eafi India Company,, and put his Majefiy in 
polfeffion. of all the rert. Accordingly a paper was drawn up, dated 
-December 1761, and fent up to Major HeXor Munro, Com- 

* This means Sujah al Dowlah, who, whilft he hail our Grand Mooul in his polieffion, had 
-created himfdf Vizier. 

mander 
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minder in Chief of the army, with orders for him to get it executed by 
his Majefty, The following is an exadt copy of their tranflation of this 
paper from the Fer.fian. 

“ In confideration of the affiftance and fidelity; of the Englifh Com- 
** pany, which has freed us from, the inconveniencies we laboured un- 
w der, and ftrengthened the foundations of the empire which God has - 
“ given us, we have been gracioufly pleafed to grant to the Englifh Com- 
“ pany our royal favours, according to the following articles, which fhall 

remain firm,, both at prefent and in future.. 

“ As the Englifh Company have been put to a- great expence, and 
«* their affairs expofed to danger by the war with the Nabob, Sujah al 
“ Dowlah, un]uftly and contrary to our royal pkajure waged againft 
“ them, we have,, therefore, affigned to diem the country of Ghazipore. 
“ and the reft of the Zemindary qf Bill want Sing, belonging to the Ni- 
M zamut of the Nabob' Sujah al Howl ah and the regulation and go- 
“ vernment thereof we have given to their difpofal, in the fame man- 
“ ner as it was in the Nabob Sujah al Dowlah's. The aforefaid Rajah,. 
** having fettled terras with the Chiefs of the Englifh Company, is ac- 
“ cording thereto to pay the revenues to the Company ; and the amount 
“ fhall not belong to the books of the royal revenue, but fhall be ex- 
“ punged from them. The army of the Englifh Company having 
M joined our ftandard, fliall put us in pofTeffion of Illahahad, and the 
“ reft of the countries, belonging to the Nizamut.of the Nabob Sujah 
“ al Dowlali, and the revenues, excepting thofe of Rajah Bulwant Sing’s 
“Zemindary, fhall be in our entire management and difpofal. 

“'As the Englifh. Company will be at a farther expence in putting us 
“ in pofTeffion of Illahabad, and the reft of the Nizamut of the Nabob 
“ Sujah al Dowlah, we will therefore, as we get pofTeffion, grant to them , 
“ out of our treafury.y fuch a proportion of the revenues-as the exigencies 
“of our affairs will admit of; and when we are put in full pofTeffion,. 
“ we will reimburfe the whole expences of the Company in. this bufi- 
“ nefs, from the time of their joining our royal ftandard.” 

Elis Majefty, as might be expected, very readily agreed to the con¬ 
tents of this paper;, and accordingly, a few days after the receipt of it, 
that is, on the 29th December 1764, his imperial funnud or firmaun * 
was iffiied, confirming the fame. In con {Sequence of this agreement,, 
his Majefty was put in pofTeffion of Illahabad, and all the Subahfhip of 
Owd, excepting the Rajahfhip, or Zemindary of Bulwant Sing, at whole 
principal city of Banaras a factory was eftablifhed by the Governor and. 

* See this firmaun at large in the Appendix No, XIV. page 2.1. 
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Council for the collection of the revenues, which were latterly fixed at 
twenty lacks *, or about 250,0001. fterling per annum. 

Before the advices of this fuccefsful fituation of the Company’s affairs 
could be received in England, the Eaft India Company were greatly 
alarmed, and had appointed the Right Honourable Robert Lord Clive, 
as Governor aadCommander in Chief, together with a SeleCt Committee, 
who were fent from England, furnifhed with ample powers to purfue 
whatever means they fhould think proper to ertablifliChe peace and tran¬ 
quility of Bengal. Upon his Lordfhip’s arrival in Bengal, on the 3d 
of May 1765, he actually found the general affairs of the Company, 
and of the fettlements at Bengal in particular, in a more flouriiliing 
Bate than they had ever been known> and that, -in fad, there was no¬ 
thing in the general out-lines of government for him and his Committee 
to do, from which either reputation or juft emolument-cordd be reaped, 
unlefs they cut out work for themfelves. They, therefore, refolved 
upon abolishing the treaties then fubfifting, which had been folemnly 
entered into only two months before $ and to model the commercial as 
well as political affairs of the Company upon an entire new plan -j-. 
Their motives for this alteration, which the Company will ever have 
.reafon to lament cannot with propriety be fully conrtdered in this 
place : fuffice it that we relate thole particular circumftances which 
materially affeded the affairs of the Prince of whom we are fpeaking at 
prefen t. 

Among the alterations determined upon, this prince was to be de¬ 
prived of that part of the Nizamut of the Nabob Sujah al Dowlah with 
which he had already been inverted by a folemn treaty, and the Com¬ 
pany was to give up the Zemindary of Bulwant Sing, all of which were 
to be rertored to the faid Nabob,, againrt whole wealth, as Mr. Dow |[ 
juftly obferves, the virtue of fome of our revolutionirts was by no means 
proof, upon his paying to the Company the fum of fifty lacks of rupees, 
•or about 625,000 b rterling. Our Grand Mogul was likewife to be 
fuppofed to have been adually in poffertion of the provinces of Bengal: 
under which fuppoiition, he was to give a paper granting to the Com¬ 
pany, not only the office of the Dewannee § of thofe provinces, but the 

This Zemindary actually yielded to the Hijah at leafl feventy five lacks, or about 
937,500], fterlmg, 

i See a comparative view of the different treaties in our fixth chapter, 
t J 1 was this alteration of the Company’s affairs, and the confluences of it* which laid the 
foundation of all the inquiries and publications that have frnce laid open their affairs, which 
j objected them to the hu£h money they now pay to the Government, and which in its further 
confequences will moft probably put an end, if not to the Company itfdf, at leafi 'to the pre- 
(eju h r nem of its affairs, as indeed is now become highly neceffary, 

[| Dow’s Hindostan* Appendix^ page 78, 

^ Ibis Dmcmnw is explained at large in the 4th chapter. 
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revenues alfo ; by which of courfe, all the treaties with the Nabobs of 
Bengal were rendered void, and new ones made neceflary. He was 
like wife to confirm to the Company the lands before granted to them by 
the former Nabobs, jaffier Ally Khawn and Co film Ally Khawn, and to 
confirm Lord Clive’s jagueer. For all which our Mogul was to be paid, 
by the Englifh Company, from Bengal, the annual fum of twentv-fix 
lacks for his expences and the fupport of his dignity : and he was to 
be continued, in the pofieffion of Corra and part, of the province of 
Illahabad. 

The Select Committee at Calcutta had not the leaft doubt of his Ma~ 
Jeffs complying with all this very readily; becaufe, as they expreifed 
** it *, The King is now dependent on our bounty., his whole hopes of pro— 
** teblion, and even offubjiffence , reft upon us j it cannot,, therefore, be: 
“ fuppofed he will prove obftinate in. denying a requeft, of little confe- 
M quenee to him in his prefent circumfiances , but advantageous to us, his 
** greateft benefactors,. and we may fay his only friends,” 

Thefe were not all the ufes. which, upon this occafion, were to be: 
made of our Grand Mogul. Upon the fame- principles as before, 
funnuds for the provinces of Sicacolc, &c. in the Deckban, valued at. 
the yearly revenue of thirty lacks, or 375,0001. fterling, were to be 
obtained alfo ; in which Lord Clive was refolved to fucceed, as he in¬ 
formed his Select Committee* at Calcutta, in the following words., 
•f' ** I have been cleilred by the Prefident of Fort St. George to obtain 
u funnuds for the five northern provinces, which being a matter of 
v< great importance, I fhall make a point of fucceeding in it; and as 
“ the Nabob (of Bengal) intends pur chafing his Majefty’s favours at the 
“ price of five lacks of rupees, I make no doubt that all the funnuds* 
u demanded on the Company’s account will be afforded gratis." 

To be fure there was not the leaft doubt to be entertained upon any 
of thefe occafions ; for if the youngeft writer in the ferviee had been* 
fent with the authority of the Company to our Sffab Allum , it . was cer¬ 
tain that his Majejly would have granted away the remainder of his em¬ 
pire, the whole world , for the fake of a fubfiftence, and the fecurity of 
his perfbn : accordingly, the grants required of him were obtained un¬ 
der his Imperialfunnuds, orfirmauns, as given in the Appendix, Num¬ 
bers XVII. XVIn. XIX. XX. XXL and XXII. pages 27 to 36.. 

The reader will pleafe to obferve, that this is the fame Prince whom 
the fame Governor, then Colonel Clive, had before oppofed, and even 

* The words of their proceedings at a Committee of the 21ft June 1765. 

+ Lord, Clive’s Letter to the Select Committee, dated, Mooteejiji, the qtli July 1765. 
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thaftifed the rebellious Rajahs for daring to join him ; the Prince whofe 
funnuds, firman ns, or grants, had on many former occafions been de¬ 
clared abfolutely invalid *, againft whom a formal treaty -j- had been 
entered into, between the Company and the Nabob of Bengal, on the 
27th September 1760, and whofe pretentions even the Directors J of 
the Eaft India Company themfelves had acknowledged to be extremely 
doubtful. 

The dependence, however., of this unfortunate Prince was not to be 
appropriated to thefe public ufes only. If we may believe the accounts 
from India, many others of a more private nature were likewife made 
of him ; and it is faid, with 'the great eft appearance of truth, that he 
■was not left to the free management of even- thofe di ft rifts and the fti- 
pend which were ultimately allotted to him; nor of his mints or his 
fervants. As fuch matters would be proper objedts of enquiry for Su- 
■pervifors, it fhould be hoped, that the Directors will, for their own 
honour and the fake of juftice, cauie fnch an enquiry yet to be made, 
in order that their fervants, if any of them have in this refpeft grofsly 
abufed the authority of their ftations, may be made to fufter fuch 
punifliments as they deferve. 

Upon the whole of what has been fet forth in this chapter, it may 
fairly be pronounced, 011 the moft rational grounds, that in reality 
there has not been for fame years paft, nor is at this time, any 
Grand Mogul, or real Emperor of Hindoftan ; that the whole country 
is in a ftate of anarchy, where there is no law, but that of the longeft 
fword ; and that we may agree with Mr. Dow, who fays, with apparent 
truth on this fubjeft, || “ that Hindoftan is at prefent torn to pieces 
“ by factions. All laws divine and human are trampled under foot. 
“ Inftead of one tyrant, as in the times of the empire, the country 
** now groans under thoufands, and the voice of the opprefied mul- 
“ titude reaches heaven. It would, therefore, be promoting the caufe 
** of juftice and humanity to pull thofe petty tyrants from the height 
“ to which their villanies have raifed them, and to give to fo many 
“ millions of mankind a government founded upon the principles of 
£( virtue and juftice.” 

* In a minute of Governor Vanflttart, Cotone! Caillaud and other gentlemen of the Coun¬ 
cil at Bengal, entered on the confutations, under date or the 12th January 1761,11 is faid, 
“ As to the Mogul* s fir maun ^ there was a time wh 11 the orders of I>ehly had fomc weight at 
Bengal, but that time is no more* It is hard to fay who is King at Dehly, or who will be.'* 
i See the loth article of the treaty, No, VIII. 111 the Appendix, page 1 
J General letter to Bengal, dated 19th February 1766. 
i Hindustan, Append ix a page36. 
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As to the unfortunate, though very generous Prince §, who is more 
particularly the object of our prelent confederation, and whom we now 
call The Grand Mogul, we fee him dependent for his fubfidence 
upon the fervants, in fait, of an incorporated fociety of Englifh mer¬ 
chants, who have raifed him to that exalted title for the ferving of their 
own purpofes ; that he is made no other than their tool, and mult, from 
neceffity, be what they pleafe to make him, at lead while he continues 
among them, and the government of that country remains on the pre- 
feat iniquitous footing. 

§ A mid ft all bis mis fortunes this Prince has given feveral inftances of ^reat generofitv, par¬ 
ticularly to the members of the Secret Committee, for their diflingdlhed merit and dilirr- 
terefted fervices.^ One inftance may be feenin Lord Clive’s Letter to the Court of Directors, 
of the goth of September 1765, where it appears his Imperial Majefty had prefen ted Gene- 
ral Carnac with two lacks of rupees : See Authentic Papers concerning India Affairs, pages a 
and ip---And another Inftance was given in the year 1767, when his Majefty like wife ore- 
tented Colonel Richard Smith with £Wo Jacks more ; as appears from the i olio wing minute of 
the Council at Calcutta, 

Ara confutation, held the 14th September 1767, prefent, Harry Verelft, Efqu ire, President, 
John Cartier, Richard Becher, James Alexander, William Alderfcy, Charles Filoyer, 
ana Alexander Campbell, Efquires. 3 

Received a letter from Colonel Richard Smith at Illahabad, dated the 15th ultimo, in an- 
fwer to the Board s letter, dated the 2 Gib July, on the fubjeitof the two lades of rupees he- 
“ requel,ed their permiffibn to receive as a gratuity from the King; offer ing feveral arguments 
** t0 " lir . confideration, and acquainting us with Hrs Majesty’s ablblute re tufa l to receive 
*' bac £ LhC T ‘’f, h ,t ,iad gJ antet,; t^refere inefefing it for us to difpofe of, as might feem 

‘ roo « ^ iaWe/ ;- 1 he late Nabobs of Bengal have likewife, though dlllrefied, 

frequent in/iances of the like grateful generofrty to their benefactors. 
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CHAP. IV. 


° N . the Nature of the OFFICE' called DEWANNEE, and the Mew 
tives for the East India Company's pretending to hold the Ter¬ 
ritories in Bengal under that Title. 

N OTHING could have been better calculated for a blind than this 
hard word Dewannee, which, while it ferved our Eaflern poli¬ 
ticians to amufe even the Britifh legislature, was no other than the name 
of an office, that in reality had not 1 exifted for many years part. In order 
to form the mod: impartial judgment of what it is, or rather was, we will 
nave recourfe to the information of thofe gentlemen who, having adted 
capital parts in the management of the affairs of Bengal, may naturally 
©e fuppofed to be well acquainted with the matter. 

[ E ] Mr 
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Mr. Vanlittart, late Governor and intended Supervifor of Bengal, tells 
us, the Dewannee '* is the office of the j'econd -}* officer of the province, 
called Dewan ; whole bufmefs it is to luperintend the lands and col- 
1 eft ions ; that he is appointed from the court of Dehly , and is in every 
refpect independent of the Nazim, or Nabob ; who, according to the 
original injlitution of the empire , has no right to interfere in the manage- 
nrent of the revenues. 

As explained in a letter $ to the Court of India Directors, dated Cal¬ 
cutta, the r i tli March 1762, from fundry members of their then Coun¬ 
cil in Bengal, the Dewannee is faid to be u The collection of the reve- 
“ nues of all the provinces fubjeft to the Nabob, which are to be ac- 
ts counted for with the Court of Dehly. It differs from the Subahdaree j 
“ the latter being the command of the troops, and the charge of the 
“ jurifdiction of the provinces, the expences whereof are paid out of 
“ the revenues by the Dewan. It was formerly a feparate office; but 

the Nabobs of Bengal, taking advantage of the late commotions in 
“ the empire, have ajfumed it to themfelves . 

Mr. Hoi well, alfo formerly Governor in Bengal, tells us, upon the 
fubjeCt of the Dewannee jl ; , that “ the rents of the lands are the property 
“ of the Emperor. In confequence of which he has a royal Dewan in every 

Nabobfhip, who ought to be accountable to the royal treafmy for the 
,c whole amount of the rents, as rated upon the King's books: but as there 
“ is always a good underffanding between the Dewan and the Nabob, 
“ they never are at a lofs in pretending reafons for the rents falling 
“ ihort, though the whole is ftriCtly and fully collected. What is di- 
“ verted from the royal treafury, is divided between the Dewan and the 
“ Nabob, of which the latter always takes the lion’s fhare.” 

On another occafion the Dewannee is explained to be, (f The col- 
“ leCting § of all the revenues; and after defraying the expences of the 
“ army, and allowing a fuffieient fund for the fupport of the Nizamut, 
J “ to remit the remainder to Dehly , or wherever the King fall refide or 
“ dire 51 ." 

This Dewannee, which was affumed by the faid Right Honourable 
Lord Clive and his SeleCt Committee, a little while before the writing 

* V a NSIT tart’s Narrative, Vol, I. Explanation; page 23, and Introduction, pa^ea. 

f The Vizier is the (irlt. 

5 Se „ e che 2 7 th paragraph of a Letter figned Eyre Conte, Peter Amyatt, John Canute, William 
Litis, Stanlake Batfon, and Harry Vcreijl, in Holwell’s Tracts, page 92. 

H Historical Events, Part I. page 220. 

§ Paragraph 22 d of a Letter i rom the Select Committee in Bengal, dated 20th Sep¬ 
tember 17(35, figned, Clive, William Brightwtll Sumner, John Car me, Harry FcrelfL and 
Pranas Sykes. Authentic Paper s, page 85. J J ’ 
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of die letter laft quoted, had been long before repeatedly offered to the 
Company, as hath been fhewn in the preceding chapter, but was al¬ 
ways rejedled. The words of the Court of Halt India Directors, as con¬ 
tained in a letter on this fubjedt to their then governor and Council at 
Calcutta, were theft; * <£ Your refufal of the Dewannee of Bengal, 
offered by the King” (meaning our Prince Ally Gohar) “ was certainly 
“ very right; and we are well fatisfled with the juft and prudent reaforrs 
“ you give for declining that offer.” 

The reafons for not taking it were then alledged to be, that it would 
be the fource of continual difputes with the Nabob, by occafioning too 
great a diminution of his power, be a continual caufe of jealoufy and 
contention with the country powers, and the European nations who had 
fettlements in Bengal; might fubjedl the affairs of the Company to the 
interference of the Britifh legiflature, or in the end might be attended 
with other confequences highly prejudicial to the interefts of the Com- 
^pany. 

To inveftigate in tins place all the private reafons which occafioned 
this Dewannee’s being thus affumed by Lord Clive and his Seledt Com¬ 
mittee, would be foreign to the purpoie here intended: but of thofe 
publicly avowed or alledged in the aforefaid letter, from Lord Clive 
and his Committee, of the 30th September 1765, we will briefly take 
notice. 

“ The perpetual druggies for fuperfority between the Nabobs and 
** your agents, together with the recent proofs before us of notorious 
“ and avowed corruption, have rendered us unanimoufly of opinion, 
“ after the moil mature deliberation, that no other method could be 
fuggefted of laying the axe to the root of all thofe evils, than that 
** of obtaining the Dewannee of Bengal, Bahar and Oriifa for theCom- 

“ pany*j-\” 

“ By this acquisition of the Dewannee, your pofleffions and influence 
* c are rendered permanent and fecure ; fince no future Nabob will either 
“ have power or riches fufficient to attempt your overthrow by means 
** either of force or corruption. The experience of years has convinced 
t( us,. that a divifion of power is impofible, without generating difcon- 
** tent, and hazarding the whole. All muft belong either to the Com- 
“ pany or to the Nab6b; and we leave you to judge which alternative 
** is the moil deflrable, and the moil expedient in the prefent circum- 
“ ftances^.” 

* Paragraph 55th of a General Letter* dated gth March 1763* 
f Authentic Papers, part of paragraph 22d, page 82 * 

X Ibid - - Part of paragraph 23d, Pages S4 and 85, 
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In a feparate letter from tlie laid Right Honourable Lord Clive to the 
faid Directors, alfo dated the 30th September 1765, the motives for this 
lcheme of affirming the Dewan nee are farther explained, in the follow¬ 
ing words. “ Though the revenues belong to the Company, yet were the 
“ Company’s officers to be the collectors, foreign nations would imme- 
“ diately take umbrage ; and complaints preferred to the Britifh court 
<( might be attended with very embarrailing confequences. Nor can it 
“ be fuppofed that either the French, Dutch, or Danes will acknowledge^ 
« tire Englifir Company Nabob of Bengal, and pay into the hands of 
<* their fervants the duties upon trade, or the quit-rent of thofe didrifts 
“ which they have for many years polleffed by virtue of the royal fir- 
“ mauns, or by grants from former Nabdbs And again : “ In 

“ conlidering the fubjeCl of the Dewannee, and the confequences of your 
“ large increafe of revenues, I-have already obierved, that our acquifitlon 
“ will give no umbrage to foreign nations with refpeCt to our territorial 
" jurijdiSHon,fo long as the prefent Appearance of the Nabob's power is 
“ preferred •f.’’ 

Lord Clive and his SeleCt Committee, in their letter to the Court of 
Directors, of the 30th September 1765, before quoted, fpeak dill more 
plainly, if poffible, of the difference in the Company’s frtuation from 
•die taking the Dewannee. Their exprefs words are in the 29th para¬ 
graph. “ Tou are now become the Sovereigns of a rich and potent king- 
“ dom% And in the 38th paragraph, “ Tou are now not only the coT 
“ leBors, but the proprietors meaning of the revenues of the Nabob's do¬ 
minions. 

Among the many private motives hinted at for this manoeuvre, we 
cannot conclude on this head, without taking notice, that a principal 
one was, to enable the gentlemen who planned and adopted this mode 
of government, to ejlablijh fuch monopolies of the trade of the country, and 
even 0f the common necefaries of life, for their own private Emo¬ 
lument, and fo the fubverjicu of the natural rights of all mankind, as to 
this day remain unparalleled in the hidory of any government, and of 
which we thall treat more particularly hereafter. 

From what has already been faid, we prefume it will appear evident 
to every impartial perfon, that the Dewannee, whatever it had been, 
was an office which, when affumed, had no exidenee 3 the grant of it 
being received, or pretended to be received, from a Prince who, in faCt, 

never had it in his gift j whofe authority, on other iimilar occadons, 

[ 

* A it then tic Papers, Paragraph 12th, ad fmm. page £ 6 * 
f Ibid -'■> - Paragraph 14th. page 28, 

X ibid - - - pages 92 and log,. 
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had been publicly and wholly difavowed by the present receivers of the 
grant; and that the whole was a mere fiction, invented for the private 
purpofes of the Company or Directors, and their fervants or confe¬ 
derates : and to fcreen their feizing on the fovereignty of the country* 
by impeding upon and deceiving* if they could* not only the inha¬ 
bitants of India and foreigners, but even the Britidi nation ; as we hope 
farther to prove by the corroborating facts contained in every fubfequent 
part of this work. 


ciiap. v. 

Of the NABOB* otherwife called The NAZIM, or SUBAHDAR, 

of BENGAL. 

F OR the better underftanding of our fubjeCt, we will examine what 
this officer ought to be, according to the ancient inditutions of the 
empire ; what he has been for fome years pad:, and what he now ac 
tually is ; fupporting what we advance by fufficient tedimonies. 

“ Though by the ancient conditution of the Mogul empire, of which 
the provinces of Bengal, Bahar and Orida are parts, the Nabob, or 
“ fubabdar of thofe provinces was nothing more than the Mogul’s 
Viceroy, yet for many years pad, as the drength of that conditution 
“ been gradually declining, the Su'bahdars of thefe and other pro- 
“ vlnces. have been, in like gradation, aduming an independence of 
“ the court of Dehly : r and the fhock which the empire received, or 
rather the Juhverfion of it (for it has never recovered, nor probably 
c ‘ ever will, from the irruption of the Perdans under Nader Shah) has 
io far confirmed that independence, that the relation between the 
Nabob and the Mogul is at prefent little more than nominal 
Mr. \ anfittart informs us, that <c The Nabob-f*, as he is ufually termed, 
“ or properly the Nazim of a province, is an officer of the Mogul go¬ 
vernment, appointed to fuperintend the affairs of the province, dur- 
“ ing the pie afore of the court. This commiffion extends not even to 
w the life of the pojj'ejjhr ; and in the early times of the empire it was 

* See page5^ 21 and 1% of a Memorial to the King's Mod Excellent Majesty, 
tht«l the 3d February 1762 ; from the CWf of Eajl Jn.fi-i Dintfors. Signed by Lanrtntt 
Ruftlvm, Chairman> Tbmas Rous, Deputy, and Eighteen Directors, Printed for T Brotbertojj 
Corn hill. J > 

f Vansitt art's Narrative, VoJ. I, p, A , 
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« ufual to make frequent removals * f to prevent the dangerous efFc<T$ 
< c of an in creating influence. Neither, according to the original infti- 
££ tntion, has he any right to interfere in the management of the revenues ; 
“ which branch belongs to another officer called The Dewan” (of 
whofe office we have treated in the preceding chapter) <f appointed ajlb 
** by the court, and in every re/pedt independent of the Nazim. It is 
** true, that fince the authority of the Emperors began to decline, the 
« Nazims, taking advantage of the diftrattiqns of the Rate, have ge- 
« net-ally eftablifhed themfclves in fuch a degree of independency as to 
££ pay little more than a nominal obedience to the court. The forms 
“ are Rill kept up ; but they ferve only to ihew what was the original 
“ inftitution. Upon the death of a Nazim, the fucceffion, whether 
«* continued in the fame family, or feized by a ftranger, is not confi- 
** dered as valid till confirmed by the imperial patent; but this the 

actual poffeffor finds no difficulty in obtaining -f.” 

Such have been the Nab6bs of Bengal fince the decline, or rather, as 
the Eaft India Directors more properly fay, “ the fubverfion of the cm- 
“ pi re,” according to the above quotations. But had thofe gentlemen 
boldly told the whole truth, they might have juftly faid, that fince the 
period they refer to, the Nizamut or Nabobfhip of Bengal has, to this 
day, been continually poffdTed by ufurpers and tyrants, who have been 
maintained therein by violence, fraud and murder. 

Upon the demife of the laf lawful Nabob , Sujah Khawn ||, in the year 
1739, his fon Serfraz Khawn took poffeffion of this government, and 
maintained himfelf in it for about three years, until the rebellion of 
Allaverdy Khawn, who was then Governor of the Bahar province. 
This man, who had formerly been Sujah Khawn’s Hookahburdar, or 

* Mr. Orme tells us, there was a time when thefe changes were fo frequent, that a new 
Nabob left Dehly, riding contrary to the ufual manner, with his back turned to the head of 
his elephant, and gave as a reafon for ir, u that he was looking out for his fucceflor.” Sec 
Oeme's Hindostan, Diffemtion, page 28, 

f This alludes to a farce commonly pradtifed fince the fubverfion of the empire, of ob¬ 
taining patents from thefe nominal Moguls who have been fet up by the different ufurpers at 
Dehly, of whom we have treated in our third chapter. In thefe times, a fum of money dif- 
per fed among the principal people about thofe ufurpers would obtain the confirmation of 
any funnud, grant, or office. It was receiving fo much dear gain for a fuppofed gift of 
what was not in the giver's pofleffiors, and by which he could lofe nothing, A linking, 
inftanee of this mode of negotiation is given by Mr. VanJfittart, In the third volume of his 
Narrative, page 4185 where an intriguing Dewan, or mimfter of the Nabob's, named 
Nundcomar, obtains his own titles and feals before his maltar, Meer Jaffier, receives any’ 
afiurances whatever of the royal appointment to the Nabobfhip. Since Mr. Vanfittart’s go* 
vernment, the Grand Mogul's grants of that fort are become ftill cheaper \ the donaeftlc black 
fcrvants of many gentlemen in the fervdee of the Englifh Eaft India Company having been by: 
him created Rajahs, or Princes 5 and many Engl i Hi Gentlemen have returned to Europe 
with the titles of Onirahs, 

II yAtflSITTART's NARRATIVE, Vo 1, L page 5 , 
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pipe-bearer*, after promoting an unparalleled fcene of treachery among 
the perfidious fervants of his mader, defeated him in a battle fought on 
the 28th January 1741-2, in which the Nabob lod his life. 

From that pei'iod the traitor ufurped the government of Bengal, and 
maintained himfelf in it againil the repeated invafions of the Marahtahs, 
(which laded for about eight years to the great deilrmftion oi the 
country and its manufactories) till, on the 10th of April 1756 •f*, he 
died a natural death. 

This ufurper was fucceeded by his brother’s grandfon, the Tyrant 
Serajah al Dowlah, who, upon difputes with the Englifh Eaft India 
Company’s fervants, circumdantially related by Mr. Hoi well and 
others, difpo defied them of all their factories, and on the 20th June 
1756, feized and facked their town and fort of Calcutta, or Fort Wil¬ 
liam, when fuch of the Englifh and their dependents as efcaped the 
tyrant’s fury took refuge on board the trading veffels then in the river, 
and dropped down to Fultah, where they led a moll miferable life till 
December 1756, when the Englifh fquadron, under the command of 
Admiral Watfon, and the troops under Lieutenant Colonel Robert 
Clive, arrived from the Coaft of Coromandel. Inconfiderable as this 
force was, they gallantly proceeded to the re-taking of Calcutta, and 
on the 3d January 1757, happily accompliihed the work, with fcarce 
any lofs ; the enemy abandoning the fort on the very fird £ fummons 
from the guns of his Majedy’s ih ips, when brought up a bread of it. 

The Nabob Serajah al Dowd ah came dowm to oppofe the Englifn, 
who by unparalleled indances of bravery and intrepidity, attended with 
the mod extraordinary good fortune, baffled him in all his attempts, 
and forced him, with his numerous army, to retire to his capital of 
Murihedabad ; having fird, that is on the 9th of February 1757, obliged 
him to make a very advantageous treaty with them, wherein he con¬ 
firmed all the former poflefflons and immunities of the Company, and 
granted them feveral new privileges, as may be feen by the treaty at 
large, antj his Perwanahs, in the Appendix, N os - I. and II. pages 
J and 3, &c. 

This was the fird formal treaty that our Company had ever entered 
into with any Nabob of Bengal. It was folemnly ratified in the 
dronged manner, the Nabob fwearing on the Koran, by God and Ma¬ 
homed, and Colonel Clive pledging the names of God and our Saviour 
faithfully to obferve the.fame. 

* Scrafton’s Reflections, page 31. 

f Ibid, page 50. 

% Ibid* page 6o« 

Necefiity, 
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Neceffity J, which in politics nfually fuperfedes all oaths, treaties,- 
or forms whatever, induced the Englifh Eaif India Company’s repre¬ 
sentatives, about three months after the execution of the former treaty, 
to determine, “ by the blejjitig of God” upon dilpoffeffing the Nabob Se- 
rajah al Dow]ah of his Nizamut, and giving it to another. 

Monfieur Dupleix, the French Governor of Pondicherry, who “was 
** the § firil difeoverer of the fuperiority of European drfcipUne” over 
the natives of this part of India, had already, with his lucceiTes on 
the co a if of Coromandel, invented the traffic in Nabo bihips. Accordingly 
Meer Jaffier Ally Khawn, who had been a J'ammadar, or commander of 
a party of horfe under the late AUaverdy Khawn, and was now a 
General j|, and related to the prefen t Nabob by marriage with Alla- 
verdy’s filler, having before manifefted a bold and traitorous difpofition, 
was the man pitched upon for our new Nabob. He was preierred to 
another rebel-candidate, named Khoda Yar Khawn Laitty, and in con- 
feauence thereof, articles cf agreement were privately feat to him by 
Colonel Clive, on the 2d May 1757. 

The particulars of this revolution are well known. The Nabob Se¬ 
ra j ah al Dowlah, betrayed by his fervant Jaffier, was, with his numerous 
army ol “ 20,000 horfe , 50,000 foot, and 50 pieces of heavy cannon 
beat on the plains of Plaffey, on the 23d June 1757, by a handful of 
men under the command of Colonel Clive, and the Nabob himfelf 
obliged to efcape in difguife. Happy it was for the Company that this 
numerous army made fo little refinance that, according to Mr. Scrafton, 
tjiere were only Jiventy men killed and wounded. 

In confequence of this vidlory, and the conditions which Mr. William 
Watts, the Company’s Relident at the city, had Ifipulated, and in the 
evening of the 5th June 1757, privately executed with Meer Jaffier, 
on the 29th June 1757, he was by *, Colonel Clive formally placed on 

% About this period the Englifh at Calcutta received news of war’s being declared againft 
Fiance; and they at the fame time difeovereef chat the French werefecretly negotiating with 
the Nabob Serajah al Dowlahr It was thereupon rdolved to ftt afide a neutrality with the 
French which hud been at fir ft propofed* and to attack their fert laments immediately* a rdb- 
lution no lboner taken than luckily executed. While the Nabob was artfully amufed, a 
jquadron of his Majcfty’s (hips, under the commands of Admirals Watfon and Pocock, 
with the Company’s troops under the command of Colonel Clive* in veiled Chandernagore*, 
the principal fetdement of the French iri Bengal, which* on the 23d of March 1757, they 
took, after a few hours cannonading from our illips* %nd afterwards razed their town and 
fortifications level with the ground. 

§ See A Letter to the Proprietors of East India Stock, from Lord Clive.’ 
Vzgz 4, printed for J. Nourfe, 1764, 

jj See Mr\ Scrafton"s chStrader of u Meet Jaffier,” in a Letter to the Proprietors of Eqft 
ffidia Stocky from Mr. Henry VmtfiUart , Page 44, printed for J. Newbery, 1767* — 
And Mr. Strafton's Reflefthns* page 75, he. 

+ Scrap ton’s Reflections, page 85 to 88. 

* Ibid. - - Page 93, 
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the Mufnud or throne of the Nab6bs at Bengal, at Murfhedabad., 
A treaty *, confirmed as ufual by the oaths of the contracting parties, 
was alfo entered into between him and the English Company, whereby 
he not only confirmed all their former pofleflions and privileges, and 
the treaty lately made with his predecefibr, but granted alfo feveral 
confiderable new privileges and territories, belides paying immenfe fums 
of ready money, both to the Company and to individuals, as may be 
feen by the copies of the treaty and fubfequent agreements at large in our 
Appendix, No. III. to VII. pages 5 to 10. 

In the mean time, the expelled Nabob Serajah al Dowlah was difco- 
vered on his flight at Ragemahl, feized, and fent down by Meer Jaffier's 
brother to the city of Murfhedabad, on the 4th July 1757, where he 
was -j- privately murdered by order of our new Nabob. 

This was the firft Nazim or Nabob created in Bengal by the Englifh, 
who, after their recent and repeated fuccefles again ft the late -Nabob, 
the French, and the £ Dutch, had acquired fo great a reputation, and 
ip read fuch terror through the country, that there is no doubt they 
might with eafe have marched to Dehly. Revolutions were now be - 
' come a trade, or at leafl: a fund to fupply the exigencies of the Englifli 
Eafl: India Company and their fubftitutes : Meer jaffier was foon judged 

* It was on this revolution that Colonel, now Lord CJive was created or u made an Om- 
« c rah” of the Empire by Meer Jeffery who had juft before received bis Nabobfhip from the 
Colonels hands. See his Lnrdjhip's Letter to the Proprietors of Eqft India Stocky page 35* 
printed for J, Nourfe, 1764, and Mr* Scrafton's Refefihns, page 91, &c« 

For form's fake, the farce of a Mogul’s Firmaun, already mentioned in our note page 3R, 
was to be exhibited ; and as there was in fatSt no real Emperor to grant it* application was 
made at Dehly for the feal of Allum Queer, the prince who was taken out of prifon, let up, 
and afterwards murdered by Gazi al Deen Khawn, and whofe Firmauns to his foil Ally 
Gohar, at another time, Colonel Clive was fo far from admitting, that he marchedtochaf- 
tEze the rebellious adherents of that prince upon the occafrom By virtue of this title of 
Omrah, conferred on him by his own Nabob, Colonel Clive was fuppofed to maintain 6000 
horfc, for the flip port of which the faidNabob c * made him a Jagueerdar, 5 * (fee Lord Clive's 
Letter, page 34) € 6 or Lord of the lands” ceded by the before-mentioned treaty to the Englijh 
Company, upon which the well-known yearly income, called Jagueery of near 30,000!* fter- 
ling, was acquired by the Colonel, 

f ScRAFTON*5 REFLECTIONS, page 94, 

% The Dutch of Bengal feeing the ufes which on all hands were made of Moguls and 
Nabobs in this diftrafted ilate of the country, from the fuperiority of European difciplme, 
formed in their turn the defign of trying their fortune in the fame way* T he project was 
fent from the Dutch fettlement of Chinfurah in Bengal, and adopted by the government of 
Batavia, According to which, upon a well concerted but badly executed plan, a formidable 
body of European and Malay troops, with feven Chips, were, towards the end of the year 
1759, imported into Bengal, but were defeated in their attempts by a bravery which will 
ever do honour to the Englilh j upon which the Dutch were obliged to accede with difgrace 
to very difad vantageous articles of accommodation with the Englifh and their Nabob, and 
to take their troops back again, The particulars of this affair may be feen at large in the 
Englifh and Dutch Memorials, printed 1762, for J* Brotherton in Cornhiil, 
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to be incapable, and not a proper perfon to hold the government th.it 
had been entrusted to him; which, together with the low Hate * of the 
Company’s finances, and other objects of the like political necejjity, made 
another revolution requilitft before the expiration of three years and four 
months. 

Upon this foundation it was determined to depofe Mcer Jaffier ; and 
a treaty was accordingly entered into, in the name of God, with Meer 
Coffim Ally Khawn, who had married Meer Jaffier’s daughter. Meer 
Jaffier was diiplaced without any commotion or bloodfhed, and Meer 
Coffim, though diftinguiffied at firfl: with the title only of Naib or De¬ 
puty-Nabob, was railed to the Nizamut of Bengal, independent of his 
father-in-law, who was brought down to the Englilh fettle me nt at Cal¬ 
cutta, and had a monthly flipend allowed him there for his fubliftence- 

The treaty entered into with this new Nabdb was dated the 117 th Sep¬ 
tember 1760, in which, befides other advantageous Populations, Sun- 
nuds or patents were given, granting to the English Eaft India Com¬ 
pany, to defray their expences and pay their troops, the lands of Burd- 
wan, Midnipore, and Chittigong, yielding a clear annual revenue of 
about 600,000 1 . fterling, And it was particularly ftipulated, by the 
roth article of this treaty, that the Prince Ally Gohar, the Grand Mogul 
mentioned in our third chapter, “ ihould not be fulfered to get any 
“ footing in the country,” as may be feen by the copy of the treaty, 
No. VIII. and the Sunnuds, No. IX. in the annexed Appendix, pages 
11 and 13. 

The Nabob Meer Coffim foon convinced the Englilh that they had 
been deceived in their opinion of him. He was found to aim at an 
independency, which ofcourfe was efteemed by no means confident with 
the Company’s intereft; and in other refpedls he became fo trouble- 
fome, that before the expiration of three years from his elevation to the 
government, it was thought expedient to remove him: a meafure which 
was not now in any refpeft fo eafy to execute as in the time of his pre- 
decelfor. War therefore was formally declared on the 7th July 1763 
and the Englilh refolved on the re-inftatement of Meer Jaffier, to which 
they were in fome degree inftigated by the hope of rtrengthening their 
party with the adherents to, or partizans of that Nabob, who alio took, 
the field with them for that purpofe, a treaty being previoufly entered 
into, which was to take effed upon the defeating and expelling of his air- 
verfary. 

* See Vansittart’s Narrative, Vol. I. 

-fc Ibid. Vol. HI, page 329. 
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MeCr Co film's troops being well paid, difciplined and accoutred, 
fought with great intrepidity ; and had not his fubordinate commanders 
proved deficient in peribnal courage, or even had he himielf had the 
bravery to animate his troops properly by his own prefence in the field,, 
it is more than probable that the Englifh Company would have been left, 
from that day, without a fingle foot of ground in thofe provinces. 
The fuccefs of the war was for fome time io uncertain, that (contrary 
to all former practice) the Writers and other young perfons in the civil 
fervice of the Company were all accoutred, difciplined and formed into 
a military corps $ but by the bidding of God the ilTue oi the battle of 
Gareea, wherein it was long doubtful which fide would prevail, did at 
lad. turn in favour of the Englifh, after the campaign had laded about 
five months. 

Meer Coffim fled, and was purfued from place to place, till he was at 
length totally driven out of his dominions, and forced to take refuge 
with the neighbouring Nabob, Sujah al Dowlah ; upon which Meer 
Jaffier Ally Kb awn was re in da ted in his government. 

By the treaty which was previoudy entered into with Meer Jaffier, on 
the loth July 1763, and the fubfequent agreement of the 16th Septem¬ 
ber 1764, as in the Appendix No. X. and XI. pages 15 and 17, the 
reader will fee, that all former rights and privileges were fecured, and. 
lbme confiderable additional advantages were obtained bv the Englifh 
upon every revolution. The Nabob, as may naturally be imagined, 
after thefe tranfactions was as much dependent upon the Governor and 
Council of Calcutta as could pofiibly be willied j even an officer of the 
Company’s, as dipulated for in the 7th article of the treaty, was from 
that time dationed with him, under the denomination of the Company’s 
Refident, 011 the view, not only of being .a watch and check upon the 
Nabob’s tran factions, but alfo to enforce the execution of any bufinefs 
the Governor and Council might think proper to refolve on. 

Meer Jaffier did not continue long in his new dation, having died 
on the 5 th February 1765: and it was thereupon thought neceflary, 
by the Governor and Council at Calcutta, to make fuch new arrange¬ 
ments for the management of all bufinefs at Murfliedabad, as might 
ferve to render future Nabfibs dill more dependent, and confequently 
the Company more fecure ; for the execution of which defign, four 
gentlemen of the Council at Calcutta were appointed a deputation, 
who had directions not to fix the Nabob in the Mufnud, till he had 
agreed to their requifitions. The perfon fixed on for this nominal go¬ 
vernment was Najim al Dowlah, Meer Jaffier’s elded fon ; a youth then 
of about eighteen years of age. He was denied the liberty of adviftng 
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with thofe nainifters of his father, whom he was defirous of continuing in 
office, becaufe they were fufpefted of having embezzled a great part of 
the revenues, and of not being favourable to the views of the Company : 
nay the principal minifter was, on that account, foon afterwards ieized, 
by order of the Governor and Council, and lent prifoner to Calcutta ; 
when the Nabob found himfelf under a neceffity to appoint fuch other 
minifters and colleftors as the Englifh pointed out to him. An inter¬ 
regnum of feveral weeks * pafied before this bufmefs was finally fettled : 
during which period Najim al Dowlah faw himfelf actually reduced to 
the alternative, of either acceding to the arrangements propofed by the 
Governor and Council, or of relinquifhmg all thoughts of the Nabobfhip. 
Thofe arrangen rents, with refpeft to the col left ion of the revenues, were 
indeed judicioufly made; and well calculated to prevent, in part, the 
very grofs embezzlements which had before been praftifed, to the 
amount of near a million and a half fterling per Annum. The more 
that was faved to the Nabob of the public money, the more remained, 
in faft, for the Company j but however proper fuch appointments might 
be, yet being totally repugnant to the inclination of the Nabob, they 
ferve to point out His entire dependence, which indeed nothing can Ihew 
in a clearer light than the treaty itfelf; by which the Nab6b was evi¬ 
dently deprived of his army, and the nomination of his minifters and 
officers of government. It was dated the 25th February ] 765 (fee the 
Appendix, No. XV. page 22); which every reader ihould attentively 
perufe, who wifhes to form an adequate -f* judgment of fo extraordinary 
and important a negociation. 

Soon 

* NotwithSanding much time paffed in altercation, the treaty, when concluded and ex- 
changed* was antedated to the 25th of February 1765, being the very day on which the de¬ 
puties arrived at Murlhedabad, though Meer Jaffier died the 5th of that month* 

f Upon all thefe revolutions large fir ms of money were obtained by the perfons who con¬ 
duced them from every new-made Nabob In the midft of immenfe fortunes, fuddenly acquired 
by thefe means* Lord CItve T s ftands the moft confpicuous; who upon the making of jafficr 
Ally Khawn, in 1757* obtained a Jagueer of about 30,000!* per annum* exclufive of other 
immenfe prefents* Upon the making of Najim al Dowlah, on Meer Jaffier’s death, in 1765* 
the gentlemen deputed from Calcutta, upon that bufinefs, likcwife received confidcrabje 
prefents 1 which Lord Clive and the ScletS Committee, who arrived at Calcutta foon after* 
greatly difapproved of, arid fet on foot a very fevere enquiry into the condikl of the deputies 
on that occafion. In a Letter to the Proprietors of Eaft India Stock, printed in the year 
1766, p, 53, Mr, John Jobnflone, who was chief of the deputation, in vindication of his 
own conduct, thus recriminates on his Lordfhip, who was the leader of thofe inquiries. 
■* Did the Nabob Jaffier Ally Khawn intend to give no more to Lieutenant Colonel Clive 
M than barely the fum of 280,000 rupees, as his equal ftiare with governor Drake, of the 
44 prefent of 23 lacks to the Secret Committee, and 3 lacks, as his proportion of one-eighth 
M as commander in chief, of the donation of 25 lacks given to the army ? The additional 
* ( prefent he received at the fame time, over and above thofe two other ihares, was reckoned 
f ‘ at 25 lacks, above 300,000 pounds fterling * and it is well known to be the general and 
M eftablilhed praitke among the people of that country to make fuch diftinttians,” 
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Soon after the execution of this treaty, as we have mentioned in our 
foregoing chapter arrived the Right Honourable Lord Clive, with 
lbme of the gentlemen appoined by the Court of Directors, to form a 
Seledt Committee, invefted with unlimited powers (as they chofe to in¬ 
terpret them) for managing the affairs of the Company, And though 
at this time the country was in perfect tranquility, every enemy of the 
Company's actually fubdued, and flick agreements as were thought 
requisite" for the Company's intereft fettled likewife with the Prince 
Shah All urn and the Rajah Bui want Sing, yet thefe gentlemen refolved 
to undo all that had been done j and, as we have before obferved, to 
new model the affairs of the Company : and, in order to effedt the in¬ 
tended alterations, it was determined among them to proceed, as if no 
treaties had been fettled, or peace had not exiffed in Bengal, with 
fuppofmg the Prince, Shah Allum, then really in poffeffion of the impe¬ 
rial crown of Hindoftan, and the expelled Nabob, Sujah al Dowlah, 
actually * Vizier of the empire, and finally, to inveft themfelves, as 
Plenipotentiaries, with full and ample powers, on behalf of the Nabob > 
Najim al Dowlah , to do what they plea fed. 

The Umperor Shah Allum and the expelled Nabob Sujah al Dowlah, 
to whom the objects in view were of no lefs importance than the for¬ 
mer’s being confirmed king of the world, and the latter’s being reftored 
to his loft dominions, readily agreed to every thing that was propofed by 
our Plenipotentiaries j and new agreements were alfo made and entered 
into, by which our Nabob, Najim al Dowlah, very meekly lays down 
his Nabdbfhip, which the Engliih take up, under the title of Dewannee, 
and he agrees to accept of the annual fum of ficca rupees, fifty-three 
lacks and eighty-fix thoufand (or about 673,2661. fferling) for the 

]n a Letter to the Proprietors of Eaft India Stock, from Lord Clive, printed For J. Nourfe, 
1764, p. 17, his Lordfhip had before apologized for his receiving of thole prefents, upon 
his making the Nabob Jaffier Ally Khawn, in.the following words : 

“ The Nabob, agreeable to the known and ufual cuftom of Eaftern Princes, madepre- 
“ fents, both to thofe of his own couTt, and to fiich of the Englifh, who by their rank and 
** abilities had been inftru mental in the happy fuccefs of l’o hazardous an enter prize, fuit- 
“ able to the rank and dignity of a Great Prince. 1 was one amongft the many who 
“ benefited by his favour. I never -fought to conceal it, but declared publickly, in my 
“ letters to the Secret Committee of the India Directors, that the Nabob’s generofity had 
“ made my fortune eajy> and that the Company’s welfare was now my only motive for ftay- 
“ ingin India. What injuftice was this to the Company ? They could expet} no-more than 
“ what wasftipulatedin the treaty. Or what injunction was I under to refufe a prefent from 
“ him, who had the power to" make me one, as the reward of honourable fervices? 1 know 
w of none.” 

J Lord Clive arrived at Calcutta the 3d May 1765. 

* See the Preamble to the Treaty with Sujah al DowM t 16th Auguft 1765, in the 
Appendix, N b XVII. p, 27, 
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Support of his government. He alio agrees to give the Emperor 
twenty-fix lacks, or 325,000 1 . pe: annum, for giving the Dewannee, 
or revenues of his Nabdbfhip to the Englilh; who, in confideration of 
his Majefty’s granting them this Dewannee, alfo engage to become fecu- 
rities for the Nabob Najim al Dowlah’s regularly paying that fum to the 
Emperor. The abfurdity of thefe mock negociations will bell appear 
by a reference to the treaties themfelves ; for which purpofe, as well as 
for more clearly (hewing the entire fubjedlion of thefe Indian Princes, 
we mull crave the reader’s patience to turn to the Appendix, N° XVII. 
to XXIII. pages 27 to 37. ' 

With refpedt to the relation which the Englilh Eaft India Company at 
prefent bears to the Nabobs of Bengal, we cannot explain it in a better 
manner than Lord Clive has already done to the Directors of that Com¬ 
pany, upon the fubjed of this Nabob Najim al Dowlah, of whom we 
have been juft fpeaking. His Lordfhip s words are thefe. 

-j- « Confidering the exceftes we have of late years manifefted in our 
« conduct, the Princes of Hindoftan will not readily imagine us capable 
** of moderation , nor can we expedt they will ever be attached to us by 
“ any other motive than fear. Meer Jaffier, Co film Ally, the prefent 
“ Nabob, and even Mahomed Ally the Nabob of Arcot (the heft Mui- 
“ fulman I ever knew) have afforded inftances fufticient of their in cl in a- 
« tions to throw off the Englilh iuperiority. No opportunity will ever 
“ be negledted that feems to favour an attempt to extirpate us, though 
** the confequences, while we keep our army complete, mu ft in the end 
“ be more fatal to themfelves. This impatience under the fubj edition, 
“ as I may call it, to Europeans is natural; but fo great is the iniatu- 
“ ation of the natives of this country, that they look no farther than the 
« e prefent moment, and will put their all to the hazard of a fingle battle. 
“ Even our young Nabob, who is the iflue of a proflitute, vvho has little 

abilities, and lefs education to fupply the want of them ; mean, 
* ( weak, and ignorant as this man is, he would, if left to himfelf and 
* e a few of his artful flatterers, purfue the very paths of his predeceftors. 
•* It is impoflible, therefore, to truft him with power and be fafe. If 
4< you mean to maintain your prefent pofteffions and advantages, the 
‘ K cotrnnand of the army and receipt of the revenues mnjl be kept in your 
“ own hands ; every wifh he may exp refs to obtain either, be alfured, 
“ is an indication of his defire to reduce you to your original fate of 

+ Part of the 15th paragraph of a Letter, dated Calcutta, the 30th September 1765. 
Authentic Papers, p. 29. 
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« dependency , to which you can never now return without ceasing to 

** EXIST." 

This our young Nabob Najim al Dowlah, by the agreement * made 
between him and the Company in July 1765, was to have a fettled 
income, o-ut of the revenues of the Bengal provinces, of confiderably 
more than fifty-three lacks of ficca rupees per annum . Within two or 
three months afterwards, in confequence of the penetrating infpedtions 
that had been made by Lord Clive and Mr. Sykes, it was reduced 
to lefs than forty-two lacks f : but he died fuddenly on the 8th May 
i*:66, within fifteen months after his exaltation to the Mufnud. 

1 The allowance to his brother and fucceffor Meer Kaneyah, alias Seyf 
al Dowlah, a youth of about fifteen years old, was reduced to thirty-fix 
lacks, which however he did not long enjoy, having, on the 10th of 
March 1770, alfo died fuddenly . 

His youngeft brother Mobareek al Dowlah, a youth of about thirteen 
years of age, was the next Nabob. His allowance upon his accefiion to 
this nominal Government was fettled by the Company’s fervants in 
Bengal, at thirty-two lacks a year; but it was leffened, in the fame year 
1770, to. fixteen lacks by the Court of Directors j who at the fame time 
alfo reduced the income of the minifter Mahomed Reza Khawn, from 
nine to five lacks per annum. 

Our prefent Nabob Mobareek al Dowlah, though a child, ha* already 
been furniihed with a feraglio, which will fcarce contribute to promote 
a long life ; but when, or how Mobareek may die, we pretend not to 
forefee. However, as he is the only remaining fon of Meer Jaffier, and. 
considering the late fatality among Nabobs, it is reafonable to imagine 
the race of them in Bengal is very nearly at an end. It is probable 
our prefent young Nabob may prove the laft of his family, and he may 
likewife wind up the bottom of this office, with refpeft to the human 
race. Whenever he dies, in any way, perhaps one of the Rate- 
elephants may be thought no improper fucceffor, that being an animal 
of great fhew, very long-lived, equally £ traBable, and not fo expen- 
five to maintain as the pageant parts of the human race'. 

* See Appendix, No. XXIII. p. 37. 

t See Lord Clive’s Letter to the Court of Directors- Authentic Papers 
concerning India Affairs, page 27. And Sykes's Letter to the Select Committee 
at Calcutta. Appendix , XXXIX. p. 139, &c. 

t See Sykes’s Letter to the Select Committee. Appendix, page 138. 
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CHAP. VI. 

REMARKS on the foregoing CHAPTERS. 


M ANY intelligent gentlemen in England, who are unacquainted 
with the affairs of India, when they hear the Grand Mogul or 
the Nabob of Bengal mentioned, imagine them to be independent 
Princes, poffeffed of territories in their own right, and either ruling 
their fubjeffs by their own will, or by the eftabliftied laws of India. 
The foregoing chapters, we hope, will let thofe matters in a true light, 
and convince the impartial reader, that nothing can be more diltant 
from truth at prefent than the idea of inch independency. The Nabobs 
of Bengal are no other than the tools of the Englifh Eaft India Com¬ 
pany and their Reprefentatives in Alia, through whom not only the na¬ 
tives, but even Engliftimen, in thofe remote parts, are expofed to every 
fpecies of oppreffion ; for fo grievous is the prefent fituation of Britilh 
fubjeffs in thofe countries, that it is in faff now eafily in the power or 
the Governor of Bengal, whenever he pleafes, to deprive any one of fo 
much of his property as lies within the Nabob's dominions, or even of 
his life, fhould he truff himfelf there, without its being poftible for 
juftice to be procured again ft fuch offenders by any laws now in being 
there, or even here, according to the prefent ft ate of things and con- 
ftirution of the Company. Every fubfequent chapter will ferve more 
to convince the reader of the truth of thefe aftertions. 

The only land which the Englilh Eaft India Company ever legally 
held by a regular grant from a real Mogul, was what the Emperor 
Eurrukhfeer granted them in the year 1717, which was not quite fif¬ 
teen acres, wherever they eftabliflied their faffories, as will be fhewn 
in the following chapter. And from all the concurrent teftimonies pro¬ 
duced in our fourth and fifth chapters concerning the Dewannee and 
the Nabob, to which teftimonies even the Right Honourable Lord Clive 
himfelf has contributed, it appears clearly, that, according to the injlitu - 
tions of the empire, the Nabob, Nazim, or Subahdar of Bengal, or in¬ 
deed of any other part of Hindoftan, had no power over the revenues, 
he being liable to be called upon for the whole amount of them, after 
being paid the neceftary expences of the Nizamut. 

The Nabob therefore could have no right to difpofe of the revenues, 
much lefs to beftow the rank of nobility by creating Omrahs of the 

empire 


ON INDIA AFFAIRS. 4$ 

empire j to alienate lands, or grant away to another perfon, by a for¬ 
mal and public a<5t, any part of a jagueer which he might himfelf have 
Jield only conditionally, in appearance, from the Emperor, as a Ja~ 
gueerdar; which being all imperial adts, could only be done by an 
Emperor eflabliihed on the throne of Dehlv, and fuch an one there has 
not been for many years pall; confequently all the tenures of fuch ter¬ 
ritories and revenues as have been taken by the Englifh Company, be¬ 
yond what were granted them in 1717 by Furrukhfeer, are not legally 
valid, accm-ding to the conjlitution of the Mogul empire , but poft'ei lions 
acquired and held either by violence or ufurpation. 

To fuppofe the exiftence of the old eflablifhed laws and actual form 
of government of the Mogul empire, and to argue therefrom, is highly 
ablurd in fpeaking of the prefent Hate of affairs, when no fuch laws or 
empire exift* In all the publications therefore which have lately been 
made of thofe matters, we meet with numberlefs abfurdities and con¬ 
tradictions j the parties themfelvcs having made the conftitution of the 
Mogul empire appear juft what they pleafed, by reprefenting things in 
inch lights as beft ierved to promote their own temporary interefts. 

Thus in the memorial from the Court of Directors of the Englifh 
Company to the King’s Moft Excellent Majefty, on the fubjedt of com¬ 
plaints from the Dutch Eaft India Company, dated the 3d February 
1762, the Directors by very ingenious arguments endeavour to con¬ 
vince their Sovereign, that the Nabob of Bengal was de facto, whatever 
he might be de jure, , a * Covcreign prince, and the Mogul nobody ; be- 
cauie at that time it was requiftte for their purpofe that Jaftier Ally 
Khawn, our Company’s firft Nabob, fhould appear independent. The 
Right Honourable Lord Clive at that time fupported the fame doftrine, 
becaufe, in gratitude for his having fecured to that officer the Nabob- 
ilup of Bengal, that Nabob had made his Lordfhip an Omrah, and by 
appointing him a Jagueer, made him a fagueerddr , or Lord of the 
Company s lands, who were thereby freed from all dependence , except on 
“ his Lordjhip J*.” But when it becomes neceffary to affume the 
De wan nee, as we have juft feen, then our Nabob is nobody ; and 
Shah Allum iftues his Royal h irmauns with all Imperial authority . 

The fadt is, tnat none of thefe revolutions or pretended grants can be 
fupported. upon principles of juftice. In all the transactions we have 
taken notice of, there was no right but that of the longeft fword, nor 
any law except the will of the conquerors j who could, upon all fuch 

See A Defence, &rc. printed for J. Brothercon, in Cornliil!, 1762, page 22. 
t See Lord Clive’s Letter to the Proprietors, printed for L Nourfe 1764* 
JP a S es 34 - to 36^ . 
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occafions, have taken for themfelves, or given to the Company wKat 
they plea fed, having no check but tketr aim confctences, or feldom any 
rule but that of convenience. 

The Black Nabdbs had the fame reafon for appearing to hold their 
Nabdbfhips by virtue of Imperial Sunnuds, as the English Company 
had for pretending to hold their fir ft lands by grants from the Nabob, 
and their fubfeqnent Dewannee from the Mogul, though they fhould be 
uinder the necefllty for each purpofe refpedively to create their own- 
Nabobs or Emperors; viz. the having fomething oftenfible to fcreen 
their ufurpation, in cafe their pretended right fliould be difputed by any 
other power j but as the fword alone would decide the point in India, 
this cloak, feems to have been chiefly calculated for fervice in our nor¬ 
thern climates. 

Perhaps Lord Clive had this idea principally in view, as a farther fe- 
curity for his Jagueer, when on his laft trip to Bengal he changed the 
irate of the Company's affairs fo fpeedily, by altering all the treaties 
then fubfifting, exalting the Prince Ally’ Gohax, and"introducing the 
Company as deriving every thing immediately from this our new- 
created Emperor, by the manoeuvre of the Dewannee. In the then, 
ftate of the Company’s affairs. It was poffible that the litigation refped- 
mg his jagueer might be revived, or that even Government might inter¬ 
fere therein ; and his Lordihip- well knew that he could fcarce have 
continued in the enjoyment of it, if the Company had been averfe to 
his fo doing; much lefs could he ever have obtained fatisfadion from 
’’• he laws o> counts of Hvndojban, to which, in the opinions of the ableft 
lawyers here, the point muft at laft have been referred for decifion 
Every ftep, therefore, tending farther to eftablifh the authority of this 
unfortunate Prince, as Emperor, and to make the Company appear to 
hold_ all they poffeffed under that authority which was alfio made to 
confirm his .Lord fhip’s Jagueer, was adding weight to his own claim; 
and the additional allowance of twenty-fix lacks per annum, which his 
Lordfhip provided for this our Emperor, was binding him by intereft 
to his Lordfhip’s fide, 1 

it jS fcaice poflible otherwise to account for this extraordinary and 
bold ftep of his Lordfhip, in affuming the Dewannee; which, as we 
have fnewn in our fourth chapter, had been fo pofitively rejeded by the 
Company in March 1763; for it was a ftep that was highlyincom- 
patibfe with .the-Company’s engagements then fubfifting with the Na¬ 
bob and injurious to that family from whom both the Company and 
ms Lordihip had derived the greateft benefits ; nay, and which could 
not fail of laying open and expofing the affairs of the Company to thofe 

national 
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■national inquiries which followed ; while in fa ft they had not in Ben¬ 
gal the appearance of receiving immediately any real advantage from 
the change. That the reader may perceive more clearly the truth of 
this lafl aiTertion, we will lay before him a fliort view of the advantages 
gained by the Company upon the treaties fubfifting when Lord Clive 
and his Committee arrived in Calcutta, compared with thofe made by 
them upon their a flunking of the Dewannee. 

In order to form a right judgment of this comparifon, the reader 
muft be firft informed of the true value of the Zemindary of the late 
Rajah Bui want Sing. At the capital city of Banaras, the judicious 
Governor Vanfittart and his Council had, towards the end of the year 
1764, eftablifhed a faCtory confifting of a Chief and Council, for the 
collection of the revenues of that Zemindary, which was Iikewife more 
advantageoufly iituated for extending and increaiing the files-of broad¬ 
cloth and other ftaple articles imported by the Company, than any other 
faftory they polleiled. His Lordfhip and the Secret Committee (who 
appeared on this as well as on many other occafions, to have brought 
from England all knowledge of the ftate India was in on their arrival) 
upon relinquifhing this Zemindary, refolved alfo to withdraw the fac¬ 
tory ; and without duly confulting the fervants of the Company em¬ 
ployed in that department, were pleafed to fix the revenues of the 
country for the laft year they refolved the Company fhould hold it, end¬ 
ing the 27th November 1765, at twenty lacks of rupees. But it is well 
known that the Rajah, who died about two years ago, collected near 
four times that fum. His brother, the late Sirnaam Sing, was actually 
on the point of making propofals to the Company for giving them fortv- 
fve lacks per annum for that Zemindary, about the time in which this 
country was given up by his Lordfhip. In a very fhort time the Com¬ 
pany therefore might with the greatefl propriety, after making every 
equitable allowance to the Zemindar, have collected fifty lacks ; and 
upon his demife, by keeping the lands in their own hands, upon the 
footing of the Calcutta Pergunnahs, there is not the leaf: doubt to be 
entertained of their having foon yielded eighty lacks, or one million 
fterling per annum. 
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Upon the treaties fubfifting in Governor Spencer^s time, Fe¬ 
bruary 1755 (See the Appendix, N os XIV. and XV. pages 21, 

2 2 &C* 

’ * Sicca. Rupees. Pounds Sterling. 

T he ncceflion of five lacks of Sicca rupees 
per month in confideration of the Com¬ 
pany’s military expences, is, per annum 6,000,000 
The revenues of Kurd wan, Midnipore, and 
Chittigong, (exclufive of Calcutta and 
the 24 Pergunnahs) agreeably to an esti¬ 
mate of Lord Clive’s - 5,000,000 

The revenues of Ghazipore, Banaras, 6cc. 
diftridls of the Zemindary of Bulwant 
Sing, which for the reafons before given 
may with great moderation be efti mated 
at ----- - 4,500,000 


15,500,000 

Or, at as. 6d. each - - - - - 

Upon Lord Clive’s Treaties in Auguft 1765, (fee 
the Appendix, N oa XVIL XVIII. XXII. and XXIII. 
pages 27, 29, 36 and 37.) 


His Lordfhip himfelf * eftimated, that the 
whole revenues of the Company’s pro¬ 
vinces in Bengal, Bahar and Orififa, (ex¬ 
clufive of Calcutta and the 24 Pergim- 
nahs) would amount to 

From which mu ft be deducted. 

The annual ftipend provided by 
his Lordfhip for the Emperor 
Shah Allum - - 2,600,000 

The annual allowance to the 
Nabob of Bengal, which 
though afterwards reduced, 
was firft fixed at - 5>3®^ ljI 3 I 


Or, at 2 S. 6d ? each 


Sicca Rupees. 


25,000,000 


7,986,131 

17,0X3,869 


i*9+&75° 


2,126,733 


* See Authentic Papers, page_26. 
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The difference in favour of Lord Clive’s treaties, according to this 
eflimate, which comprehends every article of a permanent nature, is 
only one hundred and eighty-two thoufand nine-hundred and eighty- 
three pounds fieriing per annum, even admitting that, agreeably to his 
Lordfhip s eftimate, 250 lacks had been actually collected ; which we 
believe, from a variety of caufes, has not been the cafe in any one year 
from his Lordfhip’s eftablifhmerit to this day. It is true, that the Na¬ 
bob, Sujah al Dowlah, upon his being reftored to his country, paid 
the Company fifty lacks of rupees, agreeably to the fixth article of the 
treaty, as an indemnification for their charges in the war. But this 
being only a temporary advantage, again ft which mu ft be alfo placed 
the extraordinary charge of that campaign, it cannot with propriety be 
included in our eft 1 mate among the articles of a permanent annual re¬ 
venue. 

If then we place againft the before-mentioned 182,983]. the 400,000k 
now paid annually to Government, and the additional improvements 
which might have been moft reafonably expected from Bui want Sing’s 
Zemindary, it mud be allowed that his Lordfhip's alterations, upon af- 
fuming the Dewannee, have been no way for the intereft of the Com¬ 
pany, even without bringing to account the amazing increafe in the 
charges of the civil and military eftabliihments, which has been another 
ill confeque-nce, to the almoft entire abforption of the revenues. 

Even the Court of Eaft India Directors feem to have been foon fen- 
fible of this greatly-increaring charge, by their letter to the Seleift Com¬ 
mittee at Bengal, dated the 16th March 1768; wherein, after eftimat¬ 
ing what the various articles of increafe in their military and other 
charges would amount to, exclurive of what might be paid to the Ma- 
rahtahs, if their treaty with that nation Ihould come to a conclufion,they 
thus proceed, in the 140th paragraph. “ When thefe calculations are 
“ made, you will find we already approach the utmojl limits of what 
“ expence can be afforded from the revenues: and fliould there be occa- 
“ lion for any military operations, it will be found we have not altered 
“ our fituation much to our advantage; but have only exchanged a certain 
profit in commerce for a precarious one in Revenue.” 
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C H A P. VII. 

On the MOGUL'S FIRMAUNS, the Passports called DUS- 
TUCKS, and the early POSSESSIONS of the ENGLISH 
in BENGAL, 

T HE Portuguese, who after the firft difcovefies of Vafco de Gama,' 
in 1497, poftefted the greateft power and trade in India for near a 
century, uninterrupted by any European rival, had fettleraents eftablilhed 
at Surat, and other places on the Malabar coaft > at Amadavat in the King¬ 
dom of Guezrat ; on the coaft of Coromandel and in Bengal, long before 
any Englifh trading vefiels vifited India. They were fo early, as about the 
year 15.34, in league with the King of Bengal, then independent of the 
court of Dehly, whom they aflifted with a large force from Goa againft 
the Patan, Shere Khawn. Their principal fettlements in Bengal at firft were 
Porto Grande, which we now call Chittigong, and near Hoogly, Porto 
Pequcno, where, or thereabouts, they ftill preferve their prefent fettlement 
of Bandell: which fettlement at Hoogly was afterwards confirmed to them 
by the Emperor Shah Seleem, or jehan Gueer, the grandfather of the fa¬ 
mous Aurengzebe, on condition of their protecting the Bay and Coaft of 
Bengal againft the incurfions of the Mugg pirates, which were at that time 
very frequent. 

Queen Elizabeth was the firft of Britifti Sovereigns who interefted tbem- 
felves in the voyages of the Englifh round the Cape, to the Eaft; having, 
for the purpofe of eftablifhing a trade in India and China, fent her royal 
letters, by the adventurers of thofe times, to feveral of the Emperors and 
Princes of thofe countries; particularly in the year 1583, by two merchants, 
named John Newbery and Ralph Fitch; and in the year r 596, by two 
others, named Richard Allot and Thomas Bromfield. 

Her Majefty’s letter, dated in February 1583, fent by Mr. John New¬ 
bery to the Great Mogul, or Emperor Akbur, was as follows. 

" Elizabeth, by the Grace of God, &c. To the moft Invincible and moft 
“ Mightie Prince, Lord Zelabdim Echebar, King of Cambaya, Invincible 
" Emperor, &c. 

"The great affeftion. which our fubje&s have to vifit the moft diftant 
<f places of the world, not without good will and intention to introduce 
t( the trade of merchandife of al nations whatfoever they can, by which 
meanes the mutual and friendly trafique of merchandife on both fides 

" may 
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w may come, is the caufe that the bearer of this letter, John Newbery, 
t( jointly with thofe that be in his company, with a curteous and honeft 
ft boldneffe, do re pa ire to the borders and countreys of your empire, wee 
“ doubt not but that your Imperial Majeftie, through your royal grace, will 
favourably and friendly accept him. And that ye would do it the rather 
“ for our fake, to make us greatly beholding to your Majeftie ; wee fhould 
“ more earnefliy, and with more words, require it, if wee did think 
“ it needful. But by the Angular report that is of your Imperial Majeftje’s 
humanitie in thefe uttermoft parts of the world, wee are greatly eaied of 
tc that burden, and therefore wee ufe the fewer and lefte words : onely we 
“ requeft, that becaufe they are our fubjetts, they may be honeftly in- 
“ treated.and received. And that in refpedt of the hard journey which they . 
<( have undertaken to places fo far diftant, it would pleafe your Majeftie, 

K with fome liber tie and fecurity of votage to gratifie it, with fuch prl- 
t*. vileges as to you flia-11 feem good; which curtifie, if your Imperial 
*'* Majeftie fbal to our fubjedts at our requefts performe, wee, accord- 
ing to our royal honour, will recompence the fame with as many 
<c deferts as we can. And herewith we bid your Imperial Majeftie to fare- 
** wel*.” 

Mr Ralph Fitch, who writes the narrative recorded in Hackfuyt, men¬ 
tions their having ft aid at the court of the Emperor Akbur, which was then 
held at Futtebpore, until the 2 8th September 15855 but takes no notice 
of any privileges then obtained. 

The firft Englishman, as may be gathered from Purchases Colledfion, 
who obtained privileges from the Grand Mogul in favour of this na¬ 
tion, was a John Mildenhall He fet out from London in the year 
1599, upon a voyage up the Streights ; after which he proceeded over 
land from Aleppo, through Perfia, to the Mogul’s court at Agra, (but was 
a confiderable time on his journey, the reafons for which delay he gives 
no account of) where he arrived in 1603. He was, as well as his letters, 
very gracioufty received by the Emperor, to whom he prefented a 
Nuzzer of twenty-nine fine hordes, and fome jewellery ; but met with 
great oppofition from the intrigues of the Jefuits, particularly the Ita¬ 
lians, of whofe enmity he complains much 5 and could do nothing for 
want of the language of the country. He therefore applied hard, and 
made himfelf fufficiently mafter of the Perfian tongue, whereby ha 

* See Richard Hackluyt’s Collection, the 2d volume, page 2+5. Printed,.Lon¬ 
don, 1599. 

f SeePuacHAs’s Piigrims, ift Part of his 2d Book, page 114, anno 1625. 
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found means to ingratiate himfelf with the Mogul, and at laft obtained 
Firmauns much to *his fatisfadfion, and wijich were faid to tend greatly 
to the profit and honour of this nation $ but we are not fur nfhed with 
the copies of thofe Firmauns. 

During Mr. Mildenhall’s peregrination, that is, on the 30th Decem¬ 
ber in the year 1600, Queen Elizabeth had granted her firft letters pa¬ 
tent to certain adventurers, for fifteen years, for the difcovery. of the 
trade to the Eaft, by the name of The Governor and Company of Mer¬ 
chants of London trading into the Eaft Indies j which moft probably 
prevented Mr. Mildenhall’s Firmauns from appearing. 

Mr. Thomas Belt*, who went out to India with the direction of two 
flfips in 1611, carried lettdrs Hkewife from King James, and prefents to 
the Great Mogul, Shah Seleem (afterwards called Noor al Deen Jehan- 
gueer) then at Agra. On the 21ft October 1612, be fettled articles of 
trade with the Mogul Governor of Amadavat and Surat, of which he 
afterwards received a confirmation from the Mogul, in a Firmaun, dated 
at Agra the 25th January 1613 j whereby, among other things, it was 
ftipulated, “ That there fhould be a perpetual peace and free commerce 
“ between the Mogul’s fubjedts and the Englifh in all parts of his do- 
“ minions ; that all Englifh goods fhould pay cuftom after the rate of 
“ three and a half per cent, upon the value or price they were worth 
f< when put into the ctiftom-houfe, and that it fhould be lawful for 
t( the King of England to keep and continue an ambafiador at the 
c * court of the Great Mogul, during the time of the Laid peace and 
* * commerce; there to compound and end all fuch great and weighty 
“ qu eft ions as might any way tend to a breach of the faid peace.” 

In the year 1614, Sir Thomas Roe -f , Knight, was appointed, and 
fent by his Majefty, King James the Fir ft, as Ambafiador, with pre¬ 
fents, and alerter to the Grand Mogul, Shah Seleem, or Jehan-gueer, 
which letter the following is a copy. 

“ James, by the Grace of Almighty God, the Creator of heaven and 
* f earth. King of Great Britain, See. Sec. 

" To the High and Mighty Monarch, the Great Mogul, King of the 
** oriental Indies, of Candahar, Cafhmeer, Khorafiaan, See. Greeting. 

(t We have notice of your great favor towards us and our fubjedts, 
“ by your great Firmaun to all your captains of rivers, and officers of 
“ your cuftoms, for the entertainment of our loving fubjedts, the Eng- 
if hffi nation, with all kind refpedt, at what time foever they fhall 

* See Purchas’s Pilgrims, Book II. page 456, &c, 
f Ibid, page 535, &c. 
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<« arrive at any of the ports within your dominions, and that they may 
4t have quiet trade and commerce, without any kind of hindrance or 
« nioleftation, &c. as by the articles concluded by Sheije buftee, Go- 
« vernor of the Guzerats, in your name, with our loving fubjed Cap,- 
“ tain Thomas Bed, appeareth : having thought it meet to fend unto 
l< you our ambafiador which may more fully, and at large, handle, and 
“ treat of fuch matters as are fit to be contidered of, concerning that 

good and friendly correfpondence which is fo lately begun between 
“ us; and which will without doubt redound to the honour and uti- 
“ lity of both nations. In which confideration, and for the furthering 
“ of fuch laudable commerce, we have made choice of Sir - bomas 
“ Roe, Knight, one of the principal gentlemen of our court, to whom 
tc we have given commiffion under our great feal of England, together 
<£ with directions and inftruCtions, further fo treat of fuch matters as 
“ may be for the continuance and increafe of the utility and profit 
“ of each other’s fubjeCts: to whom we pray you to give favor and 
** credit in whatfbever he fiiall move and propound towards the efta- 
“ blifhing and enlarging of the fame. And for confirmation of our good 
« inclination and well-wififing towards you, we pray you to accept in 
“ good part the pvefent which our faid ambafiador will deliver unto 
<< you: and fo do commit you to the merciful protection of Almighty 
« God.” 

Sir Thomas Roe had his firfi audience at court, then kept at Azmeer, 
on the ioth January 1616. He was very gracioufly received: and the 
an Twer which the Emperor Jehangueer wrote to King James’s letter, as de¬ 
livered to Sir Thomas, was as follows. 

After the ufual preamble and compliments, tc our letter, which 
“ you fent me in the behalf of your merchants, I have received,^where- 
“ by I reft fatisfied in } r our tender love towards me ; and delire you 
<c not to take it ill, for not having writ unto you heretofore j for this my 

“ prefent letter 1 fend to renew our loves, and herewith do certify you 

<{ that I have fent forth my firmauns through all my countries to tills 
t{ effeCt, that if any Englifh fhips or merchants Ihall arrive in any of 
“ my ports, my people fiiall permit and fufter them to do what they 

** will freely in their merchandizing caufes, aiding and afiifiing them 

“ in all occafions of injuries that fiiall be offered them, and that the 
« leaft caufe of difeourtefy be not done unto them, as alfo that they be 
c * as free and freer than my own people. And as now and formerly I 
i( have received from you divers tokens of your love, fo I defire your 
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“ mindfulnefs of me by fome noveltys from your country, as an argument 
t£ of friendfbip between us: for fuch is the cuftom of Princes here, 

“ As for your merchants, I have given exprefs order through all mg 
“ country to 'fufter them to fell, buy, tranfport, and carry away at 
" their pleafures, without the let or hindrance of any pedon whatfo- 
" ever, all fuch goods and merchandize, or other tilings, as they fhall 
“ deiire to buy : and let this my letter as fully fatisfy you in the defired 
“ peace and love, as if my own fon had been the mefienger to ratify 

fl the fame. And if any in my country, not fearing God, nor obey- 

“ ing their King, or any other, void of religion, fhould endeavour, 

“ or be an inftrument to break this league of friendfhip, I would fend 

“ my fon, Sultan Khourm, a foldier approved in the wars, to cut him 
“ off, that no obflacle may hinder the continuance and encrea£ng of our 
41 affections.” 

Such was the nature of the firmauns and the encouragement at fir ft 
granted to the Englifb, at the fpecial requeft of the Sovereigns of Eng¬ 
land, in favour of the whole nation. By permifiion of the Mogul go¬ 
vernment, the Englifh Company fettled their fir ft factory in Bengal, at 
Hoogly, where the Dutch had fettled about the year 1625 j and the 
Englifh factors at Bengal were dependent upon the Company’s fetde¬ 
ment at Chinipatam, or Madrafs. Hoogly, which is now in ruins, 
was at this time a port of confiderable trade j to which all foreigners 
in general reforted, as to the grand emporium for the purchafe and fale of 
all commodities in Bengal: but no Europeans were then permitted to raife 
fortifications in Bengal, being juftly kept totally dependent upon that go¬ 
vernment, where they had procured themfelves admittance for the avowed 
purpofe of trade only. 

As the trade encreafed from the indulgences granted to foreign fettlers, 
they were naturally objedts of jealoufy to the natives; fo that caufes 
of difputes frequently arofe in many parts of the empire wherein the 
Europeans had eftablifhed their factories. The Englifhman frequenrly 
met with rebuffs that he could not reconcile to his notions of liberty, and 
the Mogul governors were as frequently difappointed in their expectations 
of Afiatic ferviie obedience from Englishmen ; fo that irregularity and dis¬ 
order were as often committed on one fide, as violence and oppreffion on 
the other. 

Such contefts were by no means favourable to the Company’s trade; 
and they were unhappily carried to fuch lengths, particularly at the 
Company’s fettlements on the Malabar coaft, that about the year 1685, 
the Company thought they had no alternative, but either to withdraw 
their trade, or refift by force the violences of the Nabobswhich were 

after- 


ON INDIA AFFAIRS. 


59 

afterwards not a little aggravated and exaggerated by their governor of 
Bombay. Having before them, from the tranfacftions of the Portugueze, 
recent proofs of the - very great advantages over the natives of India, 
which were to be had from an European naval armament, and the re¬ 
gular difcipline of European infantry, the Company determined upon 
trying what they could effedt by force; and, having obtained permif- 
iion from King James the JId. they fitted out and lent one fleet to 
cruize off Surat, and to take, plunder and deftroy all Indian fliips and 
veffels ; and another fleet with troops to Bengal, to aft vigoroufly in that 
quarter. 

The fleet on the Malabar coaft made immenfe booty at fea, from in- 
difcriminately plundering all Indian merchant-fhips, whiifl: the troops 
in Bengal, under the command of Mr, job Chanock, the Company’s 
chief factor at Hoogly, experienced many changes of fortune. Sir John 
Child, the Company’s governor at Bombay, by his * imprudent conduct 
prolonged the war until June 1690, which was fatal to the then Com¬ 
pany, having coil them above four hundred thoufand pounds flerling, 
before they could get rid of it, befldes the forfeiture of their privileges, 
and the lofs of their credit with the Indians and the Mogul; whofe 
governor of Surat, Sedee Yacoob, took Bombay, and imprifoned the 
Company’s factors, obliging them to pafs through the flreets with irons a- 
bout their -f- necks. 

The bad iiiccefs of this war obliged the Englifli to fue for peace and 
“ pardon from the then Emperor Aurengzebe; for which purpofe they 
** di/parched from Surat two of their faftors to Dehly, under the names 
** of Englifli Ambafladors: one, Mr. George Weldon, who was firft in 
“ cpmmiflion, and Mr. Abraham Navaar, a Jew, who was fecond. 
“ They were brought to Aurengzebe’s prefence, after a new mode for 
(£ ambafladors, their hands being tied by a fafti before them, and were 
“ obliged to pro ft rate themfelves. The King gave them a fevere repri- 
C{ mand, and then afked their demands. They firft: made a confeffion of 
“ their faults, and defired pardon; then, that their Firmaun, which was 

* Hamilton, Vol. Iff:, pages 185 to 229, in his account of the Eaft Indies, where he 
commanded a veffel in the coafting trade tor many years, gives a {hocking account of the 
conduct of Mr. John Child, who was related to Sir Joftah Child, then at the head of the 
Company's affairs in England. This Mr, Child, appointed governor of Bombay about the 
year 1682, was foon afterwards made general in India, and created a Baronet : for money (fays 
our author), which the Company knew how to apply to the neceflities of'King Charles. He 
is reprefented to have been guilty of every fpecles of tyranny, opprelEon, injuftice and 
plunder, alike towards the natives of the country and his own fellow-fubje< 5 ts ; and to have 
involved the Company in this war, which at laft ended as difgracefully to himfelf as to the 
Company and the Kingdom. 

f Account of the East Indies by AUmnAtr Hamilton^ 1727, See alfo Harris, 
Vol, Iff, pages 90i 3 4 cc* 
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“ forfeited, fhould be renewed, and that the Sedee and his army fhould 
*' be ordered off the ifland of Bombay. 

“ Aurengzebe, who was a mild and wife prince, accepted of their fnb- 
“ miffion, and pardoned their faults, on condition that Governor Child 
(< fhould leave India in nine months, and never come back again: and the 
“ Firma'dn was renewed, on condition that fatisfadtion fhould be given to 
** his fubjedts on account of debts con trailed, robberies committed, 
“ and Ioffes and damages made good.” 

Matters being thus fettled from the great lenity of the Mogul, the Com¬ 
pany's agent in Bengal, Mr. Job Chanock, obtained leave for the Englifh 
to return to their factories. He did not choofe to return to Hoogly, and 
therefore firft fettled at Ulbareea, a village fituated on a creek upon the 
weftern fide of the river, near forty miles below Hoogly ; but, finding this 
place inconvenient, he afterwards obtained leave from the Nabob to fettle 
his factory at Sootanutty, a village now comprehended in the diilridts of 
the prefent town of Calcutta. 

Six years afterwards, that is, about the year 1696, feveral of the here¬ 
ditary landholders, headed by the Rajah of Burdwan, declared themfelves 
independent of the Mogul’s governor or Nabdb of Bengal; and, having 
raifed a confiderable force, they proceeded to the taking and plundering of 
Hoogly, the capital Murfhedabad, and Ragemahl, before a flop could be 
put to their rebellion. The Englifh, French and Dutch, with great pro- 
fefBons of attachment, declared in favour of the Nabdb j and availed them- 
felves of this confufion to fortify their fettlements, under rhe pretence of 
lelf-defence. Thus arofe the walls of the Dutch fort at Chiniurah, the 
French fort at Chandernagore, and Fort William at the Englifh fettlement 
of Calcutta. 

The Nabdb who had been fent by the Mogul Aurengzebe, to quell this 
rebellion, was Azim al Shawn, a man of a moft avaricious difpofition; 
which enabled the Englifh, by bribery, to obtain his confent for their 
purchafiug of the Zemindars, or hereditary landholders, the- Zemindary 
rights of the diftridts round them, to the extent of about one mile and 
a half fquare j by which they annexed the villages of Calcutta and Go- 
vindpore to their jurifdidtion, the accuftomed royalties being referved to the 
Nabob. 

The advantages which the natives found under this new eflabliHied 
government, from the favour fhewn to the Englifh, and the great increafe 
of trade after the union of their two Companies, brought a great concourfe 
of people to the Englifh fettlement; the importance of which increafed fo 
tad, that, in the year 1707, the Diredtors in England appointed Calcutta 
to be a Prefidency, independent of Madrafs. 
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We do not hear of any thing farther palling with the Court of Dehly 
refpedting the Fir maun s of the Englifh, till the reign of the Emperor 
Furrukhfeer. The trade of the Englifh Company in Bengal had, from 
the period of their fubmiffion to Aurengzebe, continued to grow daily 
more important; but it was not carried on without frequent interrup¬ 
tions from the officers of the Mogul government, which it was hardly 
poffible to avoid with a colony fo lit u ate d. Being fenJible I ike wife of 
the precarious tenures of their eftablifbments in Bengal and elfewhere,, 
in the year 1715, the Company fent a deputation of two gentlemen to 
the Court of Dehly ; one an Englishman, named John Surman, and 
the other a very confiderable Armenian merchant, named Cogee Ser- 
haud, to folicit redreis for paft, and fecurity a gain 11 future oppreffions 
for an extenhon of their old, and for many new privileges; and parti¬ 
cularly for a fmall fpot of ground to be allowed them wherever they 
fettled a factory. 

It was upon this deputation that the Englifh Eaffc India Company ob¬ 
tained their Grand Firmaun, exempting them from paying any duties 
upon their trade within the Mogul's dominions, on paying a Pefhcufh, 
or acknowledgment of ten thoufand rupees per annum. As this is the 
Firmaun by which they were governed, till they themfelves became the 
makers of Nabobs and Moguls, and will fhew what parts of the peti¬ 
tions of our ambaiiadors were granted, we give it in tire to our readers, 
in the tranllation which Mr. James Frafer, a gentleman well acquainted 
with the Perfkn language, has made of it, and inferted in his Hiftory of 
Nader Shah, viz. 

* All governors, people in offices, 6tc. who are at prefent, and ffiall 
i be hereafter in the province of Ahmedabad, and in the fortunate 

* ports of Surat and Cambay, being in hopes of the royal favour, 

c Know, that at this time Mr. John Surman and Cogee Serhaud, fac- 

* tors to the Englifh,. have reprefented, “ That cuftoms on Englifh 

** goods all over the empire are pardoned, except at the port ol Surat > 
“ and that at the faid port from the time of the late Emperor Shabab 
t( al Deen Shah Jehan, two per cent, was fettled as cuftoms; from the 
“ time of the late Emperor Mohy al Deen Mahomed Aurengzebe Al- 
t£ lumgueer, three and a half per cent, was appointed ; and in other 
(t places none molefted them on this account; and in the time of the 
M Emperor Abul Mazuffer Bahadr Shah, two and a half per cent, was 
“ fettled, and is in force until now. By reafon of the oppreffions of 

M the government officers there, it is three years fince they have with- 

“ drawn their factory. In the provinces of Bahar and OrilTa this na- 

tion pays no cuftoms; and in the port of Hoogly, in the. province 

c< of. 
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« of Bengal, they yearly give 3,000 rupees acknowledgment in lieu 
“ of cuftoms; they are in Hopes, that, according to the cuftom of other 
“ ports, in the port of Surat like wife a yearly acknowledgment may 
“ be fettled in lieu of cuftoms ; they agree therefore to a yearly Pefhcufti, 
£f or acknowledgment of ten thoufand rupees.” 

' The order that fubjedts the world to obey it, and which muft be 
‘ ftridtly followed, is ifiued forth: that fince they agree to ten thoufand 

1 rupees Pefbcufh at tire port of Surat, take it yearly ; and, beftdes 

‘ that, mol eft them on no account. And what goods or effedts their 

* fadtors bring or carry away, by land or water, to and from the ports 

* of the provinces and other parts, looking upon them to be cuftom- 

1 free, let them buy and fell at their pleaiure. And if, in any place, 

* any of their effedts fihould be ftofen, ufe your utmoft endeavours to 

1 recover them, delivering the robbers to punifhment, and the goods 
1 to the owner ; and wherever they fettle a fadtory, or buy and fell 
‘ goods, be affifting to them on all juft occafions; and whomfoever of 

* the merchants, &c. they may have a juft demand on by accounts, 

1 according to equity, give the Engl ilia their due, and let no perfon 
e injure their fadtors. They have likewife humbly reprefented, “ That 
** the Dewans in the provinces may demand the original Sunnud, or 
“ a copy, with the Nazim or Dewan's feal affixed, that to produce the 
“ original in every place is impradticable; they are therefore in hopes, 
“ that a copy under the Kazy’s feal fhall be credited, and they not de- 

mand the original Sunnud, or moieft them on account of a copy, 
u with the Nazim or Dewan’s feal. And in the ifland of Bombay, be- 
“ longing to the Engliffi, where Portugueze coins are current, that, 
“ according to the cuftom of Madrafs, coins may be ftruck : and that 
y whoever of the Company’s fervants, being in debt, runs away, may 
rC be fent to the chief of the fadtory; and that on account of the 
“ * Fowzdary, and other forbidden articles (by which means the Com- 
M pany’s fadtors and fervants are vexed and difeou raged) they be not 
“ molefted,” 

* The ftridt and high order is iffued forth, that a copy, under the 

* Kazy’s feal, be credited ; and that in the iiland of Bombay fortunate 
‘ coins, ftruck according to the cuftom of die empire, be current; and 

* whofoever of the Company’s fervants, being indebted, runs away, 

* let him be taken and delivered to the chief of the fadtory, and let 

* The Fowzdar in all great cities is the magiftrate for licenfing of diforderly houfes, and 
the Tales of fpirituous liquors, and takes cognizance of riots, &c. on which account, by the 
irregularities of the Englifh failors, the Company’s fervants were frequently expofed to diffi¬ 
culties, This relieved them from the FowzdSr’s jurifdicfion. 
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* them not be molefted on account of the forbidden articles. They have 

* likewife reprefented, That in Bengal, Bahar and Oriffa the Com- 
« pany have factories, and that they are willing to fettle in other places. 
“ They are in hopes, that wherever they fettle forty * Begas of ground 
f{ may be gracioufly be/lowed on them by the Emperor ; and that their 
« ffiips fometimes, by reafbn of tempefts, run affiore and are wrecked, and 
“ that the governors of the ports do, in an oppreffive manner, feize the 
« goods, and in fome places demand a quarter part,” c the royal order 
4 is iflued forth, that they aft according to the cuftoms of the factories 
‘ in other provinces in regard to this nation, who have factories in the 

* Imperial ports and dealings at court, and have miracuioufly obtained 

* a Fir maun, exempting them from cuftoms. Take care, in a juft 

* manner, of the goods of their drips that are wrecked or have loft their 

* paffage; and in all affairs aft according to this great order, and 
1 demand not a new grant yearly. In this be punftual. Written on 

* the 4th of Saffer, in the 5th year of this glorious reign.’ (The 6th 
January 17*6-7.) 

Mr. Vanfittart, in his narrative of tranfaftions in Bengal, has given 
another translation of this Firmaun, which differs in many parti¬ 
culars, and even in date, from this of Mr. Frafer. Both thefe autho¬ 
rities are fo good that we do not know which to give the preference to: 
however, as they do not differ in any of the principal points, it is need- 
lefs to fvvell this chapter with the other tranflation > which the curious 
reader may confult in Mr. Vanfittart’s work. 

In order to certify to the officers of the country governments, fta- 
tioned at the feveral watch-houfes and cuftom-houfes in the country, 
what was the merchandize that was to pafs by virtue of the Firmaun 
duty-free, it was always cuftomary for the governor of Calcutta, and 
fometimes the chiefs at fubordinate faftories, to lign a fhort note in 
Englifh, with a more full one on the fame paper in Peril an, dlrefted 
to all officers of the government, in general terms, with an account of 
the goods, the place from whence they were going, and the market 
they were deftined to : to which was affixed the Company's broad feal, 
and this was called a Dustuck. While the Mogul government con¬ 
tinued in full vigour, this Duftuck ought to have condufted the Engliffi 
goods, duty-free, to the utmoft confines of his dominions ; but it foon be¬ 
came of no fervice out of the Bengal provinces j that is, in other words, 
it was minded only where the Englifh power could enforce it. By con- 


ftaht 


* About 15 acres: a Bega being about 16,003 iquare feet, 
+ Vol. 1 . page 9, 
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flant ufage, and the connivance of the Indian government) thefe Duf- 
tncks were always looked upon as, of right, belonging to the covenanted 
fervants of the Company alio, for the carrying on of their own private 

trade. 

Such were the privileges which the Englifh obtained by virtue of the 
Fir maun of the Emperor Furrukhfeer, which were intended to guard them 
in the tranfporting of their goods to and from their principal fetdements, 
again ft the impofitions of fubordinate governors of provinces. At the time 
thofe privileges were granted, and for forne years afterwards, the Indian 
government could fearce feel the lofs or inconvenience arifing from this 
general exemption of the trade of the Englifh from the payment of 
thofe duties which the natives were fubjedt to j as, while no other un¬ 
due influence could be ufed, it only occafloned a lofs in the duties upon 
the Englifh trade* which was then inconfiderable, and had not been ex¬ 
tended but to a few articles. The goods alfo which the Englifh were 
then ufed to buy in the inland country palled through a variety of hands 
before they received them, fo that an induftrious and intelligent native, 
who went about his own bufinefs at firft hand, could, even after paying 
duties, bring his goods down to market at the Englifh fettlement as 
cheap as thofe the Englifhman received with the duftuck j as even the Ar¬ 
menians, many of them at leaft, frequently did. But in fucceeding times, 
with the altered fituation of the country, and of the Company’s affairs, 
the abufe of this privilege became the occafion of the greateft hardfhips 
upon the natives; and the fame has been of late years a principal caufe of 
the prefent diftrefled fttuation of the affairs of Bengal, as will be fhewn in 
.a following chapter. 


C H A P. VIII. 

ON the EARLY TRADE of EUROPEANS to INDIA, and in 
the INTERIOR PARTS of HINDOSTAN; and on the pre¬ 
sent DIFFERENCE between the TRADE of the ENGLISH 
COMPANY and that of BRITISH INDIVIDUALS and OTHER 
NATIONS in .BENGAL. 

T PI E European people that firft figured highly in India, as we have 
before obferved, were the Portuguese; who were indebted for all 
their ancient profperity to the enterpriling genius and refolute perfe- 
verance of one of their princes, of whole exalted merits they appear to 

have 
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have been blameably infenfible ; his fame among them having never 
been, in any juft degree, proportionate to his extraordinary worth 

while they have been extravagant in their encomiums on others, whole 
public merits were comparatively Jnfignificant. 

This, prince was Dom, or Don Henrique , fo named in honour of his 
uncle, Plenty IV. of England, fourth Ion of John the Firft, King of Por¬ 
tugal, by his queen, Philippa, daughter of John of Ghent or Gaunt, 

Duke of Lancarter, fourth fon of Edward the Third, King of England. 
Don Henrique was Duke of Vi feu, and, with his father and two .of his 
brothers, a Knight Companion of the Moll Noble Order of the Garter 
He was by his genius directed to deep and uieful ftudies, and prac¬ 
tically applied himfelf to the making of naval difeoveries. To him Isis 
country owes the acquiiition, and Europe its firft knowledge of the 
Madeira and Azores Iflands; and the fucceffive difeoveries he directed, 
had, before his death, extended far on the coaft of Guinea. 

His example and fuccefs induced the court and kingdom of Portugal 
to purfue thole honourable and ufeful undertakings, which were gra¬ 
dually extended to the Cape of Good Flope, firft known by the name of 

the * Cape of Storms ; and at length this Cape, after many fruidefs 

attempts made by other Commanders, was foccefsfully doubled towards 
the end of the year 1497, Vafco de Gama, who purfued his voyage 
afterwards to f Calicut on the coaft of Malabar j where, in progreftion, 
many other eftabjiihments were afterwards made. 

The more early fruits of thefe profperous adventures were, the acqui- 
fition of the ports of Angola,- which loon made the Pcrtugueze mailers 
of that kingdom j and likewife the ifland of Mofamfeique, to the eaft- 
ward of the Cape j from which ifland, for a long time, they carried on 
a very profitable trade with the inhabitants of the J oppofite coaft of 
Africa, lor gcld-diiji, elephants teeth, cowries, &c\ 

* Caha dos Tcrmntos. It was firft difcovered in the year 1487, by Bartholomew Dias . , 
f 1 he jirji Ameritan land was difcovered by Columbus in 1492, fo that the Eaft andWeft Indies 
were difcovered very nearly together, 

X Oil the eaftern coaft of Africa, extending from the Cape of Good Hope northward to the 
Rcd-Kea, arefeveral good harbours, particularly thole of Sofala and Melinda. It is well known, 
that the country of Monomotapa, on the fhore of which Sofala is lituated, has in it very rich gold 
mines, and ahundance of elephants ; but by being lituated to the eaftward of the Cape ol Good 
Hope, the coaft is within the injudicioufly-extenfive limits of thofe regions to which our India 
Company have an excltifive right of trading i who make little other ulc of it than for taking in 
water and cattle on their voyages. With regard to this country, therefore, which might be made 
a fruitful fo.urce of commerce, the India Company’s exclufivc right of trade has made them, like 
thedeg in the manger, prevent others from obtaining an advantage, of which thev will not avail 
tbemlelves ; which' furely is an cbjcdf defervingof national conilderation. 
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The navigation to India being thus opened by the Portuguese, It would 
probably Toon have introduced many rivals to them in thofe Teas, had 
not the difcovery of America lb fpeedily followed it ; the nearer fixa¬ 
tion of which country, and the hidden enriching of Spain, by the great 
importations which the made of fiver from thence, induced other na¬ 
tions to prefer making expeditions to that quarter of the globe, and par¬ 
ticularly the Englifli, who were early and fuccefsful in their American dif- 
coveries. 

Portugal therefore was a long time unrivalled in her Afiatic commerce: 
and in however rafli and weak a manner the conduced her affairs in 
India, from vain-glory, bigotry, and religious perfection, yet fhe became 
gradually enriched by it to an amazing degree. This profperity of Por¬ 
tugal continued to the time of the failure of the male branches of her 
royal family, of which misfortune Philip the Second of Spain availed 
himfelf for pretences to take poft'eflion of that kingdom; whofe views af¬ 
terwards with regard to America, and whofe frequent embroils with o- 
ther powers, as well as with his own Netherland fubjefts, made him fb 
inattentive to other purluits, as to furnifh from his own conduit and the 
example which he gave to his iucceffors, opportunities to the Dutch, 
when they had cart off the Spanifh yoke, for eftablilhing their own power, 
by means that greatly injured the Portugueze fettlements in Afia, Africa 
and America. 

To the ftrong jeatoufy which Spain entertained of the Portugueze, 
and of courie her difregard to their intcreft ; to her embroils with the 
reft of Europe, and to her predilection for American purfuits, the 
Dutch were principally indebted for thofe opportunities which they had 
the fkill fully to avail themfelves of, for eftablifhing their intereft and 
power in Ada; which till lately, particularly from their monopoly of 
the fpice-trade, had been long fuperior in India to that of all the other 
powers of Europe; and which yet is, and probably will continue, on a very 
formidable footing. 

In the firft age of the Portugueze power in India, their' merchants 
11 fed to trade inland to the moft interior parts of Hindoftan ; fuch 
as Agra, Azmeer, Burrampore, Lahorre, and down the river Indus, to 
Tatta and Amadavat; and, according to Cxfar Frederick’s account, about 

* The fituations of the times werealfo obltru&iveof fuch proceedings. The reformations in re¬ 
ligion were then taking place in feveral parts of Europe, which introduced religious perfection, 
and caul’ed many inteiiine broils. The royal fuccdlion was likewife growing to an end in Por¬ 
tugal, and was aifo endangered both in England and France. Spain was moreover an ohjcdl of 
general jealoufy, and had provoked revolts in feme of her dependent provinces; and indeed the 
general peace of Europe was, in thofe tim#s, by no means on a fecure footing. 
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rhe year 156?, they ufed to fend thirty or thirty-five (hips from Bengal'", 
loaded with nee, cloth, lacks, fugar, long pepper, wood-oil and other com¬ 
modities to the Malabar Coaft every year. . . . _ . 

In thofe times every poffible encouragement was given by the Moguls to 
merchants of all nations, who, very contrary to the prefent impolitic condutt 
of the Eno-lilh Eaft India Company, were allowed free xngrefs and egreis 
for their traffic to and from Bengal, by land and by water; infomuch that 
lame caravans over land were ufed to come from the molt diirant. parts, 
even from Mufcovy, as well as large fleets of boats dawn the rivers f 
Jumna and Ganges, for the purpofes of trade, into Bengal and the adjacent 

* The Portupueze, from too bigotted a zeal for religion, as well as the 
defire of getting money too fall, had been guilty of fuch oppreiiions to¬ 
wards the natives as ferved effectually to root an antipathy towards Euro¬ 
peans in their hearts. This contributed as much as any thing to the 
r U in of their affairs in India, which was alfo not a little battened by the 
rivalffiip of the Englifli, as well as the Dutch, after the year 1600. 
From the time of their fir.ft acquiring power in India, the Portugueze 
had enthuflaflically demoliffied the Idols % of the Gentoos, and by per- 
fecutions endeavoured to abolifli their cuftoms, nay, and even to force 
them to the profeffion of the Chriftian religion, which could not but be 
deftrudive of all commercial intercourse: and, accordingly, as Jo on as 
the natives found protection and toleration in any new-eftablifhed Eu¬ 
ropean fettlements, all the trade in the neighbouring Portugueze ports fpeedily 
dwindled away to nothing. 

The trade of England, diredly with India, was. hardly heard at till 
towards the latter end of the reign of Queen Elizabeth ; who in the 
year 1600, granted her firft charter, or letters patent to certain ad¬ 
venturers of this country, for fifteen years, which Ihe- precautionaryy 
made revocable at pleafure, on two years notice being given under the 

* See Hacjciuyt’s Collection, VoI. I. page 230. In the original, it is frid fro mSataga^ 
which word has puzzled all our old geographers, tor want of a more ultimate knowledge of the 
divifions of Bengal. Satagan, as mentioned byCsefar Frederick, means a diltricf compofcd or 
feveral of the pergunnahs fubordinate to Hoogly, of which the accounts were kept in the King s 
books under the tide of Sircar Sautgaum, and by which that part of the country 

+ Ibid. Page 252 to 257. Mr Ralph Fitch, one of Queen Elizabeth’s ambaffadors to the Em- 
peror Akbut^aysf that in the year 1585, when he went from Agra to Satagan, or Bengal, he fet 
off in the company of many merchants, with a fleet of 180 boats, down the Jumna, loaded with 
fait, (meaning a fpec.es of rock fait called Sambull) ophium , hing, carpets and other commodities. 

± In the life of Dom Joarn de Caftro, a nobleman of high Charafter, wfio‘died_ V iceroy of In. 
dia (publifhed at Paris 1759) there is a letter, dated the 8th March 1546, from John III. King 
of Portugal to that Viceroy, full of the moft rigorous mftru£hons for the extirpation of Idolatry. 
The Gentoos about Goa are to this day obliged to go feveral leagues from the city, whenever 

thev perform any of their religious ceremonies. 
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privy ftal. We know the tranfaftions of that Company could never 

have been very important ; and fuch even as they proved, there ap¬ 
peared to have been an effectual end put to them by the troubles of 
fucceeding times. A new Company was however eftablifhed in the 
reign of Charles the Second ; to which the acquisition of Bombay, as 
part of the dowry of Queen Catherine, mutt have been not a little im¬ 
portant. Yet this trade, during the reigns of Charles and James the 
Second, could never have been intended for other than a very limited 
profecution, as the Companies were circumfcribed to fix good fhips and 
fix pinnaces to be employed therein*. So that either the utility of the 
trade mu ft have been ftrongly fufpeded, or there were fome fecret 

motives for fettering in fuch manner fo important an undertaking; 
which, if good in its nature, could not have been profecuted too far. 
But whatever were the motives for fuch a regulation, there appear no 
rational grounds for fuppofing, that the trade was profecuted with any 
material degree of fpirit during the reigns of Charles and. James the Se¬ 
cond ; becaufe thofe who obtained the firft charter after the Revolution, 
which was granted by William and Mary, were fo languid in their 
meafures, as to give encouragement to an unchartered fet of adven¬ 
turers to eftablifh a new Company in defiance of the royal prerogative, 
and in oppoiition to a body of men, who were, or ought to have been, 
poffeflcd of fuch knowledge, from experience, as w'ould have given them 
material advantages over fuch rivals as probably were Jefs pradtifed 
in the bufineisv It is true, that an alteration in government might 
have oceafioned an alteration in commercial matters j and a languor in 
the proceedings of the firft Company might have principally induced 

the forming of another. All here contended for is, that the little fuccefs 

of preceding Companies, from what caufes foever it might happen, 
ferved rather to di icon rage than animate a new one to fpirited under¬ 
takings ; therefore, till after the Revolution, there is reafon for fup¬ 
pofing the Eafl India trade of this country had been extremely infig- 
nificant. 


* It may be thought flrange, that the confutation of England fhould be fo greatly ftrained, if 
not violated, for the fake of eibablifhing a commercial monopoly, and at the fame time, that there 
fhould be fuch very limited d grees prescribed toils operations. But Portugal in thofe days had 
recovered her independency, and India (bill continued to be a great object with her. One of the 
national bribes to the marriage of Charles with the Infanta Catherine was the furrender of Bom¬ 
bay to this kingdom : and it is not improbable that Charles, who was always in want of money, 
had a fecret prefen t given him to render the acquisition of as little importance as poflible ; which 
lie eld by limiting the very trade of the Company, who had likewifepaid him for granting to them 
his exclufive charter. And this may the more readily be fufpected, as in the reign of King Wil¬ 
liam, the glorious deliverer of this nation, he, his miniltry, and not a few of his parliament, were all 
paid to grant a new charter to an India Company, without any limitation whatever to their trade. 

However, 
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However, after the eredion of a fecond Company, the fplrit of rival - 
ihip occahoned thereby mud have puihed the profecution of that trade 
to the utmoft prudent degree ; which might not be a little affifted and 
encouraged by the very improving Rate of our colonies and commerce. 
This rival contention was continued till the 6th of Queen Anne) when, 
by an ad of parliament, the two Companies were united : which United 
Company, by renewals of their charter, has exified ever fince) and, by a 
late extenfion of that which they poff. s at prefent, they are likely to exift 
till the year 1783. 

It is certain, that fince the union of the two Companies, three commercial 
caufes have greatly contributed to the increafi of this trade; which are, 
firft, the immenfe improvement of our American, and of courfe African 
commerce, both of which have much augmented the confumption of In¬ 
dian commodities : fecondly, lie great increafe of the callico-printing 
bufihefe in this kingdom, owing to an extended foreign demand through a 
variety of channels; and, thirdly, the almoft univerfal introduction of the 
ufe of tea, not only in this kingdom, but likewife into its dependent do¬ 
minions. 

In the early periods of the Eaft India trade it appears, from various 
accounts in Purchases Colle&ion, that the Englifli, as well as all other 
European adventurers, ufed to trade freely inland, under the protec¬ 
tion of the Mogul government; transporting their goods in the car¬ 
riages of the country, called Hackeries, to the mod interior parts of 
Hindoftan, where they carried on a confiderable trade in many articles, 
particularly indigo, which ufed to anfwer very well before the culti¬ 
vation of that plant in America. But upon the confufion introduced 
after the fubverfion and difmembering of the empire, the fecurity of 
merchants became extremely precarious ; who were made fubjedt, as 
we find, to very great impofitions in the different provinces, or Nabob- 
fhips, through which they pafleci. r lhls indeed was fo much the fact, 
that both Companies, while they continued fepnrate, often experienced 
great inconveniencies from their agents going into the interior parts of 
the country to do their fcufinefs; where they were frequently made to 
pay confideraff# fums to the Mogul Governors, or Nabobs, for their 
releafements ; for accommodations of difputes, or for reparation of in¬ 
juries, fometimes real, but perhaps much oftener pretended. There¬ 
fore, after the uniting of the two Companies, when their affairs became 
reduced to a more regular fyflem, it was made a general rule, not to 
permit any who were in "their fervice, or under their jurifdidion, to 
go far into the inland country, without leave firff obtained from the 
Governor and Council of the place at which they refided. There had 

been, 


CONSIDERATIONS 


70 

been, however, at all times, many performs who refilled and traded in dif¬ 
ferent parts of the inland country, who were fubjedt to their refpedtive laws: 
but being acquainted with the Indian languages and cuRoms, they either 
took care to keep themfelves out of fcrapes with the natives, or having got 
into them, extricated themfelves therefrom in the bed: manner they could, 
from knowing they had no kind of claim to the interference of thofe who 
a died for the Company. Such refkidtions on travelling as have been men¬ 
tioned were certainly neceffary and prudent, with regard to the fervants of, 
and dependents on the Company, while the country continued in lo un- 
fettled a Rate; but there can be no longer need of them now, at leaft in 
thofe countries which are under the immediate power of the Englilh So¬ 
vereign-company. Yet it will be fhown in fubfequent chapters, in what 
degrees the Company and their reprefentatives, in later times, have availed 
themfelves of that obfolete reftridiion, to promote their own pernicious 
monopolies of the inland trade, and for the favouring of partial private 
views. 

The whole trade of the Englifh EaR-India Company in Bengal confiRs in 
the fales of broad-cloth, perpets, copper, iron, lead, and a few other commo¬ 
dities from Europe ; and in the purchafe of piece-goods, filk, drugs, laltpetre,. 
and other articles for the cargoes of their returning fhips. The Dutch, befides 
their European imports and exports, carry on a considerable trade, on their 
Company s account, from port to port in India, particularly in japan copper, 
tin, cam phi re, benjamin, tuthenaigue, fugar, Jpices, china-ware, arrack, &c. 
but the only trade of this kind carried on for account of the Englifh Company, 
is a little ophiutn fometimes, from Bengal to Bencoolen, about 600 bales 
of cotton on a Ihip now and then from Bombay or Surat, as tonnage offers r 
and a little pepper from Bencoolen to China ; all of which is very inconfideLi¬ 
able. 

All the goods imported by the Englifh Company into Bengal are fold at 
Rated periods by public audtion, or, as it is termed in India, at Outcry: and 
upon the fales, a difcount of nine, fix, or three per cent., is allowed, according 
as the purchafer clears out his goods within the limited time.. To thefe outcrys 
all perfons, without diflinftion, are invited by the allowance of a duRuck for 
Rich goods as they there purchafe^ which is given by the Governor upon their 
clearing them out. 

The provifion of the inveRment for the cargoes of the fhips re¬ 
turning to Europe, is made from ready money advances in the inland 
countries, partly under the direction of the Chiefs and Refidents at the 
Company’s fubordinate factories of Chittigong, Luckvpore, Dacca, 

* By inveffmem is now underfiopd the goods purchafed at firtl hand, from the weavers, or 
manufaftuKrs, 

CoRim bazar. 
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Coffim bazar, Maldah, Patna, Burdwan, and Mid n a pore, who fend black goma- 
ftahs into the interior parts for that purpofe, and partly by black gomaftahs at 
the other Aurungs, or manufacturing towns, under the direction of a member 
of the Board of Council at Calcutta, who fills the poll of export-warehoufe- 
keeper. 

The foie lawful difference between the trade of the Englilh Company, and 
the trade of Englifh free merchants and free mariners, as it was ever underftood 
and praCtifed in India during the independency of the Mogul government, was, 
that the Company’s goods, by virtue of the Mogul’s firmatm, confirmed after¬ 
wards by the ufurping Nabobs in their treaties with the Company, pafied with 
their du ft tick, duty-free, while thofe of the free merchants and other traders 
were expofed to the payment of the duties eftablilhed by the country govern¬ 
ment. 

The Portugueze have, for a confiderable time part, fcarce carried on, 
-any regular trade at their fettlement of Bandelh The Dutch, French, and 
Danes, the latter of whom at their fettlement of Serampore obtained their 
funnud from the Nabob Allaverdy Khawn about twenty years ago, like wife 
ought to poflefs their privileges of trading in all articles without exception ; 
paying no duties on fuch goods as they import, but only two and one 
half per cent, at Hoogly upon what they export by fea, and conforming 
in all other articles of trade to the eftablilhed cuftoms of the empire. 
They likewife poflefs a final] difiriCf of land round each of their fetde- 
ments, and have been always ufed to give their refpedtive duftucks alfo with 
their goods. 

The Armenians, who have ever been a great commercial body in 
Hindoftan, have alfo long had confiderable fettlements in Bengal, parti¬ 
cularly at Sydabad. Their commerce was likewife eftabltfhed by the 
Mogul’s firmauft, whereby the duties on the two principal articles of: 
their trade, piece-goods and raw filk, were fixed at three and one half 
per cent. But after the fubverfion of the Mogul empire, and during 
the reigns of the independent Nabob-ufurpers, they, as well as the 
Europeans, were at times expofed to great impofitions, and interrup¬ 
tions of their trade. At prefent, fince the Englilh Company have taken 
the lbvereignty o P the country into their own hands, they all trade un¬ 
der the appearance of the old forms, fubjedt in all places within the 
Bengal provinces, out of the jnrifdibUon of their refpedtive lettlements, 
to fuch regulations as the Englifh are pleafed to impofe on them 
through the nominal Nabobs f which regulations on many occafions 

* When the foreigners prove refractory, the Fowzdar of Hoogly is made to fnrround their 
fettlements with troops, in the name ot the Nab£&i to Hop their pravifions* and obftru£t their 
bufinds, This has a6\ually been frequently pramfed. 
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amount to a total prohibition of their trade, being in general tempo¬ 
rary, contradi&ory, and wholly calculated for obftruCtion, 

The difference alfo between the lawful trade of the Company’s fer- 
vants and that of Englifh free merchants and other perfons refiding 
undler the Company's protection was, that the covenanted fervants of 
the Company, as hath been obferved in another place, were by con¬ 
nivance of the country government, and long eftablifbed ufage, in¬ 
dulged with duflucks for the carrying on of their trade duty-free, while 
the others, for want of that duftuck, were fubjeCted to the payment of 
the government duties. It is true, the inconveniencies and impofi- 
tions which the want of this duftuck expofed the European-free-traders 
to, were fuch as generally induced them to prefer contracting with the Com¬ 
pany’s fervants for the delivery of fuch goods as they wanted in Calcutta; 
and it in faCt amounted to an almoft total exclufion of them from the inland 
trade, from one place to another, which, when Bengal flourifhed, was gene¬ 
rally very beneficial. 

With refpeCt to the trade that was actually carried on within the Company’s 
principal fettlements of Calcutta, Madrafs and Bombay, all were, or ought 
to have been upon an equal footing. 

Such was the fituation of trade before the Englifh Company made 
tliemielves the Sovereigns of Bengal : and this reprefemation is agreeable 
to the ideas of the former Courts of Directors in England ; who, in their 
general letters to India down to the year r 757, and particularly in that 
year, gave their exprefs fentiments and directions upon this fubjeCt to 
their different prefidencies, in this manner. “ That all perfons under 
“ the protection of the Company fhould have the liberty of reforting 
“ to, and trading at all and any of the Company’s fettlements in the Eaft 
“ Indies, and at all other places within the Company’s limits, in as full, 
“ true and extenfive a manner as the reft of the Company’s fervants j 
** they paying the duties, according to the ufual and cuftomary methods 
“ and rates eftablifhed at fuch places.” And about the fame time, in order 
to afcertain the rights of perfons refiding upon the weftern coaft: of Su¬ 
matra, the Court of Directors were alfo pie a fed to give their fentiments 
to their Piefident and Council at Bombay in the following words. <( All 
“ perfons refiding upon the weft coaft of Sumatra, who fhall refort to, 
" or trade, either by themlelves or their agents, at Fort St. George, Fort 
“ William, or Bombay, and their refpeCtive dependencies, are to buy 
“ and fell publicly or privately, as they themfelves fhall choofe; deal- 
<[ ' n g freely, and without reftraint with whomfoever they fhall think 
“ proper; and if, contrary to this article, they fhall be oppreffed or 
“ injured by any peribn whatioever, fuch perfon or perfons, let their 
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ts rank be what it may, will incur our bigheft dilpleafure, and fhalbcer- 
** tainly feel the weight of our refentment.’’ 

Thoi'e were the judicious orders given for the protection of trade by 
former Courts of Directors : and by the representation which has been 
juft given of the nature of the Englifh Company’s trade in India, the 
reader, who is a merchant, will eafily fee that upon a footing of fair trade, 
it mu ft be ever for the interefl of the Company, though not for that of 
their fervants, to encourage private traders of all nations, in India, for 
-thefe obvious reafons; that the more traders, the more purchafers of the 
Company’s ftaple imports, the fales of which would be the more in- 
duftriouDy pufired in every corner of India j and the more providers of 
goods at the manufacturing towns, the more the manufacturers would be 
encouraged, and upon a free inland trade, the more goods would come 
to market. But fince the Knglifh Eaft India Company have become the 
Sovereigns, they and their fubftitutes have been exclufively the foie mer¬ 
chants of Bengal, and fee in to have adopted fentiments as repugnant to 
the true fpirit of mercantile affairs, as could poffibly be conceived: nay 
they have of late even ventured to affert, that they alone have a right 
to trade in India ; and in confequence of that abfurd opinion, they 
have directed certain merchants, inhabitants of Calcutta, not to trade ; 
alledging, very nicely, that though they might have a legal right to re- 
fide at their fettlements, they could have no right to trade there; which 
is the fame thing as telling a man he may have a right to live, but 
no right to ufe the means of his profeffion for acquiring wherewithal 
to fupport life. 

It is true, that fuch reftriCtions have never been laid but upon particular 
perfons whom the Company defigned to opprefs and crufh. But how 
miferable and defpicable mu ft that ftate of the government of the Com¬ 
pany’s affairs be, wherein the general fyftem of juflice is flopped or per¬ 
verted, for the fake of opprefting an individual! 

It is true alfo, that this abfurd doCtrine has never been maintained or en¬ 
forced till within thefe fix years paft; fince which time every manoeuvre of 
thofe who govern the Englifh Eaft India concerns, and particularly in Aft a, 
feems to have been calculated with a view to facilitate the monopolizing of 
the whole interior trade of Bengal. To effeCt this, inconceivable oppref- 
fions and hardfhips have been praCtifed towards the poor manufacturers and 
workmen of the Country, who are, in faCt, monopolized by the Company 
as fo many flaves. This fpecies of monopoly has occafioned frequent com¬ 
plaints from the agents of the French and Dutch Companies: the latter of 
whom, upon a late difpute, made propofals to the Englifh for a participa- 
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don of the weavers. As nothing can fhew the ftate of the Company’s in¬ 
land trade in Bengal better than the words of their Prefident and Council 
at Calcutta upon this very iubjedt, we will give them, as contained in part 
of the 6ad paragraph of their General Letter to the Directors, dated the 
14th September 1767, which were as follow. 

“ A participation of the weavers would be to throw off the majk , and 
“ acknowledge ourfelves the fovereigns of the country. It would coun- 
£< teradt, in the moft exp re dive manner, the prof efforts we make , the ap- 
“ pearances we neceffarih a/fume, and the endeavours we ufe of feeming to aSi 1 
<f from the Nabob's authority only. In a word, the difproportion of hands' 
“ neceflary to form their inveftment and yours would appear fo great , that 
“ we could not accept the propofals of participation, without co life fling all 
“ that policy requires Jbould be. concealed 

Various and innumerable are the methods of Op prefling the poor 
weavers, which are daily pradtifed by the Company’s agents and go- 
maftahs in the country fuch as by fines, imprifonments, floggings, 
forcing bonds from them, &c. by which the number of weavers in the 
country has been greatly decreaied. The natural confequences whereof 
have .been, the fcarcity, dearnefs and debafement of the manufactures, 
as well as a great diminution of the revenues : and the provifion of the 
Company’s inveftment has thereby now become a monopoly, to the al- 
moft entire exclufion of all others, excepting the fervants of the Com¬ 
pany higheft in ftation, who having the management of the inveftment, 
provide as much as their confidences will let them for the Company, them- 
ielves and their favourites ; with excepting alfo the foreign Companies, 
who are permitted to make fome fmall inveftments, to prevent clamours in 
Europe. 

As our 14th chapter particularly treats of the general modern trade in 
Bengal, and of the oppreflions and monopolies which have been the caufes 
of its prefent decline, we fhall here refer our readers thereto, for what far¬ 
ther relates to fuch matters. 
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CHAP. IX. 

OF the COURTS of LAW eftablifhed by the CHARTER granted 
to the COMPANY j and of the Government, Poeice, and Ad¬ 
ministration of Justice in BENGAL. 

T N all countries the right adminiRration of juftice is the foundation of 
JL national profperity; as, on the contrary, the grofs and partial abufes of 
it, will ever prove the fources of inevitable ruin. 

Defpotifm and arbitrary violences are not more pernicious to indivi¬ 
duals than they are unpropitious to trade, and hurtful in their confe- 
quences to a Rate. Without great perfonal fecurity, there will be no ex¬ 
traordinary exertions of induftry, nor indeed Rrong applications of any 
kind. Even fortunes will be coniidered as hardly worth acquiring, if 
the poffefllon of them be rendered too precarious ; and Rill lefs will men 
be inclined to hazard fuch as they inherit, in commercial undertakings, 
if not protected by falutary and well-ex ecu ted laws ; becaufe pro¬ 
perty fo employed will be always in danger from the abufes of extreme 
power. 

Wherever the legiflative and executive powers are lodged in the fame 
hands, whether of one or more perfons, they, together, may be coniidered 
to con flit ute complete defpotilm; becaule there will exiR the over¬ 
bearing power of making, altering, abrogating, interpreting, and executing 
laws at will, 

In a great degree, the Engl in') EaR India Company has been inveRed 
with fuch powers, by the authority given them as a body- corporate, to 
make bye-laws for the regulation and management of their own con¬ 
cerns, although with the precautionary provifo, that fuch bye-laws 
ihall be agreeable to reafon, and not contrary or repugnant to the laws 
of the realm. This is a power which perhaps might be lafely trufled, 
where its operations mu ft be within the immediate reach of the laws of 
the land, or even farther, if merely confined to commercial under¬ 
takings. But this high truft in the India Company, which is exer- 
cifed by their deputies, and even by the dependents on thole deputies, 
from unforefeen events, has extended in the rnoft remote regions of the 
glebe, to large, wealthy, and populous provinces, now appertaining 
to the fovereign and Rate of Great Britain ; where the laws of this 
kingdom can afford little protection to thofe who go from hence to 
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India, and none at all to the natives of thole countries ; who, neverthe- 
lefs, are now the fubjeCts of the flate, and ought to be under the protec¬ 
tion of the fupreme legiflative power. This high trull, which, at prefent, 
thus defcends to a fecond and even third delegation, and may be made 
productive of all kinds of injuries and oppreffions to many millions of 
people, is actually executed, at an immenfe difiance from the feat of 
government, by inch perfons as are too frequently mofl interefled in 
the praCtice of oppreffions, and almofl every ipecies of injuflice and 
violence. 

In all national fetdements, Englishmen live under the protection of 
the laws of their country; of the full enjoyment of which right, there is 
no power in this kingdom which can conflitutionally deprive them. -And 
accordingly the laws of England have exprefsly appointed, that juftice 
is to be adminiflred in the Company’s fettlements in India according 
to the Englifh laws, not only to the natives of this realm, but to 
.foreigners who refide there under the Company’s protection, and like wife 
to fuch of the natives of India as choofe to appeal to them. Such is the 
fpirit of the laws made here with refpeCt to juftice in India ; but there 
have been furnifbed, by certain unconflitutional powers given to the 
Company, that which has in praClice fo corrupted, or perverted the letter 
of the law, as to render it little better than a convenient covering to a- 
bufe. 

In England, the Sovereign appoints the judges, who are conflitu¬ 
tionally the expounders of the Jaws and prefiding magiflrates in the 
tribunals of diftributive juflice. But that they mav continue entirely 
uninfluenced in the difeharge of their trufts, the Sovereign, who ap¬ 
points them, cannot difmifs them from their offices. This can only 
be done by an impeachment in parliament, on an exhibited charge of 
high crimes and mifdemeanours in their official capacities, on which 
they are brought to trial at the bar of the Houfe of Peers: fo very 
guarded are the flations of judges againft undue influence in this kino- 
dqm. 

Upon a reprefentation being made to the Crown by the Eafl India 
Company, that “ by a JlriSl and equal dijlribution of juftice within the 
“ factories and places belonging to them in the Eafl Indies, and other 
4< parts within their limits, from the Cape of Good Hope to the Streights 
“ of Magellan, they had very much encouraged, not only the jubjedh 
41 °j Great Britain , but likewife the fuhjeCts of other Princes, and the 
“ natives of the adjacent countries, to retort to and fettle in their feveral 
tf factories, for the better and more convenient carrying on of trade; 

“ by which means fome of the faid factories,, and efpecially the factories 
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« of Madrafs s Bombay, and Bengal, were become very populous: and 
“ upon the petition of the faid Company farther fuggeffing, that the grant- 
“ ing them fuch powers as might conduce to the punifhing of vice, ad- 

ininiftring of juftice, for the trying and punifhing of capital and other 
« criminal offences, and the better government of their faid fettlements 
« abroad j would not only tend to the advancement of thofe good ends, 
“ but alfo to tiie increafe of the national trade, and of his Majefty’s re- 
« venues,” the two charters of juftice of the 24th Sept, in the 13th year of 
Geo. the Ift. (1726) and of the 8th Jan, and 26th of Geo. the lid. 

( 1 753) were i m purfuance of feveral adts of parliament palled for that 
purpofe, granted to the Eaft India Company. 

It was upon a repre fen ration from the Company, that it had been 
found, by experience, that there were fome defedts in the fir(l-men¬ 
tioned charter (of which notice will be taken hereafter) that the fur- 
render of it was accepted, and the fecond Charter granted them. 
The courts of juftice -eftaWiftied by the authority of the Britifli legisla¬ 
ture in the Company’s principal fettlements, especially in Bengal (of 
which we more particularly treat) as appears by the charter laft men¬ 
tioned, are the following. 

Fir ft, The Mayor’s Court ; being a Court of Record, confiding of a 
Mayor and Nine Aldermen, Seven of which Aldermen, together with the 
Mayor, muft be natural-born Britifh fubjedfs ; and the other Two Aider- 
men may be foreign proteftants, the fubjedfs of any other Prince or State 
in amity with Great Britain 3 which Court is appointed a body politic and 
corporate, to have perpetual fucceffion; and,, being perlons capable in 
law to fue and be fued, they, or any Three or more of them, (whereof 
the Mayor or Senior Alderman for the time being,, then refiding in the 
fettlement, to be One) are authorized to try, hear and determine all civil 
luits, adtions and picas, between party and party, that may arife within the 
laid fadtories, except fuch fuits or addons fhould be between the Indian 
natives only ; in which cafe fuch fuits or adtions are to be determined 
among themfelves, unlefs both parties fhall by confent fubmit the fame to 
the determination of the Mayor’s Court. And this Court is further autho¬ 
rized to grant probate of wills, and letters of ad mi nift ration for the eftates 
of perfons dying inteftate. 

For putting this charter in execution, inftrudtions have been lent out by 
the Company, as drawn up by their lawyers, for the diredtion of this- 
Gourt, as to the form and method of their proceedings; which is by bill 
and anfwer, in imitation of the proceedings in the High Court of Chan¬ 
cery; but the Court of Aldermen, or a quorum of three of them, as 
above mentioned, when the caufe is at ifliie proceed to hearing, and the: 
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giving of judgment in matters of the greated concern, without ever ap-' 
pointing a jury to find damages, aft is the cuftom in England. 

The Governor, or Prefident and Council of Calcutta have, by char¬ 
ter, the appointment of the faid Mayor and Aldermen, who, after that 
nomination, are to continue for life in their reipeftive offices of aider- 
men: but this continuation in office is drangely circumdanced; for the 
fame Governor and Council are impowered to remove, without even the 
concurrence of the corporation, any alderman, upon a reafonable caufe, 
of which they are left the foie judges in India; fuch their fentence, or ad¬ 
judication of removal being only fubjeft to an appeal to his Majefty in 
Council, in England. 

The Second Court is The Court of Appeals, being alfo a Court of 
Record, con filling of the faid Governor and Council, any three of whom, 
the Governor, or in his abfence the Senior of the Council being one, are 
authorized by the charter to receive, hear and finally determine every caufe 
appealed from the decrees of the Mayor’s Court, in which the value fued 
for does not exceed one thoufand pagodas, or about four hundred pounds 
flerling; and from all their decifions in caufes above that fum, there 
lies an appeal to the King in Council, upon fecurity being given for the 
payment of the fum adjudged, with interefl from the time of the decree, 
and cofls of fuit. 

The Third Court is The Court of Requests, confiding of Twen¬ 
ty-four Com mi ffioners, felefted originally by the Governor and Council 
from among the principal inhabitants of Calcutta, who are appointed 
by the faid charter to fit every Thurfday, with powers to hear and de¬ 
termine fuits in a fummary way, under fuch orders and regulations as 
fhall from time to time be given by a majority of the Court of Eafl In¬ 
dia Directors; which Com mi ffioners, or any three or more of them, are 
to fit in rotation, and have full power and authority to determine all 
fuch actions or fuits as ffiall be brought before them, where the debt or 
matter in difpute fnall not exceed the value of five pagodas, or forty 
ihil lings. One bad of the number of the Com mi ffioners, being thofe 
who have longed ferved, are removed by rotation annually, on the 
fnd Thurfday of December, and an equal number are chofen by bal¬ 
lot from among themfelves. 

By the faid charter the Governor of Calcutta, and all the members of 
the Council for the time being, and they only, are appointed, and 
have power to aft as juftices of the peace in and for the faid town of 
Calcutta, and ail ether the factories labordinate thereto, with the fame 
powers as judices condituted by commiffions under the great feal of 
Great Britain, in and for any part of England. 
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The Fourth Court is The Court of Quarter Session, confuting 
of the laid Governor and Council for the time being, any three or more 
of whom, the Governor, or in his abfence the Senior of the Council 
then in Calcutta to be one, are authorized to hold quarter-feflions ot 
the peace four times in the year, within the diftridts of Calcutta, and 
were at all times thereafter to be a court of record, in the nature of a 
Court of Oyer and Terminer and Gaol Delivery; and Commiffioners 
of Oyer and Terminer and Gaol Delivery for trying and punifhing of 
all offenders and offences (high- treafon only excepted) done or com¬ 
mitted within the diftridts of Calcutta and the factories iiibordinate 
thereunto : and it is thereby ordained to be lawful for the faid juftices 
and commiffioners refpectively, to proceed by indidlment, or by fuch 
other ways and in the fame manner as is ufed in England, or as near 
as the condition and circumftances of the place and inhabitants will admit 
of, iffuing their warrant or precept to the Sheriff, (who is like wife elected 
and appointed by the faid Governor and Council) commanding him to 
fummon a convenient number of the inhabitants to ferve as Grand and 
Petit Juries ; and the faid Juftices are alfo authorized to do all other 
adte that Juftices of the Peace and Commiffioners of Oyer and Terminer 
and General Gaol Delivery ufually and legally do - 3 and the Court may 
affemble and adjourn at and unto fuch times and places as they fhall 
judge convenient. 

By the faid charter, the Fait India Company and their fucceffors are 
authorized to raife forces within their faid limits, and to appoint fuch 
generals and officers to command the fame by fea and land as to them 
fhall feem meet; with powers to make war, and to kill, flay and de¬ 
ft roy all and every fuch perfon or perfons as may at any time enterprize 
the deftrudtion, detriment, or annoyance of them, or of any of their 
fervants, or perfons dealing with them ; and in time of open hoflility 
they are authorized to ufe and exercile martial difeipline and the law 
martial, in fuch cafes as occafion fhall neceflarily require. In fupport 
of thefe very extraordinary privileges, granted by fuch extraordinary 
flretches of prerogative and power, to a body of merchants over their 
fellow-fubjedts, in the twenty-feventh of George the Second an adt of 

parliament was alfo palled, entitled. An adt for punifhing mutiny and 

defertion of officers and foldiers in the fervice of the United Company 
of Merchants of England trading to the Eaft indies, whereby the Com¬ 
pany and their reprefentatives, the Prefidents and Councils for the time 
being at their fever al fettle ments, are authorized to appoint courts - 

martial for the trial of their officers and foldiers for all offences, to be 
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tried and proceeded again ft in fiich manner as by the laid a£t is dl* 
rented« 

And by virtue of the laid royal charter or letters patent, all fuch 
fines, forfeitures, penalties and fums of money, as may be let or im¬ 
posed upon any perfon or perfons in the courie of juflice in the faid fe¬ 
deral courts, are given to the faid United Tail India Company, whole 
Directors for the time being, or the major part of them, or their Prefi- 
dents and Councils, are, under certain reftridtions, alfo authorized to 
make and ordain bye-laws and'ordinances for the good government and 
regulation of the laid feveral corporations and courts, and to. impoJe 
reafonable pains and penalties upon all perfons offending againft the 

fame. , 

Eefides the above-mentioned courts, eftablifhed in Calcutta by the 
royal charter of juftice, there are two others ftill fubiifting, which were 
granted or connived at by the Moguls, or the Nabobs of Bengal for¬ 
merly, when the Company were totally dependent on the Country 
Government, as they call it. Thefe were courts, if -they may be fo 
Called, that were allowed the Company for the prefervation of order 
and good government in Calcutta, and in the very limited diftiidts foi-* 
merly belonging to it, when they had no other authority for the exercife oi 
any judicial powers. 

One is the Court of Cutcherry, which, on its prefent eftabliih- 
ment, is ccmpofed of the Company’s fervants under Council, any three of 
whom, their Prefident being one, upon days ftated at their own op¬ 
tion, meet for the hearing, trying and determining, in a fummary 
way, all matters of meum and tuum to any amount, wherein only the 
native inhabitants of Calcutta are concerned. The mode of pro¬ 
ceeding is indeed as fummary as poffible. The plaintiff and defendant, 
with their refpedtive witneffes, being fummoned, the Court hears what 
they have to offer and prove, viva C ooce y and immediately proceed to 
decree in fuch matters as do not admit of much conteft. From the de- 
ciiions of this Court the Company have directed appeals to lie finally to 
the Governor and Council ; which however is feidom done, except in 
matters of the greateft confeqiience, as it is in thofe cafes the general 
practice of the Court, when not unduly interrupted, to have every 
caufe determined by arbitrators or umpires, chofen by the parties, or 
with their confent j whofe decifion is final, and made a decree of the 
Court. 

The other Cutcherry is called the Zemindary, or Fowzdary 
Court, in which, according to late practice, prefides a member of the 
Board of Council, or fometimes a fervaot under Council, alone; his 
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Bufinefs is to enquire into complaints of a criminal nature among the black 
inhabitants, and in cafes where the natives do not apply to the Etiglilh ef- 
tablifhed courts of juffice; in which cafes the charter, as we have already 
feen, direCts, that the EngliHr laws only ffiall be abler ved. He proceeds alfo 
in the above fummary. way to fentence and punifhment, by tine, impri- 
fonment, condemnation to work in chains upon the roads for any fpace of 
time, even for life; and by flagellation, in capital cafes, even to death. 
The ancient Moguls and Nabobs would not permit any of the profeflors of 
Flam to be hanged according to the Englifh cuftom, efleeming that too ig¬ 
nominious a death for a Mahomedan to fuffer; therefore, in fuch cafes as 
were deemed capital, only the lafh was permitted to be indicted until death 
on the Mogul’s fubjeCts, Mahomedans and Gentoos *, but the officers of the 
Court called Chmvbuckfwdrs, or Lafhbearers, are fometimes fo dextrous as 
to be able to kill a man with two or three ftrokes of the Indian chawbuck. 
In cafes which, according to the ufage of this Court or Office, are 
deemed to deferve death, it has been ufual for the Zemindar firft to obtain 
the approbation of the Prefident and Council, before the fatal ftroke be 
given. 

Befides the above-mentioned, there is another Cutcherry, called 
The Collector’s Cutcherry, which has been eflablifbed in Cal¬ 
cutta ever fince the Company had any thing to do with the colledfion 
of ground-rents. By the treaty of June 1757, the Nabob Jaffier Ally 
Khawn granted to the Englifh Company, as Zemindars , all tile lands - 
about Calcutta, to the extent of fix hundred yards without the ditch called 
'The Marahtah Ditch*', which partly furrounds the town, and like wife - 
the land lying fbuth of Calcutta, generally known by the name of the 
Twenty-four Pergunnahs; all which is now under the jurisdiction of the 
Collector, who is generally a member of the Council, though fometimes 
a junior fervant. This officer has charge of the collection of the reve¬ 
nues of thofe diftriCtf, and fuperintends, nay abfolutely direCts all ju¬ 
dicial matters arifing within the jurisdiction of the laid Twenty-four 
Pergunnahs. He is, from the nature of his office, greatly concerned 
alfo in the. police of the town of Calcutta, iffuing under the Company’s 
feal the leafes called Voltahs to the inhabitants, for the tenures of their 
houfes and grounds, repairing the roads and difpohng of the petty farms, 
which confhtute a conliderable part of the revenue of the town of Cal¬ 
cutta • granting licences to the natives to marry, on which the Com- 

* This means a ditch fo called, which, in the year 1742, the inhabitants of Calcutta, by 
permiffion of the Governor and Council, undertook to dig alt their own expence^ and carry 
round the fettlementj as a fccurity againft the incuriions of the Marahtahs., 
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■pany alio called a duty (three Sicca rupees from each party) as well as 
cn the tales of regiftered Oaves and new-built tloops. -All grain brought into 
the Gunges or public granaries, as well as every ncceiiary of life, with 
many other articles brought to the Bazars or public markets in Calcutta, 
pay a duty upon importation, the collection of which is fuperintended by 
this Collector. The privilege of exercidng many handicraft-trades is like- 
wile farmed out by the Col left or to farmers, who col I eft from -fome a 
ceitain fum for the licence of exercising their refpeftive trades, and from 
others even a part of their daily wages. The colleftion of many of thefe 
taxes gives occallon to great opprellions from the farmers, and the number- 
lefs harpies who are neceffarily employed as tax-gatherers, and are in ge¬ 
neral of great prejudice to induftry and population among the lower ciafs 
of people, who are barrafied on all fides; for it is even a common thing 
to lee the feapoys, who are Rationed as guards at different places, take 
from the poor as they pals to market lomething out of every one's 
■bafket. The principal or head Cutcherry of this officer is in Calcutta, 
where he tranlafts the bufmels of his department, and where the far¬ 
mers and tenants under his jurifdiftion who are backward in their pay¬ 
ments, as well as others for crimes and mifdemeanors, are confined, 
whipped, and other wile punilhed, independently of the other courts efta- 
blilhed in Calcutta. 

All other matters of policy, government and police, are ufually exe¬ 
cuted by the Governor and Members of the Council at Calcutta, or by a 
Secret or Seleft Committee, compofed of part of the fa-id Council; which 
Committee has of late been entrufted by the Court of Directors with powers 
independent of and fuperior to thofe of the whole Council. The original 
intention of the appointment of a Seleft Committee was for conducting the 
Company’s military and political operations with fecrecy; but the Go¬ 
vernors and Committees in Bengal, who have of late been entrufted 
with fuch extraordinary powers, have turned them very conveniently to 
their emolument, and the ierving of their own private views, having for 
that purpofe extended their jurifdiftion, without limits, to all affairs, com¬ 
mercial, civil and criminal, as well as military and political, wherein a 
pleaded neceffity of fecrecy has been made to authorize all kinds of arbi¬ 
trary and unwarrantable afts. 

The Governor, who is likewife Commander in Chief of all the Com¬ 
pany’s forces, is always Prefidenr of thefe Seleft Committees ; and, by the 
eftablifhed regulation of the Company’s fervice, is the perfon to whom 
all correlpondence, by letter or other wife, with the Country Powers 
is committed, and the only perfon in the fervice to whom fuch corre¬ 
spondence, of any fort, is allowed: the fubftance of which he has en¬ 
tirely 
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tirely in his power to lay before his Committee or Council, at fuch time, 
anti in fuch form as he pleafes, without any check or control: fo that the 
Company s collectors, the pretended Nabobs of Bengal (whole total depen¬ 
dency and fervitude we have fully fet forth in our lixth chapter) in fa£t 
know no other power than that of the Governor of Calcutta * ** , whofe or¬ 
ders are by them implicitly executed in all thofe diftridts that are without 
the bounds of the jurifdiftion of the charter, which is confined to the 
tradt within the Marah-tah Ditch, and does not even extend to the fhore of 
the river which is oppofite to the town. 

The Governor has been of late alfo allowed, or has affumed, the pri¬ 
vilege of granting duftucks to fuch perfons, not fervants of the Company, 
as he thinks proper, which enable them to trade duty-free. 

Befides the abovementioned extraordinary privileges, the Governor, from 
the prefent and late uiage of the fervice, polleiles like wife a power which is 
of worfe confequence to the natives in the fettlement than any we have yet 
taken notice of, over whom it gives him the moil unbounded authority, 
though it may be fcarcely known to many Europeans who have refided in. 
Calcutta. This is the privilege of fettling the affairs of the cafts, or tribes 
of the Hindoos, by which means any individuals among them may be pre¬ 
vented from being reflored to their cafts, when loft, or made outcafts from 
their families and friends, by which even whole families may be branded 
with infamy never to be effaced; fo that none of their connections, or o- 
thers of the efteemed tribes can on any account eat or drink in their com¬ 
pany, without incurring tbemfelves the fame infamy; nay, or even touch 
them, without being necdfitated to an expiatory ablution in the Ganges. 
The confequence of this privilege, which has been of late entirely left to 
the Governor, and by him generally delegated to his Banyan, can only be 
conceived by thofe who are acquainted with the religious tenets and fuperdi¬ 
tion of the Gentoos. 

It becomes in this place neceflary, for the information of the reader, 
to explain what a Banyan is, as thofe Banyans have in fad a principal. 

* See part of a letter from two-gentlemen of the Council in Bengal to the Court of Di¬ 
rectors, dated Fort-W illiam, the 14th January X766, Authentic Papers concerning India Affairs,. 
page 205, as follows: 

u We muff here take notice of a fource of power and influence, which any Governor, in 
44 the prefent fiate of afiairs, has over your other fervants, that of flopping the trade in ihs. 
“ country of any who become obnoxious to him. His authority over the officers of the govern- 
*' rvent will lead them eagerly to anticipate his refentments, and a hint to them will fuffice. 

** 7 co p e fp°ndeuce with the officers being confined to the Governor, he has it in his op- 
“ tion to give what private orders he pleafes, and which would be certainly obeyed without his 
** name ever appearing. Such is his powerover the inhabitants of this country ; and fuch tbs 
** mature of the people, that everyone will be ready to bear tdlimony to whatever they think. 
44 will be agreeable to him. Thus he bears the moil abfointecommand over the trade and for- 
14 tunes of your fervants, without tontrol; which appears to us-a very dangerous fwav-” 
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iharc, as deputies and interpreters, in every department of tlie government, 
as well as of the commercial concerns of the Englifh Eaft India Company 
in Bengal. 

A Banyan is a perfon (either ailing for bimfelf, or as the fubmtute of 
feme great black merchant) by whom the Englifh gentlemen in general 
tranfadt all their bufinefs. He is interpreter, head-book-keeper, head-fe- 
cretarv, head-broker, the fupplier of cafh and cafh-keeper, and in general 
alfo fecret-keeper. He puts in the under-clerks, the porter or door-keeper, 
Rewards, bearers of the filver Raves*, running-footmen, torch and branch- 
light carriers, palanqueen-bearers, and all the long tribe of under-fervants, 
for whofe honefty he is deemed anfwerable; and he conduits all the 
trade of his maRer, to whom, unlefs pretty well acquainted with the 
country languages, it is difficult for any of the natives to obtain accefs. 
In fhort, he poffeffes fingly many more powers over his maRer, than can 
in this country be affirmed by any young spendthrift’s Reward, money¬ 
lender and miRrefs all together; and farther ferves, very conveniently 
fometimes, on a public diicuffion, to father fetch aBs or proceedings as bis 
mafeer dares not avow. 

There is a powerful Axing of connections among thefe Banyans, who 
ferve all the Englifh in the Settlements of Bengal, as well in ail public of¬ 
fices as in their private affairs. 

Since the great influence acquired there by the Englifh, many perfons 
of the beR Gentoo families take upon them this truR or Servitude, and 
even pay a fum of money for ferving gentlemen in certain poRs ■, but prin¬ 
cipally for the influence which they acquire thereby, and the advantage of 
carrying on trade, which they could not other wife do j and which in this 
Rtuation they frequently do, duty-free, under cover of their maker’s du~ 
Rucks. There have been few inRances of any European acquiring fuch a 
.knowledge in fpeaking, reading and writing the Bengal language (which is 
abfolutely neceflary for a real merchant) as to be able to do without fuch a 
Head-banyan. 

Befides the powers already taken notice of, the Company, and under 
them the Governor and Council, pretend, that, by the charter, they 
have a right at any time, at their pleafure, to Mze any European fub- 
jeX in India by military force, without any form of legal procefs, and 
to fend him a prifoner to England, if he refufes to go voluntarily, after 
having had what they deem a reafonable notice given him j notwith- 
Randing fuch perfon went out and eRabliflied himfelf in India with the 
licence of the Company : which pretended right, as we have feen in an¬ 
other place, the Company and their faid fervants aXually and frequently 
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do exercifie fuddenly, and without control, fometimes even againft the 
eftablifhed magiftrates of the Mayor's Court. 

Having thus given a brief account of aii the courts eftablifhed and now 
exiffing in Calcutta, and of the powers granted to them, or shinned 
by thofe members of the community who compofe the principal wheels 
in the machine of this monflrous government, we come of courfe to 
our confiderations on the extent and confequences of thofe powers, 
and certain circuenhances attending them, which we will afterwards ex¬ 
emplify by real matters of fadt. 

JBy the charter of the 13th of George the Firft, the Mayor's Court had the 
power of electing their own members to fill up all vacancies: and while 
iiich continued to be the practice, that court was the bulwark of all fecu- 
rity with regard to property in the fetdement, and might be confidered, in 
a great degree, as independent. Indeed it was fo much fo at that time, 
(before the Company had adopted, in fo common and frequent a manner, 
the practice of felzing perfons and fending them prifoners to England) 
that it was deemed inconvenient to the Company, who had many de¬ 
crees given againft them: and this was thought the grand defedt before 
hinted at 5 againft which, though not exprefted, the Company petitioned 
the Crown, and obtained the charter of the 26th of George the Second, 
whereby the right of eiedfmg Aldermen was transferred from their own 
body to the Governor and Council, who thereby had this unconffitutional 
power given them of making and unmaking the Judges. 

This court is competed partly of Company’s fervants, and partly cf 
free merchants; and fuch Aldermen, not being covenanted fervants, as 
are efteemed to be complaifant to the meafures of Government, as 
there called, are generally indulged by the Governor with the privi¬ 
lege of duftucks lor carrying on their private inland trade duty-free ; 
which, as we have before obferved, according to the ufage of the ler- 
vice, has been other wife confined to the Company and their fervants 
only : for it mull be remarked, that the falary of an Alderman is only 
about twenty-five pounds per ann. which will fcarcely pay one month's 
houfe-rent.in Calcutta. 

The Prelident and Council, in their capacity of a Court of Appeals, 
decree decifively in all matters under four hundred pounds; con- 
fequently in fuits wherein the Company, or the faid Governor and 
Council are concerned, there is little chance of juflice being had, ex¬ 
cept where the fubjedt in conteft amounts to above that fum, and 
when the aggrieved party can bring his caufe from India in an appeal 
to that r el p eft able tribunal, the Sovereign and Council of England ; 
for which he mull be able to afford a very heavy expence; to fubjedl 
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himfelf to great trouble and long delays; to incur the odium of the 
gentlemen in the government of Bengal, and to fufter the dreadful effedts 
of their power. 

The liberty of an appeal to the King in Council, allowed by charter in 
the cafe of an Alderman difmiffed from his office in the Mayor's Court, 
is made perfedlly illuiive in the cafes of Britifh fubjedts. Suppofe the 
difmiffed mag iff rate comes home to profecute his appeal, and that the 
fentence of his amotion be reverfcd by that tribunal, the law fays, that no 
Britifh fubjedt fhall go to India without the licence of the Company, and 
the charter exprefsly ftipulates, that if any Alderman be abfent from 
Calcutta for the fpace of twelve months, his place or office (hall be void. 
The Company refuting their licence for him to return, he muft firft go 
to law with that powerful body, to oblige them to grant their licence v 
if he fhould obtain this, and return to India, they may again remove, 
him for having been too long, though neceffiirily abfent; and thus they 
may continue referring him from England to India, and from India to 
England, almoft as long as they pleafe. 

The Court of Requefls is, in fadt, the only Court in Calcutta which* 
from being under little or no undue influence, is of real and eilential 
fervice to the poor inhabitants; and this principally becaufe the mem¬ 
bers fill up ail vacancies in the Court by ballot among themfelves, and 
becaufe the matters in conteft, being confined to forty fhilUngs, muft 
in general be beneath the notice or interference of the Governor or 
Counfellors. 

The faid Governor and Members of the Council, being the only 
juftices of peace, can and do frequently refufe to take cognizance of 
complaints laid before them, on oath, for redrefs in lawful cafes, when 
they, or the Company, are any way interefted in them : and in the 
fame cafes, when fitting on the bench at the General Quarter Seffion as 
judges, they have frequently put a hop to the due courfe of proceed¬ 
ings on the moft * frivolous pretences, or adjourned the Court from 
time to time, to evade the enquiry, while the injured parties have been, 
left without refource. 

* Such as, “ that the perfons called upon by the profecutor were fervantsof the Company, 
41 entrufted with the knowledge of the records and proceedings of the Governor and Conn- 
** til, which they were bound by oaths to keep fecret, under penalty of forfeiting the Com- 
44 pany’s fervice, and of other heavy punlftnnents : That the profecutor might call upon them 
4t as witneffes* in order to make them difclofe the proceedings of the Governor and Council 
“ of Calcutta, and therefore they 3 the Courts could not but cbjedt to fuch witndTcs giving 
** evidence upon matters which might be the means of their betraying of circumftances that 
w they were in duty bound not to divulge, as in fuch cafe they muft either perjure themfelve^ 

or violate their fidelity to the Company,” 
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As to the Cutcherries, particularly that called The Court of Zemin¬ 
dar) 7 , the bui'mefs there is often carried on in fo burlefque and ludi¬ 
crous a manner, and it is fo frequently made ufo of as a conveniency 
for oppreffing the inhabitants, that, confidering the Company s prefect 
filiation, the relation they bear to the Prince whom they call Mogul 
and their colled!ors whom they call the Nabobs of Bengal, and confider¬ 
ing the powers they pofleis from the charter of adminidring jufrice 
according to the Englida laws, it is a fcandal to this nation that fuch 
Cutcherries are now permitted to exift in a Britilh fettlenient, whatever 
may have been the neceffity for them when the Company were depen 1 - 
dent on the Mogul, and before they had obtained their cnarter of 
juftice. 

It is plain, from what has been faid of the nature of other privileges 
and powers, whether rightfully poffelfed, or atfumed by the Governors 
and Councils, that every European within the limits, and under the pro¬ 
tection of the Company in Bengal (of whom the grand and petit juries are 
compofod) is entirely dependent upon them and their Governors, or Go¬ 
vernors and Councils, not’ only for all they have to expert towards making 
their fortunes, but for the fecurity of their prefent pofleffions, as well as 
for their own perlbnal liberty, and even for that of their lives j particularly, 
if they venture out of the very limited didri&s of the charter, into the 
Nabob's dominions. 

It is fcarce conceivable to what a low degree of eadern fervile obe¬ 
dience the exercil’e of fuch oppressions, and the dread of being deprived 
of a fortune, or the means of making one, have reduced even the 
boa fled free fubjebts of Great Britain in the fettlement of Calcutta, 
where to appear fenfible of the exiflencc of an oppreiTion, is a crime ; 
to /peak of it, treafon : hut it is a fadt, that perions, who have been 
under the difpleafure of the Governor and Council, have received let¬ 
ters from their mod; efieemed friends, exculing them lei ves from not 
coming to vifit them, for fear it fhould be known they had been at fuch 
houfos. 

Upon a iimple .perufal of the foregoing, which is a juft account of 
the ltate of Calcutta, with refpecl to the courts of law and juftice, it 
mu ft appear evident to every reader, that the date of juftice there is 
very precarious; and that, in reality, it mud be riaiculous to expect 
obtaining it in that fettlement in any cafes wherein the Governor, the 
members of Council or the Company are concerned; or w herein they 
choofe, from what motives foever, to interfere ; as the laid Governor 
and Council, who are the dependent delegates of the Company, are 
the fupreme juftices and judges in ^11 criminal and civil adairs, and at 
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the fame time are the makers and unmakers of the mayor, aldermen, 
ffieriff, and all other officers ; and farther, have not only the natives, 
but even the grand and petit juries at their mercy. In fine, this is fo 
much the cafe, that the Mayor’s, • like every other Court in Calcutta 
(except, as before observed, the Court of Requeffs) is become rather 
a fcourge in the hands of the Governor and Council than an inftru- 
ment of relief to the injured : and joffice in Bengal is made fo much 
a political farce, that no one concerned in the adminiftration of it 
dares fo much as to hazard the giving of offence*to any gentleman in 
power. 

It is true, that by an a£t of the 27th of Geo. the lid. it is enabled, 
that “ if any of the Company’s Governors or Councils, at their refpec- 
“ tive principal fettlements, or any of them, fhall be guilty of oppreff- 
** ing any of his Majefly’s fubjedts beyond the feas, within their re~ 
* % JpeSthe jurifdiciiom or commands, or fhall be guilty of any crime 
<c or'offence, contrary to the laws of England, fuch oppreffion, crimes, 
** and offences may be enquired of, heard, and determined in his Ma- 
“ jetty’s court of King’s Bench, within that part of Great Britain called 
<e England, or before fuch commiffioners, and in fuch county in Eng- 
“ land as fhall be affigned by his Majefty’s commiflion, and by good and 
“ lawful men of the fame county ; and fuch pun i(h merits fhall be in- 
** Aided on fuch offenders as are ufually in Aided for offences of the like 
tf natures committed in England which was repeated in another ad 
of the 10th of his prefent Majeffy, with this addition, “ that the offences 
“ committed againff that ad may be alledged to be committed, and 
* £ may be laid, enquired of, and tried in the county of Middle felt; the 
<c defendants in fuch ad‘1011 or fuit having liberty to plead the general 

iffue, and give the fpecial matter in evidence, on fuch defendant’s giving 
“ the plaintiff a note in writing of the fubffance of his defence fix or eight 

days before the trial of fuch action.” 

He;e the oppreffed have the appearance of a remedy held out to 
them; but, upon examination, it will be found an appearance only. 
The great diftance from England, and other difadvantages, obvious 
from what has been already laid, together with the length of time and 
the expence neceffary for fuch undertakings, would in moft cafes 
amount to an impoflibility to profecute ; and which, in fadt, would be 
impracticable in all cafes unlefs the injured party himfelf came over to 
England, where he muff then wait till his oppreflor comes within the 
jurifilidfcion of the court; who may perhaps continue to re fide in India 
for many years, and after all eftablifh himfelf in a foreign country. 
If it is the injured man’s good luck to be able to ferve the offending 
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party with the procefs of the court within three or four years, he will 
then be put to the greateft difficulties with refpedt to evidence, which 
the laws of England fo juffiy require to be viva voce. The Gentoos, 
natives of the country, from the ordinary courfe of buiinefs in Cal¬ 
cutta, mo ft probably, are the injured man’s principal witnefies : and 
if thefe people could even be induced to truft themfelves on fuch a 
voyage, and in climates fo unfavourable to them, yet they would other- 
wife be effectually prevented from coming to England, as their fo doing 
would be to violate religious tenets, and make them incur the infamy 
of expulfion from their cafts, or tribes, which is what they would rather 
die than fubmit to fuffer. This of courfe muft oblige the party in 
queft of juftice to fend out a commiffion to India for the fake of evi¬ 
dence, which, admitting that he could furmount the difficulties which muft 
then befet him, will naturally prolong his foit for years: or, when his 
commiffion reaches Bengal, his witnefies may be in what they call the 
Nab6b's Dominions ; where it may be eafy for the Governor and 
Council to keep them concealed, to obftrudt or evade the execution of 
the commiffion, and fo prevent his obtaining any written evidence by any 
means whatfoever. 

The legal jurifdidtion, as we have already obferved, which the Com¬ 
pany derive from the charter and ads of parliament, as they now Ranch 
extends, or is allowed to extend, only to the town or fettlement of 
Calcutta, and fome fubordinate factories; the limits of all which together 
are of very fmall extent, and which they formerly held in fubordi- 
nation to the Moguls, or Nabobs. No warrant or fubpeena from the 
Mayor’s court is permitted to be ferved on perfons, even at the fubordinate 
factories, except with the exprefs leave of the Governor } and in fuch cafe 
this permiffion is looked upon as a favour. But the jurifdidtion now 
affumed and exercifed by the Company and their fubftitutes is, in fadfc, 
entirely unlimited, and without check or control throughout all the 
provinces called The Nabob’s, of which they colledt the revenues. 

The mercantile bufinefs of many of his Majefty’s European fuhjedts, 
and of fuch of the natives as can now find ways and means to carry 
on any, principally lies in thofe inland parts to which the faid legal 
jurifdidtion of the charter is not allowed to extend. It has been here 
that have been felt in the moft extreme degree the ruinous effeds of 
fuch monopolies, as, it will be fhewn in a lublequent chapter, were efta- 
bliffied and profecuted under the cloke and fandtion of the aflumed 
powers of the Dewcmnee. Here his Majefty’s defencelefe fubjeds have 
been moft expofed to oppreffion. It Is here that the natives fuffer un- 
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paralleled cruelties from the Company, or their fervants, either a (fling 
hy themfelves, or through the Nabobs, without even a probability of 
fuch injured perfons ever obtaining juffice, as they have no Nabobs with 
a prote&ing power to apply to : and even the Engli/h laws, if duly 
enforced, leave them without remedy, becaufe the oppreffion, in cafes of 
complaint, is alledged to have been committed without the limits of the 
Company’s diffridts, and afcribed to our Nab6b, who is made to father it,. 
• as the adt of an independent Sovereign. 

Great oppreffions can never happen but from thofe in high power : and 
therefore the perfons who are made to fuffer them in Bengal, will have 
to contend with the power and treafuries of the Company both abroad 
and at home. Befides, how few men who are dependent in the manner 
we have feen all mull be who are under the power of the Company in 
Bengal, will dare to be inftrumental, or affiftant to the injured, in bringing 
to juffice fuch oppreffors as are fure of ff rong fupport ? And how few wilt 
have the means, the application, the fortitude, or the perfeverance requi- 
fite for the purfuit, through paths fo very difficult and precarious, of that 
redrefs, which, when obtained, can hardly be hoped to prove in any 
degree adequate to the wrong fuffered ? From all which it muff: be evi¬ 
dent, that the appearance of a remedy, as held out to the oppreffed in 
the adls of parliament now exiffing, is but fhadowy and deceitful, even 
in the cafes of European fubjedts: and if fuch are the evils to which 
.Englifhmen are expofed who go to reffde in India, it may eafily be ima¬ 
gined, from, what has been already faid, how much harder is the lot of 
the unhappy natives of thofe countries. ■ Neverthelefs they are a mild, 
civilized, and polite people, and every way deferving of the protection 
of the Britifli laws; as it is upon their indoftry this nation muff finally 
depend' for whatever refources fhe may hereafter expedl from thofe 
dominions. 

Within the Englifh fettlement of Calcutta, the Members of the Board 
of Council, from ailing at one and the fame time in fo many different 
capacities, have among the natives, who are in general ignorant of the 
Engl iff) laws, the power of affirming that official character which beff 
. ferves their purpofe. Thus, whenever they choofe it, they can, and do 
with great convenience, transfer the native complainant from the Coun- 
fellor to the juffice of Peace, from the Juffice to the Zemindar’s 
Cutcherries, and from the Zemindar to the Secret Committee, where each 
Member is bound to the other, under oaths of fecrecy, not to divulge 
what paffes. If the complaint be not totally quafhed by thefe means, 
and thefe gentlemen are apprehenffve that it may be revived within the 
fettlement in feme fhape or other, through the affiftance of fome daring 
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per/bn, they have this lafl refource, cf transferring the complainant, under 
any pretence, from the Secret Committee to the Nabob, where they can 
do what they pleafe with him: and this mode of proceeding has been 
actually pradfifed. 

By fuch means, civil juffiqe is entirely eradicated ; and the whole inland 
country, where neither the Englifb nor the country lav/s or ufages have 
any force, is actually in a flats of the moft deplorable anarchy, under the 
despotic fvvay of one, or at mod a very few Englifh gentlemen and their 
Banyans; and to Inch a pitch of wretchedness and fervitude have the 
natives been reduced, that their women (a point in which they are as 
delicate and jealous as any nation on earth) have been frequently taken 
from them, without their daring or being able to complain, either from 
the power of the violator, or from their having no perfon to complain to. 
from whom they can hope for red'refs. 

We come now to the exemplification of what we have advanced, by 
real fails; in which the writer will either confine himfelf to matters of 
which he himfelf hath perfect knowledge, and can even produce .proof, 
or to fuch others as appear well vouched, by authentic documents exhi¬ 
bited in different parts of this work j and we will begin with the Mayors 
Court. 

In confequence of a moft extraordinary oppreffion in the inland parts 
of the country, of which particular notice is taken in our rjth chapter, 
an Armenian merchant, named Parfeek Arratoon, on the 15th September 
1767, filed a bill in the Mayor’s, Court againfl the gomadahs or agents 
of Governor Harry Verelft and Francis Sykes, Efquires, for 60,432 
current rupees, or about 7500 pounds Reeling, principal amount of 
fait, fa id to have been forcibly taken out of the plaintiffs warehoufes. 
The-caufe was brought to an iffue; and in the month of Auguft 1768, 
on a day appointed for the hearing, all the proceedings and depofidons 
were read and fully confidered; the demand of the plaintiff eflablifhed 
to all appearance, and judgment upon the point of being pronounced, 
when the Mayor, while fitting in judgment, received a private letter * 
or note, fent from the Governor, to put a flop to the proceedings, be- 
caufe, as was alledged, he, the faid Governor, was a party concerned in 
the caufe, and was in expectation of fettling matters by a private com- 
promife. To the aftonifhment of the plaintiff's folicitor, who declared 
he knew of no compromife, and had received no infir unions from his 

client 

* The writer of thefe fheets being an Alderman of the Court, and having been abfent 
when this extraordinary tranfaftion happened, as foon as he heard of it wiote to the Mayor 
upon thefubjeit, defiring to have a fight of the letter fent by, or by the orderof the Governor, 
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client upon this matter, the requeft contained in the letter or note was. 
complied with, and a flop was at once put to the proceedings; the plaint id- 
being left without any fatisfadtion. 

After an in fiance of this fort, it may be thought need I eft to produce 
others of a lefs criminal nature* But it is notorious in Calcutta, that in 
caies wherein the faid Governor and Council, or thofe of their connections 
have been any wife interefled, private applications, by letter or other wife, 
have been frequently received by the Court; who, fetting afide the forma¬ 
lities of procefs as directed by the Charter, have actually proceeded to hear 
and determine upon fuch private applications, particularly againft the at- 
tornies or folickors of the Court, who have found it a hazardous mat¬ 
ter to undertake any fuit in matters of arbitrary proceedings, wherein the. 
Governor and Council have been in the leaft- degree interefled feparately or 
collectively. 

Upon the fame principle of fear, or fervility to the Governor and Coun¬ 
cil, the Court has frequently refufed to grant copies of proceedings filed 
and entered on record in- the Court, to perfons interefled, in fuch proceedi¬ 
ngs, who required, and had a right to them ; and the judges likewife have 
refufed to accept of fuffident and unexceptionable 'bail, when it has been 
offered by a defendant for a bailable offence. 

On other occafions, where a plaintiff, under the known difpleafure of 
the Governor and Council, has brought his bill of complaint into Court 
againft perfons with whom the Governor and Council were materially in¬ 
terefled in the event of the caufe, the Court have officioufly met, at 
their own-mere motion, “ to confider and determine whether fneb bill ef com- 
“ plaint Jhould be anfwered y pleaded to , demurred to t or difinijfed long after 
fuch bill had been regularly filed and admitted by the faid Court, and this - 
merely to effeCl the difmifiion of fuch bill, which hath afterwards fol¬ 
lowed; and the plaintiff has thereby been left remedilefs in matters of the 
greateft confequence- 

then Harry Verelft, EfquireJin confequence of -which the proceedings had been flopped. 
After feme days confideratioji the Mayor, wrote the following excufe, the original of which 
is now in the writer’s poflefiifon. 

“ To William Bolts, Efquirei’ 

“ Dear Sir, 

“ I fhould have fent you the note, as I prom i fed 1 , if I had found it; but having not-met 
“ with it among my papers, convinces me that I muft have deftroyed it, with other papers 
“ that I deemed ufehfs. 

M I am. Sir, your moil obedient fervant, 

*' the tub Auguft, 1768. « CORNELIUS GOODWIN ” 

After- 
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After fuch difmiffion, upon an application to the Court for copiee, 
even the original bills and exhibits have been pretended to have been loft-, 
when, on an examination before the Court, it'has appeared on oath- 
that they were carried to the Governor by an officer of the Court. The 
writer has authentic proofs of fucli proceedings in his poileffionr 

However, the illegal proceedings of this court are not confined to fucli 
matters only as the Governor and Council appear to be diredtly or indi¬ 
rectly concerned in ; they are frequently as irregular in matters wherein 
they theinfelves are interefted ; but-whatever remedies may be practicable 
to prevent the undue influence of the Governor and Council over this 
Court, there can be no effectual check to prevent this evil,, as things 
are at prefent, but the confciences of the refpective magiftrates; who 
neverthelefs, when they tranfgrefs from mere ignorance, are not, from 
their fituation, fo very blameable,. being perfons of mercantile profeffions, 
not bred up to the law, and who by the charter are obliged under a 
penalty, when elected by the Governor and Council, to accept of their 
offices, without even a recorder, who, were he a Barrifter at law as in 
the corporations of England, might diredt them to legal determinations - 
in the execution of juftice. 

For fadts relative to the proceedings of this Court, which are not fully 
exemplified in this place, not to fwell this chapter to an enormous 
fize, we beg leave to refer the reader to our Appendix,, particularly to 
N° XXIV. page^S, the memorial of Mr. Thomas Hamilton; N°XXV. 
page 40, the anfwer of Cornelius Goodwin, Efquire, then late Mayor 
of Calcutta (both addreffed to the Mayor’s Court)> N° XXVI. page 43,' 
the memorial of Alexander Jephfon, Efquire, to the Court of Eaft India 
Directors, with the opinions of Sir William de Grey, Sir Fletcher Nor¬ 
ton and Charles Sayer, Efquire, thereon j N° XXVII, page 55, the ■ 
Cafe of Mr. Richard Whit-tall, with Mr. Dunnings opinion j and to 
N° XXVIII. page 73, the Memorial of Mr. Richard Whittall to the 
Court of Eaft India Diredtors. 

With refpedt to the fadts relative to the proceedings of the Governor 
and Members of the Council in their multiform charadters of Counfel- 
lors, Seledl Committee-men, Juftices of Peace, Commiffioners of Oyer 
and Terminer, Judges of Appeals, Makers and Unmakers of the Mem¬ 
bers of the. Mayor’s Court, Prefidents of the Cutchernes, Zemindars, 
Colledtors, Delegates and Reprefentatives of the Englifh Eaft India ■ 
Company, the Mogul’s Dew an s, and Makers and Unmakers of the 
Mogul, as well as of the Company’s Rent-gatherers, now called the 
Nabobs of Bengal, Merchants, or Sovereigns 5 all of which different 

charadters. 
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characters they can and do affurae, as occafion requires : as it would in 
many cafes be difficult to trace thole gentlemen through their various 
metamorphofes, we lhall briefly enumerate fome principal tranfadions 
as they occur to us, without making any diftinCtions ; only defiring the 
reader once more to obierve, that it Is not the w€?i t but the inccijurcs , 
when they are bad, which we wifh to expofe, in order for procuring 
an effectual reformation. 

A gentleman of the Council at Calcutta became indebted to one Wil- 
liam Wilfon, a fail-maker, for work done in the way of his profeffion, 
amounting to current rupees 75—9—7 j for payment of which the fail- 
maker fent in his bill, with a receipt annexed. The Counsellor, who 
happened at the fame time to be Zemindar alio, allcdged the chaiges 
in the bill were exorbitant and unreafonable, and would neither dii- 
charge or give up tlie bill; threatening the lad—maxei, that he would 
o-gt him turned out of the Company's fervice, or Tent to Bencoolen *, 
if he perlifted in. his demand. "Tlie lail-maker not intimidated, 
filed his bill in the Mayor's Court again!!: the Connie I lor, who, rather 
than expofe the affair to a public difeuffion, more prudently agreed 
to fatisfy the complainant, to the amount of his bill, with the ^cofts 
of fuit, by which it was confequently fwelled. The complainant s fo- 
licitor or attorney at law (as they are called in Bengal) fent his Ban¬ 
yan, Radhoo Tagoor, a black merchant of Calcutta, to receive the 
amount of the bill, repeated times without fuccefs ; till at lad the laid 
Radhoo Tagoor deli red the Counfellor’s Banyan to inform his mailer, 
that the amount of the bill was wanted, and if it was not paid, fome bad 
confequences might enfue from the eaufe going on in the regular courfe 
of law, and the charges being confequently enhanced; which being 
told to the Counfellor and Zemindar, he grew angry, and ordered the 
merchant, Radhoo Tagoor, to be immediately leized by his Peons, and 
carried to the Cutcherry; where he was, without any examination, 
inquiry, or form whatever, tied up, feverely flogged, and beat on the 
head with his own flippers •f', by order of the faid Zemindar : who 
wrote a letter to the attorney at law upon the occaflon, of which the 
following is an exa£t copy. 

* Bencoolen on the ifland of Sumatra, and Gombroon in Perfia, have been long looked 
upon as places very unhealthy and fatal to the generality of European conflitutions j and from 
fome inftances of perfons in the Company’s fervice being formerly fent thither from 
other fettlements byGovemors and Councils, as was fufpe&ed, to get rid of them, the talking 
of fending People to Bencoolen, or Gombroon, has in India a kind of proverbial meaning 
expreifive of bani/bment. 

t The being beat on the head with a flipper is, among the nativesof India, confidered to 
he a very ignominious puniihmem. 
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« S I R, 

<f I have ordered your demand to be complied with. It is fo extravagant 
“ that I intend hying it before the court. Your Banyan was fo infolent as to 
“ tell me, that unlefs I difcharged it diredtiy you would increafe your de» 
“ mand, for which infolence in him I have fent him to the Cutcherry, where 

he will meet his deferts* 

c< Your moll humble fervant. 

“ Calcutta, the 22d Feb. 1765." 

Upon a complaint lodged by a poor old woman againff another in the lame 
circumftances, before the Zemindar, wherein he has been embarrafied to de¬ 
cide which of the two was in the right, the writer has known the poor wretches 
ordered to fight, and made to decide the queffion by the exertion of their 
feeble limbs in battle. 

A tradefman and inhabitant of Calcutta, named Gocul Sonar, complained 
of having been falfely imgrifoned by one NobekifTen, then Banyan to the Go¬ 
vernor of Calcutta ; alledging, that during his confinement, under various 
falfe pretences, he andfeveral of his family had been otherwife moftgrievoufly 
injured and opprelfed. The tradefman preferred his complaint at the court of 
general quarterfeffions, held at Calcutta, on the 4th March 1767, in a petition 
to the grand jury, but without any fuccefs : for it was remarkable, that the 
Chief Juflice, Harry Verelft, Efquire, then on the bench, getting the petition 
into his own hands from another Juflice, to whom the foreman of the Jury 
had delivered it, he immediately and fuddenly called and difmiffed the ju¬ 
ries. 

It was faid, by way of excufe, that the complainant had not firft re¬ 
gularly given in his information upon oath before a Juflice of the Peace* 
and that the affair ought to be referred, for trial, to the court of the Ze min¬ 
dly. 

The injured man, however, chofe rather to depend upon the Englifh laws 
for red refs of his injuries j and therefore, to obviate the objection of want of 
formality, he afterwardsformally applied to a Juflice of Peace, who happened 
at that time to be the Zemindar alfo. It was with lome difficulty, and not 
without great altercation, that the Juflice confented to receive the information 
of the complainant, but at length he promifed to receive it on the following 
day j which was accordingly delivered in upon oath, as follows. 
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“ The Information of Gocul Sonar, Inhabitant of Calcutta, 

££ Sheweth, 

« That on or about the rft of Phalgoon (or loth February 1767) onp 
« Ram Sonar and Ram Bania with a Hircarah * (or meflenger) belong- 
« ing to Nobekilfen Munfliy, came to the houfe of 'him the informant, 
« and did then and there, with force, unlawfully and injurioufly center 
« into his inward Zenana (or womens) apartments, faying, they^ had 
« orders from Nobekilfen Munfhy to take away the informant’s fitter, 
« for his the faid Nobekilfen’s ufe. That on the -informant’s refitting, 
« and calling the Dowhay -f, they abufed him and his mother in the mott 
« opprobrious terms, and did otherwife ill-treat them: upon which, 
“ the reft of the informant’s family being forced to fly, they unlawfully 
«« and by force did then and there feize the informant’s mother, and 
“ agakift the peace of our Lord the King, did forcibly carry her away to 
“ Nobekitten. 

£t That on the next day the faid Ram Sonar and Ram Bania came 
t( with another Hircarah of Nobekiffen’s, and did forcibly feize and 
tc carry away the informant and his brother, named Kifn, into Nobe- 
Cl kitten’s prefence, who ordered both to 'be confined. Upon this we 
£< offered fecurity, which he refufed. We then offered that one of us 
“ fhould remain in prifon, and the other be at liberty: this alfo he, 
“ Nobekitten, refufed; but gave orders to his Peons, who carried us to 
<* prifon in the Collector’s Cutcherry, where we were both confined in 
« the place where felons and thieves are. with our feet in the flocks for 
“ two days and three nights; victuals being forbid to be given to us, 
« and none of our people permitted to come near us. And during 
££ our confinement, Ram Sonar, with one of Nobekiffen’s houfe, for- 
<£ cibly entered the informant’s houfe, and carried away his fitter to 
« Nobekiffen’s houfe ; where he, Nobekitten, kept her' confined one 
<c night, and violated her. Afterwards he, Nobekilfen, fent for us 
•* from the Cutcherry to his houfe, and from thence ordered us to be 
£ * carried and confined where the Company’s Hircarahs flay, oppofite 

* Hircarah means properly a fpy. In Imlia it is by no means an employ held in the de- 
fpicable light m which it is thought of in Europe, All great men have a number of Hirca¬ 
rahs in their train ; and in the courts of Hindoftan, the Prince’s Head-hire a rah is a princi¬ 
pal officer, and frequently employed upon bufinefs of the greatefl truft, fecrecy and honour. 

vf The Dowhay is an exclamation ufed by the common people in Hindoftan, upon occafion 
©f any fudden adt of violence^ much in the fame manner as in Spain and Portugal, they cry, 
Aquy del Rtf* Thus the poor people in Bengal, perfonifying the Company, frequently callout, 
D$wh£f CmpMy $&btb) where there are none found to attend to their cries'. 
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({ to the Governor’s boufe where we were confined one night and one half 
« day, and were afterwards again carried to Nobekifien’s, and again re- 
“ turned to the fame place of the Hircarahs, from whence we were at laft 
* £ releafed. 

(< That at the general quarter fefiions of this town of Calcutta, on the 
« ith of March 1767, this informant did reprefent his grievances in a 
•« petition to the grand jury, which he delivered to the foreman, who de- 
« livered it to the clerk of the peace, who delivered it to the Judges on 
« the bench : but that no enquiry was made into the cafe of the informant, 
“ the grand jury being difraiffed immediately after the delivery of his peti- 
<( tion. 

<c This informant farther faith, that on the 17th March, at about ten 
<( o’clock at night, four peons, or pykes, named Sheik Jaffer, Sheik Rheyroo, 
« Kifno and Ram, came to the informant’s houfe with a peon, named Mow- 
tc dy, who then and there feized the informant’s brother, named Kifno So- 
«* nar, and carried him to Nobekifien’s houfe, without any legal warrant or 
<f authority : nor can the informant conceive any reafon, unlefs it was to in- 
t{ timidate him from feeking redrefs. Thofe of our caft (or tribe) as cufto- 
<{ mary, refufe to aflociate with us : and forafmuch as the faid informant 
(t conceives the above related proceedings are unlawful and injurious, and 
“ are wrongs which tend to the great damage of him, the informant, and 

are againft the peace of our Lord the King, his crown and dignity ; and 
« whereas the informant is other wife remedilefs, he therefore humbly prays, 
« that a warrant be granted to feize and bind over Nobekiflen, and every 
« other perfon concerned in thefe oppreflions, to the next quarter fefiions. 

(Signed) * “ GOCUL SONAR.” 

« Counterfigned, Sworn to before me, Charles Ffloyer, one of His 
“ Majefty’s Juftices of the Peace for the town of Calcutta, &c. this 20th 
“ day of May 1767. 

« CHARLES FFLOYER.” 

This information was fupported by another demolition of Kifno Sonar, 
taken at the fame time upon oath, and fubfcriBed to in like manner, 
by the beforefaid juftice of Peace; whereupon the complainant was 
happy in the thoughts that he Should of courfe obtain juitice for the 
injuries he complained of, according to the eftablifhed laws of Eng¬ 
land. But upon finding that no warrant was ifiited, or bail required, 
from the accufed party, nor any other fieps taken towards having the 
F [ N ] affair 


affair tried at the following fefilons* the tradefman waited upon Mr. Ffloyer*? 
who, to his aftoniflhment, threatened him with the Chawbuck and told him 
he had no bufinefs with the quarter feffiops, but that his complaint fhould be 
tried at the Zemindars court. 

Thus in order to evade a fair enqpiry, to ferve a private purpofe hereafter 
to be taken notice of, was this affair transferred from Mr, Ffloyer *j-, Joffice 
of Peace, to Mr* Ffloyer Zemindar, contrary to the express directions of the 
charter of juffice, and againff the will of the complainant, who was after¬ 
wards totally precluded from joffice, and even from the knowledge of what 
was done refpefting his complaint, having never been any further called 
upon, and never having been able, notwithftanding repeated applications for 
that purpofe, to obtain copies of any proceedings whatever. 

Another extraordinary cafe was of Ramnaut, a black merchant, houfe- 
holder and inhabitant of Calcutta, who had formerly ferved as Banyan to 
Mr. George Cray, a gentleman then of the Council at Calcutta, It has 
been already faid, that the Secret, or Select Committee of Calcutta, in con^ 
fequence of extraordinary powers from the Court of Directors, a Turned ju- 
jifdnffion to themfelves in even fuch as they pretended were criminal mat¬ 
ters, In confequence of which it has been common for them, of their own 
mere motion, to feize and imprifbn the pretended Nabob's* officers, as well 
as die principal merchants of the country, by military force, within the En- 

* The inflrument for flogging ufed at the Cutcberries* 

f In order to fave appearances for this extraordinary proceeding, at lend in the eyes of 
the Court of Eaft India Directors, feme months after the tranfailion, Mr. Ffloyer entered a 
minute upon the con fu I tat ions* or proceedings of the Council at Calcutta, fo called* 
wherein he endeavours to account for it in the words following, 

<< In the month of Lift, when I was the acting Juftice and Zemindar, the Prefident 

delivered tome a complaint which had been preferred to the grand jury at the quarter feilions, 
14 by one Gocu! Sonar, againft Nobekiflen, and defired me to inquire into it a&$ Zemindar* £ 
44 did fo. But on atteftirig the depofitions which had been taken by me, / flgned them as fufi 
4 4 the of the Peace y injhtad of Zemindar, 1 was not fen fide of the miftake until the next mornings 
c< when I acquainted the President with it; and as a confirmation thereof referred him to the 
44 officers of the Cutcherry, who were the only per Tons made ufe of by me, during the whole 
44 courfe of the enquiry. My report to the Frefi dent, which has been laid 
“ before this board, and the records of the Court of Zemindary, will, I hope, /uffic'iently 
44 evince, that I ailed therein, in th e judicial capacity of Zemindar only , and mi as one of his 
44 Majejlfs Jujihccs of the Peace.** 

If any thing more be requifite toexpofe'the injuftice of this proceeding, or the futility of 
the excufe, which Mr. Ffloyer doubtlefs thought fufficient for the Court of I>ire£tors, the 
read:r is defired to remark, from the complainant's deposition, that the information of the 
4th March 1767, which was the paper faid to be delivered to Mr. Ffloyer by Governor 
Vereiil, could have no connection with the information inqueftion, of the 20th May 1767 : 
this laft, as figned by Mr. Ffloyer, even referring to the former one, as having been laid 
afide without caufe, which was the reafon of the tradefman’s laft application perfonaJJy to 
Mr. Ffloyer, as one of his Majefty’s Jufilces of the Peace* in order to have his complaint 
heard at the next quarter feilions. 
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glifli fettlement; alfo to withdraw the Company’s protedion, and to pro¬ 
nounce fentence of banifhment againft perfons unaccufed and unheard, in 
caies wherein the King in England could not do either one or the other. 

This Secret Committee or the Prefident, with the Committee’s fandion, 
had. among others, fuddenly feized the before-mentioned Ramnaut fome 
time in the month of September 1765, and clofely confined him under a 
military guard for many months. The pretences then made ufe of by the 
Committee for this extraordinary ad were, that he had been guilty of great 
extortions and malpradices in the Maldah country, (where Mr. Gray had 
redded as Chief of the Company’s fadory) and it would appear the Com¬ 
mittee officio nil y undertook the examination of thefe matters in Calcutta , to 
fave the Nabob that trouble. But the real caufes as affigned by others *, 
with the greateft appearance of truth, were in order to extort evidence from 
him againft his faid roafter, with whom the Committee were then engaged 
in very rancorous party-difputes. Upon what foundation he was confined, 
what bardfhips he and his family fuffered, or what elfe pa fled during this 
his firfl confinement by the Committee, is foreign to our prefent purpofe to 
relate; fuffice it to fay, that after the purpofes for which he was confined 
had been ferved, he obtained his releafement, and for a long time con¬ 
tinued in Calcutta unmolefted, with the permiffion of appearing in the 
pvefence of the Governor to make his Salaam f-, among other merchants. 
Thus far was necefiary for the ill ulf rat ion of the fad before us. 

This man complained, that during his faid confinement he had been 
plundered by one of his countrymen of property to a confidevable amount, 
and he wanted the permiffion of the Governor and Council to apply to the 
Englifh laws for red refs, not choofing to do it, for fear of giving offence 
without firft obtaining the permiffion of the Board. 

The following, being an exad copy of his addrefs to the Council, will 
bed: fpeak for itfelf. 

* See Authentic Papers concerning India Affairs, pages 189, 190, 193, &c. 

f According to the Aftaric ftlle, he who after anv difgrace is permitted to appear in the 
Huzzoor Wal l a, or “ High Prefence,” to make the obeifance called a Salaam, is elteemed to 
be forgiven, and reftored to favour. 

\ The offending party was the Governor’s Banyan, and alfo Banyan to the Secret Com¬ 
mittee. 
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“ To the Honourable Harry Verelft, Efquire, Prefident, &c. Gentlemen 
“ of the Council at Fort William, 

“ Honourable Sir and Sirs, 

“ I take the liberty of prefenting you with this humble add refs for two 
“ purpofes, both which I hope will be efteemed to merit the coniideration* 
“ of your Honourable Board. One is in order to put a flop to the cor- 
(t rupt pradices of a man who has been intruded with the management of 

tranfactions of the highefl nature, and of the gveateft importance to the 
“ affairs of the Idonourable Company •, and the other is in order to 
(c obtain joffice and reffitution for the oppreffion and damage done me in 

particular. 

“ The grievance complained of is, my having to the amount of thirty-fix 
“ thoufand rupees extoriively exacted and taken from me by Nobekiffen 
tl Ivlunfhy, during my late confinement, ex colore officii, availing himfelf of 
“ my ignorance of the Engliffi laws and cuiloms. 

t{ He ufed to vifit me in my confinement, and there, by threats and under 
*« various fcandalous, villanous and falfe pretences, did demand and receive 
c< - from me, 

“ In the month of Ograhn, a ring, value — rupees 14,200 
“ Pous - - 500 gold moh firs 
“ Choytro - 400 ditto 
tc Bhadro - 500 ditto 

1,400 value - - - 20,000 

With two pieces of Bootedars, and fun dry other 
“ things, given by his order to his people, value - 2,000 

* c Rupees * 3.6,200 

li The pretences he made ffite of were, that he would preferve me, 
£ ' or get me excufed from taking my oath upon tbe Ganges water be- 
“ fore the S el eft Committee, that 1 might have the greater latitude for 
“ what I was to declare verbally ; that he would procure my releafement; 
“ that he would give me a -j* Khelaat, and- fend me away again j Dew an 

* About 4,500k 

t An honorary drefs, given to perfons upon their ad million or entrance upon any newtrufl 
or employment. 

t Properly it is the officer of the Dewannee. See Chap. IV. But now every Enghlh 
gentleman's Head Banyan is, by cmritfy, called his Dewdn. 

" to 
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« to Maldah j and that he would fave my life, which I was to be de- 
“• prived of, when he found it neceffary to threaten me, 

£t I acknowledge my ignorance of the falutary laws of Great Britain, 
“ in fuffering myfelf to he thus impofed upon, as well as my folly in 
“ having even fuppofed him to be of fuch confequence to the Honourable 
« Seledf Committee. Yet as the well-being of tire Honourable Com- 
£t pany’s affairs in a great meafure depends upon the impartiality and 
“ integrity of thbfe whofe office does any ways concern the ad min iff rat ion 
ct and execution of juflice, or the common good of the fubjeft, I humbly 
lt hope ft ill to obtain red refs. 

“ And as 1 have heard much of the juflice of the Englifh laws, and 
“ am informed, that the Honourable the Court of Directors have been 
“ pleafed to order, that “If. a native chufes the decifion of his grie- 
“ vances by Engliffi laws* thofe, and thofe only muff be purfued, and 
“ purfued according to the directions in the charter1 am very defirous 
<{ of laying my cafe before the juries at the next leffions, where only, 
11 I am informed, it is cognizable. 

“ But left the preferring in that manner my complaint againft him, 
“ whilfl in office, fliould be of any detriment to the affairs of the Honourable 
“ Company under his management, 1 hereby firft humbly beg the per- 
** miffion of the Honourable Board. 

“ And as the grievances I complain of tend manifeftly to the evil 
tc example of all others the Company’s Banyans in office, as well as to 
“ the great oppreffion and detriment of the native inhabitants in general, 
“ I humbly hope. Honourable Sir and Sirs, that you will pleafe to grant 
“ me the permiffion required, that I may be enabled to obtain redrefs 
“ and the reftitution of my property, 

** lam, with the greateft refpedt, |cc. &c„ 

(Signed) ** RAMNAUX DAS 

** Fort William, the joth April 1767,” 

This letter he fent to the Governor, then Harry Verelft, Efqj who* 
on the 15th April, in the evening, fummoned Ramnaut before him, and 
having queftioned him in his chamber, in a particular manner, regarding 
the circumflances of his letter, difmiffed him with affuranccs, that he 
fhould have the ftridteft juflice done him. 

Upon Ramnaut’s going out of the Governor’s chamber, and coming 
into the hall, he was fuddenly met by a party of feapoys with fixed 

bayonets. 
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bayonets, commanded by two black officers, named Sontole and DJrt- 
mahomed, who in that inftant * feized him ; and, not permitting him to 
ride in his palanqneen, marched him on foot through the town, from 
the Governor’s to his own houfe, where they kept him in ftridt confine¬ 
ment, with guards upon his doors, and even in his innermoft apart¬ 
ments ; not permitting any perfon but his own menial fervants to have 
acceis to him. 

He was, on a fubfequent day, again marched under the fame guard to 
the houfe of Governor Verelft; who, notvvithftanding Ramnaufs letter 
was addrefied to the Governor and Council, thought proper to refer it 
to the Seiedi and Secret Committee, who had fome private fittings upon 
the affair; in order, as was ufual among them on fuchoccafions, to record 
fomething after their own way upon the face of their proceedings, which 
fhould have the farcical appearance of jufficc, to amufe the Directors. 
Ramnaut was, therefore, ieveral times conducted, under his guards, 
before the Secret Committee, where they did what they pleafed; and 
when they had done with him, ordered him back to confinement in his 
own houfe, where centinels were placed at every door and window. He 
remained in that fituation until Sunday the 3d May 1767; on the 
evening of which day he fent to inform the writer, he had juft received 
private intelligence, that orders had been received from Governor Verelft, 
then with the Nab<3b at Murfiiedabad, to Mr. Cartier, then at Calcutta, 
to deliver him, Ramnaut, up to the Nabob for confinement; which 
matter, notwithftanding other pretences, was a principal object of the 
Governor’s vifit to the city. He farther acquainted the writer, he had 
intelligence, that it was intended to fend him away that evening; and 
begged he would come to his houfe, to help him to fecure his effects. 
Accordingly the writer went to his houfe, towards night, and faw him 
in drift confinement, under charge of a party of foldlers, commanded by 
a black officer, named Rambukfh, greatly terrified, and in tears. Upon 
the writer’s expoftulating with him, and afiting him the reafon of his 
dejeftion, he anfwered, that he was under ftrong apprehenfions of being 

* In a Secret Committee* held at Calcutta the iSth April jy6y, at which were prefent, 
Harry Verelft, E% President, with Metfrs. John Cartier, Claud RuileJI and Alexander 
Campbell, Governor Verelft entered a minute on thofe Secret Proceedings; wherein he ac¬ 
quainted his brother Committee-men, that he had fo feized and confined Ramnaut, t£ becaufe 
“ he had re-ifon to believe he was the inftrument of a concealed faction againft Nobekiflhn/* 
(who was, as before obferved, his Banyan, as well as Banyan to the Committee) ** and 
“ therefore he had ordered him under a guard, to prevent his being tampered with, and in. 
** ftru£ted in his evidence, until he could be examined by the Committee, ” In vain do 
Engiifhmen e * c Him againft the proceedings of a Baftile, or an Inquifuion, while practices 
of this nature are fuffered to pafs in a Britiih Settlement unpunifhed. 
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murdered, when out of the diftriefts of Calcutta, The writer comforted 
him as well as he could, by a during him, that no Englifhman would be 
concerned in fo horrid an ad, or permit the Nabob , or his officer s> to per¬ 
petrate it; whereupon he exclaimed againft the Englifh laws, and be¬ 
wailed the misfortunes which he laid his miftaken notions of their juftice 
had drawn upon him. 

This difeourfe was fcarcely ended, when there came another party 
of armed foldiers, under command of another black officer, named 
Muraad Khawn, with three fervants of the Governor, named Peer Ma¬ 
homed, Daft Mahomed, and Gordal Sing ; faying, they had the Gover¬ 
nor’s orders to carry him, Ramnaut, away to the Nabob. This was like 
the arrival of a death-warrant to this diftreffed man. He changed co¬ 
lour, and trembling begged for time to arrange his affairs and fecure 
his papers, which only brought upon him fevere abufe and ill treatment. 
When the writer remonflrated with (he teapoys thereon, telling them, 
he was fure fuch rigour was not ufed by order of the Governor, they 
even pretented to him the butt-ends of their mufquets: and in this 
fftuation they haftily obliged Ramnaut, without any preparation for his 
journey, or arrangement of his affairs, to quit his houfe ; pulling him 
into the ftreet, where they bound his hands, and then hauled him 
through the town to a boat that had been prepared for carrying him away. 

By letters, afterwards received from him, it appeared, that he was 
actually transferred to the Nabob at Murfhedabad, for confinement, 
during which time his family, at Maldah, was put to the greateft hard¬ 
ships and diftrefles: and after about feventeen months imprifonment, the 
writer received a letter from him, in the Bengal language, of which the 
following is a tranflation. 


“ On the 28th of the month Serrabon (or 9th Auguft) 1768, the 
“ Nabob Mahomed Reza Khawn delivered me over to Baboo * Ong- 
t( nothing, who demanded from me 60,000 rupees j viz. 

t£ On account Mr. * Verelft's fait - 48,000 

“ Ditto -— boats - 7,000 

“ Ditto wages to the boat people - 5,000 


(< Current rupees - 60,0 go 


* An officer of the Nabob’s, who fit peri ntenried the bufinefs of the Cutche^rries. 
t This was part of the private fait concerns, taken notice of in our Xliith Chapter. 


” I there- 
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tc I thereupon told him, that no part of the demand was juft, except 
t( for the fait; on which account I had already paid Mr. Verelft, by the 
“ hands of Mr. Richard Harwell, thirty-one thou find two hundred Sunott 
“ rupees;—that the balance which might be due, after crediting me 
“ for fundry difputed articles, as .might be adjufted, I was ready to 
« pay. That the amount of the boats was not due from me, for I 
“ never received them. On hearing this, Baboo Ongnoofing became 
“ very angry, and abufed me very much; fending for the * * * § Chora and 
*r Cfeorry, and faying, he would tie me up to the -f Seepiyah, and flog 
<< the money out of me. At laft, he told me to fend for the papers or 
(t letters regarding the boats and the money paid, at the fame time order- 
« Ing me to pay, on account of the balance of the felt-money, eleven 
“ thou land two hundred ficca rupees, on the fpot. After this, he ordered 
“ the feapoys to take me away, and, by the ufe of force, to fee that the 
“ money was paid on that day. 

« I was in confequence thereof very ill treated, and on the next morn- 
<< ing was again fent for; when' he told me, I could only live by paying 
“ the money. I was afterwards carried to the £ Khalfa Cutcherry, by 
<£ order of the Nabob Mahomed Reza Khawn ; who himfelf calling me 
“ before him, ordered me to pay the faid money. I reprefented, that I 
“ had no objection to pay the amount of the fait; but hoped I fhould be 

thereupon releafed from confinement, and have a fhort time allowed 
" me. Upon which the faid Nabob became very angry ; faid, he would 
tc have the money at any rate ; and immediately fent for the Seepiyah 
“ and Chawbuck. There was then prefent Baboo Ongnoofing and Rarn- 
« kiffore Sene, the Governor’s Banyan’s § Vakeel, with whom the 
“ Nabob coniulted a little, and then ordered the feapoys to' take me back 
“ to my prifon ; telling me, if 1 did not pay the money within one 
“ month, he himfelf would pay it, and hang me for it. In this affair, 
<£ whatever the Governor’s Banyan writes, that is and will be the law; 
“ and I am afraid there is a defign upon my life. Do you, therefore, I 
C£ pray, for God’s fake, make application on my behalf; and become an- 
t( I we ruble for the payment of the money, if I can be releafed from my 
££ confinement on thole terms. Dated the 8th of the month Bhadrd, or 
" 21 Augufl: 1768.” 

* Two fpecies of whips ufed in the Cutcherries. 

f An engine ui'ed in the Cutcherries, confuting of three bamboes, ere&cd in a triangle, 
with a rope hanging from the centre, to tie and fufpend the culprit during flagellation, 

| The Cutcherry where the Nabob fits in per fan, when he choofes to tranfaft bufmefs 
himfelf, 

§ A Charge des affaires* which every great man (fuchas a Governor’s Banyan necefifarily 
is) keeps at court* 

At 
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At the fame time this miferable victim wrote a letter to the Governor 
of Calcutta, of which letter, as delivered into the Council, the follow¬ 
ing, being an exadt literal tranflation, may alfo ferve as a fpecimen of 
the Bengal epiftolary ftyle. 

A 

“ To the Great and Greateft of Governors. 

* 

Siri, Siri , Ram * ! 

“ This petition of me-f' your flave, Ramnaut Dafs, who mofr refpcct- 
“ fully and reverently addreffes you, and prays for the increafe of your 
“ riches and profperity, reprefents, that I, your petitioner, only to ob- 
“ tain juftice for myfelf, made application at your feet. From the ill 
“ fortune ftampt on my forehead J, I did not obtain juftice, but was 
“ imprifoned and lent here ; where I am yet confined, having been a 
<c prifoner, on and off, for near three, years. There is nothing wanting 
“ to the completion of my miferyj and my family are diftrefied even for 
“ victuals. I am now extremely hard preffed for the fait-money. Agree- 
“ ably to order I formerly paid, on account of that demand, thirty-one 
“ thoufand two hundred Sunott rupees to || Mr. Barwell, and the re- 
“ mainder, which may be juftly due, I never objected to the payment 
“ of. I therefore humbly petition, that you will order the releafement 
“ of your flave, and I will take care and pay the money. I am a forlorn 
<v man. J have nobody capable of affording me protection. You are 
“ God's deputy, and the giver of the laws. Be pleafed to fave'the life 
“ of your forlorn flave, by ordering his releafement. This is the requeft 
“ he humbly lays at your feet. Dated the 8th of the month Bhadro, 
“ or the a ift Augujft 17681” 

The pretence again made ufe of on the Records of the Secret Com¬ 
mittee for this fecond imprifonment of Ramnaut, and fending him. to 
the Nabob, was, l< That he might be delivered up to the country govern- 
u ment (which had not been done before) “ to be made accountable for 
u the numberlefs extortions and villanies he had been guilty of at Mal- 
tf dab, and other places within the government's jurifdiSHon Never - 
thclefs, no fucli extortions or villanies were ever legally proved agairdt 

** This is one of their many Invocations of God, fet at the beginning of all writings. 

t die Bengal original, the word Saheb, Mailer or Lord, is fubftituted for this pro¬ 
noun, as « the Lord’s Have”—■«* the Lord’s increafe of riches,” 

% The Gentoos, who are great predeftinarians, believe that every man’s fortune is written 
on his forehead from the moment of his birth. 

jj The writer Was informed by Mr, Richard Barwell, that he had actually received 31200 
Sunott Rupees on this account. 
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him i nor, to the time of his writing the foregoing letters, had any 
perfon ever confronted him with any complaints before the Nabob, nor 
had the Nabob made any other demands on him than thofe mentioned 
in his before-recited letters. 

Whatever might have been the man’s crimes,, nothing can vindicate 
the mode of proceeding again it him; nor can any dory, however plau- 
fible or well contrived, convince the public, that it was juit to deny this, 
merchant the means of obtaining jirftice, and to transfer his complaints 
from the fair and open trial of juries, to the cl an deft in e proceedings of 
a junto of three or four, bound to each other by oaths of fecrecy, who* 
at the fame time were, in efferit, his original and prefent' accufers andi 
opprdfors, and who could, as we may now juftly conclude, have no 
other views in this clandeftine work than, to keep from the light their' 
other dark proceedings, which they were doubtlefs apprehendve a pub¬ 
lic trial of the complaints againfl NobekilTen, the Banyan to the Select 
and Secret Committee, might ferve effectually to difclofe. This alfo. 
was the real motive that we before promifed to enlarge upon,, and 
which occafioned a fupprefTion of the complaint of Gocul Sonar *. 

One more extraordinary mflance we will give of the convenient ufes 
which are made of the Nabobs by the Governor and Council in Cal¬ 
cutta, under whofe diredtion alone they adt, whenever it is neceffary for 
any private purpofe to opprefs individuals ; and this is of certain Ar¬ 
menian merchants of e/tablifhed credit and reputation, who, like many 
hundreds of others, had been long eflablifhed. in India, and were at this 
time peaceably engaged in carrying on their own mercantile budnefs in 
the dominions bordering on Bengal, which the Company had taken 
from, and afterwards reilored to the Nabob Sujah al Dowlah, The bu- 
finefs they carried on greatly interfering with the private views of the 
Governor and fome of the Council at Calcutta, and their connedbions, 
it was thought neceffary to have them removed. Not contented, with 
their being fuddenly feized by the Company’s troops and confined, 
without ever being accufed, confronted, or heard upon any pretended 
crime or miibehaviour whatever in the dominions of Sujah al Dowlah, 
the Governor and Council had them brought down into their own pro¬ 
vinces, where they could more conveniently manage them, and where 

* The Eaft India Directors have been Iona pofTefTed of all the papers relative to the pro- 
ceedings concerning Gocul and R.amnaut. If they think thofe proceedings, difo-uifed as the 
writer knows them to be, will Hand the teft of infpedtion, It is hoped they, will* for the ho¬ 
nour of their fervants,. lay them before the public ; or otherwife, that they will do it for the 
honour, of national juftjee, in expofing the parties who have offended, either by uniuftly 
promoting or fupprefhjiff f uc h complaints; or at lead for their own vindication, in publifh- 
ing to the world the juft refentment they may have Ihewn againll the principal delinquents 
in Inch infamous tranfactions, 

they 
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they were kept imprifoned for fome months, to the utter ruin of them¬ 
felves and families. After they had been long enough imprifoned tb 
ferve the purpofes intended, they were fet at liberty, but without being 
acquainted with any reafon for fuch imprifonment: and, defpairing of 
ever obtaining judice in Bengal, two of them came over in quell of it 
to England; where, flattering themfelves that the Court of Directors 
would naturally difcountenance fuch oppreffion, they prefented a very 
refpedtful petition to the Court; which, as it will give the beR Rate of 
their cafe, we will prefent the reader with a copy of, as follows. 

«* To the Honourable the Court of Directors, for the Adairs of 
« The Honourable the United Company of Merchants of Eng- 
land, trading to the East Indies. 

** The Petition of Gregore Cojamend and Johannes Padre Rafael, 

“ Armenian Merchants, late of Bengal, 

Humbly Sheweth, 

«* That your petitioners, who are natives of Ifphahan in Perda, have 
* e for many years redded in India, particularly in the provinces an- 
nexed to Bengal, and in the dominions of the different princes hor- - 
dering upon thofe provinces, where they have carried on, for them- 
<e felves and others, a very extenfive trade, always with the permifiion 
** and approbation of the different princes, in whole dominions your 
l( petitioners redded; always paying the duties exafted by fuch princes, 
and always chearfully fubmitting themfelves to the laws of fuch coun- 
"** tries. 

“ That it has ever been the cuflom, from time immemorial, for 
“ Greeks, Georgians, Turks, Perdans, Tartars, Cafhmecrians, Ar- 
menians, and other nations, to refort to and traffic in India, where 
the country Nabbbs, lenfible of the benefits arifing from the refort of 
** foreign merchants and the increafe of trade, have at all times encou- 
raged fuchperfons to the utmoR of their power. 

(< That beddes their own traffic, your petitioners likewifie, for about 
“ feven years laR paR, have been horiOLtred with buimefs upon com- 
“ midion from fundry Englifh gentlemen, feveral of whom are now in 
England. 

“ That your petitioners in fuch tranfaftlons have ever adted to the 
“ fatisfadlion of their conRituents, and witli credit to themfelves; liav- 
“ ing ever ftudioufly avoided interfering in any other than their own 
4 * mercantile affairs ; and they have ever been well-wifhers to the Ho* 
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“ nourable Englilh EaR India Company, having never, in the moil 
“ diftant manner, sRed contrary to the intereRs of that Company. 

<c That your petitioners were lately refident in the dominions of the 
" Nabob Sujah al Dowlah, and the Raj alt Bnl want Sing, who, to the 
“ great iurprize of your petitioners, received orders from your Preiidency 
of Calcutta, or Fort William, to banifh your petitioners out of their 
“ countries. 

“ That thofe princes communicated the orders which they had re- 
“ ceived from your laid Preiidency to your petitioners, who had the 
“ honour to be favoured with the friendihip of the faid princes who 
(t propofed various expedients to fereen your petitioners from violence, 
" as your petitioners can fhew by authentic documents in their hands, 
“ to the fatisfa&ion of this Honourable Court. 

“ That the friendfhip of thofe princes having induced them to evade 
“ the immediate execution of fuch tyrannical orders, for which they 
“ knew no caufe, your P ref dent Mr. VereIR wrote again in repeated 
“ letters, and in the moil peremptory terms, to have your petitioners 
“ feized, imprifoned, and fent down into the Company’s provinces to 
“ Patna and Murihedabad ; and for fear of farther delays or evaiions, 
<e orders W'ere given to the immediate fervants of the Engliili Com- 
“ pany, who were employed to feize and imprifon your petitioners, as 
tc they are likewife ready to prove to the fatisfadtion of this Honourable 
,c Court, by authentic documents and writings under the hands and feals 
“ of the faid Company’s fervants, 

'* That accordingly your petitioners were feized in the moR hidden, 
“ cruel and inhuman manner, and brought down to the Company’s 
factories at Patna and Murihedabad, being obliged to quit inflantly all 
“ tkey were poflefled of in that country, to a very confiderable amount, 
“ together with their books and papers, and the effedls of many other 
** perions with which they were intruded, and for which they are ac- 
“ countable. 

* l That during the confinement of your petitioners, their relations 
l * did deliver to your Prefident, Mr. Harry VerclR, fundry petitions, 
“ particularly one of the 15th May 1768, and one of the 13th June 
“ 1768, (which your petitioners imagine Rand recorded upon your Cal- 
“ cutta confultations) requeRing the releafement of your petitioners, and 
“ offering to give any fuch fecurity for money, or the appearance of 
“ your petitioners, as might appear reafonable to your laid Prefident 
** and Council. 

1 hat the faid petitions were paid no regard to, but your peti- 
“ tioners were continued under confinement j your petitioner Gregore 

“ Cojamaul 
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*< Cojamaul having been confined from the 14th March 17 68 to the 
« 23d May 1 768/being two months and nine days * and your peti- 
« doner Johannes Padre Rafael, from the 27th March 1768 to the 
“ 28th Augud 1768, being five months ; during which time they were 
« treated worfe than cqnvi< 3 ed felons; Cogee Rafael being firft im- 
« prifoned in a horfe-liable, and afterwards both kept in clofe confine- 
<< ment under a drong guard of the Company’s feapoys, with fixed 
bayonets, who never buffered your petitioners to dir out of their 
“ fight. 

“ That being at lad releafed from confinement, your petitioners and 
44 their friends waited upon your President, Mr. Harry Vereld, not 
ft only to be acquainted what were the caules of his difpleafure, and 
« why the)' had been confined, but re q.uefnng leave to return up the 
“ country to fecure their effects and outdanding concerns, thereby to 
preferve themfelves and families from ruin ; but, to the misfortune 
4 ‘ of your petitioners, all their applications were paid no regard^ to, nor 
44 could they ever obtain any fatisfaction, or he acquainted way tney 
44 had been thus capricioufly imprifoned for fo long a time, and then 
“ fet at liberty, without being accufed of even a fictitious miide- 

“ meanor ? . 

44 That, to the great adonifbment of your petitioners, upon their 
“ arrival in Calcutta, they were informed, that your Governor, Mr. 
“ Plarry Vereld,. and his Council had been pleafed to publifh an ediiX, 
44 under date of the 18th May 1768, prohibiting all Armenians, Por- 
« tugueze and their defeendants, from refidlng or trading in- any part 
44 out of' the provinces of Bengal, Bahdr and Orijj'a ; or attempting to. 
44 tranjport any merchandize beyond thofe provinces, under penalty cj the. 
44 utmojl fevere corporal punifmient, and the, confiscation of jiich merchan - 
“ dize j an atteded notorial copy of which mod extraordinary public 
fC edidt ^ is in the hands of your petitioners, for the in ip option, oi this 
44 Honourable Court. 

44 That your petitioners were hereby not only deprives, among 
44 others, of thofe rights which were due to them, as men, by" the law 
“ of nations, but were deprived of that freedom of trade which their 
44 nation had always enjoyed in the times of the word of ancient 
« Black Nabobs, and in particular were alfo deprived of all hopes 
44 of ever recovering thofe effects from which they nad been thus for- 
“ cibly and capricioufly taken. 


* See this Edift, in the Appendix, N° XXIX, P a g e Boj 
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“ That your petitioners, who have been therefore neceffitated at a 

great expence to come to England for juftice, now appeal to the 
« equity of this Honourable Court; requeuing, that they will either 
t( indemnify your petitioners for the great loifes they luflain, or that 
ff they will be pleafed to order home, to anfwer for themfeives, the 
** Prefident Mr. Verelft, and fuch of the Company’s lervants as to this 
et Honourable Court may appear to have been the adding peribns in the 
if oppreffions complained of. 

** And your petitioners, as in duty bound, 
“ fhall ever pray. 

** London, the 12th Sep- 

tember 1760.” (Sivned) tc GREG ORE COJAMAUL, 

« JOHANNES PADRE RAFAEL.*’ 

It was natural for thefe injured Annenian merchants, who then knew 
but little of the Rate of the Company and the party views of its Direc¬ 
tors, to imagine that the Court would have fhewn fome readincfs, if not 
a ferious difpolition to redrefs their wrongs. But, to their fhame be it 
fpoken ! the petition is faid to have been thrown afide, and to have 
Iain by, unahfwered and difregarded to this day; while thefe foreign 
gentlemen, as is /aid, have been left to leek redrefs at law, exactly in 
the diftrefsful fit it at ion already defcribed; expoied to the neceffity of 
fending commiffions to India for evidence, and of waiting for the pre¬ 
carious arrival of their op prefib rs from India; fome of whom may 
perhaps fhamelefsly attempt to fcreen themfeives by the prabliled and 
now ufual fubterfuge, of pretending the matter complained of was 
tranfafted by The Nabob, in the extra-judicial diftribts of the 
charter. 

Many other instances might be given, to prove the badnefs of the 
government, police, and adminifixation of juftice in thofe diftant do¬ 
minions i fome of which, though there looked upon as trifles *, would 
in this country be confidered as matters of the moil ferious confe- 
■r uence. Indeed to enumerate all the fabts of that nature which have 
■come within the writer’s knowledge, would be to fill a large folio volume* 

It 

* Such as a mafter’s fending, upon his Ample note (or Chit, as there called ) a native fer- 
va.it to the Zemindar, to receive a flagellation at the Cutcherry ; or the collecting by a mi¬ 
litary iorce, two or three dozen of Englifhmen, inhabitants of the fettkment, and confining 
■Sherri, in a dungeon in the New Fort, fora day or two. This the writer himfelf knows to 
have been done, on a fimple verbal order, from a late Right Honourable Governor. The 
occaiion was this.— Complaints were made, that many Europeans kept public houfes, for 
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It would moreover be a talk {hocking to humanity } and as it is pre- 
iSmied fudieient have already been produced to convince the reader of 
the truth of our aflertions upon the fubj.edl-matter of this chapter, we 
{hall haften to a concluiion of it. Should the curious reader with to 
be farther informed, relative to other fafts than v/hat are here proved 
refpeCting our aiTertions, we beg leave to refer him to our 14th chap¬ 
ter on Oppreffions and Monopolies in general, and to the Papers in 
our Appendix, N os XXX, XXXI, XXXI 1 , and XXXIII, pages 81 to 
32r, &c. as well as to every other part of this work, where fomething 
•will*in all places be found to corroborate what is here advanced. 

Upon the whole of what has been faid, it iurely will be allowed, that 
m the fituation in which matters now hand,, juft ice can never prevail 
agairift the will of power in India; and can be rarely worth purfuing 
from thence to England,, even in the very few cafes where it is practi¬ 
cable, at leaft in a judicial way : fo that, without an effeftual reforma¬ 
tion here, or till the laws are made to operate with fufficient efficacy in 
tliofe regions, all people muft live, there unprotected by laws, and always 
liable to be deprived of their rights even as men, from the laws of na¬ 
ture, as well as of thofe bleffings that are peculiar to the laws of Eng¬ 
land ; which, if duly enforced from hence by neceffary checks and 
controul, and impartially executed there, by independent, capable, and 
difmterefted judges, would prove a lading fecurity to the intered of the 
Company^. and, with rendering the pofieffion of thofe dominions the 
envy and admiration of all neighbouring dates, would, likewife bid 
faireft for efiablifhing the permanency of thofe refources which this 
nation has a right to dxpeCt from fubjetfted. provinces fo extenfive and 
wealthy-. 

the retailing of a fpirituous liquor called Pariar Arrack, to the great debauchery of the fol- 
dierv They were immediately ordered -to be fought after, and carried to the New fort; 
and the execution of this commifiion w.as left to the blackfeapoys, who were di {patched for 
that purpofe. As it was left to the diferetion of thofe ignorant people, many innocent ti add- 
men were involved with others who really did fell this liquor, and all were promucuouily 
conduced to prifon in this wanton manner : for which kinds of violences, there is no legal 
redrefs or fatisfadlion to be obtained, however innocent of guilt the injured parties may be 
proved.. 
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CHAP. X. 

Of the different COVENANTS and LICENCES under which 
British Subjects retort to the EAST INDIES for the Pur- 

pofe of RESIDING THERE, 

I T is well known, by the charters, and afls of parliament confirming 
them, which are at prefent in force, and were original tv made with 
a view only of fecuring to the Company the excluhve right of trade to 
and from the Eaft Indies, that no Britith fubje&s can iafely venture 
even to breathe the air of India, without having find obtained the per¬ 
mit ii on of the Company. 

Britith iubjeds reforting to the Ead Indies for the purpofe of redding 
there, go out either in a military or civil capacity : the former, in dif¬ 
ferent Rations, from the common loldier and cadet to the general of¬ 
ficer i and the latter, as covenanted-fervants, free merchants, or free 
mariners. 

In the regular courfe of the Company's bnfinefs, as edablifhed after 
the union of the two Companies, it has been ufual, except on fome very 
particular occaiions, for the civil fervants to go out as Writers, not 
under, and generally at the age of fix teen years, upon their own pe¬ 
tition, or requefi: ; and to rife by rotation or feniority in India, to the 
Rations of Factors, junior-and fenior Merchants, Counfellors and Go¬ 
vernors. On iuch petition being coniidered and granted by the Board 
of Diredlors, they tender to the young candidate a long printed inden¬ 
ture to fign, as drawn up by their own lawyers, wherein, among many 
other articles, the youth is made to fign to certain agreements and con¬ 
ditions between the Company and himfelf, as follow, 

“ That upon the fpecial requefi and intreaty of him, A. B. the Com- 
<r pany have received him into their fervice, as their writer (factor, 
“ or otherwife) to ferve them for the fpace of years to be 

“ employed on their bufinefs in any place within their limits, between 
“ the Cape of Good Hope and the Streights of Magellan, and engage 
“ to pay him for the fame the wages of pounds per annum t. 

** And he, A. B. engages, that until the full expiration of the faid 
years, he will ferve them honeflly and diligently; obferve 
" and fulfil all orders of the Company, or their reprefentatives in India, 

* The iTua] term upon the original indenture for all writers is five years, 
t Ulually fifteen pounds per annum for awritcr, 

“ refilling 
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t( refilling nil thofe who mall endeavour to break fuch orders or m- 
“ fhuftions; will not do, or fuller to be done any thing to the Com- 
“ pany’s prejudice; give the Directors the earlieft intelligence of all 
« deceits, wrongs, abufes and breaches of orders, and that he will 
« keep and conceal the Company's fecrets *. And he, A . B. alfo ccve- 
<< nanti and agrees, that before he leaves the Company's fettlenients he will 
“ faithfully pay f and difebarge all fuch fums as may be jujily indebted 
11 to any of the black merchants , or natives, or to any other foreigners or 
“ merchants, not being the juhjeth of bis Majefiy. And upon condition 
“ of his keeping and performing his covenants, the Company agree, 
“ that for the fa id term of years, he, the faid A. B. Ihall be 

“ freely permitted to trade and traffic for his own account only, from 
port to port in India, or el few he re within the limits aforefaid, (but 
(t not to or from any place without the fame) without any interruption 
or hindrance from them the faid Company, or their fuccefifors; fo as 
te the faid trade be fuhjedt to fuch rules and limitations as the Court of 
Directors Ihall, from time to time, diredf or appoint, and be not to 
*< the hurt of the Company, or their commerce. And farther, in cafe 
« he, the faid A. B. Ihall wafle or make uie of the Company’s trea- 
“ fuve, become indebted to the Company, or in any wife make de- 
“ fault in performance of his covenants, in fuch cafe he Ihall not be 
<< ffititled to any of the advantages intended him, but on the contrarv, 
* c it Ihall then be lawful for the Company, or their Governor and 
“ Council, to feize and detain the effects of him, A. B. until fatisfac- 
“ rlon be made. And forajmuch as grievous complaints, as is faid, have 
been made to the Company, that feveral of their Governors, Counfellers. 
Fa Slots, and other Servants have committed very heinous and grievous 
“ offences in their faBories , and other places within their faid limits of 
trade , by unjitftly menacing , imprifontng , a faulting, abufmg , and evil 
te treating the natives and black merchants, and by means of fuch violences, 
« abufes , and injuries, have extorted and forced great fums of money and 


ifc jt ; s fomething remarkable, that this covenanted obligation to hep and conceal the Compa - 
fecrets^ is without limit, or the qualifying explanatory word lawful ; contrary, as we 
apprehend, to general practice in England, where the covenanting fervant binds himfelf on- 
jy to keep his matter's lawful fecrets, nor can legally bind himfelf to do more. But now, 
with regard to Kail India affairs, we fee all terms and conditions, as we)! as all practice, inuft 
be abfolute, as thefe kinds of obligations are made ^ and yet it is poflible for the India Com* 
pany to have fecrets, which it would be a very great crime for any BriuAi fubjedt to 

conceal* , 

f It is worthy of note, that though the Company hereby make their fervants engage not to 
quit their fettlements without firit difeharging all debts due from them to the natives, yet 
they now make no fcruple of fuddecly forqaig perfons away to Europe, without troub- 
y in tr thcmfelves about thejuftice due to the natives j becaufe they have nothing to fear from 
th*prefm NMbh m coutequence of any complaints which thofe natives can make. 


other 
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“ oth r valuable effeBs from fuch injured perfons , who, by reafon of the 
great dijlance from this kingdom , and the wholefome laws thereof, and 
« by the reafon that the faid Company have not been enabled to obtain and 
“ render jdtisfaBion for fuch injuries , have been remedilefs : Therefore i t 
is alfo covenanted, between the laid A-B. and the jaid United Com— 
“ pany , that in cafe the jiud A- B. fall be accufed of any fuch violences, 
“ it jhall be lawful for fuch injured perfons to fend over complaints and 
l( attefattorn of fitch mi [demeanors , in writing , to the Court of DireBors , 
~ "to whom it Jhall be lawful to enquire into the. truth of fuch complaints, 
“by all fuch ways and means as they Jhall think juft and equitable , and 
“ f 0 judge , determine , and award fatisfaBion and reparation for the fame r 
“ to be made to the f aid Company for the benefit of fuch injured perfons r 
“ by the faid A. 13 . who agrees faithfully to pay the fums fo awarded. 
ft And forafmuch as it frequently happens, as is faid, that the fervants* 
“ of the Company, by a combination among themfelves, adjuft: and 
“ pafs their own accounts with the Company, in order to preclude any. 
“ review, alteration, or conteft of the lame, it is, therefore, further 
“ agreed, that all and every account of the faid A. B. with the faid 
“ Company, fo Rated, adjufted, balanced, or ftgned in the Eaft Indies, 
“ {hall at all times be taken and efteemed to be open accounts, 
“ formed and prepared only for the inipe&ion, correction, or appro- 
« bation of the Company, and £hall not in any article bind or conclude 
“ them. And the faid A. B. covenants alfo, that he will not be con- 
« cerned, diredtly or indireCtly, in any fort of commerce from Europe 
“ to the Eaft Indies,.or from the Eaft Indies to Europe, on his own 
“ account, under penalty of paying double the value of all goods fo 
“ traded for, of forfeiting all benefits and advantages intended him 
“ by and from the faid Company, and of ceafing to be their fervant, 
l£ or agent. And, in order to adifeovery of, and a fatisfa&ion for fuch 
" illicit trade, the faid A. B. confents, that it fhall be lawful for the 
u Company to file any bill or bills of' difeovery againft him in the 
Chancery or Exchequer, to which he will not demur, or plead in 
“ bar of difeovery, nor allege any matter whatfoever, whereby to pre- 
* £ vent or preclude the Company from the relief fought by fuch bill j~ 
« and in confederation of the difeovery, or difclofure arifing from a full 
“ and true anfwer of the faid A. B. the Company agree to be latisfied 
« for the damages on account of the faid illicit trade, upon receiving 
“ the fum of fifty pounds for every one hundred pounds of the goods 
“ fo traded for, in lieu of the beforefaid double value of the fame. And; 
« laftly, it is provided, that if the faid A. B. continue longer than the 
“ faid term of years in the fervice ef the Company, fuch 

ct continuance. 
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€I continuance fhall be upon the fame terms and conditions as are fpe- 

cified in the faid indenture; fave and except, that if the fud A. B. 
te fhall rife to any fiiperior Ration, he lhall receive Rich wages as are 
“ ufually paid to officers or fervants in the like advanced Rations.” 

To one part of thefe indentures given to A. B. the Company's Secre¬ 
tary lets their common feal; and the other part, left with the Company, 
is executed in form, under the hand and feal of the young tyro, who 
alio gives fecurity in the fum of five hundred pounds for the perform¬ 
ance of his part of the covenants, and trufls to the honour of the Com¬ 
pany for the performance of theirs. 

The fame covenants have been ufually entered into by thofe who 
went out in anyluperior Ration, varied only with regard to the period of 
fervitude (if there is any difference therein) a larger falary, and giving 
fecurity * for a larger fum. 

The indentures or covenants into which it has been ufual for thofe to 
enter who go out under the denomination of Free Merchants, are in 
fubffance as follows. 


“ That A, B. having upon Ins own fpecial requefl obtained permif- 
“ lion of the Court of Directors of the laid United Company, to go to 
“ there to dwell and inhabit, together with free liberty to 

ule and exercife any trade and commerce in the way of a merchant, 
“ or other wife, in any commodities whatfoever, to and from any ports 
“ and places in the faid EaR Indies, or elfewhere, within the limits of 
“ the Company’s charter, from the Cape of Good Hope to the Streights 
“ of Magellan, but not to or from any place without the faid limits ; 
“it is covenanted and agreed between the faid A. B. and the iaifi 
“ Company, that he the laid A. B. as alfo his wife, if he lhall have 
** any, together with fuch children and fervants as have the liberty of 
** the faid Company for that purpofe, fliall, during the time of their 
“ refpedlive abodes in the EaR Indies, refide and dwell at as 

“ inhabitants thereof; and jhall not remove to or rejide in any other 
u place or part of the Eajl Indies, fave at And that he A. B. 

“ if be Jhall fo long live , jhall and will refide and be at one or other of the 
“Jaid places for the term of -p years., before his return to Great Bn- 


* The writer gives fecurity for the performance of his covenants in the fum of 

Fa£lor - -— -- " - 

Junior Merchant - -- - - - 

Senior Merchant .-■ —- ■ 

Governor - — * . ■ — —■ - — — 

f Uencrally 3 the time ftipulated is five years. 
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'** tain, unlefs he jhall obtain liberty to return fooner , by writing from the 

*'* Court of DireBors -and that he will not receive any confignments 

“ from Great Britain, except only for diamonds and diamond-boar t, 
" or inch other commodities as fhall be licenled by the Company, he 
“ A. B. paying to the Company's Governor one per cent, upon the 
“ value of fuch confignments. And aljb, that neither he A. B . nor his 
wife, children, orfervants, by his privity, jhall, directly nor indirectly, 
“ write, or caufe to be written over to Europe, any thing or matter 
“ relating to the Company’s trade in India or Europe, except to the Court 
“ of 'Direditors ; nor be concerned in any trade or merchandize from 
“ Europe to India, or from India to Europe, other than fuch as be. 
“ licenfed by the laid Company. And alfo, that he A. B. will give a. 
“ faithful account of his trade from port to port to the Company’s Go- 
* ( vernor and Council, at the place where he fhall refide, in order for 
“ the fame to be entered in a regiftry at the factory. And that he will 
** pay all fuch duties'and cuftoms as fhall be appointed by the Com- 
“ pany, or their representatives, at the ports or places where fuch 
“ trade fhall be carried on ; and will be fubjedt to fuch other regula- 
“ tions as they fhall think reafonable, for the better government of 
“ their trade in, to, and from the Eaft Indies. And A. B. further 
<i agrees, that whenever the Company, or their Court of Directors, jhall 
“ apprehend bis refdence cr t?‘ade, within the limits aforejaid, to be in- 
“ convenient to them, and fall thereupon order him to remove to Great 
** Britain, he the laid A. B. fhall and will, within one year after notice, 
“ fraff port bimfelf, family, and ejfeBs to Great Britain , in the fhips 
“ employed by the laid Company, and no other : which effedts fhall be 
** returned in diamonds, or diamond-boart, or fuch other commodities 
“ as fliall from time to time be licenfed, or allowed by the Company, 
** or elfe in bills of exchange drawn on the faid Court of Diredtors, 
“ and not otherwife. And the faid Company do covenant, promife, and' 
agree to and with the [aid A. B. that upon his obferving and perform¬ 
ing the covenants and agreements, in the faid indenture exprefjid, faith - 
*' fully and truly, he the faid A, B. shall enjoy the Company’s 
“ PROTECTION WITHIN THE LIMITS OF THEIR CHARTER., And 
“ f ke faid A. B. further engages, that lie will not trade,, correfpond, 
“ or deal with any perfon or perfons who do or fhall trade within thofe 
limits^by or under, or by virtue of, any foreign commiflion, licence* 
or authority whatfoever ; nor with any perfon or perfons with whom 
he fhall be forbid to trade; nor will be aiding, abetting, or aflifting 
towards the carrying on of any illegal, unlicenfed, or clandefline 
“ trade whatever, nor wittingly i offer any damage or interruption to 

“ be 
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u be done or given to the affairs or commerce of the faid Company; 

but will do all in his power to make difcovery of, and to prevent, 
£< the fame. And in cafe the faid A. B. fhall fail in the performance 
“ of thefe covenants, then by the firfi: opportunity offering, after orders 
“ received for that purpofe, he the faid A. B. fhall tranfport himfelf, 
“ family, and eifeds to Gi'eat Britain, in manner as above-mentioned. 

And in order to a difcovery of, and fatisfadion for, any illicit trade, 
“ it is agreed (in the fame manner as in the writer’s covenant before 
“ fpecified) that it flnall be lawful for the Company to file a bill in the 
“ court of Chancery or Exchequer, the Company agreeing, in confe- 
“ quence of any difclofure or difcovery arifing from the faid A. B.’s 
“ anfwer to fuch bill, to be fatisfied with fifty pounds for every him- 
“ dred pounds value of the goods fo traded for, together with the pro- 
“ duce of fuch illicit trade.” Thefe indentures are alfo executed and 
interchanged in the manner and under the condition already deferibed 
in the cafe of writers. 

Free Mariners, who have been confidered as a clafs of lefs con- 
fequence, have ufually been permitted to go out upon only giving fecu- 
rity not to become chargeable to the Company. As the bond ufually 
given is but fhort, and will belt explain the nature of their engagements, 
we here fubjoin it at length ; viz. 

“ Know all men by thefe prefents, that we A. B. C. D.. and E. F« 
“ are jointly and feveralfy held and firmly bound unto the United Com- 
“ pany of Merchants of England trading to the Eaft Indies in the fum 
" of five hundred pounds of lawful money of Great Britain, to be 
te paid unto the faid United Company, or their certain attorney, fuc- 
“ celfors, or afligns : to which payment, well and truly to be made, we 
“ and each of us jointly and feverally bind and oblige ourfelves, our 
<e heirs, executors, and adminiftrators, firmly by thefe prefents. Sealed 
“ with our feals. Dated the day of in the year of the 

“ reign of our Sovereign Lord by the Grace cf God, of Great 

(t Britain, France, and Ireland, King, Defender of the Faith, and fo- 
“ forth i and in the year of our Lord one thousand feven hundred 
“ and 

“ Whereas the Court of Directors of the above-named United Com- 
“ pany of Merchants of England trading to the Eaif Indies have, at 
“ the lpecial requeit and defire of C. D. and E, F. granted leave to the 
“ faid A. B. to refide in the Eaft Indies, under the protection of the 
“ laid United Company, he the faid A. B. giving fecurity to indemnify 
the faid United Company, and the Governors and Councils of their 
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“ fettlements and factories in the Eaft: Indies, from and again ft all 
t( charges and difburfements wbatfoever, which the faid United Com- 
“ pany, or their faid Governors and Councils, fhall or may fuftain, or 
” be put unto, for the fupport or maintenance of the laid A. B. 

“ And whereas the above bounden C. D. and E. F. at the requeft 
' l< of the faid A. B. agreed to become bound for the purpofes aforefaid, 
'** in manner herein after-mentioned. 

“ Now the condition of this obligation is filch, that if the faid 
c( A.. B. C, D. and E. F. or either of them, their or either of their 
“ heirs, executors, or adminiftrators, do and ihall from time to time, 
“ and at all times hereafter, well and fufficiently defend, fave harmlefs, 
“ and keep indemnified, the faid United Company of Merchants trad- 
“ ing to the Eaft Indies, and their fucceffors, and the Governors and 
Councils of their feveral fettlements and factories in the Eaft: Indies, 
“ from and again ft all charges and difburfements whatfoever, which they 
“ the i'aid United Company, or their fucceffors, or their faid Governors 
M and Councils, or any of them, fhall or may fuffer, fuftain, or be any 
“ ways put unto, for the fupport or maintenance of the laid A. B. dur- 
ing bis continuance in the Eaft Indies aforefaid, then this obligation 
“ to be void. But when and fo often as default fliall be made in the 
“ premifes, to be and remain in full force and virtue. 

Sealed and delivered (being ftrift duly ftamped) 

** in the prefence of 

Until the year 1770, fucli have been the covenants and licences un¬ 
der which Britifli fubjefts have re for ted to the Eaft Indies, for the pur- 
pofe of redding there as merchants or traders. About that time there 
had been many complaints brought home again ft the Company, and 
their lervants, for injuries fuftained by perfons in India, in confequence 
■of the power aflumed by them of feizing, imprifoning, and fending 
their fellow fubjedts to England by force. To thofe oppreflions many 
of the Directors themfelves had been acceffary, by the very injudicious 
orders they had from time to time fent to their fervants in India, and 
they were therefore juftly apprehenfive that fome evil confeqence might 
accrue therefrom to themfelves. In order, therefore, in fome meafure 
to fcreen themfelves from the odium and penalties they had reafon to 
.dread, it was determined to apply for the farther fandlion of the legis¬ 
lature for this unconftitutional power $ and upon a motion of the Chair¬ 
man of the Board of Diredtors, then a Member of the Houfe, on the 26th 
March 1770, it was ordered in Parliament, “ That leave be given to 

“ bring 
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“ bring in a bill,” (which was at firft fpecioufly) “ called a bill for com- 
pelling perfons difmifled the fervice of the Eaft India Company, to 
t£ depart from the Baft Indies; and for better regulating the fervants 
“ of the faid Company ; and for other purpofes,” of which notice will 
more particularly be taken in our following chapter. 

The Company not fucceeding in obtaining the new powers they aimed 
at by the bill fo introduced, had recourfe to tire covenants now before us, 
which they new-modelled, adding thereto fuch claufes as were thought 
neceflary for fupplying the want of thofe powers for which they had in 
vain applied to parliament. 

Inftead of a licence for an unlimited time upon a fimpjfe fecurity- 
bond, not to become chargeable to the Company, the Free Mari¬ 
ner’s indentures were alfo drawn out in form, whereby he is now II- 
cenfed only for a limited time, which is revocable, and he and his fa¬ 
mily made liable to be fent home by force at the pleafure of the Com¬ 
pany, as may be feen more fully in the copy of the faid indenture, in. 
the Appendix, N° XXXIV. page 126.. 

In the new indentures for the Civil Servants, all the claufes 
and ftipulations of the old ones, which were favourable to the Com¬ 
pany, are referved, and the new and additional claufes are in fubftancs 
as follows. 

rt That in cafe the £aid A. B. £hall make default in. any of the cove- 
** nants fpecified, or fhall embezzle any of the Company’s money or 
** eifiecfts, or be guilty of any breach of truft, or be concerned in buy- 
“ ing or felling any fire-arms or warlike-ftores to the natives, without 
** licence of the Company ; or fhall, without fuch licence, hold corre- 
“ fpondence with any Prince,. Nabfib, or country power in India, or 
“ any of their min filers; or fhall fiipply, lend, or procure for the 
** ufe of any foreign Company* or perlons trading under their autho- 
“ rity, any money at Refpondentia, or any other iecurity, loan, or 
“ engagement whatfoever, that then, in each and every of the faid 
“ cafes, it fliall be lawful for the Company or their reprefentatives, 
“ upon convidlion* thereof, to. fufpend or wholly difmifs the faid A. B„ 
“ from the Company's fervice, the faid A. B. having firft had notice 
“ given him of filch his offence, and a reafonable time allowed him to 
** make his defence. And it is farther covenanted and agreed, that in. 
“ cafe of fuch difmiffion, or in cafe the faid A. B. fhall choofe, diu’rng 
* e the continuance of bis indentures, to quit or refign the Company’s- 
fervice, and fuch refignation fhall be accepted and agreed to by the 
“ Company or their reprefentatives,. that, in either of the. faid cafes of’ 

**' difmifliom 
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“ difmiffion or refignaticn, it'{hall not be lawful for the faid A. B. to 
“ enter into any new commercial concerns ; but neverthelefs he* the 
“ laid A. B. fhall in either of the faid cafes have liberty and authority 
to fell his merchandize and effects on hand, and to col left in his out- 
“ Handing debts. And the faid A. B. is alfo made to engage, that he 
" fhall and will, within one year after fuch difmidion or refignation, 
“ tranfport himfelf and family to Great Britain in one of tlie Company’s 
“ Blips: and in cafe the faid A- B. fhall make default in this laff-meh- 
“ tioned covenant, the faid A. B. doth alfo thereby confent and agree, 
“ that immediately after fuch default, it pall be lawful for the faid 
“ Company, or their reprefentatives, to caufe the faid A. B. to be apprc- 
ts bended and detained, and to put him and his family on board any of the 
“ Company spips, for the purpofe of being tranfported to Great Britain. 
<c And further, in cafe of fuch apprehending, putting on board and 
(< tranfporting the faid A. B. and his family in manner aforefaid, the 
“ faid A. B. doth covenant, promife, and agree to, and with the faid 
Company, that he, the faid A. B. his executors or adminifixators, 
(i pall not, nor will fue or profecute the faid Company or their Court of 
il Directors, or any of their Prefidents or Councils, Commanders or Officers 
of any fuch pip, or any other perfon employed in any of the matters 
t( aforefaid, in or by any adtion, fuit, or other profecution civil or cri- 
“ min# for the fame; and in cafe any fuch aflion, fuit, or profecu- 
“ tion dial! be commenced for any of die matters aforefaid, the laid 
“ A. B. doth covenant and agree, that the general ijfue may be pleaded, 
“ and that the prefent indenture or any other fpecial matter mar be given 
“ in evidence by any of the defendants. And it is further "and laftly 
“ provided and agreed, that if tile laid A. B. fhall continue in the faid 
“ Company’s fervice after the expiration of the faid term of 
“ years, fuch continuance fhall be upon the fame terms as are in the 
** faid indenture before made and agreed upon.” 

The claufes added to the Free Merchant’s new indentures are the 
fame as above, with refpedt to the power given the Company to leize 
and tranfport him to England, and his agreeing not to profecute, fave 
and except, that in the Free Merchant’s indentures it is fimply Hipu- 
lated, as before, that whenever the Company or their Prefident and 
Council fhall fee caufe for the Free Merchant to leave India, they fhall 
have the faid power as above, of fending him and his family to" Great 
Britain, after giving him twelve months notice. 

Exclufive of the before-mentioned indentures or covenants which the 
Company's civil fervants engage in, there is another, reft ridding the re¬ 
ceipt 
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ceipt of prefents in money, jewels, land?, or other wile, in compliance with 
a refolution of a General Court of Proprietors, for which we beg leave to 
refer the reader to No. XXXV. in the Appendix, page 128. 

Gentlemen in the military fervice of the Company have, till the prefent 
jjew-faihioned indentures were fettled, been ufed to go out without figning 
any covenants or agreements, as upon arrival in India they become liable 
to the law martial, agreeably to the adt of the 27th of George II. and 
the articles of war eftablifhed in confequence thereof; fince when they 
alfo are obliged to enter into covenants. The poor men who go out as 
common foldiers have not yet been deemed of confequence furaejent to 
require covenants; for being generally perfons from whofe friends the 
Company have little to fear, they are treated with lefs ceremony, and 
even in this metropolis, to the great fhame of the nation, have been, 
in a moft infamous manner fometimes forced to go to India whether 
they would or not. 

The new indentures drawn up for the Military Gentlemen in the 
laid fervice fas may be feen at large in our Appendix, No. XXXVI. 
page 130) refpedt chiefly the receipt of prefents, and the Company’s power 
of fending them home to Great Britain. In cafe any military gentleman 
{ball be difmiffed the fervice, by fentence of a Court-martial or by a refo¬ 
lution of the Governor and Council of the fettlement where he ferves, or 
if he fhall other wife legally quit the faid Company’s fervice, in any or 
either of the laid cafes, it is agreed to be lawful for the Company, upon 
ten days notice, after the expiration of fix months from fuch difmiffion or re- 
fignation, to apprehend, detain, and by force tranfport him to Great Bri¬ 
tain, for which it fhall not be lawful for fuch military gentleman or his 
heirs to fue or prefeeute ; as is agreed in the before-mentioned cafes of the 
Civil Servants, Free Merchants, and Free Mariners. 

It may be remarked, that in the indentures of Writers there are many 
obligations to which they are properly enough bound, and among 
others the following; <£ To refill thofe who do ill, to do none themfeives, 
“ and to inform the Directors of the evil done by others.” Had the 
la ft of thele duties been ferioufly encouraged and attended to for the ge¬ 
neral advantage, by the late and prefent Direilors, without buffering 
thofe party-con n e£h on s which have of late did rafted the Company's 
affairs, to fupprefs thofe afls of their truft which muft have been natu- 

* This alludes to the well-known praSice, which feems to have been imported from In- 
dia* of keeping lock-up houfes for recruiting the forces of the Company; where their mi fera- 
ble fellow-fubjedts were kept clofe confined, without communication with their friends* till 
the Company's fhips were ready r when they were feeretly conveyed on board* 

1 ] ra % 


CONSIDERATIONS 


134 

protcfrion as are worth no wife and good man’s foliating,, as from tiie 
prefent unfortunate condition of mofl of thofe now in India, and parti¬ 
cularly in Bengal, is evident; and will become daily more apparent, 
till the happy eftablifhment of more faiutary regulations fhall take place, 
for the fafety of thofe pofleffions, and to the honour and advantage of 
this kingdom. 

It is likewife to be obferved, that when the licenfed emigrants . want 
to remit their fortunes to England, they muff inveft their effects in the 
manner only which the covenants prefcribe, which is by remittances in 
diamonds or diamond-boavt, or by bills 'of exchange upon the Com¬ 
pany; both of which are fometimes impoffible, the Governor of Cal¬ 
cutta eng raffing the diamonds, and even the. Directors fometimes having 
forbid their Governors and Councils to take money into their treafory 
for bills on them in Europe. 

If therefore the covenants here defcribed be legal, it is evident, that 
every Britifh fubjedt now emigrating to India is legally expofed to una¬ 
voidable ruin, at the option of the Directors or their lubffitutes, and 
actually-binds himfelf to what is little lefs than downright flavery; for, 
considering the whole tenor of thele covenants, the candidate for Afia 
does in fadt agree with the Company, that whenever it is convenient to 
them, they fhall have the privilege of robbing * or depriving him of his 
property, imprifening him, taking him from his family, and banifhing 
him from one fide of the globe to the other; to all which he will quietly 
fubmit, and neither he nor his heirs fhall ever profecate the Company , 
or their agents, for any lofs or damages consequent of fuch tranfadtions! 
But however conformable this may be to the prefent laws of England, 
with refpedt to perfons of age; furely with regard to the Writers and 
Cadets, at the age of fix teen years, it may be juftly faid, that the Di¬ 
rectors themfelves are guilty of feducing minors, or of impofmg upon 
them fuch agreements to laws of their own making as are calculated, at 
a future period, to deprive thofe young perfons of all benefit and pro- 
tediion from the very laws of their country. Think, Britons, who 
complain of the rapacities of India, what can be expedted from thofe 
who are trained up from youth to have no confcience of their own ! or 
what muft prove the confequences to countries that are without reftric- 
iive or protecting laws, and that alike without mercy or forbearance 
are governed and plundered ! 

* Whatever diftinfiions fome men may affeft to make, every honeft man will find it dif¬ 
ficult, as to the confluences of the ait, to diftinguifh between the thief who fieals his pro¬ 
perty from him, and the ruffian who, in fuch a fuuation, forces him from his property. 
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CHAP. XI. 

On the affumed Right of the East India COMPANY to seize 
their Fellow Subjects in INDIA, and fend them by force Pri- 
foners to ENGLAND ; on their abufes of Power in fo doing, and on 
the evil effects thereof. 

T HE abfolute prohibitions of Britifh fubje&s from going to India, 
except with licence of the Eaft India Company, now fubfi fting, 
and even the arbitrary reftridtions and treatment to which thofe are fob- 
jedted who obtain fuch licence, are no lefs contrary to the fpirit and nature 
of the Englifh conftitution, than they are violations of the natural and 
focial rights of mankind. 

The exclufive right of trade to and from India, if legally to be given 
to any body of merchants, was all that could be granted with any colour 
of juftice, even on the appearance of its being exercifed to great national 
utility. But that a fovereign of this kingdom can by any charter, however 
confirmed, transfer a power to one part of his fubjedts to imprifon, banifli 
and ruin another at their pleafure, either for convenience or from wanton 
malice or revenge, muft be as repugnant to the juftice and conftitution as it 
is contrary to the interefts of this country. 

For the right information of the public on fuch interefting matters, 
we will here produce certain cafes thereon, which the Eaft India Direc¬ 
tors have at different times, for their own information, laid before 
learned Counfel j with the opinions that were returned them by the Ho¬ 
nourable William Murray, now Lord Mansfield, the Honourable 
Charles Yorke, late Attorney General, John Browning and Charles Sayfcr 
Efquires. 

Case the Firji . 

9 anjj 10 wiiiiam, cap. 44. t< Reference being had to the adts of parliament 
7 dittc^ - - zi. cited in the margin, The East India Company de- 
% ceotseii.' it ^ re to be advifedj 

Qu-estion. “ Whether they have any, and 
what powder, over the fobjedls of England in general, 
or over their own fervants in particular, both or either 

of 
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of them refiding in the Eaft Indies ? Whether the 
Company can order fuch perfons to leave India and 
return to Great Britain ; and, in cafe of refufal, 
can the Company forcibly put fuch perfons on board 
their fhips, and bring them to Europe ? And, Whe¬ 
ther the Company can any wife, and how, prohibit 
any Englifh fubjeil refiding in India from trading 
within the Company’s limits without their licence ? 
And in cafe any fuch perfons fhould trade in India 
without fuch licence, have the Company any, and 
what remedy to prevent the fame, or to punifh them 
for fo doing ; and in what manner can they do fo, 
and can they withdraw the licence of trading which 
they have already granted to any of their own fer- 
vants or others ? And in cafe any fuch perfons fhould 
trade, after fuch licence is withdrawn, are they liable 
to any and what penalty, or can the Company order 
them to Europe ?” 

Answer by Mr. Murray. ,{ The Company may 
feize any Britifh fubjefts who trade, or are found 
within the Company’s limits in India, without autho¬ 
rity from the Company; and bring them over to Eng¬ 
land to be profecuted. The power the Company has 
over their own fervants feems, to me, not fo much to 
depend upon the a£ts referred to, as upon the charters 
and bye-laws of the Company. If the licences are 
granted during the pleafure of the Company, or dur¬ 
ing the perfon’s continuance in their fervice, I think 
they may be withdrawn, and afterwards the perfon 
will be liable to all the penalties for trading without a 
licence, and may be feized and brought over ; but if 
the licences are for a time certain, or indefinite, and 
underflood to be as long as the perfon licenfed has a,, 
mind to trade, I do not fee how the Company can 
withdraw them. 

(Signed) WILLIAM MURRAY.’’ 
31ft January 1756.. 
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Case the Second. 

t( And we do by thefe prefents, for us, our heirs 

and fucceffors, ftriftly charge, command, and pro- 
** hibit all the fubjefts of us, our heirs and fucceffors, 
** of what degree or quality foever they be, that none 
“ of them, direftly or indirectly, vifit, haunt, fre- 
“ quent, or trade, traffic, or adventure into or from 
t( any of the faid Eaft Indies, or other the parts afore- 
tc faid, contrary to the true meaning of the faid a<5t, 
■** under .the penalties therein contained, and upon 
“ pain of incurring our higheft difpleafure, excepting 
4i the faid Company and fuch others as may lawfully 
“ go and trade to the Baft Indies and other the parts 
** aforefaid by virtue of the faid aft, or of our royal 
“ charter or charters purfuant thereunto, and excepting 
“ their faftors, agents, and fervants refpeftively, who 
“ fhall be employed according to the true meaning of 
(t the faid aft ” 

Perfons repairing to die Eaft Indies contrary to law 
are punifhable: and 

The Company may arreft fuch perfons and fend 
them to England. 

If any of his Majefty’s fubjefts dial] repair to the 
Eaft Indies contrary to law, the Attorney General, or 
Company may file informations in any of the Courts at 
Weftminfter againft the offenders ; and 

Every fubjeft who fhall go to the Eaft Indies con¬ 
trary to law, fiiall be deemed to have traded there. 

If any of his Majefty’s fubjefts (other than fuch as 
are lawfully authorized) fhall go to or be found in the 
Eaft Indies, the perfons fo offending are declared to 
be guilty of a high crime and mifdemeanor, and may 
be profecuted in any of the Courts at Weftminfter; 
and, being convifted, fhall be liable to fuch corporal 
punifhment, imprifonment, or fine, as the Court fhall 
think fit. And 

Perfons fo offending may be feized and brought to 
England : and any Juft ice may commit them to the 
county-gaol, till fecurity be given to appear in fuch 
Court where a profecution fhall be commenced, and 

not 
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not to depart the kingdom without leave of fuch 
Court, 

sth jnu; 36 Geo. 11. His Majefty, upon the furrender of a charter of the 
13th Geo. I, granted to the Eaft India Company cer¬ 
tain courts of juftice, called the Mayor's Court, at their fettlements of 
Fort St. George, Bombay, and Fort William at Calcut;a, in Bengal, for 
hearing and determining all civil adions and pleas arifing within their 
feveral jurifdidiuns. 

It happens that feveral perfons, privately and without any licence from 
the Company, have from time to time gone from England to the Eaft 
Indies, and have fixed them (elves at fome of the Company’s fettlements, 
and carry on confiderable trade in the Eaft Indies for their own private 
advantage. 

This the Company has connived at, and permitted fuch perfons to re¬ 
main in the Eaft Indies, fo long as they did not interfere with the Com¬ 
pany’s trade or affairs. But when they have aSled to the Company's prejudice , 
the Company have given dir eft ions to the Governors at their feveral fettlements 
to fend fuch perfons to England. 

The Governors make a difficulty in executing of fuch orders, under 
apprehenfions they may, at their own return to England, be liable to 
adions for damages at the fuit of fuch perfons; and that, in feme cafes, 
it is not in their power to comply with the Company’s orders: and they 
give the following in fiances; viz. 

A perfon is ordered by the Company to be lent to England. This per- 
fon is a great trader in the Eafi Indies; is confiderably indebted to feveral 
perfons at the fettlement where he happens to be refident, and has alfo 
confiderable efteds in the hands of his correfpondents in different parts of 
India. 

By fuch perfon’s being fent to England, in confequence of the Com¬ 
pany’s orders, his efteds are embezzled, or fold greatly under value, his 
creditors in India lofe their debts, and his efteds in the hands of his cor- 
refpondents are in a great meafure loft, and the perfon himfelf ruined. 
And yet, if ahy of thofe reaions prevail, all the ads of parliament made 
to prevent fubjeds going to, or refiding in India without the Company’s 

licence, are rendered ineffeduah 

* 

Question. Whether, notwithftanding thefe objections, the 
Company may fafely order perfons to be fent to England, who have 
repaired to and refided in India without their licence; and will the 
Company’s Governors or Agents in India, by obeying fuch orders, be 
liable to an adion at the fuit of the perfon fent home, if fuch perfon 
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fhould make it appear he has thereby iu Rained great damage in his 
fortune ?” 

Answer by Mr. Vorke. “ I am of opinion, that if a perfon has re- 
fided for a confiderable time in the Company’s fettlements, traded 
openly, been converfant with their governors, officers and agents, 
and amenable to their courts, fuch perfon will be confidered as having 
had a licence in fubltance, though not in form, by rcafon of the notice 
which the Company mult be prefumed to have of his refidence, and 
their acquiefcing without objection. That accjuielcence would oe fui- 
ficient to excuie him from the penalties of the adts of parliament. It 
feema fcarce advifeable to exercile the authority of fending home per¬ 
sons who have gone to India without licence, unleis it be recently alter 
their arrival.” 

Answer by Mr. Browning . « Though the Company have an un¬ 

doubted right of arrefting any of his Majefty’s fubjects who fhall repair 
to India without their licence, I apprehend this power ought to be exer- 
cifed recently upon fuch perfon’s arriving in India, or trading there; 
and that the Company’s connivance at any fuch perfon’s reliding in 
their fettlements in India, and trading there for any confiderable _ time, 
will be confidered as a tacit or implied licence fo to do; and the feizing 
of any perfon who has been thus permitted to refide and trade in India 
for any confiderable time, by which he mult neceilarily have contracted 
debts in trade, and have effects in the hands of, or demands upon other 
traders there, would have the appearance of great liardlhip, and, as I 
apprehend, would fubjedt the perfon who Ihould feize him to actions, 
and raife no fmal] clamour againlt the Company.” 

Case the ‘Third. 

i< a perfon is ordered to be fent to England who owes money to 
feveral perfons at the fettlernent where he is refident, and perhaps is 
unwilling to return. His creditor, either of his own accord or by con¬ 
trivance "with fuch perfon, enters an adtion in the Mayor’s Court for 
the recovery of his debt, and makes an affidavit, that iuch pel foil was 
going to England : upon this an arreft-warra.pt ifiues from the Ma yor s 
Court, and the perfon is apprehended, and either held to bail or 
committed to pril'on for want of bail.” 

Question. « What power have the Company in fuch cafe over the 

perfon fo arretted and held to bail, or committed to prifon, the Com- 
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pany’s Governor and Council having no power or controul over the 
proceedings of the Mayor’s Court, and what is to be done in fuch 
cafe ? 

Answer by Mr. Torke. « Till the fuit inflit uted is at an end, I 
think it would not be prudent for the Company to interpofe. If it 
appeared to be fictitious and colourable,. contrived only on purpofe to 
detain the party in India* I am of opinion, that the Company might 
have redrefs in their own courts , upon applying and making the truth 
appear by their proper officer.” 

Answer by Mr. Browning. <c The taking a perfon under the cir- 
cumftances above-mentioned out of the hands of a^court of juftice would, 
in my opinion, be ftill more improper and unjuftifiable,” 

Case the Fourth'. 

« All perfons in the Company’s fervice in India are lent to, and con¬ 
tinue and trade there by the Company’s licence and permiffion, and 
are under particular covenants with the Company, according to their 
fe veral stations. 

Betides the Company’s covenanted fervants, there are feverai perfons, 
who from time to time apply to and obtain the Company’s leave and 
permiffion to go and refide in the Eafl-Indies, for the benefit of carry¬ 
ing on of trade in thofe parts ; and thefe perfons are not at all in the 
Company’s fervice, but are called Free Merchants. 

Upon this occafion, certain covenants are entered into between fuch. 
Free Merchant and the Company, containing the place he (hall refids 
at,, and the merchandize he fhall trade in, or rather what commodities - 
he fhall not trade in ; be fades a variety of regulations for his conduct 
and behaviour. And, among, other things, every fuch Free Merchant 

covenants, . 

«« That whenever the faid United Company, or their Court of Di¬ 
rectors, fhall apprehend the faid A. B. his refide nee or trade in the faid 
Eafl-Indies, or elfewhere within the limits aforefaid, inconvenient to 
them, and fir all thereupon order him the faid A. B. to remove, to 
Great Britain, he the faid A. B. will, within one year after notice,- 
tranfport Irimfelf, his family and effeds to Great Britain,, in the 
finps employed by the.Court of Directors aforefaid, anu no othcis, 
which elfeCts fhall be returned in diamonds or diamond-boart, or fuch: 
other commodities as fhall from time to time be licenfed or allowed by 
the faid Court of Directors, and not-otherwifef’ 
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« It is doubted whether any of the Company’s covenant-fervants and 
free merchants, under any of the adts of parliament before dated, are 
liable to be apprehended and fent to England by any orders from the 
Court of Directors, they being all of them Iicenfed and permitted to go 
to and re fide in the Eaft Indies. 

Question. “ Whether the Company's fervants and free merchants 
can be ordered to be fent to England j and, if they fhould refufe to 
obey fitch orders. Whether the Company can any wife, and how com¬ 
pel \hem to return; and will fuch perfons incur any and what penalties 
for continuing in India, after notice of fuch orders for their return to 
England ? 

Answer by Mr. Torke. « As to the Company’s fervants and free 
merchants, they are clearly not within the words or intention of the aft; 
being all properly Iicenfed. The only remedy againft them, if they 
difobey orders, will be for damages on breach of their covenants. 

9th November, 1757. CHARLES YORKE. 

Answer by Mr. Browning. “ I apprehend the Company's fervants 
or free merchants who go to India with licence, cannot be forcibly fent 
to England; but if after they are difmiffed from the Company's fervice, 
(if fervants) and forbid to trade in India any longer, they fhall con¬ 
tinue to trade, otherwife than by getting in their effects, I think they 
will fubjeft themfelves to the forfeitures infUSed on unlawful traders by 
the ftatute 9th Wm. Illd. 

9th November, 1757. JOHN BROWNING. 

Case the Fifth. 

« The Governor and Council at Bengal having, in their letters to^ 
England, expreffed their doubts with refped to the powers they have of 
fending to England, perfons'who mifbehave themfelves, efpecially mili¬ 
tary officers, who till very lately figned no contract or agreement with 
the Company, the Court of Directors think it highly euential foi t e 
intereft of the Company to have thefe matters afeertained, and to obtain 

farther parliamentary powers, if neceffary. 

Mr. S ayer therefore will be pleafed to perufe the papers and former 
opinions of Council herewith laid before him, and to give his opinion 

touching the powers which the Court of Directors, or the Company s 
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prefidencies abroad have over the feveral orders of people redding in 
the Eaft Indies, witn relpebt to the ordering and fending them home, 
in cafe of mifbehaviour or difmiffion from the Company’s fervice, or 
their own voluntary refignations, viz. civil fervants, military officers, 
free merchants, feafaring people and their families, and any other per- 
fons redding in India, with or without the Company’s licence. And 
Mr. Sayer will alfo be pleafed to condder the powers of the Company 
here, or their preddencies abroad, with refpefl to their taxing, or af- 
feffing the inhabitants for the neceffary fupport and charges of govern¬ 
ment; and upon the whole. 

Question. The Court of Directors defire Mr. Sayer’s opinion 
as to what meafures it will be proper for them to take, and what or¬ 
ders to give, in the feveral matters abovementioned, to their feveral 
prefidencies ? 

Answer. <{ I don’t find in the agreements entered into between the 
Company and their civil fervants, military officers, and feafaring per- 
fons any covenants on the part of fuch perfons, which oblige them to 
leave India and return home, though ordered by the Company fo to 
do (be their continuance ever jfo dangerous to the Company’s affairs) ex¬ 
cepting their agreements with the free merchant, who covenants, that 
upon being ordered by the Company to leave India , he will, within a 
year after fuch notice, tranfport himfelf, family and effebls to Great 
Britain. Had fuch a covenant been entered into by the civil, military, 
or feafaring perfons, and they had refufed to return to England after 
proper notice had been given them fo to do, I fhould have had but little 
fcruple in advifing the Company to bring them home forcibly, though 
they are not ftri&ly within the defcription of thofe offenders who may 
lawfully be brought from India by force. But it is fo fully within the 
intention of the many ails of parliament for fecuring an exclufive trade to 
the Company, that no Britifh fubjedt fhall be in .India, without the Com¬ 
pany’s con fen t, that I think, a perfon brought from thence by force, 
who had covenanted to leave India upon notice and refufed fo to do, 
would, upon an action brought for fuch force, recover damages too 
trivialfor the Company to regard. 

As the Company’s ftipulations with their civil and military fervants 
are fo very defective, application fhould be made to parliament for a 
claufe to be inferted in an adt, that all their civil fervants, or military 
officers, who have been difinified from, or left the Company’s fervice, 
and all thofe whofe agreements with the Company for refidence in 
I India 
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India are expired and at an end, and ffiall refufe to leave India, in order 
to return to Great Britain, after three months notice given to fuch who 
are military officers and fea-faring perfons, and twelve month’s notice to 
fuch who are civil fervants, and free merchants, ffiall be fubjedt and 
liable to all the penalties and forfeitures contained in the feveral adts of 
parliament for fecuring the exclu/ive trade to the Company, againft 
Britiffi fubjedls, who trade, or are found within the Company's limits in 
India, without their licence or authority j fuch a claufe, in my opinion, 
may be eqfily obtained from parliament , almoft without debate, as the pe¬ 
nalties have already been approved of by parliament, and the perfons 
wanted to be included therein being fully within the defeription of 
trading, or being found in India without the Company’s licence. 

12th Oft. 1767. CHARLES SAYER.” 

Such were the opinions of the great lawyers to whom the Eaft India, 
Company applied, upon the right in quell ion : and the learned gentle¬ 
man whofe opinion is laft, not only feems to encourage his clients to 
the praaice of imprifoning and tranfporting, becaufe the damages 
that would in certain cafes be recovered by the injured, would be too 
trivial to be minded, but alfo feems to have thought, that the Company 
would readily obtain any powers for pradifing this fpecics of tyranny, 
by only affiing them of parliament. Encouraged therefore by this opi¬ 
nion, and alfo inftigated by the private motives mentioned in our laft 
chapter, the Court of Dire dors, by their Chairman, then a member of 
the houfe, in March 1770, attempted in parliament to obtain the paf- 
fing of the bill already mentioned, which under the fpecious title of a 

Bill for compelling perfons difmiffed the fervice of the Eaft India Com- 
■** pany, to depart from the Eaft Indies, and for better regulating the 
“ fervants of the faid Company,” was artfully contrived to extend the 
powers of the Company by the formal fandion of the prefent parliament: 
for this bill, in its original form, did not alone relpeft perfons diitniffied 
the fervice, as would appear from the title, but extended indiferiminately 
to all Britiffi fubjeds, who were thereby to have been made liable to be 
fent from India to England by force* at the option of the Company, or 
their Governors and Councils j if feafaring or military officers, upon 
only fix, and if Company’s fervants, or free merchants, upon twelve 
months notice. 
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A public fpirited gentleman * who, having for many years refided in 
pen gal, as a free merchant and in the Company’s military fervice, was 
well acquainted with the evils confequent of the too great powers al- 
jeady cxercifed by the Company, and who might himlelf all'o he ma¬ 
terially affected by the intended bill, prefen ted a petition to the Ho¬ 
nourable Houfe of Commons, rep refen ting that fuch part of the bill in 
queflion as refpedted the authorizing of the Company to fend to Eng¬ 
land any of Ids Majefty’s fubjedts from the Britifh fettlements in the 
Had Indies without 'their own confent, or other wife than by due courfe 
of Jaw, was, as he humbly conceived, contrary to juftice and the funda¬ 
mental principles of the conftitution : and praying to be heard at the 
bar of the houfe, by himfelf or his counfel, againft fuch part of the 
faid bill. 

■Counfel was accordingly retained, and prepared to be heard before 
the houfe, and the following reafons againft the exceptionable parts of 
the bill were printed off, and diftributed among the members of parlia¬ 
ment, viz. 

lft. “ Becaufe by this bill the Company will be impowered to inflidt, 
upon Britifh fubjedts, the moft fevere of all punifhments, except death, 
viz. imprifonment, banifhment, and total deprivation of property,. not 
only without any legal procefs, but even without accufation of any crime; 
a power which is conceived to be inequitable and oppreffive in the higheft 
degree, and fuch as is feldom exercifed even under the moft abfolute and 
arbitrary governments in the world. 

2,dly. Becaufe, under colour of this power, the Governor and Council 
of any fettlement in India, upon the moft capricious and caufelefs diflike 
taken againft any Britifh fubjedt there, or on a rivalfhip in trade with 
any of the members of the Council, may fuddenly, and irretrievably 
.effedt his total ruin, though fuch perfon fhould never have been concerned 
in any trade, or other matters, that interfered with the real interefts of 
the Company, in any manner whatever. 

gdly. Becaufe there is not any juft pretence for granting any fuch 
injurious or unconflitutional power to the Company; they ha ving, by 
laws and inftitutions already eftablifhed and now in force, a fufheient 
remedy againft any encroachments upon the privileges of their charter to 
the injury of their interefts. 

4thly. Becaufe- if it is even pretended, that there are any mifde- 
meanaurs which the Company is not empowered to punifh, by any ftatute 

* The gentleman to whom the public are indebted for this commendable conduct was Archibald 
fair, E [quire. 
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now exilHng, which may render the refidence of any Britifh fubjeft in 
India dangerous, or prejudicial to their intereft, they may eafily be pre¬ 
vented by the covenants entered into with the Company,, or fpecifled by 
the Directors, and provided again ft by the wifdom of parliament, in 
a regular, legal and conftitntional manner, by fome judicial trial on the 
ipot, in order to intitle the Company to the exercife of fueh- powers. 

jthly. Becaufe Britifh fubje&s, going out and fettling in the Eaft 
Indies with the licence of the Company, carrying with them the. rights 
and privileges not only of men, but of the Britifh conftitution, which, 
it is apprehended, cannot be furrendered to any company of merchants, 
lo as to render their freedom and property dependent — not upon general 

principles of juftice and equity-not upon the known laws of their 

country—but upon the arbitrary and capricious will of fuch merchants 
or their fervants. 

6 th\y. Becaufe the granting fuch powers to the Company would be 
contrary not only to die general laws and conftitution of Great Britain, 
but repugnant to thole particular ftatutes, or adts of parliament now in 
force with regard to the Company j which leveral adds, refpedting the 
power of fending perfons to England, relate only to perfons going out 
to India without the licence of the Company; and the preambles of the 
faid.adts plainly (hewing it was the view of the legillature to give en¬ 
couragement for perfons to go out, and relide and fettle at the Com¬ 
pany's leveral fetdements. 

ythly. Becaufe the Mayor and Aldermen, or Judges of the King's. 
Court of Record, in which all matters of property are determined, called 
the Mayor j| Court, as well as the juries on all criminal matters at the 
quarterly courts of feliion of Oyer and Terminer, contiil: of tree mer¬ 
chants,- free mariners, and Company’s lervants; and if this bill fhould 
pals- into a law, all the members of the faid .courts and juries would be 
reduced to fo ablblute and lervile a dependance upon the Company, 
that the will of their Governors and Councils alone would influence or 
diredf their decifion, to the total fubverflon of all equity and juftice ; 
which, it is prefumed, cannot be intended by the legillature. 

Sthly. Becaufe this bill, if palled into a law, would operate as an aft- 
expofi faBoy refpedling thole who have already gone to India under the 
former powers which the Company poflefled ;. and alfo as to thofe who 
have become fettled inhabitants of the different prefidencies in India, 
and who may have launched largely into trade, and other branches of 
lawful and ufefttl occupations, under the aflfurance that the general pro¬ 
tection of Great Britain was fecured to them by the King’s courts, without 
their being liable to be fent out of the.country upon twelve months or fix 

months: 
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months notice ; notwithstanding they may have numerous Suits, claims, 
or demands, for themfelves or others, againft the Eaft India Company, 
or again it the very men who are left to be the foie judges when thofe 
arbitrary orders are to be put in execution; which muft ruin credit by 
destroying all fecurity, 

pthly. Beenufe this part of the bill is calculated merely to favour the 
oppreflive and felfiSh monopolies in the trade of the country, which 
have prevailed there of late years, to the great detriment of the true in¬ 
terest of the Eaft India Company as well as of the nation in general ; 
for the promoters of this bill are defied to fhew-afty one instance, where 
the refidence of a free merchant, free mariner, or Company’s fervant, 
in the Eaft India Company’s fetflements, can be of the leait detriment 
to the faid Company ; on the contrary, the principles upon which the 
different charters have been granted, and the adts of parliament con¬ 
firming them, invite European inhabitants from all parts of the globe; 
and this bill would leave foreigners under more favourable circum¬ 
stances than his MajeSty’s fubjedts, fince it is admitted, by adt 5 Geo. I, 
cap. zi. that fuch perfon'S, not fubjedts of his Majefty, cannot be re¬ 
moved from the Settlements, while they demean themfelves agreeably 
to the laws of the community, which is all that his MajeSty’s fubjedts 
are now contending for. 

iothly. Becaufe the motives upon which the adt of the 5th Geo. I. cap. 
Si. was paSTed, and alfo the motives upon which the act of the 7th of 
Geo. I. cap. si. was paSTed, and upon which motives the prefent bill 
ought to be regulated, are artfully fuppreSTed, and the reader is made to 
believe that tbefe laws are adlually enadted with a view to enable the 
Company to fend CritiSh fubjedts out of India who were only carrying on 
the trade from port to port, or place to place, in that country ; whereas 
the legislature never had any Such intention, which (as has been Said 
before) would have been contrary to the firit principles of the establish¬ 
ments. But the whole view of the legislature was to prevent British 
tubjedts from trading To and from the Eaft Indies, or adting under 
foreign com millions, as a recital of part of the faid adt will fufiiciendy 
Shew ■*, and a view of the whole adt will demonstrate. 

nthly. Becaufe the great numbers of his Majefty’s fubjedts in the 
Eaft Indies rather merit the attention of the legislature, to reftrain the 

tyranny 


* ff And it is al f o provided by the fame aft, and by fubfeque^t laws* that all the goods* wares, mer¬ 
chandizes, and commodities, to be laden upon any {hip or ihips bound from the Eaft Indies, or parts 
within the limits aforefaid* fhould be brought, without breaking bulk, to fome port of Great Bri¬ 
tain, and there be unladen, and pu; on land : notwilh(landsag which Juft and reafonable proviilons 
and reitriftions, feveral of his MaJ&y’t fubjefts, not entitled under the faid aft of parliament, have 

prefumed 
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tyranny and oppreilions which have been exercifed of late by the fupe- 
rior fervants of the Eaft India Company, in order to create monopo¬ 
lies, than to allow thole fervants any new extenfion of powers repug¬ 
nant to the conftitution, with a view to promote thofe deftruiftive 
meafures, whereby many thoufands of Britifh lubjedts mnfl be expo fed 
to ruin, and rendered iervileJy dependent upon the Governor and 
Council. 

12thly. Becaufe, by the Charter of Juftice of the 26 Geo. II. it is 
there recited, that the conduct heretofore purfued had very much encou¬ 
raged, not only our cum fubjeBs, but likewise the fubjedfs of other Princes, 
and the natives of the adjacent countries, to refort to and fettle in the 
feveral towns of Madrafs, Calcutta, and Bombay, and other forts and 
factories, for the better and more convenient carrying on of trade , by 

prefumed to trade into, and vifit the (aid Faff Indies, and other the places aforefaid, In foreign and 
other (hips, intending there to load goods, and bring them m:o Europe, and land them in foreign 
parts out of his Majelly’s dominions, to the great prejudice of the trade of this kingdom* and the di¬ 
minution of his culloms, and other duties. All which practices being confideredj his Royal 

f?ighnefs George Prince of Wales, then guardian of the realm of Great Britain, and his Majefty’s 
Lieu tenant within the fame, was pleafed, on the eighteenth day of Oftober. which was in the year 
of our Lord one thoufand feven hundred and fixtecn, to iffue forth a proclamation (among!! other 
things) llriftiy charging and commanding all his Majefty’s fubjefts not toferve on board any foreign* 
or other flaps, with foreign commiffions and colours, bound to or from the EaO; Indies, or any of the 
parts aforelaid; or direftSy or iudireftly to vifit, haunt* frequent, trade, traffic, pr ad venture into 
or from the faid Baft Indies, or other the parts before-mentionei, contrary to law, Euc notwith- 
landing the prohibitions contained in the faid afts of parliament and proclamation, and in defiance 
of the fame, feveral evil difpofed perfons have gone on to procure and obtain feveral foreign enmmif- 
fions aad psffes, and tinder colour thereof, or otherwife, haveftted one and manned feveral EngliJh, 
and other ffiips or 1 re&els t and have failed with, or fern out the fame, to trade and traffic in the Eaft 
Indies, or other the pans aforelaid. Now, to the intent that fuch collullve, fraudulent, and illegal 
trade and praftfees may be prevented, and that fo confiderable and beneficial a branch of trade may 
be fee u red to this kingdom, be it enabled and declared, by the King’s molt Excellent Majefty, by 
and with the advice and content of the Lords Spiritual and Temporal and Commons in parlia¬ 
ment affembled, and by the authority of the fame, that if any of his Majeiiy’s fubjefts fhall, 
from and after the twentieth day of February, in the year oF our Lord one thoufand feven hundred 
and eighteen, fail, go, or repair to, or be in the Eaft Indies, or parts afore-memioned, or any of 
them, contrary 10 the Jaws now in being, or contrary to the tenor of this aft, every fuch perfon or 
perfons fo offending (hall be liable to fuch punfhiraent as by any law or laws now in being may be 
Inflifted for fuch offence. 

And to the intent that fuch offender and offenders may be brought to juftke, it is hereby enafted, 
that it fhall and may be lawful, to and for the United Company of Merchants of England trading to 
the Baft Indies, and their fucceffors, to take, arrefl, and feize, or eaufe to be taken, arrefted, or 
feiaed, fuch per/bn or perfons, being a fubjeft or fubjefts of his Majeffy, his heirs or fucceffors, at 
any place or places, or where he or they ihall be found within the limits or places aforefaid* and the 
perfon or perfon fo taken, arreffed, and feized, to fend and remit to England, there to anfwer for 
the offence aforefaid according to due cotirfe of law. 

And it is hereby further enafted, by the authority aforefaid, that all and every perfon or perfons, 
who From and after the fifth day of February, one thoufand feven hundred and eighteen, Ihall pro¬ 
cure, folicit for, obtain, or aft under any commiffion, authority, or pafs from any foreign prince, 
ftate, or potentate whatsoever, to fail, or go, or trade In or to the Eaft Indies, or any the parts afore¬ 
faid, every fuch perfon or perfons fo offending herein fliail incur and forfeit for every fuch offence the 
fum of ivc hundred pounds.’* 
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which means feveral of the laid towns, factories, and places were be¬ 
come very populous, &c. See. Which fufficiemly ffiews, that the ac¬ 
quiring of inhabitants, and carrying on the trade of the country, were 
principal motives for the different eftablilhments. And whereas by the 
fa id charter, “ the Aldermen, or Judges of the Mayor’s Court, are to 
et continue in their refpedtive offices of Aldermen for and during the 
if term of their natural lives, unlefs their faid places lhail be voided, 
“ or themfelves removed, in fitch manner as is therein after mcn- 
ts honed,” Therefore, if this bill fhould pafs into a law, all thole wife 
and judicious inftitutions of our anceflors, to collect inhabitants, and 
to maintain the purity of the courts of juftice, would be defeated ; and 
thofe courts of juftice, when deprived of their independence, could 
only remain the engines of oppreffion." 

Every thing was thus prepared to bring this important matter to a 
full difeuffion before the Houfe of Commons ; in the courfe of which 
many of the enormities committed in India, in confequence of the Com¬ 
pany’s abufe of this unconflitutional power, of fudderily feizing, impri- 
foning and tranfporting their fellow-fubjedts, would naturally have be¬ 
come the objedt of confideration to the Houfe j but the promoters of the 
bill, confcious of the badnefs of their caufe, and dreading the confe- 
quences of fuch a difeuffion, took the more prudent part of agreeing to 
withdraw all the exceptionable claufes and amend their bill, which, 
after being purged by the committee to whom it was referred, at laft 
produced the adt of the ioth of his prefent Majefty, intituled, « An aft 
** for better regulating perfons employed in the fervice of the Eaft India 
“ Company, and for other purpofes therein mentioned,” in its prelent 
form, wherein there is not one word mentioned about the feizing perfons 
in India, and forcibly fending them to England. However by the ex¬ 
punging of thofe parts of the bill which were excepted to, refpedting the 
extenfion required of thofe pernicious powers, a difeuffion was evaded 
which might have led to the relieving of Britilh fubjedts from the diffi¬ 
culties under which they now labour from illegal imprifonments in 
.India; left as they are to lliift for themfelves in combating laws of am¬ 
biguous and contradictory natures again ft a powerful and opulent Com¬ 
pany, under this farther difad vantage, that damages, when obtained, 
will be t( too trivial for the Company to mind? and of courfe too trivial 
to prevent any wanton breach of the laws, or to prove an. adequate la- 
tisfadtion for injuries fo differed. 

Various have been the abufes pradtifed by the Eaft India Company 
and their lubftitutes in Bengal, in confequence of this pretended right 
ot feizing and forcibly fending fubjedts out of India, by fuch adts of 
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violence and outrage committed in the Britifh let dements, within the 
diftridts of the charter, as ought to kindle indignation in the hearts of 
every well-wither to this country and the human race, and diaw on 
thofe who have been guilty of them the utnioft vengeance o! the laws. 
As no general defcription can convey an idea of the cruelty of fuch adts 
of oppreffion and inhumanity equal to that which mull be conceived 
from the Ample recital of fads, we beg leave to refer the reader to the 
following cafes in the Appendix, viz. N°XXX. the Cafes of Benjamin 
Wilding and John Petrie, Efquires. page 81 ; N° XXXI. the Cafes of 
Mr. Vernon Duffield and Mr. Francis Rohertfon, page 97 ; N° XXXII. 
the Cafes of Mr. James Nicol and Mr. Thomas Davie, page 1 n ; and 
N° XXXIIL the Cafe of John Nevill Parker, Efquire, with Sir Fletcher 
Norton’s opinion thereon, page 121. In which cafes will be found 
inftances of every fpecies of abufe and perverfion of juflice; of illegal 
imprifonments, barbarous adts of violence and ruinous tranfportations j 
of lawyers, juffices and judges refilling, or evading the uifcharge of 
their refpedtive duties in the mold preffmg exigencies, and on the moil 
important matters; fuch as when Britifh fubjedfcs were befieged, or bar- 
ricadoed up in their own houfes, deprived of light, of food, and even 
obliged to live amidft their own excrement; cruelties that hitheito Hand 
perhaps unparalelled in the records of nations, on fuch pretences as 
were urged for them in India; and fuch as, according to the couftitu- 
tional laws and cuilonis of this country, no offences or crimes in the 
parties, if any fuch had been proved, could poffibly have authorized 

being pradtifed. _ 

After perufing the cafes referred to, and having attentively conudered 
the reafons publifhed again ft the be fore-mentioned bill, brought into 
parliament for a confirmation and extenfion of a power fo very dangeious 
and unconfritutional, the reader will be enabled to form a tolerable 
idea of the policy and purfuits of the Eaft India Company and thofe 
who have adted for them. Many other grievances that have been lately 
fufFered in India, equally oppreflive with thofe we have taken notice 
of, might be inftanced. They are however all comprehended in thele 
two effential points, the Iofs of liberty and the lofs of property; and 
the cafes already adduced will be fufficient to convince every juft man, 
that it can never be fafe in any community to leave rulers, un reft rained 
by determinate laws, to adt as their own conveniencies or inclinations 
may diredt. The wifdom of the legillature has guarded^ the lubjedt 
againft this kind of power in every part of the Britifh dominions, except 
the Eaft Indies, 

[ S 2 ] The 
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The effedls in India of Hidden tranfportation, with refpetft to the de- 
ftroying of credit and all private fecurity, muft appear evident, and in¬ 
deed have been feverely felt by the generality of Britifh fubjefts lince 
tiiofe tyrannies have been praftifed in- Bengal ; for it is well known, 
that any young writer in the Company’s fervice will now find it more 
difficult to borrow five hundred rupees from- a Black, merchant, than, 
fix years ago he would have Jive thoufand. 

When perfons quit India, it has been ufual for them to leave a con¬ 
siderable part of their property behifhd them. But while fuch is the 
practice, or the aflumed power of the Company, or their Governor and 
and Council, in whofe hands can any manyruft his property, where 
every one is in the fame predicament, of being liable to be fent away, 
whenever the doing it may appear convenient either to the Company 
or their Governor and Council, who make tbemfelves abfolute arbiters 
of the expediency, of fuch ads ? Or who will buy either houfes> goods,, 
or fhips, of obnoxious- or perfecuted people, who muft of neceffity fell 
them in su frlort time, efpecially when it may eafily, and moft probably 
will be hinted, to them; that if they do fo, they themfelves fhali foom 
follow ? But on fuch an event,, what muft become of the eftates of 
widows and orphans left in the truftof fuch obnoxious perfons, as adrni- 
niftrators-or executors, by their deceafed hufbands or parents ? and what 
muft become of the debts due to exiles, or of the luits at law in which 
they may be engaged, either for themfelves or others ? Thefc, it muft be 
fuppofed, or the greater part of them,., will be inevitably loft; for who 
would be in a hurry to pay or fettle accounts with fuch devoted people, 
when their not doing it would infure them favour; and where the very 
Aldermen of the Mayor’s- Court,, the creatures, nay perhaps- the deter¬ 
mined tools of a Governor and Council, are the only perfons to compel pay¬ 
ment, efpecially when it is known fuch perfons have only a.few months to 
remain in India?. Many mercantile adventures, in which, merchants efta- 
blifhed in India are often engaged,, cannot be concluded within the fpace 
of two years,, as is well known to thofe who have refided'and traded there. 
Should fuch traders be fent fuddenly away, whowould.there.be to liquidate 
matters properly on the returns of veftels ? In. any or all of thefe cafes, 
the Governor himfelf,. or lieand fomeof his chief counfellors, might 
become the purchafers of all the houfes, fhips,, goods, or merchandize 
in the fetdement; which would be no finall firoke in trade, and of a; 
piece with many. Mn-ftrokes as- have been often-known.to be.y/ratvfc. suc¬ 
cessfully under arbitrary or defpotic governments. 

We know the aflumed powers given by royal patents have been often! 
pronounced illegal, and of courfe invalid, by the courts in Weftminfter 
liallfo like wife the. excluilve right of trade, from the Cape of Good 

Hope.' 
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Hope eaft ward to the Streights of Magellan, as granted by King William 
to the India Company, and approved by Parliament, was almoft im¬ 
mediately fet at nought by a felf-erected, unchartered company of ad¬ 
venturers, who traded direftly to India, in defiance of the king, mi- 
niftry and parliament, after an hundretf and feven thoufand pounds 
had been expended to obtain and fecure, as was imagined, that exclu- 
five privilege. Nay, that very government-defying company, for the 
lake of a public loan, obtained, fome years afterwards, an adt of par¬ 
liament to authorize the fame King William to grant them alfo a charter 
for trading to the Eaft Indies $ which was accordingly done, though the: 
former exclufive charter continued apparently in force, for the pof- 
fefiors of it were Rill profecuting their trade. The two companies 
were afterwards united, by an adt of the 6th of Queen Anne; when 
they had jointly the exclufive right of trade given them, as ufual, from 
the Cape of Good Hope eaftward to the Streights of Magellan. 

It is true, that in the fixth year of the reign of Queen Anne, govern¬ 
ment had been exprefly empowered by parliament to grant a new char¬ 
ter to the two Eaft India Companies, with an exclufive right of trade 
to the extreme * extent already mentioned, in confideration of a loan 
which they were to fupply. But all the Eaft India Company’s claims 
of exclufive right of trade-to the moil fouthern parts of America, as 
well as to many other countries within their abfurd boundaries, to which, 
they never yet have traded, nor probably ever will, were effectually 
invalidated on the eftabliihment of the South Sea Company, three years- 

* By the traft, or line marked for exclufive commerce granted to the Fall India Company, from 
the Cape of Good Hope eaftwards to the Streights of Magellan * the countries included mull natu¬ 
rally have been fuppofed to be, the Coait of Africa, beyond the Cape ; thofe of the Red Sea; the 
Gulph of Ferfta; ail India, China, Japan, and round by the South Seas to thofe Streights ; or, in 
cither words, that the Cape of Good Hope and the Streights of Magellan were to be the two mari¬ 
time doors to India, which no Englifh trading fhips were, ever to pafs but thofe of tbe Company, 
under the penalties of feizure of perfons, con fife a cion, and other lev ere damages. 

But in the ninth year of the fame reign (1710) the mimftry having near ten millions of incrcafed 
national debts, which they found themielves necefikated to fund, an expedient for that purpofe, 
they obtained power from the parliament to eftablifh the South Sea Company; with an exclufive 
right of trade from the river Oronoko, round Tierra del Fuego> or the land of Cape Horn, through 
the South Seas, to the northermnoit parts of America* They were however prohibited from trading 
to Brazil and Surinam, beaiuft the former belonged to the Formgueze, and the latter to the Dutch, 
who being then refpediively ihe good allies of this nation, trade with their American colonies was 
left open to allBrittfh fubjefb* But the Spanish ports, or any others within thofe extenfive bounda-r* 
Ties, were only to be traded to by. the South Sea Company, btcaufe England was at war with the. 
Sovereign then on the Spanifh throne; although the Company couid not at that time carry on any 
trade with thofe countries, 

Such were the baits ufed for catching gudgeons; who accordingly fubferibed heked^up-dehte toward* 
&TrGding-ftotk f for profecuting commerce where it could not be carried on; and which even with 
rhe aid of the Ajfitn'Q Cc^/ra#, after peace became ell ablifhed, was never farther pnrfued than Eft 
ffcfll that Stock into.u Bubble, which tea years afterwards burft into widely.fpreading ruins. 
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afterwards: as by the exclufive rights of trade given to the latter, the 
Eaft India Company was precluded the navigation of the South Seas > 
the prefcriptive line of their exclufive right being then turned the other 
way from the Cape of Good Hope, through feas without land. Nor 
indeed could the Eaft India Company's thips go either way from that 
Promontory to thofe Streights without breaking the boundary-lines lor 
exclufive navigation granted to the new-eredted Company. 

Mod, if not all the Charters which had been granted before that of 
the icth of King William, were to Companies of Merchants trading 
into India, That of the Second Company, then eft abb (bed by that Mo¬ 
narch, was a fhameful grant, becaufe his Firft Company was then exit¬ 
ing with a foie exclufive right, as far as he could grant it; and on the 
plea of a loan, for which he granted the Second, he might as well have 
granted twenty more; for had his firft exclufive charter beenconftitu- 
tional, the laws mu ft have given it a permanent force. However, his 
fecond charter was granted to a Company of Merchants trading to India , 
by way of evafive diftindlion. But in the charter of the 6th of Queen 
Anne, for uniting the two Companies, they were feparately mentioned, 
as the Merchants of London trading into the Eaji Indies, and theEng/ijh 
Company trading to the Eaji Indies ; with exprefs refervation of the 
fovereign rights and power over all forts, places, plantations, and let- 
tlements, in which the laws of England were to prevail; and with a 
regulated coinage. By this charter was given to this United Company 
the exclufive right of trade to and from the Eaft Indies ; and when their 
exclufive right was further prolonged, they were thenceforward called 
Ihe United Company of Merchants of England trading to the Eaji Indies , 
but without the word in ; and therefore internal trade could not fairly be 
implied for India, any more than for England. It was not till the reign 
of George the Firft that fuch an extenfion of exclufive right was ex- 
prefied; when other fubjedts were, by a£ts of parliament, exprefly pro¬ 
hibited trade, traffic and adventure in, ft? and from the Eaft Indies ; and any 
perfon found in India, without the licence of the Company, was to be 
deemed a trader contrary to law. Perhaps the Company firft obtained the 
infertion of a comma that formed two words out of one, by artifice, and 
fo made the grant in the old idiom, of into and from , better lerve their 
purpofe by the new reading then firft given them, of in, to and from ; 
for the inferences natural to be drawn from a British grant of exclufive 
right to trade in India, particularly with refpedt to perfons who have gone 
out with the Company's licence, are too abfurd to admit even a fuppo- 
fition that the legiflature really meant it for all the interior parts of India j 
or even for all trade within the immediate jurifdiftion of the Company's 
ewn fettlements. 
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While the Eaft India Company continued entirely commercial, and 
had but a few acres of land affigned them, on which they were permit¬ 
ted to eilablifh fa&ories, only for the convenient carrying on of their 
import and export trade, which was all that, as merchants, they could 
have occafion for, the Indian Princes keeping to themfelves the regu¬ 
lating and managing of government and all internal traffic; in fuch a 
fituation of things, had an Englishman gone out in a foreign Ship, to 
a foreign fettlement in India, and from thence patted into the inland 
territories of any Prince of the country, there to carry on trade which 
did not interfere in any lhape with the dealings of the Company, or 
thofe of any of their European rivals; never intruding on the Com¬ 
pany's lands or fettlements, and without ever doing them any kind of 
injury whatfoever; but proceeding innocently and honeftly in the ac- 
quifition of a fortune, on the view of returning with it to his native 
country, it is fubmitted to the opinion of every able and upright lawyer. 
Whether fuch a man was really tranfgreffing the laws of his country ? 
Or if any agents of the Company fhould find means to get him into 
their hands. Whether they would have a conftitutional right to harrafs, 
confine, and forcibly fend him a prifoner to England ? Or whether by 
fo doing they ought not to be made anfwerable, by juft ice in England, 
alike for all injuries in fortune as well as perfonal lufferings that were fo 
occafioned by them ? 

The Company and their forvants in India, however, pretend they 
have a right fo to a 61 * It was on this fuppofition at leaft, that they' 
feized on the perfons of Mr. James Nicol and Mr. Thomas Davie in the 
dominions of Sujah al Dowlah; though on the fame principle they might 
as well purfue, as lawful prey, any Eritifh fubjecl who was only tra¬ 
velling for the fake of euriofity, or of fcience, even from the bottom 
of the Bay of Bengal to the borders of Ruffia, if they could extend their 
pernicious influence fo far; ftnee their limits are not bounded by any 
line northward. Neverthelefs, every man mull have the natural right 
of going where he pleafes, to ddpofe oi his own lawful property, and 
to extend his trade wherever he can gain admittance, efpecially as by 
the Englifh laws, particularly the- ftatute of the 19th or Henry the \ ilth, 
Englitti Merchants in any nation in amity are acknowledged to be lub- 
jeft to the laws of that country where they refide, and confequently 
ought to be under the protection of the laws of fuch countiies, in the 
fame manner as the fubje<fls of any other country, when reiident in 
Great Britain, mull be' fubjedt to and are prote£ed by the Britilh 

laws. , 

It may be alledged, on the part of the Company, that no free Mer¬ 
chant, Free Mariner, -or Company’s Servant can trade in India, but- 
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in confeuuence of a licence obtained from them for a certain time: 
and that a licence accepted for a limited time, implies a power in the 
gran ter to refufe a renewal of it for any farther time, under which 
known conditions every one goes out to fettle there; and therefore, 
after having fojicitcd and accepted the frit grant as a benefit, no per- 
foil can have reafon to complain, at the expiration of the time limited, 
if a feco-nd /hould be refufed him. 

To which it may be antwered, not difputing here what the conrtdtu- 
■tional rights of Englishmen formerly were, or now are, within or with¬ 
out the immediate fettlements of the Company, that there is always fup- 
pofed to be a mutual convenience, or advantage in all fuch engage¬ 
ments, and that honour fliould ever regulate either party in their con¬ 
duct. With refpedt to Free Mariners, or Free Merchants, that mutual 
convenience muft be fuppofed to laft fo long as new licences continue to 
be granted; and therefore, if the poffeffor of an expired one has not 
done any injury to the Company, or been guilty of any crime, not to 
fuffer his continuance in a ftation that had been hazardous and expen¬ 
dive for him to get into, is a mofl unjuft, arbitrary and wicked exer- 
cife of .power. Should it be faid, that the Free Merchant’s indentures 
ftipulate, that he fhall leave India whenever his flay there final! become 
inconvenient to the Company, it may be anfwered, that the fame in¬ 
denture, more in thefpiritof the conftitution, and agreeably to the true 
interefts of the Company, oblige him to remain in India for the fpace 
of five years; which does not at all imply that his time is out then, if 
he fhoule choofe to remain longer, and demean himfelf with obedience 
to all lawful orders and regulations preferibed by the Company. That 
claufe in the contract whereby the Company make him bargain with 
them, that they fhall have power to feize him and fend him by force a 
prifoner to England upon twelve months notice, whenever they deem 
his flay inconvenient only, is in its nature abfurd and ridiculous, as 
well as illegal; for it makes him bargain to give away his natural rights, 
which it is conceived a man can no more do by law, than he can bargain 
,away his life. 

But there is a diredfc unconftitutiona! ufe to be made of fuch power, 
which is, as .we have feen, that of employing it to punifh men for do¬ 
ing their duty even in courts of juftice. They may difoblige men in 
power by refuting to be pliant judges, if in the Mayor’s Court; or 
.pliant jurors, if impannelled as jurymen at the fefiions ; and may be 
therefore punifhed with ruin, in revenge for their honeft difeharge of 
the firft facial duty; which motives, as well as many others that might 
be inflanced, though they are fuch as only wicked men could be in¬ 
fluenced to avail themfelyes of, yet the power is fuch as ought not to 

2 be 


ON INDIA AFFAIRS. 145 

be entrufted even with the moft juft. Nor can it be other than impo¬ 
litic in, and injurious to the very Company, if they knew their own 
true interefls, for their fervants in India to be vefted with fuch powers: 
for the natives of Bengal, who fee that no fuch violences are ever 
committed in the French or Dutch fettlemenis there, mud naturally c n- 
tertain unfavourable notions of the Englifh government, at leaft on this 
point; and another natural confequence is, the forcing of Britifb lub- 
jetfts, for the probable fecurityof at leaft fome part of their fortunes, to 
feek that protection among foreigners which they find they cannot en¬ 
joy in the Britifti fettlements. 

Inftead, therefore, of difcouraging Britifti fubjeds from going to 
Britifti fettlements, or driving away fuch as are already fettled there, 
the Company ftiould, by all means in their power, encourage and pra¬ 
ted them in fuch refidence, as they would thereby accommodate a greater 
number of his Majefty’s fubjeds, to the augmentation of trade, parti¬ 
cularly in the fales of Britifti commodities; and with the confequcnt 
increale of population, an increafe of revenues muft neceffarily follow. 
But above all, a greater number of Britifti inhabitants in the fettlements 
of the Company would give them, without expence, a ftrength and 
ft ability which they can never other wife po fiefs. 

The gallant behaviour of the inhabitants, free merchants and free 
mariners, when Calcutta was loft in 1756, and retaken in 1757* niay 
be mentioned as a proof of what we advance. But ftill a ftronger in- 
ftance of the fame kind was given in the year 1759, againft the Dutch; 
when, had it not been for the fpirited and adive behaviour of the inha¬ 
bitants, the Company’s military force would not have been able to cope 
with their enemies. Again, upon the rupture with Coflim Ally Kliawn, 
in the year 1763, the European inhabitants of Calcutta were formed 
into four companies of militia, and properly difeiplined for the defence 
of the fe ttle men t, while all the regular troops were fent to a diftance 
againft the enemy. A body of gentlemen volunteers compofed of free 
merchants and free mariners, under the command of Captain^ Henry 
Wedderburn, adually took the field; were prefent at the taking ^ of 
Udwa Nulla, Mongheer , and Patna-, and during the whole campaign 
were of the moft fignal fervice in armed boats, in maintaing the com¬ 
mand of the river. Upon all thefe occafions the very exiftence of the 
Company was wholly at ftake, though in the end fortune favoured tnetn 
with the rich aequifitions which they now poftefs in Bengal. 

If, therefore, there be any power which, in the prefent fituation of 
their affairs, is really neceffary to the Company, it is the power of ef- 
fedually controuling, or puniftiing their fervants in India, for difo- 
bedience of orders, breaches of truft, or other ads of mifbshaviour, 
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and not this power of fcizing and tranfporting their fellow-fubjeffs at 
will. On the contrary, the free and full exertion of the Englflh laws 
in their fettlemen ts, and the power of the fubjedt effedtually to apply 
to thole laws, when injured, would be the bed, nay perhaps is the 
only poffible check the Company can ever have againd fuch mifbehaving 
fervants. 

Banii&ment, or tranfportation-, is certainly the next degree of 
punilhment to that of death; but it is more than doubly increafed 
when made likewife the caufe of deprivation of fortune,- which, 
35 we have fliewn, on the prefent fyftem of the Company’s affairs, 
mud ever be the confequence of the fudden removal of a mer¬ 
chant from Bengal to Europe; and it is inconceivable how the Bri- 
tidi legiilature could ever have given even the appearance of their 
fandtion to fo illegal an exertion of power as that by which the Com¬ 
pany’s fervants now tyrannize. When one. law is made that is incom¬ 
patible- with the general principles of the' conditution, a th'oufand ab- 
furdities mud be confequent thereof. Thus, in the indance now be¬ 
fore us, among many other enormities, we fee the deputies of the 
deputies of a company of merchants exercifing in the Britifli fettlements 
in Bengal a power of withdrawing protection, and of inflicting, at will, 
the heavied punishments on Britiih fubjeCts ; fueh as, in this happy 
country, neither the Sovereign,, the .Lords,. nor the Commons, can fe- 
parately do, or inftiCh; nor legally any power but that of the whole 
legiilature, by an.exprefs-aCt for every particular purpofe, after a legal 
trial and conviction of the party for crimes deleaving of fuch punifh- 
ment. We fee even foreigners left to enjoy, in a Britifli fettlement, 
the privileges of fecurity in their perfons and property, from which 
Englifhmen are formally excluded: and admitting that an Englifhman 
had been guilty of a .crime againd this Company which could, from the 
laws in their favour, warrant a criminal profecution ; in fuch cafe, con¬ 
trary to one of the fundamental principles of the Englidi conditution, 
he is removed from the country in which the offence is fuppofed to be 
committed,, even to the oppolite> fide of the globe, notwithdanding 

there, are courts edablhhed in India which fhould be competent for the 
trial of all offences, except high- treafon. To-crown all, if the party 
thus banidied, or tran-fported. to England, be innocently fo oppreffed, 
he is by fuch proceedings fkft ruined, or at bed rendered incapable of 
profecu.ting with effeft; and then the law, as it now dands, refers him 
to the Court of King’s Bench for juftice againd his oppreffors. 

After all, the Company cannot with truth alledge, that fuch a power- 
is neceffary, or in any diape effential to their exclufive right of trade- 
tv and from India ; nor can they adduce one folid argument in fupporr 
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of fiich a neceffity on any other pretence whatever. They are defpotic 
Sovereigns of the whole country, and in fad: Lords paramount over 
the Englifh laws and courts of juftice. No inhabitant of their fettle- 
ments can commit any crime to endanger the fecurity of the Company, 
but what muft equally endanger the fafety of every individual member - 
of the community, they being infeparably connected together. What 
reafon then can be all edged for the neceflity of this tyrannic power of 
ban idling, or tranfporting perfons unaccufed judicially , unconfronted\ and 
unheard? unlefs it be a tacit acknowledgement, that the Company, with¬ 
out it, are incapable of governing the dominions of which, as we have 
feen, they confefs themfelves Sovereigns ? And in fuch cafe, what 
Wronger proof could be given of the neceflity of the mofl: fpeedy and 
effedual interference of the Britifh legiflature to deftroy this joint mo¬ 
nopoly of power, juftice and trade, which it can never be wife, fafe, 
or juft to fuffer being ingrafted by any fet of men whatever. 

Upon the whole, every man will acknowledge, that there ought to be 
an efficient civil power in the Britifh fettlements in India, Co prevent 
or remove injuries and abufes, to preferve order and difcipline, to 
punifh every kind of offence, and duly to fupport the authority of go¬ 
vernment: all which, it is humbly conceived, might be eafily and con- 
fiftently effe&ed, without prejudice to private property, and without 
infringements on public liberty. But arbitrary feizures of men; fecret 
inquidtorial interrogations, under guards, of either offenders or wit- 
neftes; fequeftered imprifonments by military force, and fudden and 
forcible tranfportations, or banifhments of men without trial, or legal 
convidion of any crime, from their families, flations, fortunes, or pro- 
fpeds, and fometimes with the facrilice of all, are powers too deteftable 
in their natures to be differed any where to exift, and much lefs by any 
authority pretended to be derived from the Britifh government. 

In England, and other parts of the Britifh dominions, while fo great 
a ftir has been made about the liberty of the fubjed and the fecurity of 
private property, it is amazing that fo little attention has been paid to 
tbefituation of Britifh fubjeds in Bengal, groaning, as they long have been, 
under the intolerable oppreftion of this enormous and unconflitutional 
power. In the mean time, it is principally to this exorbitant power, 
the exercife of which has been greatly encouraged by the Diredors in 
almoft every general letter to Bengal *, that we muft attribute the im- 

» In their general letters fince the year 17the Directors have been u fed very injadtqioufly to 
authorize their Governor and Council at Bengal, at their own diferetion, to withdraw their protec¬ 
tion from, or felze and fend to England any perfon or perfons who might be guilty of the final lei£ 
contravention of their orders* An authority Lhat muft be highly dangerous, becauft encouraging and 
,cven tempting to the abufe of it, 
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menfe fortunes which have been of late fo rapidly fiqueezed from the 
natives in thofe parts; and which will continue to bring thofe provinces 
nearer and nearer to deftrudtion, if effectual meafures be not fpeedily 
taken to prevent fuch violences; to enable the injured more eafily to 
obtain relief, and to infliit exemplary punifhments on fuch opprefibrs. 
If this be not fpeedily done, neither the Company nor the nation can 
have a right knowledge of their true interefts in Indian matters, and 
pofterity will juftly remark of this period of the eighteenth century, 
that it was then fuppofed the law of the land, for Britons in India to 
be imprifoned, banijhed, and tran/ported by the Eng/if Eajt India Com¬ 
pany, unaccufed, and unheard in their defence. 


C H A p. xir. 

Of the REVENUES of BENGAL and its Dependencies; and of 

THE METHODS OF COLLECTING THEM. 

T HE revenues of Bengal and its dependencies arife from the rents 
paid for lands, either according fo their m’eafurement or accord¬ 
ing to the produce of them, at certain effablffhed rates, which vary in 
different parts even of the fame province, according to its different de¬ 
grees of fertility. AVhile the empire remained un/haken, the general 
eftabliihed rate of eftimation at Dehly, for cultivated ground in Bengal, 
was three ficca rupees, or feven {hillings and fix pence per bega of 16,003 
fquare feet, one with another, or about twenty {hillings per acre. But 
this was not the rate of collebting the rents in thofe provinces, where 
few lands paid according to meafurement as fo muchp^r bega\ but ge¬ 
nerally by a proportion of the crop eftimatedon the ground, and valued at 
the then market price of fuch produce. Thus ground producing rice, 
peai'e, wheat, barley and other grain generally pays one half of the 
crop: in which mode fbme products make the bega very valuable, as the 
lands in Bengal, from the extraordinary fertility of the foil, in moft 
places produce two, and in fome even three crops of grain in the year. 
Ophium and fugar-cane, which yield only one crop in the year, and 
are only produced in particular diftrifts, yield to the land-holder at the 
rate of from feven to as high as fifteen rupees per bega; but the moft 
valuable product of all is the flirub which bears the leaf called by the 
natives Paan, and by the Engliih Beetle-leaf; which, notwithffanding 
the vegetative advantages of the fail and climate, requires fome nicety 
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in cultivation, and pays the land-holder as high as thirty-two rupees 
per bega. r 

The whole-of what was collected, was the property of the Emperor, 
by whom the whole country (excepting fuch parts as were affigned on 
temporary grants to the crown peniioners, called Jagueerdars, and the 
charity-lands, allotted to religious purpofes, by the denomination of 
Bhurmuttro, and a variety of other hard names, under the general title 
of Bazy Zemeeiii which would require whole pages to explain) was al¬ 
lotted for the purpofe of governing, and collecting the reventres thereof, 
to fuch per fens as he pleated, either as fuperin tend ants, farmers of the 
revenues, or governors, under the different ranks of Rajahs, Subahdars, 
Nazims, Nabobs, Zemindars, &c. who, whatever they might colledt, 
were feldom molefted by any officers from the King J s Dewan, or Re¬ 
ceiver General of the revenues, fo long as they regularly accounted for 
ihe fums at which their provinces were refpettively rated in the King’s 
hooks, and fatisfadtorily gratified the Dewim and other great officers of 
the court. 

The Rajahs are Princes dsfeended from the ancient Gen too Rings ; 
-many of whom by the indulgence of the Moguls, who always had the 
juftice or policy to fhew particular attention to this race, have had their 
-rajahfhips hereditarily continued in their families: though the Moguls 
of later years have affumed the power of creating even Gentoo Rajahs, 
as well as English Omkahs. Several Rajahs of the ancient races, 
however, ffilf hold rajah/hips among thofe lands which are now poffeffed 
by the Engh'ffi Company. The other renters, called Zemindars, and 
the Governors of provinces called by the different names of Subahdars, 
Nazims, er Nabobs (now moftly Mahomedans) that hold lands, are tem¬ 
porary farmers, who ufually hold them from year to year, though fome- 
times for a term of years. Thefe Rajahs, Nabdbs and Zemindars, for 
fuch lands as they held, were taxed upon a general reprefen tation of 
their produce, ad libitum , by the Sovereign; who likewife could, when 
he plcafed, refume the whole of the colledlions, as far as could come 
to his knowledge ; paying or allowing the great land-holders, or fuper- 
intendanfs tnerefrom fuch fums as he thought proper for their fubfiffence, 
and for the charges of the collections and of their refpective governments. 

There are another fet of inferiour renters under the government, called 
Chowdrys, Talookdars and Etmaumdars, who are accountable for their 
rents to the before-mentioned great land-holders; and both the greater 
and leffer renters have ufually farmed out their lands again, for a net 
fum, to men of property on the fpot, as under-farmers. Thefe laft 
are they who fet the lands to the Ryots, or poor tenants and manufac¬ 
turers. 
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tiirersj though the great renters do frequently keep the lands In their 
own hands, and colled! immediately from the Ryots, at their own 
charge, by their own officers at the ~Cutcberries , or offices fo called, 
eftablidsed for that purpofe in every diftridt where they are found mod: 
convenient, and where, in cafes of backwardnefs in payment, the Ryots 
are feverely chaftized. 

The Ryot holds his lands by a kind of Ieafe called a Pottah , fpecify- 
ing the fort, quantity and rate of his land, the rent of which is to be 
paid at dated periods; and thefe Pottahs are irrevocable by the ancient 
cftabliibed laws of the empire, fo long as the tenant juftly pays up his 
rents; and even in cafe of failure therein, fo tender were ancient cur- 
ton^ of the hulbandman's in ter eft, that he could not be difpoflefled of 
his lands until after a failure in his payments for twelve months. 

For the purpofe s of cultivation, it has been like wife ever cuftomary 
for the Nabobs to lend the leffer land-holders, and again for thofe land¬ 
holders or other men of property to advance to the Ryots confiderable 
fums of money upon bond, though at a very high rate of intereft, even fo 
high as upwards of forty per cent, per ann. to be repaid from the produce 
.of the enfuing crop. The fums advanced in this way, commonly known 
in Bengal by the term Pag&bey, are employed by the Ryot in the charges 
of cultivation, particularly in buying cattle and feed, and in making 
the necedary refervoirs and drains, which are there very requifite, and 
the mod expendve preparatives. Without this advance to the poor 
people, the whole bufinefs of agriculture would be at a dand : it is 
therefore evident, that the encouragement derived by the poorer ffirt of 
people from public protection can be no where more necedary than in 
.the interior parts of Bengal. 

Since the fubverfion of the Mogul empire, the lands of every diftridt 
of courfe become the property of each iefpedtive ufurper, fo long as 
■by their own power they can maintain poffeffion ; and fo long each 
.ufurper deemed himfelf, and in fadt was a real fovereign. Thus, upon 
•the Engliih Eaft India Company's afiuming the Dewannee , we find that 
they alfo, in their turn, declare themfelves to have become the Sove¬ 
reigns * of a rich and potent kingdom ; of the revenues of which they 
like wife declare themfelves not only the Colle Stars but Proprietors. 

* See a Litter from the Select Committee at Calcutta to the Court of East India 
Director^ dared the I ft G&ober *767, ftgned by Lord Clive, William Brightwli Sumner, John 
’Cam at t Harry Verclfl f and Francis Sykes, E (quires; Authentic Papers, pages 93 and 103. See 
px\Co the Proceedings of the Select Committee at Calcutta, the ibth Sep timber 1765, as 
.contained in the fell owing chapter. 
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When the fovereignty of the Bengal provinces was thus taken by the 
Company upon themfelves, in 1765 Mr. Sykes was appointed, by the 
Prefdent and SeleA Committee at Calcutta, the Company’s Refident at 
the Durbar *, or the Nabob's Court at the capital of Murfhedabad, to 
adjuft the grofs revenues of the provinces, and fettle the claims of fa- 
gueerdars, as being a part of that bufinefs. This gentleman, Angle 
and without, any checks, was Jikewife entrufted with the dire&ion of 
the Nabob and his officers, fuperintended the interior collections, and 
the adminiftration of juft ice in countries more extenfive and more po¬ 
pulous tiian Great Britain j and, as if thefe were not enough for the 
fingle abilities of this gentleman, the wifdom of the SeleCt Committee 
farther loaded him with the additional charge of the chieffhip of the 
Company’s factory at Coffimbazar, where molt of their filk and a great 
part of their other Bengal inveftments are provided. 

The amount of the whole revenues of Bengal and' its dependencies, 
as adjufted by Mr. Sykes in the faid year,. 1765, was eftimated asb 
follows, viz. 

* In order farther to underftand the bufinefs of the revenues, and of the Refident at the Dunbar? 
fee Numbers XXXVII. XXXVIII. XXXIX. and XL. of the Appendix, pages 133HO 145, being.' 
copies of four letters from Mr. Sykes to the Select Committee at Calcutta, on his adjustments of.the 
Bewannee Rivtnutu. 


REVENUES 


REVENUES arifing from the different Districts which are made to compofe the Country 
called Bengal, as fixed with the different Zemindars, Talookdars, and Etmaumdars for the 
Bengal year 1172, or Chriflian year 1765, viz. 

Grofs Revenues • Sicca Rupees - I 5 >^ 2 3’455 0 0 

Dedudt charges of collection - . - 1,029,929 7 o 


Sicca Rupees 

Sundry duties and fines Net Sicca Rupees 19,138 


Duties of Chunacolly - 173,610 

Buxbunder - 125,000 

Azimgunge - 107,060 

Mint at Murfhedabad - - 30,005 


- 14 >55>3’5 2 5 9 ° 

7 o 

5 0 
o o 

o o 

8 o 

— 454*8 *4 4 0 

--15,048,339 13 


o 


Revenues arifing from the different Diftri&s which are made to compofe the 
Country called Bahar, as fixed with the different Landholders for the year 
1766, viz. 

Grofs Revenues, - Sicca Rupees - 7) 499,398 8 0 

Nuzzeranah or acknowledgment paid by 

the Dutch at Patna - - 15,000 0 o 

- 7>$ l 4>39 8 S 0 


Deductions. 

Amount of Jagueers, to be paid annually to 
different perfbns, as having Royal Sunnuds 
for the fame, - - 


903,492 13 o 
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Allowances made to the following PerXbns for 
the Wages of Servants* £cc- vi£. 

The Nabob Itraam al Dowlah - 100,000 o o 
Dirgenarain and Shetabroy, the 
Company’s Colieftors at Pat¬ 
na, each at 30,000 
Expences for fervants and other 
attendants for the public bu- 
finefs allowed to Dirgenarain 
and Shetabroy, at 23,000 per 
month - ‘300,000 o o 


100,000 o o 


300,000 o o 


1,403,492 13 o 


6,110,903 


II o 


822,088 o o 
421,241 7 o 


I Countries ceded to the Company by Cossim Ally Khawn, viz. 

,BuRDWAN,as Rated and fettled by Harry Verelft, Efq; Supervifor - 3,330,000 o o 
Midnifore ----- 
Chittigong - 

Calcutta, Town - 

55 Villages - - 

Sea Cuftoms * 


38,168 o o 
29,919 O o 

88,087 0 0 

140,000 O o 

- 228,087 


24 Pergunnahs, ceded to the Company by Meer 
Jaffier, as fettled by Lord Clive and the Secret 
Committee 847,000 


O 

3 

h-l 

a 
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Which fum of Sicca rupees, two crores, fixty-eight lacks, twenty- 
feven thoufand fix hundred and fixty-one, and fifteen annas, valuing 
the Sicca rupee, according to Mr, Sykes, at nearly two (hillings and 
eight pence halfpenny, and making (j£. 3,630,676 18 5) the fum of 
pounds, three millions, fix hundred and thirty thoufand, fix hundred 
and feventy-fix pounds fterling, Mr. Sykes fubforibed to, and declared 
it to be his opinion, that the whole would be collected in the year 
2766, without oppreffing the inhabitants. The Right Honourable 
Lord Clive likewife gave his opinion upon this ftatement of the Bengal 
revenues, in his letter to the Court of Directors, dated Calcutta, the 
30th September 1765, in the following words * : 

<< Tour revenues , by means of this new acquisition (meaning the De- 
“ wannee) will, as near as I can judge, not fall fhort, for the enfuing 
* c year, of 250 lacks of Sicca rupees, including your former pofief- 
“ lions of Burdwan, &c. Hereafter they will at lead: amount to 20 or 
** 30 lacks more. Your civil and military expences in time of peace 
“ can never exceed 60 lacks of rupees. The Nabob’s allowances are 
*« already reduced to 42 lacks, and the tribute to the king is fixed at 
« 26. So that there will be remaining a clear gain to the Company 
« of 122 lacks of Sicca rupees, or£. 1,650,900 fterling, which will de~ 
“ fray all the expences of the invejhnents, furnijh the whole of the China 
* c treafurei anfwer the demands of all your other fettlements in India , and 
“ leave a confiderahle balance in your treafury befides. In time of war, 
“ when the country naay be fubjeCl to the incurfions of bodies of cavalry, 
** we lhall, notwithftanding, be able to collect a fufficient fum for our 
*« civil and military exigencies, and likewife for our inveftmentS; be- 
** caufe a very rich part of the Bengal and Bahar dominions are lituated 
** to the eaftward of the Ganges, where we can never be invaded. 
“ What I have given you is a real y not an imaginary fate of your revenues , 
** arid you may be ajfured they will not fall fhort of my computation .” 

After producing two fuch good authorities, the reader will*certainly 
admit, that fuch was the improveable Bate of the revenues in Bengal in 
the year 1765. 

In the continual fluctuation of the property of the country, under 
different ufurpers, the moil fimple mode of taxation, under manifold 
oppreffive pretences, has been fo increafed and varied, and, by the vil- 
lany of the endlefs train of accomptants, fhroffs, or money-changers, 
receivers and other officers employed in the collections at the Cutcher- 
ries, has in many places become fo perplexed, as to render a thorough 

* See Authentic Papers, page 26- 
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knowledge of the prefent revenues a difficult talk; and from the 
prefent general ftate of the country, as well as from the particular 
cuftoms and methods of condufting this Btffinefs, the harpies employed 
finditeafy to praftife every fpecies of extortion and fraud. This it, 
fo much the cafe, that in many places, after the yearly account of a 
Pergunnah has been fettled at any of the Cutchernes, the deteftion or 
its falftty, or the proof of its truth would be a difficult undertaking 
even to the belt accomptant, however well acquainted he might be with 

the languages and cuftoms of the country. 

In fadt, every method pra&ifed in the bufmefs of the colledtions 
feems to have been calculated, in every department, to encourage de¬ 
ceit, and fcreen it from the Sovereign; for the very accounts of the 
Bengal colleSions, which are kept in the Bengal language, are, fiom 
eftablifhed cuftom, kept on fmall odtavo flips of paper, called Ferds, 
and filed on a firing; which, if not fharply looked after and regularly 
abftradted, it is very eafy for the Black clerks to take oft one Ferd and 
flin cn another, to ferve a particular purpofe. The Englifh coliedtoi 
can never detedl a fraud of this kind, unlefs he can writ? and read the 
* Bengal language, or has, what is Very rare, honeft Banyans about 

him 

Ir rhe fame confufton which has prevailed in the Dehly provinces fince 
the fubverfion of the empire, has extended to the dominions of every 
ufurping Nabob. Thus, in particular, from the invafion of Nader 
Shah downwards* the independent Nabdbs* or Subahdars of Benga , 
have in general paid but little attention to the hereditary rights of the 
antient Rajahs, or Zemindars; and fince the Englifh Eaft India Com¬ 
pany have become the Sovereigns of Bengal, lefs ceremony has been 
ufed with them; many of the loweft clafs of Banyans having been put 
over them, or in their places, as well as in every department of the 

^The^evenues, when adjufted at Murfhedabid, are taxations ^ libi¬ 
tum, and hitherto have depended entirely on the arhtrary will of the 
Englifh chief, or chiefs; as may be alfo feen from Mr. Sykes s Letters, 

* A very extraordinary in fiance of the great utility, of this aCt f tl ” I ?, e jh Efo^ vv^ts'ch^ef oNhe 
came within the writer’s knowledge in the year 1766, while Samuel Middleton, ^ JerMur ^ 

Company’s faftory at Patna, and (u peri mend ant of the revenues^ , thechief with fome heavy 
ftedabad. The Vakeel of one of the Zemindars prefer ted himfelf before the chiefwitn Krn^ 

complaint*, as from his matter, which related to the affairs of his cou /• Bengal lan- 

plaint, he pulled a letter out of his .turban, and began to read ^ e ,"Sfalontr The 3 ®, 
goage very fluently, tranflating it into Hindoftan tor the chief, a ■■ ... 0 j difeovered 

who underftood a little of this language, was looking over his Ihoulder a v 3 preten dcd 

to Mn Middleton that there was not, in all the letter, a word written e P 

to read; whereupon his faiftiotd was detected, to his great Shame and conruuon. already 
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already quoted: and tbofe chiefs fo befet with harpies, who, from: 
the highed to the lowed, will be always interefted in deceiving them 
and endeavouring to fap their integrity, can have no guides whom they 
can depend on but their own judgments and confciences . With Englifh 
collectors another fet of men have been alfo naturally introduced, the 
Englifh Sircars and Banyans; who, from the fuperior influence which 
they affume over the red of the Black officers, as being Dewdns to the 
Lords of the country, mud generally be ffrd fatisded. Under thefe 
different ranks of men, the divifions and fubdivifions are innumerable; 
all of whom, from the Nabob down to the lowed officer of a village, 
mud have a {hare of what can be fecreted from the revenues. In this 
fituation of affairs it is obvious,, that there mud be innumerable abides, 
in the department of the revenues, which will elcape the Englifh col¬ 
lector, though a man of the greateft integrity; of jfome of which abufes, 
we will briefly take notice in this place. 

At the commencement of every year, which in Bengal begins in 
April, there is an eflablifhed fedival, called the Poonea,. which is the 
time appointed for adjuding the accounts of the revenues with the dif¬ 
ferent land-holders, and confirming or revoking their leafes, according 
to their merits, or other wife. At this fead the different Rajahs and 
Zemindars either appear at Murfhedabad in- perfon, or fend their Va¬ 
keels, to negotiate and fettle the fum to be edablifhed for the revenues- 
of their refpeCtive didriCis for the enfuing.yeajy as well as to adjud the. 
accounts of that expired. On. thefe occadons, whether a Zemindar 
has been punctual or not in the payment of his rents according to the: 
terms agreed on, the Mutfeddees never want a complaint againd him,, 
a. pretext for raffing his rents; or. a competitor to be oppoied to him, 
for the purpofes of fecuring his confent to the payment of a private. 
Nuzzeranah, or prefent demanded; which Nuzzeranah is generally in— 
creafed, by the Zemindar, da proportion as the officers, upon whom the 
generality, of the Company’s chiefs mujl depend- for their information,, 
agree to deereafe the fum dipulated for the next year’s revenue; and,, 
in this fituation, he who agrees to the larged, fum of Nuzzeranah is let,: 
loofe upon the the. country for the enfuing year. 

This adjuftment-,, which in Bengal is emphatically called the Bundobttjt' 
(the tying and. binding) naturally affords a fine held for the exercife of 
the fertile-genius, of this race of Afiaties, . inferior to none in intrigues. 
The-Zemindars, who = upon this occadon generally are in want of large 
dims of ready cafb, as well as of fecurity to be given for the payment 
of their rents according to agreement, have been ufually neceffitated to 
call in the Shroffs, or bankers and money-changers, to their affidance. 
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Juggut Seat, the head of a Gentoo family of the Weaver tribe or caff, 
m the time of the Nabob Jaffier Khawn, availed himfelf of this icircum- 
ftance, which the fueceeding times of confufion in tire empire enabled 
him to improve, to the introduction of new cuftoms at the Durbar, in 
the department of the revenues, and to the railing and enriching of 
himfelf and his family. From a very inconfiderable origin, he became 
the molt eminent banker in Hindoflan ; having his Shops and Gomdftahs 
efbablifhed for the purpofes of drawing and remitting in all the principal 
trading towns of the empire. This bulinefs in India, in times of public 
fecurity, which are not likely foon to return, was advantageous beyond 
any thing that is known in Europe, as well from the per centage allowed 
upon the bills called Hundyveaan, as on the Batta , or exchange of ru¬ 
pees. By his Gomafbahs he was regularly and well informed of all mo¬ 
mentous tranfaftions in every part of the empire. This introduced" 
him into the political intrigues of the Durbar at Murfhed'abad, where he 
and his family, fome of whom Hill remain the fit ado ws of their Father's 
grandeur, lived with the retinue and magnificence of Princes. 

By a juggle with the Nabobs and officers of the mint and revenues, 
this great banker introduced a cuftom very injurious to circulation j, 
which has Been ever fince pradbifed, to the detriment of the country, j. 
and {bill continues, to- the fhame of the Englifh Eafl India Company. 
This was the introduction of a Batta, or agio upon the rupee called 
Sicca, which is a real coinage of llandard filver according to the eftab- 
lilhed laws of the late empire. The current rupee, fo called by the Eng- 
lifh, is, like the pound flerling, a nominal fj^ecle, valued at fixteen per 
cent. Batta lefs than Sicca, for tire conveniency, in adjufting accounts, of 
reducing into one fpecie the innumerable forts of different rupees which 
have been introduced in allparts fince the fubverfion of the empire. This 
Batta. was nominally fixed, fo that the new-coined Sicca rupee fliould circu¬ 
late twelve months at full Batta, and then fall three per cent, under the 
denomination, of Hirfms, or Siccas of various years. At the expiration of 
the fecond year, they funk again, under another denomination of Sunotts , 
the Batta of which was fixed at two per cent, lefs : fo that what was Jix- 
teen per cent, the year, was thirteen per cent, the fecond, and eleven per 
cent, the third ; at which I aft denomination of Sunotts they remained, 
until refined, in to Stccasp, fubjeft neverthelefs, like all othjTr rupees, to 
fuch variations in the Batta, or agio, as the money-dealers could efFedt, 
from the plenty or fcarcity of each particular fpec'ies; for if was the 
Englifh alone who, in their own fettlements and in dealings only among 
themfelves, ufed-to adjuft their accounts by the fid eftablifhed Batta of 
J by 13^. and 11 per cent. The variety of rupees introduced in different 

parts 
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parts of the empire, is of fuch fort, that if a merchant of Mur/hedabad 
^ants to purchafe goods in any adjacent province, for ready money ittt 
neceffary for him lift to purchafc of the money-changers m he Bazar, 
that fort of rupees which will beft anfwer, or yield the lead lofs in the 
country where he intends to make his purchafes; for even the Sicca 
rupees coined at the diflcrcnt mints of Patna, Murlhedabad, or <-akut;a, 
when carried out of the province in which they were coined, bear a Batta , 
or pafs with a di[count. Thus the trade in rupees has long been an ex- 
tenfive and complicated branch of bufmefs, and the Batta which is a mif- 
chievous inftrument in the hands of great exchange and money-dealers, 
was by the manoeuvres of this artful Shroff* or banker, at Murftiedabad, 
rendered a fund of infinite wealth to the family of the beats, and remains 
yet an abufe uncorreded by the prefent governors of that country. 

7 When the Zemindars were diftrefkd lor a fum of ready money, or a 
bondfman, in order, upon an emergency, to fecure= their H«ns, Juggut 
Scat was always ready. He likewife obtained the Shroffoi aft the 
revenues-, and upon occafion became anfwerable to the bubahdar, or 
Nabob, at the inftance of the Zemindars, for fuch particular paymen 
on account of their rents as they fell fhort m : for which he was well 
paid by a high intereft on the fums he advanced. By thefe means he 
acquired an influence at the Durbdr little inferior to that of the Nabob 
himfelf: as inftances of which, he was the chief inftrument in the 
acquifition of Lord Clives famous jagueer; and he amafled a foitune, 
as his countrymen calculate, of feven crorers of rupees^ or near nine 
millions fterling. Such were the profits at the Durbar, which the 
reader will be farther enabled to guefs at from the following relation of 
the practices which have been introduced and followed there, more or 

Among the arrangements which took place upon Lord Clives aflum- 
.ing the Dcwannee , a fon of this Juggut Seat, tope eighteen years old, 
w?s appointed the Company's Shroff, and affociated with Mahomed 
Reza Khawn and Doolubram, the perfons mentioned in Mr Sykes s 
letters already quoted, as officers on the part of the^ Company, for con¬ 
ducting the bufmefs of the province and the colledlion of the revenues. 
But nouvithftanding all his Lord/hip’s precautions in thofe appointments 
they did neither put a flop to the irregularities which had taken fa 
deep root, nor prevent that hidden acquifition of fortune which his 
Lordfhip and the Secret Committee had fo very much at heart. 

* Shroffing, /b called by the Englifh in Bengal, isthe examining, Jbrtinp, and 
kinds of rupees, to fix each to its diftina fpeeies, difcard the refufe, and fettle the batta upon a!!, 
according to the price of the day, in order to elUblifli the value in ftandard, or fitca ruptes, 
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When the term of the monthly payments agreed on becomes due, if the 
Zemindar has not his money ready in rime, as is feldom the cafe, it has 
been cujlomary for the officers of the col led ions, in all parts of the pro¬ 
vinces under the Nabob, to charge him with three and one eighth percent . 
per menfem inter# upon the fum, for the time of his default in payment; 
exclufive of which, a dedudion is Jikewife made from the fum paid in, 
of from three to eight per cent, under the denomination of Jhroffage upon 
the Cutcha Amdany . This Cute ha Amdany, which literally means the grofs 
import, is the payment made by the Zemindar, confiding^ of the many 
various forts of rupees as they come up from the Pergunnahs, before 
the Shroffs ha vc purified them by their batta, to reduce fhem to the net 
fum of ftandard ficcas, for which the Zemindar will have credit in the 
books of the Nabob’s Cutcherry. Eefides thefe allowances in the Bahar 
province, when the Zemindar has not been able to pay up in time his 
dated payment, the Engliffi Governor's Dewan has been known, in 
imitation of the old Juggut Seat, to take upon himfelf the amount of 
the paymentdue from the Zemindar, giving a receipt to the Nabob , called 
a Pa at, for the amount, as paid into the Engliffi treafury there ; and 
on this account the Engliffi Dewan receives from Zemindar an allow¬ 
ance, called Paatwa n, of ten per cent . upon the fum, for the ufe of 
his credit. In the mean time, if the Dewan is called upon for the 
money, his influence enables him eafily to raife it among the Shroffs, 
to anfwer any preffing demand of the Company. Exclufive of this, it 
has been alfo cufiomary in the fame province to deduct five per cent, from 
the Zemindar's payments, under the head of RuJ'um , Du/iore, or cuftom, 
as a perqui/ite for the under Sircars. 

In cafes of ravage, from the inqurfions of an enemy, devastations from 
the floods occafioned by the periodical rains, fcarcity from the extra¬ 
ordinary drought of the feafon, or of any other public calamity, a pro¬ 
portionate deduction is made from the ftipulated rents : and this alfo 
affords a fpacious field for the exercife of Afiatic ingenuity in bribery and 
intrigue, from the Nabob down to the Ryot. 

People are alfo frequently fent by the Engliffi, or Government-?nutfed - 
dees into the Pergunnahs, under feveral different denominations; fuch 
as Aumeens, Aumils, dec. to examine accounts, meafure land, value the 
crop, or to haflen and forward the colleftions ; who always receive 
very confiderable allowances from the Zemindars, the amount or which 
is again levied upon the Ryots, or poor tenants in the diflndts they are 
fent to, beiides large fums which they mod commonly receive for con¬ 
cealing their difeoveries. Here it muff be remarked, that the above- 
mentioned allowances charged upon the monthly payments made by 
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the Zemindar, for the deficiency of which he muft ftill fill up the fum 
of his fly pula ted payment, form the charge of a compound, or aggre¬ 
gate fum, much greater than the fame would amount to if charged .it 
once in a fixed fum per annum. 

It is like wife the -ciiftoni of the country, for the government to col l eft 
a fourth part, called the Cbont , upon the amount of moft judicial de- 
ciiions in caufes of meum and tuum between individuals at the Cutcherries, 
but particularly on the amount of bond debts; and this alfo is, in the 
pretent anarchical ftate of the country, a copious field for the Banyans 
and other officers, in which they practife every fpecies of roguery and 
intrigue. 

But one of thegreafeft advantages, made by the principal officers of the 
revenue, has been the lending out their money, and not unfrequently 
the Company’s, as their own, upon Tagabey, as already explained, at 
the rate of 35 and 40 per cent, per annum, for which they can fecurely 
repay themfelves from the firfl monies coming in on account of the rents. 
We do not pretend to affert, that any of our Englifh collectors have 
fhared in this varietv of perquifites, though that point might have been 
worthy of the inquiry of the late intended Supervifors j yet we cannot 
exculpate them, on the charge of employing the Nabob , and through 
him the Zemindars , to take off the cotton of their very extraordinary 
monopoly of that commodity {treated of in our 14th chapter) as in faft 
this was neither more nor lefs than charging the revenues with the pro¬ 
fits on the cotton, for the benefit of the owners, and to the ruin of the 
country and manufactures. 

In fliort, fo great, and fo notorious have been the advantages to be 
gathered up at the Durbar , that even the Banyans of junior Englifh fer- 
vants under the Refident, have thought it worth their while to pay 
twenty-five per cent, per annum for money to fatisfy the calls of their 
mailers, rather than lofe their poits, while they have lent the money fo 
railed, to their mailers at the cuftomary intereft of ten per cent . per ann. 
and fo great have been the irregularities in the bufinefsof the collections, 
that it has been a cullomary practice for the Zemindars topay twenty-five 
per cent, on the grofis amount of their taxed rents, to particular per- 
fons of influence, for the loan of their names to protect them from ex¬ 
actions, or trouble at the Durbar , instances of which are within our 
knowledge. The writer of thefe fheets has even known a black col¬ 
lector, employed by the Englifh in the Bahar province, of his own au¬ 
thority levy a rax of eight annas (or about fifteen pence) on every vil¬ 
lage in his province to indemnify himfelf for a ring which he had loft in 
-the Cutcherry; which though a fmall tax on each village, yet when 
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colfefted upon all the villages in the province would amount to a very 

confiderable fum. , . ... , , 

In this fituation of affairs, it muft be obvious to the intelligent reader, 

that to the old abufes many new ones have been added, fiom the in¬ 
troduction of a new fet of harpies upon the prefent change of govern¬ 
ment - as no prudent meafures have been yet effectually adopted for 
the prevention of fuch abufes in the minutiae of bufmefs. And it muff 
be equally obvious, that the encouragement fo neceflary for agriculture 
in Bengal is at prefent tefs than ever it has been ; for the merchants 
and other men of property among the natives, for want of due fecu¬ 
nd under this double government, dare not lend money upon Taga- 
bey , as before, to the cultivators of the foil; nor dare the latter receive 
it from any others than theEnglifh collectors and Banyans, which when 
they do, it is reluctantly; notwithstanding it is highly worthy of the 
attention of the Governors of the country to encourage the _ umverlal 
lending of Tagdky , as the beft and perhaps only method practicable for 
reducing the exorbitant intereft upon the poor hufbandman. ^ 

It muff be likewife obvious, that while fuch is the wretched Rate 01 the 
government in Bengal, the real amount of the revenues of thofe provinces 
can never be precisely traced through fuch an intricate labyrinth of fraud 
and deceit: nor will it ever be effected till a complete meafurement be 
made of every diftriCt, and a juft account taken of the land held by 
every Ryot. And whenever that is done, the lands paying no rents, 
held under the denominations of jagueers and charity-lands, will cut a 
moff confpicuous figure. Of this the reader may form fome notion, when 
he is informed, that during the Chieffhip of Mr. John Johnftone in the 
province of Burdwan alone, after an odious fcrutiny, which employed 
near feventy perfons and lafted near eight months, tiat gent cman 20 
vered 568,736 begas, making nearly a fifth part of the lands of the whole 
province, to have been alienated from the revenue, and poffdied chu. : v, 
upon fraudulent grants, by prieffs, fuperi.ntendents of the revenue 
and favourites; under the various titles of Bazy Zaneen , or charity- 

IJnder thefe circumftances, it may with the greateff truth be alter ted, 
that the fum received by the Company's collectors at Mu. teoa 
making all due allowances, has ever fallen greatly fhort of the amount, 
actually paid by the Rvots, or original cultivators of the country. I 
whether we confuier the Company as the fovereign-s a,it. pi opiKto, s m 
the revenue, as they ftile themlelves, or as tiuftees °j ^ 1C P u IC ^ 1 11 
matter worthy of the regard of Rock-holders, and of the mnmteu at¬ 
tention of this nation. But the embezzlement of the revenues of Bengal 
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never will be efftdually prevented, till capital punishments are frt- 
flidted upon embezzlers, whom'foever they may be. The blacks, by 
proper puni/hments being inflicted on two or three perfons legally con¬ 
victed of fuch embezzlements, would loon, be awed into an honell 
practice: for the prefent diibonedy of the timid natives in thofe matters 
is perhaps more owing to the frequency of bad examples in their fuperiors, 
and to the total impunity of fuch crimes in Bengal] than to the villany of, 
even thofe natives who have been mod: corrupted in European fettle- 
inents.' Such punidiments however as would prevent it, at lead in.fome 
degree, the Company are not, and perhaps cannot be legally impowered 
to inflidt. 

The Company have of late adopted: a plan which the writer recom¬ 
mended to them, among other improvements in the year 1767, of da- 
tioning their covenanted fervants to the fuperintendency of the collec¬ 
tions at every principal Zemindary,. and appointing a board of revenue 
at Murfhedabad. Although the original Iprings of the former dourifh- 
ing revenues in Bengal have been, of-late years, fo choaked up or de- 
droyed as not eafily. to be reftored; neverthelefs by this new regulation, 
which it is ftrange was fo long negleded, the Company will doubtlefs 
make a very confide table faving in the revenues, fo far as refpeds the 
prevention, of frauds and alienations; though much will be dill want¬ 
ing for putting the bufineff of the colledions upon a proper footing,, 
and particularly for preventing the young Englifh collator from alio' 
becoming the only merchant, and. dipreme judge in the didrid under 
his fuperintendency, which the influence he acquires from fuch a dation 
puts fo eafily in his power,. It was a midaken notion among the Directors,, 
that the influence of a young, fervant, dationed in the interior country, 
would be inconfiderable, and therefore lefs pernicious than that of a 
Ccunfellor j fpr. wherever an European is edabliflied in a public charac-. 
ter, by the authority of the Company, whether a Writer or a Counfellor,. 
he is equally diled by the natives the Burra SdUb , the Great Lord, or, 
Governor-. And the fuperior clafTes among them, even the country 
Rajahs and Zemindars, have as yet but a drange conception of the 
Englifh government j for there have been in dances of a Rajah’s offer¬ 
ing one of his- daughters for, the feraglio of an EngU(h colledor, upon: 
the adjudment of his Bundobujl. Nothing at the fame time can fhew 
m a Wronger light the great influence of the Englifh, and the abject 
date of dependence to which the natives are at prefent reduced, than 
an indance of this nature, fo. diredtly contrary to every tie that is held 
i&cred by Gentoos.. ' 
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The opprefiions and monopolies in trade which have been intro¬ 
duced of late years, but particularly within the laid /even (as treated of 
in our Xlllth and XIVth chapters) have been the principal caufes of fuch 
a decreafe in the real revenues of Bengal, as very fhortly will be mo ft 
feverely felt by the Company. For the Ryots, who are generally both 
land-holders and manufacturers, by the opprefiions of gomafiahs in har- 
rafihig them for goods (as inftanced in ourXIVth chapter) are frequently 
rendered incapable of improving their lands, and even of paying their 
rents; for which, on the other hand, they are again chartifed by the 
officers of the revenue, and not unfrequently have by thofe harpies been 
neceflitated to fell their children in order to pay their rents, or other wife 
obliged to fly the country*. 

Another obftacle to the improvement of the revenues in Bengal is the 
want, to both great and little land-holders, of a fecure and permanent 
pofieffionof the lands; while the chawbuck and the caprice of a Governor 
are, in faCt, almoft the only laws for the decifion of right. Thus fitu- 
ated, the renter, fo far from venturing any part of his own real pro¬ 
perty in improving df farms which he is liable to be difpofieffed of at 
any time for the benefit of others, does, on the contrary, entirely em¬ 
ploy himfelf in making the mo ft of all temporary advantages while he 
holds the lands, and cares not in what fituation he leaves them to a 
fncceflfor. 

Intermediate renters, or dealers, are every where, and in all things, 
thofe who make the greateft profits: and the permitting of fo many 
ranks of iliperin ten dents and renters feems to have been a material 
error in the Hindoftan policy ; becaufe, for the welfare of a ftate, the 
growers and confumers of provifions cannot pofiibly approach too near 
together. 

* Bengal affords a fata! example of the confeqnences of a country’s being once depopulated from 
oppreffion* or violence done to the inhabitants 3 fora tradtof 240 miles of fea-coaft in the centre of the 
Company's poffdTions, from the Bland of Sundeep to the ifiand Sagor, which was abandoned by the in. 
habitants, on account of the ravages commuted by the Ittfugg pirates about i 45 years ago (and which 
have been repeated in a lefs degree in later times) remains to this day adefert* overgrown with wood, 
has become very unhealthy, and is now known only to its prefent inhabitants, the tigers and other 
wild beafls. Thofe banditti, under ihc Xing of Arracan, who by their means had at that time got 
poffdHon of Chittigong and the ifland of Sundeep, ufed 10 defeend upon the Bengal 1 Hands in large 
fleets of armed boats, and make ineur/ions for an hundred miles up the numerous rivers and creeks, 
which afforded them fhelter; plundering and burning the villages, and making Haves of the inha¬ 
bitants. This large iraft, which is extremely fertile, and was -a!fo formerly as remarkably po¬ 
pulous, is moft conveniently fituated for trade and navigation, as may be feen upon mlpeftion o\ our 
map : neveithelefs this important field for improvement, which now only in fome places produces a 
little fait at the*riik of the maker’s lives, has hitherto lain totally neglected by the Company, whafe 
fyflem, as of late conduced, has been by no means calculated to promote the general welfare of tha 
<sguntry, or to ^grant, like good Sovtrehw, their effectual protection to Lhe inhabit .nt*: 

[ X 2 ] 
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It remains to be feen, from the experience of future years, what fa- 
lutary regulations the wifdom of Courts of Directors will enforce for the 
management of this branch, and the general improvement of tire Bengal 
dominions: a concern of'the utmoft importance to the nation; and which, 
if properly attended to, we will venture to atlert, the revenues of Bengal, 
as found by Lord Clive and Mr. Sykes in the year J765, amounting, as. 
by ftatement before given, to 3,630,676]. might eahly, and without 
oppreffion to the inhabitants, have been improved by this time t o jix mil - 
lions Jlerling; while, by an improper management, they have yearly 
fallen fhort of that very ftatement, and will moft probably daily con¬ 
tinue to grow worfe, till, an effe&ual fyftem of reformation be eftab-- 
IHhed. 


CHAP. XIII. 

On the late MONOPOLY of SALT, BEETLE-NUT and- 

TOBACCO. 

W E come now to confider a monopoly the moft cruel in its nature, 
and moll: deftrueftive, in its confequences, to the Company's 
affairs in Bengal, of all that hav-e of late been eftablifhed there. 
Perhaps it Hands unparralelled in the hiftory of any government that 
ever exifted on. earth, confidered as a public aft; and we {ha.ll be not 
lefs aftonifhed when we coniider the men who promoted it, and the 
reafons. given by them for the eftablilhment of fuch exclufive dealings 
in what may there be confidered as neceffaries of life. 

When the Right Honourable Robert Lord Clive propofed returning 
to Bengal, as Governor of the Eaft India Company's fettlements, he 
wrote a * letter to the Court of Dire&ors, containing fuch fentiments 
as were beft calculated to obtain their concurrence with the Proprietors 
in his appointment and future views.. Among other things, he gave 
them his opinion, “ that it was the encroachments made upon the 
** Nabob's preferiptive rights , by the Governor and Council, and the 
“ reft of the fervants in Bengal trading in the articles of.falt,. beetle-nut 
** and tobacco,, which had greatly contributed to haften and bring on 
“ the troubles with the Nabob Collim Ally Khawn. That, therefore, as 
** the trading in fait, beetle-nut and tobacco had been one caule of the 

1-if 1 * *' etter at l ar £ e * n appendix, N? XLI. page 146, dated Berkeley Square, the z;vfi 
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« disputes which then had fubfided, his Lordfhip hoped thofe articles 
“ would be reftored to the Nabob, and the Company’s fervants abfo- 
* e lately forbid to trade in them, This would be {hiking at the root of 
« the evil, tend to reftore that oecoriomy which was fo neceffary in 
« the fervice of the Company, and ferve to prevent the fudden acqui- 
« fition of fortunes that had of late taken place, and which, if not 
« put a flop to, the Company’s affairs muff greatly fuffer. And his 
v Lordfhip promifed, as a means to alleviate in fome meafure the dif- 
(e fatisfadtion that fuch reftridlions upon the commercial advantages of 
« the Company’s fervants might occafion in them, that he would not 
<f engage rn any kind of trade htmfelf hut leave all commercial advan- 
(( tages (the Governor's portion of which ufed to be always very con- 
*< fiderable) to the fervants, to be divided amongft themfelves.” 

His Lordfhip’s reprefen ration? to the Diredtors, and his profeffions of 
difintereftednefs produced the defired effedh. He was nominated to the 
government of Bengal; and a Seledt Committee, confiding of his 
Lord/Lip, Mr. William Brightwell Sumner, Brigadier General Carnac, 
alfo Medieurs Harry Verelft and Francis Sykes, was appointed, with 
full powers to purfue whatever means they fhould judge moll proper, 
to attain the defirable ends of reftoring and eftablithing peace and 
tranquillity in Bengal, And the orders which the Court of Diredtors 
were pleafed to give upon the fubjedt of this trade, in the letter to their 
Prefidency at Bengal, which apppointed the laid. Committee, dated the 
id June 1764, were the following. 

« You are hereby ordered and diredted, as foon after the receipt of 
** this as may be convenient, to confitlt the Nabob, as to the manner of 
(< carrying on the inland trade in fait, beetle-nut and tobacco, and the 
** other articles produced and confumed in the country, which may be 
• « mofi; to his fatisfadtion and advantage, the intered of the Company, 
« and likewife of the Company’s fervants. 

«* You are, therefore, to form a proper and equitable plan for carrying 
« on the faid trade, and tranfmit the fame to us, accompanied by fuch ex- 
“ planations, obfervations and remarks as may enable us to give our 
« fentiments and directions thereupon in a full and explicit manner. 

“ In doing this, as before obferved, you are to have a particular re~ 
** gard to the inter eft and entire fatisfadtion of the Nabob , both with re- 
“ fpedt to his revenues and a proper fupport of his government •, in 
« fhort, this plan mud be fettled with his free will and -confetti, and 
in fuch a manner as not to afford any jud grounds of complaint,” 
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The great advantage to be made iti Bengal from a monopoly of thefc 
three articles of fait, beetle-nut and tobacco, was among the firft which 
the manceuvre of the Dewannee , taken notice of in our IVth and Vlth 
chapters, prefented to his Lord fh ip and his affociate-reformers, and 
which they did not fail to avail themfelves of. The Committee, there¬ 
fore, foon loft fight of the orders and intentions of the Court of Direc¬ 
tors, and, in contradiction to his Lordfhip’s moft folemn declarations, 
an univerfal public monopoly of thofe three articles was determined 
on : the profits of which were to be divided among themfelves, and fuch 
others of the Company’s fervants as they thought proper. All the fer¬ 
vants, down to a certain rank, were put upon the lift without afking 
their concurrence, or acquainting them with the particulars of the plan. 
This, confidering the monopoly even as a juft eftablifhment, was a 
manifeft injury to feveral of the junior fervants, who, from their own 
knowledge and induftry, gained, in a fair way of trade, confiderably 
more than the fhare allotted them by this fyftem produced. Many 
wholly difapproved the plan, as far as they were acquainted with it; 
but it would have been dangerous to have publicly exp re Bed their fenti- 
nients. They were made to fign a long indenture, authorizing the 
Committee of Trade to conduit thebufinefs, though they did not know 
the particulars of the plan. The perfon who had fhewn any backward- 
nefs, would not only have been deprived of his private trade, but pro¬ 
bably too have been dilmifled the fervice. The proceedings on this 
occafion of the Seledt Committee will bed: Blew the mode which was 
adopted to carry this plan into execution: they were verbatim as 
follows, 

** At a Seledt Committee, held at Fort William, the 10th. Auguft 1765. 

te Present 

“ William Brightwell Sumner, Efq; Prefident, and 
“ Harry Verelft, Efq; 

“ In conformity to the Honourable Company’s orders, contained in 
“ their letter of the j ft June 1764, the Committee now proceed to take 
«* under their confederation the fubjedt of the inland trade in the articles 
IC of fait, beetle-nut and tobacco, the fame having frequently been dif- 
“ courfed of at former meetings, and Mr. Sumner having lately col- 
“ ledted the opinions of the ablent members at large on every circum- 
* c fiance, it is now agreed and refolved. That the following plan for 
‘‘ conducing this trade fhall be carried into execution, the Committee 
2 tc efteeming 


ON INDIA AFFAIRS. 167 

<c efteeming the fame f&e moft correfpondent to the Company's orders and 
“ conducive to the ends which they have in view , when they require that 
* c the trade fliall be put upon fuch a footing as may appear moft equit- 

able for the benefit of their fervants, Jeaft liable to produce difputes 
44 with the country government., and wherein their own interefts and that 
44 of the Nabob fhall at the fame time be properly attended to and- 
** confidered. 

44 Firft, That the whole trade fhall be carried on by an exclufive 
,x company formed for that purpofe, and conftfting of all thofe who 
** may be deemed juftly intitled to a fhare. That a proper fund fliall 
“ be raifed by a loan at intereft for the fupply and fupport of the fame, 
44 and that it fliall commence in the month of September enfuing, or 
u as foon after as may be found moft convenient. 

c< 2dly, That the lalt, beetle-nut and tobacco produced in or im~- 
44 ported into Bengal fhall bepurchafed by this eftablifhed company, and 
“ public advertifements fhall be iflued, ftriCtly prohibiting all other 
“ perfons whatfoever, who are dependent on our government, to deal 
44 in thofe articles. 

“ 3dly, That application fliall be made to the Nabob to ifue the like 
44 prohibition to all his ojficers and fubjeSls of the diftrifts where any 
** quantity of either of thofe articles is manufactured or produced. 

<( 4thly, That the fait fliall be purchafed by contract, on the moft 
** reafonable terms, giving the preference to the factories of Dacca, 
<f Chittigong, Burdwan and Midnipore, for the produce of their re- 
“ fpeCtive diftricts, to the Fowzdar of Hoogly and the other Zemindars 
“ for the produce of Ingelee, Tumlook, Myfadell, &c. and to fuch- 
“ perfons as may offer the moft reafonable propofal for the quantity 

produced in the Calcutta lands. 

“ jthly, That the beetle-:nut- and tobacco fhall, in like manner, be 
44 purchafed by contract,. under fuch terms and conditions as upon pro- 
“ per enquiry fliall appear to the managers to be moft conformable to 
44 the intereft of the concerned. 

44 6thly , That the contractors for the fait fhall agree to deliver it at 
44 certain, fixed places, at a ftipulated rate per one hundred maunds, 
“ comprehending fuch an advance upon their contracts with the Zemin- 
**' dars and * Molunguees, as may be efteemed an equivalent to their 
.** rifle, trouble and bad debts. 

“ 7thly, That as the advances will be made by the contractors to the 
44 Zemindars, 6cc. at certain periods of the ieafon, in the ufual man- 
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« ner , fo (hall the advance from the public company to the contractors 

<< be made in proportion thereto. , 

« 8thly, That the fait, beetle-nut and tobacco, thus purchafed by 
.. the public company, (hall be tranfported to a certain number of 
« places for fak, to be there, and there only d.fpofedof by tlmr agents, 
“ and that the country merchants may then become purchafers, and 
« again tranfport thofe articles whither they think they have the greateft 
« nrofpetd of profit. That by this means not only tlm frequent oppref- 
« %ns the inhabitants of the country have fujfered by Europeans having 
J p e rmi(iion to traverfe to every place for the Jale of thofe commodities, 
“ will be put a flop 'to; but by thus referving to the natives and mer- 
« chants a competent (hare of the profits both in the pur chafe and fate, 
« we may hope for the good effect of removing the general odium that 
U ,j 3as prevailed from our jeeking to deprive them of every part of that 

“ othlv. That as it is apprehended fome difficulty will anfe in fe- 
curingtlie produce of the Dacca and Chittigong diftritfs, by reafon 
« of the property of the lands being lcattercd in a number o± hands, 
« all dependent on the government, it is agreed, that application be 
« ma de to the Nabob for perwanahs on the ieveral Zemindars or thole 
“ diftrids, as well as thofe of Hoogly, &c. flndly ordering and re- 
quiring them to con trad for all the fait that can he made on their 
“ lands, with the Englijh alone, and forbidding the fale to any other 

«* perfon or perfons whatsoever. „ . t A . . . 

f< Iot hly, That the Honourable Company fnall either ffiare in this 

t« trade as proprietors, or receive an annual duty upon it, as may ap- 
tx pear to be moft for their intcreft, when considered with their other 
engagements and demands at this pretidency. 

<* i ithly, That the Nabob {hall in like manner be considered as may 
“ be judged moft proper, either as a proprietor, or by an annual nuz- 
* £ zeranah to be computed upon infpeCting a ftatement of his duties on 


* f fait in former years. 

«< 12thlv, That the manner in which the Honourable Company and 
“ the Nabob {ball be confidered, being once determined, rhe remain- 

“ der of this trade fHall be divided among# the Company’s fervants 

« arranged under certain claffes, and each clafs to ffiare a certain pro- 

“ portion of the capital ftock. . 

« i 3 thly. That a committee of trade (hall be appointed to receive 

“ the management of this plan and proiecute the tame in all its 

“ branches, and that they ftiall be immediately authorised to taive mea- 

“ fures for railing the fund at intereft, and to receive propofds and 
6 « fettle 
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*« fettle the contracts ; and further, that for their afTiilance in the work 
“ a perfon fhall he appointed in the quality of their fecretary and ac- 
« comptant. 

,c The foregoing refolwtions the Select Committee judge will be found 
« a fufficient ground-work for commencing this trade, to be improved 
" hereafter as cjrcumftances may occur and direct; and it is therefore 
t£ agreed, that they be delivered over to the committee of trade as foon 
“ as they are appointed, with inftrudtions to proceed in raiiing the 
“ money and making the contra&s. 

«* The points contained in the 10th, nth and 12th regulations, as 
« their not being adjufted need be no impediment to the profecution 
“ of the bufinefs, fo the committee efteem them of fo much importance, 
“ that the fettlement of them fhould be delayed until the abfent mem. 
« bers return to Calcutta, and they can be deliberated on at a full 

committee. Agreed, therefore, that the committee of trade be alfo 
** advifed of this refolution, and that they fhall be hereafter informed 
“ of the difiribution which may be fettled, with any other regulations 
“ which may occur relative thereto for their government. 

“ Mr. Sumner acquaints the Committee, that being apprifed of the 
** intention contained in the 3d and 9th regulations, he defired Mr. 
«« Sykes, when he lately went up to Murfhedab&d, to apply to the Na- 
** bob for the neceffary perwanahs for authoring and facilitating this 
** trade, and that he has accordingly received from that gentleman 
** perwanahs for this purpole, being one hundred and fix in number *, 
<( the fame he now prefents to the Committee, together with feveral 
“ papers of information which he has colledted, regarding the produce 
** of the different diflridts, and the conditions that fait can be contracted 
“ for. 

« Ordered, That they be delivered over to the committee of trade, 
** for their guidance. 

“ Taking now into confideration the appointment of this committee 
“ of trade, the Select Committee are of opinion, that it fhould be com- 
** pofed of two members of their body and two gentlemen of the Council. 

Agreed therefore, that we recommend to the Council to appoint 
“ two of their members to be joined with two of the Committee, to 
“ conftitute this board and receive charge of the plan ; and at the fame 
“ time to appoint a proper perfon to the office of fecretary and ac- 
“ comptant.” 

* So eafy is our Nabob on fuch cccahons, that we here fee 106 grants or orJers obtained on a 
fimpfe application from one of the gentlemen of the committee, before the regulations were adjufted. 

[ Y ] Thus 
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Thus far being fettled, publications were made in different lan¬ 
guages, and ported up in feveral parts of the town, of one ot which the 
following is a true copy. 

Advertisement. “ The Honourable the Court of Diredors hav- 
« inff thought proper to fend out particular orders for /imitmgfhe 
« land trade, in the articles of fait, beetle-nut and tobacco, the fame 
“ is now to be carried on, in conformity to thofe orders, by a public fo- 
*f cietv of proprietors, to be formed for that purpofe; and an exclufive 
« rio-ht to the trade of thofe articles will be veiled in this foctety, by. an 
« authority derived from the Company and from the Nabob; all manner 
« of perfons dependent upon* the Honourable Company s government 
“are hereby ftriftly prohibited from dealing m any refpetf:, direflly 
tt or indiredlly, in the articles of fait,, beetle-nut or tobacco, from the 
“ date hereof; that is to fay,, that they ihall not enter into any new 
« engagements, unlefs as contradors, either for the purchafe. or fale. of 
« thofe articles, with the fociety of trade-” 

Shortly after, another Seled Committee was held upon the fubjed of 
this monopoly, of whofe. proceedings the following is a copy, viz. 

“ At a. Select Committee held at Fort William the i8thSep-- 

“ tember, 1765. 

“ Prefent, 

“ The Right Honourable Lord Clive, Prefident.. 

“ William Brightwell Sumner, 

John Carnac, VEfquires. 

*« Harry Verelrt, and V 

“ Francis Sykes, J-j 

“ Re fuming the confideration of the plan for carrying on the Inland— 
w trade, in order to determine with refped to the company, and the 
clafles of proprietors, the Committe are unanimoufiy of opinion, that: 
whatever furplus-monies the Company may find themfelves pofTeffed. 
of, after difcharging their feveral demands at this prefidency, the fame 
will be employed more to their benefit and advantage in fupplymg 
largely that valuable branch of their commerce, the China trade, and 
in aflifting the wants of their other Icttlements^ and that it will o 
more for their intereft to be confidered as fupenors of this trade, and 
receive a handjome duty upon jt, than to be engaged as proprietorst oe 
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11 flock. Bellowing therefore all due attention to the circumftance of 
** the Company's being at the fame time the head and mailers of our 
“ fervice, and now come into the place of the country-government by his 
“ Majejlys royal grant of the dewazznee , it is agreed, that the inland- 
« trade of the above articles /hall be fubjedt to a duty to the Company, 
<1 a ft er the following rates, which are calculated according to the bell 
« judgment we can form of the value of the trade in general, and the 
«i advantage which may be expedted to accrue from it to the pro- 
“ prietors. 

« On fait, thirty-five per cent, valuing the hundred maunds at the 
« rate of ninety ylrcot rupees , and in confideration hereof the prefent 
i( callary -duty to be abolilhed. 

“ On beetle-nut, ten per cent, on the prime coll. 

« On tobacco, twenty-five per cent, on ditto. 

“ By this calculation we hope may be produced a clear revenue to 
*« the Company of at lead: one hundred thoufand pounds Ilerling per 
u annum y and Ihould it appear, upon further experience of the trade,, 
< { that the profits will admit of an increafe in thefe rates of duties, we 
<* hereby refolve, that a fair and impartial reprefentation of the fame 
« (hall be made to our Honourable Mailers, in order to receive their 
<1 directionsas it is our fixed determination to render them all pof- 
ct fible fatisfadtion in this point. 

“ With re/pedt to the proprietors ft is agreed and refolved, that they 

fliall be arranged into three clafies; that each clafs Ihall be entitled 
« to fo many /hares in the /lock, and that a certain capital flock Ihall 
« be agreed upon, in order to afcertain the value of each fliare. 

“ According to this fcheme it is agreed, that clafs the firft Ihall con- 
“ fill of the governor, five {hares; the fecond, three Ihares; the ge- 
«* neral, three Ihares; ten gentlemen of the council, each two fhares, 
4< twenty fhares; two colonels, each two fhares, four Ihaies; in all 
** thirty five Ihares for the firft clafs. 

« That clafs fecond Ihall con fill of one chaplain, fourteen junior 
*< merchants, and three lieutenant-col on els, in all eighteen perfons, 
« who /hall each be entitled to one third of a counfellor’s proportion, 
“ or two thirds of a /hare, which makes in all twelve Ilia res for the fe- 
“ cond clafs ; we mean always to include in this number^ fuch junior 
** merchants as the Company have thought proper to fix in their fer- 
** vice, who, as well as the fadtors in the next clafs that may be. re- 
“ ftrained from rifing as covenanted fervants, fhall however be entitled 
** to their full Ihare of the advantages of this trade, 
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“ That clafs third frail confift of thirteen fadtors, four majors, four 
“ firfl furgeons at the prefidency, two firft furgeons at the army, one 
te fecretary to the council, one fub-acComptant, one Perfian tranflator, 
and one ftib-export warehoufe-keeper ; in all twenty-feven perfons, 
** who frail each be entitled to one fixth of a counfellor’s proportion, or 
one third of one frare, and which makes in all eight * (hares for the 
“ third clafs, 

(t It is necefrary however to be obferved, that by this arrangement 
<f it is intended, - and it is hereby accordingly ordered, that twelve 
(t frares in this trade (hall be allotted to eighteen perfons, compofed of 
** the firft fenior and junior merchants, lieutenant*colonels, and chaplain 
“ or chaplains; all exceeding that number in thefe ranks muft fraud 
<( excluded until they can be included in it: and chaplains, be they 
“ more or lefs, to be reckoned only as one fenior or junior merchant. 
*« That eight frares in this trade frail in like manner always be allotted 
** to twenty-four perfons compofed of the fenior factors, majors, fur- 
tf geons, and the three officers above fpeciffed; all exceeding that 
** number of thofe ranks are not to frare till they can be included 
” in it. 

“ The Committee have thus fettled the arrangement of the claffes and 
* l the frares in the frock, but they leave to the committee of trade 
to afcertain the amount of the capital, as they muft be the moft com- 
** plete judges of what fund will be required. 

“ That the trade may meet with no interruption, and for the better 
»* regulating the fame, the committee of trade may from time 'to time 
" form bye-laws, which having been communicated to, approved and 
** figned by the body of proprietors, they (the committee) frail be im- 
€< powered to enforce and carry into execution. 

“ That the books of the fociety frail be opened the firft of every Sep- 
** tember, and clofed the 31ft of the following Auguft. That for the 
u prefent year all perfons who (hall from this time be deemed proprie- 
** tors, and whofe names frail be enrolled by the committee of trade, 
** agreeable to this fcheme of distribution, frail be entitled to their pro- 
“ portion of profits arifing on the trade during the courfe of the year, 
** whether abfence or death frould enfue; and fo in al! future years, 
« after the names of the perfons who compofe the claftes frail have been 
y regularly enrolled, 

* Here the Committee^ calculation was erroneous. It was afterwards altered* and this clafs wat 
anadc: to coafift of twenty-right perfons, at one third of a ftiare each, making in all nine fhares and 
9m third, 


** Refolved, 
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Refolvcd, That no perfon /hall /hare in a double capacity, and 
“ r f^ ei ! e a benefi t at the lame time from his rank in the fervice, and 
!l alio from fuch employment as he may happen to enjoy. 

“ Ordered, That a copy of thefe proceedings be prepared and laid 
before the Council, that they may tranftnit the fame, with their df. 
“ regions, to the committee of trade.” 

The reader will doubtlcfs remark, that among the plaujible reafons 
ailedged for the eftablifhment of this monopoly, it was faid to be in¬ 
tended as a means to prevent the oppreflion of the inhabitants of the 
country; to remove the general odium which had prevailed of the Eng- 
liih fee king to deprive them of every part of their trade, and to render 
all poffible fatisfadfion to the Court of Directors. 

Extraordinary as were thofe eftefts pretended to be expected from fuch 
extraordinary meafures, we /hall not be lefs aftoni/hed at the private 
reafons which were affigned for this eftabli/hment by Lord Clive, in his 
feparate letter upon the fubjedt to the Court of Diredtors. They are as 
follow. 

Par. 16.^ ** The neceffity of rewarding the fuperlor fervants, both civil 
“ and military, is obvious, fince the large inveftment required by the 
iC Company makes it impoffible for individuals who perform their duty 
“ to acquire any thing confiderable by private trade. The means of re¬ 
gulating this reward have frequently employed my attention, and after 
the mqft mature deliberation I have found none fo convenient, proper, 
or equitable as the trade in fait. If you grant a commiflion upon 
the revenues the futn will not only be large but known to the world. 
“ The allowance being publicly afcertained, every man’s proportion 
“ w dl at all times be the occafion of much difcourfe, envy and jealoufy. 

The Great will interfere in your appointments, and noblemen will 
<( perpetually folicit you to provide for the younger branches of their 
*' families. _ A commiffion upon your inveftment, whether upon the 
** provifion in Bengal, or the fales in Europe, is liable to the fame ob- 
“ jedions. But if you allow your fervants the liberty of benefiting them- 
■ e /elves by the trade in /alt, the following conveniencies will refult. 

Par. 17. i ni °- “ An advance of four hundred thoufand or five hundred 
“ thoufand pounds is required for carrying on the trade. Jf it be carried 
** on b y your fervants, the advance and the ri/k will be theirs ; if it be 
carried on by you, the money muft be advanced out of the treafury, at 
“ your riik, and you will confequently have the lefs Jpecie to fend home. 

Par, 18. d d0 - ** It is very eafy to proportion it in fuch a manner that 
** your fervants fhall not gain to a larger amount than they are in juftice 
V and equity entitled to. 

Par. 
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Par. 19. 3 t0 ‘ “ By the bringing it to Calcutta and Dacca, and by the 
lofs of boats, by the failure of contractors and many other accidents,. 
*< the profits muff always be precarious and uncertain, and confequently 
**■ unknown, except to the few who may take the trouble to inveftigate 
“ the matter. 

Par. 20. 4 t0 - u It will be looked upon as a profit arifing from trade, 
“ and not from the pockets of the Company, which might be urged, if re- 
tf wards were given out of the revenues . But here you can affert , that 
" this.indulgence, the only equitable one you have to grant, is in confi- 
t( deration of the large inveftments ordered, which, if complied with, 
■ <( mull fwallow up the trade of individuals; and indeed if this indul- 
<( gence be properly proportioned, all thofe fervants, who by their age 
tf and {landing are entitled to emoluments, would have no reafon to 
•“ complain, even were they altogether excluded from every article of 
“ trade which can interfere with the Company’s inveftments. 

Par. 22. -* 1 it is an erroneous opinion, that fait was formerly an open. 
■« trade, it ever was, and ever mufi be a monopoly. Some great favourite *, 
“ or favourites always had the whole in their own hands, for which he 
■** not only paid an annual Pefhcufh, or acknowledgment in money to the 
{t Subah, but likewife gave confiderable prefents both in money and cu- 
■** liofities to him and to his minifters. But the natives can have no juft 
“ caufe of complaint, provided they be furnifiaed with this article more 
** reafonably than formerly, which will certainly be the cafe, if the plan 
« fent home by The Cruttenden be adopted with a few amendments.” 

And in the general letter from the Seledt Committee of Calcutta to 
■the Court of Directors, dated the 30th September 1765, figned by the 
R ight Honourable Lord Clive, William Brightwell Sumner, John Carnac, 
Harry Verelft and Francis Sykes, Efquires, after a more mature confidera- 
tion of this bufinefs, they give their fentiments in the following words. 

Par. 32. M By confulting our proceedings of the loth Auguft: and 
“ iB'th September 1765, you will be able to judge of the progrefs we 
have made in carrying your orders into execution relative to the trade 

* In the time of the Nabob Allayerdy Kha^n^ his favourite. Cogee Warned was irregularly allowed 
to farm the trade in fait: but that merchant fold his /a’t then at _/fw hundred per cent, cheaper than it 
was fold after the dtablidiment by this Committee of ihc monopoly now under coufideration. In 
many parts of Bengal, Cogee A'axeed ufed to fell his /ah for forty, fi/ty, or fixty Rupees per hundred 
Maunds : and at Patna be j ore this monopoly took place, at one time, the market price of fait was 
lo low as one hundred and fifty rupees per hundred Maund ** After this monopoly was eftabliftied, fait 
was fold.in many parts of Bengal for upwards of three hundred rupee* per hundred Maundy and in fame 
parts of the Patna province it was railed to upwards of eight hundred and fifiy rupees per hundred 
ddewndt* 

it See A.trTH.ENTig Papers, page 97, 
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« in fait, beetle-nut and tobacco. This fubjed we con fide red with all 
“ the attention poflible, and regard to your intereft and the good of 
<( the fervice. We found, that to remove the inconveniences of a free 
“ trade, prevent the oppreffions daily committed, fave this valuable 
** article of commerce from ruin, and diftule the benefits refulting, in- 
tr difcriminately, among all your fervants intitled to duftucks, it was ne~- 
f< ceffary to vejl the whole in an exclufive Companyl* 

The deled Committee having formed thofe regulations for the carry-' 
ingon of this trade, Mr. Sumner, Mr. Verelft and two other gentlemen 
of Council were accordingly conftituted a Committee of trade , for receive 
ing charge of the plan and managing it, on behalf of the body of pro- 
ptietors; with authority to correfpond with the fubordinate factories, 
and to purfue all fuch meafures as might, conformably thereto, appear 
to them eligible and proper. And the neceflary advices and orders were 
accordingly given to the fubordinates, and publications of prohibition 
were iflued throughout the provinces. 

The capital flock appointed by the Seled Committee to be raifed for 
carrying on this trade, originally was current rupees 2,4.22,333 — 5—4, 
or, at 26 pence per current rupee, 262,420-I. flerling ; which was di¬ 
vided into 561 (hares of 43,000 current rupees each (hare, and the pro¬ 
fits which might arife were appointed to be proportionably didributed as 
follows. 


Ptifons 4 Shares e; 

To theRigbt Hon. L. Clive 1— 5 

'WUliam Bright well Sum¬ 
ner, Efquire, - - 1 - 3 

General Carnac - - - 1-3 

To ten Counfellors and 

two Colonels - - -12- 2 

To Chaplain, fenior an A. 
junior Merchants, and 
Lieutenant Colonels - 18 - f 
To Factors, Majors, and 

Surgeons - - - - 28 * t 

Perfons 61 

The farce of ufing the Nabob's n 
played, as is uiual m all dark ads 


i. Tofiliares; Capit.1 St' cb 

“ 5 — 215,000 

- 3 - - 129,000 

- 3- 129,000 

- 24 - 1,032,000 

-.--1,505,000 O O- 

— 12 — - - 516,000 O O 

- gi - - - 49 L 333 5 4 

56iCurrent rnp. 2,422,333 5 4 


line was thought convenient to be 
of this double government. The 

reader / 
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reader will have perceived, as well in the proceedings of the Committee 
as'iu the foregoing Englilh advertifement, that this Nabob, if lie muft 
be lb called, is introduced as joining with the Committee, and con Tent¬ 
ing to the ruin of hisjubjecls, the poor people of the country, who could 
not, for that reafon, pretend to, or entertain even a hope of redrefs. 

This Nabob, therefore, was actually made to ifTue orders to all the 
Zemindars, or hereditary land-holders of the country, to attend at Cal¬ 
cutta, and enter into bond, to trade with the Committee only. An 
order of the Committee *, to the fame purpofe, went forth at the fame 
time: and the Zemindars were forced to repair to Calcutta, and enter 
into bonds accordingly, of which orders and bonds the following are 
copies. 

Translation, from the Perfian, of the Nabob’s order to one of 
the Zemindars of the country, dated the of Saffer, or the 

Auguft 1765. 

“ To the gomaftah of Luckynarain, Chowdry of the Pergunnah of 
Jollamootah. Be it udderstood, that a requejl has been made by 
“ the Governor and the gentlemen of the Committee and Council, to this 
« purport, “ that until the contrails for fait of the faid gentlemen are 
“ iettled, no fait {hall be made, or got ready in any diftrid ; that a 
“ gomaftah be lent to attend on the faid gentlemen, and having given a 
t( bond, he may then proceed to his bufinefs, and make fait; but till the 
“ bond be given to the Governor and the gentlemen of the Committee 
** and Council, they fhould make none.*' Therefore, this order is 
* f written, that you fend, without delay, your gomaftah to the faid 
gentlemen in Calcutta, and give your bond, and fettle your bufinefs; 
and then proceed to the making of fait. In cafe of any delay, it will 
not be for your good. Regard this as a ftri£t order.” 

Translation, from the Perfian, of an order to one of the Zemin¬ 
dars, under the feal of the Committee. 


The Seal of 


The Englifh Society of 
Merchants for buying 
and felling all the Salt, 
Beetle-nut and Tobacco 
in the Provinces of 
Bengal, Bahar and 
OrifTa, &c. 


the Committee, 


* See Mr. Van* ittart’s Letter to the Proprietors of East India Stock, printed ft» 
7. Nt*wbtry, 1767, page 30. 

3 * TrustV 



ON INDIA AFFAIRS. 177 

« Trusty and well beloved, Anundelal, we greet you well. 
«* Whereas It has been refolved, that whatever fait fliall be procurable 
u in the fait works of the Subahfhip of Bengal, &c. the trade thereof 
“ ihall be referred to the Englifh Sircar and fhall not be meddled 
K with by others; to which purpofe a Perwanah from his Excellency, 
“ the Nabob, has iffued. 

«* Therefore this order is written, that the moment it reaches your 
hands you are to fend a Vakeel and a trufty Gomaftah, that he may 
come here and receive the Nab6b\ r Perwdniah, and aft in obedience 
“ to the fame, and fettle the trade of your fait with the governor and 
“ the gentlemen,” 

Translation of one of the Mutchulcahs, or obligatory bonds, 
taken from the Zemindars. 

“ I Jadoeram, Chowdry of the Pergunnah of Deroodumna, in the 
“ didrift of Ingellee, agreeably to an order which has Iffued from the 
“ Nabob to this purpofe, “ That I fhould attend upon the Gentlemen of 
“ the Committee and Council, in order to fettle my trade in fait, and 
« that l fhould not deal with any other perfon j” do accordingly oblige 
** myfelf, and give this writing, that, excepting the faid gentlemen 
“ called 'The Englijh Society of Merchants for buying and felling all the 
"fait, bettle-nut and tobacco in the provinces of Bengal , Bahar and 
** Orifa , See. I will on no account trade with any other perfon for the 
fait to be made in the year 1173 (Bengal ftile) ; and without their 
u order I will not other wife make away with, or difpofe of a fingle grain 
« of fait; but whatever fait fhall be made within the dependencies of 
(< my Zemindary, I will faithfully deliver it all, without delay, to the faid 
« fociety, and I will receive the money according to the agreement 
which 1 fhall make in writing; and I will deliver the whole and entire 
** quantity of the fait produced, and, without the leave of the faid Com- 
i' mittee, I will not carry to any other place, nor fell to any other per- 
* fon a Bngle meafure of fait. If fuch a thing fhould be proved againff 
«' me, I will pay to the Sircar of the faid fociety a penalty of five rupees 
P for every maund. In witness whereof I have written this,- by way 
P of obligation. Dated the September 1765,” 

Orders of this kind were iffued to all the Rajahs and Zemindars of 
the Pergunnahs where fait was to be had ; by virtue of which the pro¬ 
duce of the whole country was engroffed by the Committee, who paid 

at 


* State, or government. Here it means the Company. 
[ 2 ] 


at the rate of 75 rupees per 100 maunds, for what was fold in many 
places for upwards of 500 rupees per 100 maunds ; which in effect was 
making a poor inhabitant pay at the rate of 61 rupees for a quantity of 
fait which, in the common courfe of the trade, he would have bought 
for one rupee. 

The extraordinary fhares of the profits of this public monopoly to 
which the Seled Committee-gentlemen helped themfelves, were not the 
only advantages they reaped from it. From the regulations which they, 
in their Seletft Committee, had previoufly agreed upon, they were fir/l 
apprized of the fudden effects which thofe regulations could not fail of 
producing, in raifing the price of fait all over the country. They, there¬ 
fore, availed themfelves of this fore-knowledge, and eftablifhed a pri¬ 
vate fociety, among themfelves, for buying up as much as they could 
of the ready-made fait, which lay dilperfed in different parts. Mr. 
Verelft, who conduced this feparate concern, and was one of their 
Committee, under the cloke ufually a Burned on fuch extraordinary occa- 
ffcns, of its being for the benefit of the Company’s affairs, was (at his 
own recommendation) appointed to a new and unprecedented employ¬ 
ment, that of * Supervifor of the provinces of Burdwan and Midnipore, 
where great quantities of fait are produced. This gave Mr. Verelft an 
opportunity of aflociating himfelf with the junior fervants under him at 
Burdwan, in a contract for delivering to the Committee all the fait pro¬ 
duced in that province, which he accordingly did $ as may be feen in 
the copy of an indenture executed with the Committee upon this occa- 
fion, in our Appendix , N® XL 1 I. page 151 

The concerned in the faid private fociety, which was very extenfive 
in its operations, were the Right Honourable Lord Clive, William 
Brightwell Sumner, General John Carnac, Harry Verelft and Francis 
Sykes, Efquires* as will appear, on examining N° XLIII. of our Ap¬ 
pendix, page 158, which is a copy of an original indenture of affign- 
ment, executed by his Lordfhip, upon felling out his own fhares in the 
public and private focieties. 

No means were negleded, by the gentlemen concerned in this private 
fociety, to engrofs the whole of the ready-made fait in the country: 
and fuch methods were fometimes taken by their agents, or gomaftahs, 
as obliged the owners to part with what fait they had on hand for what¬ 
ever thofe agents were pleafed to offer. And though, as we have 
fhewn in the XIVth chapter, the intereft of the country and Company 
were alledged on other occafions to be greatly injured by permitting 

- See. Authentic Papers concerning India Affairs, pages 89, 170.187, Sec . 
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European agents to refide in the inland parts of the country, neverthe- 
Iefs, upon the prefent occafion, thofe pretended inconveniencies were 
overlooked } and, in confequence of an application from the Committee 
of Trade to the SeJedt Committee, fove'ral gentlemen were appointed 
and ftationed at the following different places, as agents for the tales of 
the Committee’s fait, beetle-nut, and tobacco> viz. 


Meflieurs Charles Bloomer, 
Pitt Lethieulier, 
Hugh Baillie, 
Thomas Lewis, 
William Benfley, 
John Robinfon, 
James Hargrave, 
John Corfar, 
William Semple, 
Abraham Leflie, 


at Dinagepore, 
Durbunga, 

Gualparah, 

Rungpore, 

Carangola, 
Nabobgunge, 
Chilmary, 

Silhett and Patna, 
Rajabarry, 

* befides others. 


who were font to Backergunge and Nabobgunge to build boats. 

The gentlemen concerned in the private fociety did not fail to 
avail themfolves of the fervices of thefe agents of the public monopoly, 
for the difpofal of their private fait. In confequences of an application 
for that purpofe from the partners in the Committee of Trade below, 
to the partners in the Seledl Committee above, licence was eafily ob¬ 
tained, as may be feen by the following fhort proceedings upon the 
occafion. 


'■ At a Select Committee, held the 9th January 1766 ; 

** Prefent, The Right Honourable Lord Clive, Prefident; 

*« William Brightwell Sumner, Efq. and 
“ Brigadier General Carnac. 

l * Received a letter from the Committee of Trade, requeuing leave 
u for their agents to diipofe of the balances of fait belonging to private 
“ merchants , now un hand, which they imagine will conduce to the 
“ intereft of the fociety. ' • 

“ Agreed, we acquaint the Committee of Trade, that we grant their 
” requeft, in confide ration they think it will he a public benefit 

The eftimate of the profits arifing upon the firft, year's trade of tins 
public monopoly, which among other India papers was laid before the 
Honourable Houfe of Commons, in the year 1768, was greatly under- 

[ Z 2 ] rated. 
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rated. The real net profits on the firft year’s ftock which have been 
actually received by the concerned, down to the month of December 
lyyo, exclufive of their thares of large out-ftanding debts ftill coming 
in. have been nearly as follow; viz. 

J Net profit of the 

Perrons. Slims each. Total Shares. _ Aril;ear’s capital. 


TheRt.Hon.Rob. L.Clive 
W. Bright w. Sumner, Efq; 
General Carnac - - - 

Ten Counfellors and two 
Colonels - 
Chaplain, fenior and ju¬ 
nior Merchants, and 
Lieutenant Colonels - 
Fadtors, Majors, Sc Doctors 


i 

i 


5 

3 


- 5 - - £• fterling2i,i79 40 


- 3 " 


12,707 10 0 


I - 

3 ' 3 

■ - - 12*707 

JO 0 

12 - 

2 - 24 

- - 101,660 

4 c» 

18 - 

f - 12 

- - - 50,830 

2 0 

28 

i - 9I 

- - " 39*534 

10 0 

61 


JT. flerling 238,619 

0 0 


The Court of Ead India Direaors repeatedly, and in the drongeft 
terms, forbade this monopoly in fait, beetle-nut and tobacco; and par¬ 
ticularly in their General Letter to Bengal per the Lord Camden, dated 
the 19th February 1766, wherein they pofitively diredted their Gover¬ 
nor and Council to make a formal renunciation, by fome folemn adt to 
be entered on their records, of all right to trade in thofe articlesdi¬ 
recting their faid Prefidency to tranfmit fuch renunciation in form to the 
Nabob, in the Perfian. language* with adding thefe exprefs words t 
“ Whatever government may. be ejlahlijhed, or whatever nnforefeen occur - 
" fences may arije , it is our refolution to prohibit, and we do absolutely jor - 
“ bid this, trade in fait, beetle-nut, and tobacco 

In all their fubiequent letters they continued to repeat this prohibi¬ 
tion, giving as their fen.timents, that “ fuch innovations and illegal 
** traffic had laid the foundation of all the bloodlhed, mafiacres and 
u confufion which had happened in. Bengal*” 

Upon receipt of thefe repeated orders from England, the Right Ho¬ 
nourable Prcfident and the Gentlemen- of the Seledt Committee took 
them again into their ferious confideration. However, they did not 
proceed to aboliih the monopoly, but determined upon continuing it 
tor another year; wifely increafmg the duties to- be received upon the 
trade by the Company to fuch an amount as might-either fecure their 
con Cent and approbation of the fyftem from the magnitude of the funi, 
or their connivance at it, ib far as -to prevent retrofpecls, from the 

difhc nines' 
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difficulties of refunding, and of being themfelves To deeply involved in 
the plan. 

As the reafons which were given for this continuation of the mono¬ 
poly are no lefs curious than thofe which were given for its original 
eftablifhment, and will bed: /peak for themfelves to the intelligent rea¬ 
der, we fhall give them at large from the original proceedings. 

u At a Seledl Committee, held the 3d September 1766. 

tc Prefent, The Right Honourable Lord Clive, Preddent; 

“ Brigadier General Carnac, and 
“ Harry Verelfl, Efquire. 

After mentioning, that the Court of Directors had recommended 
to his Lordfhip, to con Oder of a plan for fettling the fait trade, his 
Lordfhip proceeds in his minute as follows. By all their letters 
4 ‘ of la/l year, and by feveral of this, the Directors drill feemed inclined 
tc to wait for our reprefentation, but by their letter of the 19th Fe- 
** bruary lad, by the Lord Camden, they pod lively forbid their fervants 
ct to have any concern whatfoever in this trade. At that time indeed 
“ they could not have had the lead idea of the' favourable change in the 
“ affairs of thefe provinces , whereby the intereff of the Nabob with regard 
“ to fait is no longer immediately concerned* When we £rft took this 
<( important matter into condderafion, I joined in opinion with the red: 
“ of the Committee, that if the trade could be put upon fuch a footing, 
u that the Nabob Jhoitld receive more than had been received by any of his 
“ predecejfors, the Company be amply conjidered , the natives become pur- 
u chafers upon terms full as reafonable as in former tunes ; the fervants 
“ might be indulged in the privilege, under fuch certain rules and reffric- 
tl tions as would make the trade carry with it as little as poffible the 
“ odious form of a monopoly . Thefe points having been fettled, I con- 
“ fented to the plan laid down lad: year j my abfence from the Preii- 
te dency, the multiplicity of affairs then in agitation, wherein the peace 
“ and tranquillity ’of the provinces, the intered: of the Company, and 
“ the honour of the nation were more immediately concerned, pre- 
“ vented my paying that attention I could have wifhed to that impor- 
(< tant objedf. jilt hough by the acquifttion of the Uewannee, the whole 
“ of the duties belong to the Company , and by the diligence and zeal of 
“ the Members of the Committee of Trade, many ufeful reformations 
* L had taken place, yet from my obfervations, when I was Jaft up the 
“ country, and from the heavy complaints againjl Europeans for the 

“ monopoly 
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* e monopoly of trade in general, I find that the induftriops native is- ft ill 
** deprived of that fhare to which he has an undoubted and more na- 
tural right ; nor is it yet upon that equitable footing which juflite as 
“ well as humanity would incline this Committee to eftablifti. A few 
t( weeks more mud bring us the final refblution of the Court of Direct 
te tors, in anfwer to our difpatches by the Admiral Stevens, and,, if, 
“ not with dan ding the prefent fituation of their affairs, they fhould 
“ think proper to repeat their orders per Lord Camden* it will' be our 
'** duty to obey them, and I am perfuaded they will be obeyed by this 
<l Committee : bat if, on the contrary, upon receipt of our reprefenta- 
u tions, they fhould change their fentimems, and approve of the regu- 
“ lations we have already made, no time fhould be loft on our part in 
(c edablifhing the mode for carrying on the trade in future. The con- 
“ fidence which the Directors have been pleafed particularly to exprejs in 
“ my endeavours to fettle, upon an equitable, plan, that trade which has 
** been the fource of fo many evils, cannot but promote my zeal for the 
caufe, and make me anxioufly wifh to fee every regulation that you 
“ may join with me in thinking neceflary to take place. 

** The Company’s duties I beg leave to propofe fhould be increafed; 
the fervants ft ill receive a reafonable fliare of emolument, and the 
** terms upon which the natives are finally to be concerned, advan- 
tageoufly fixed. 

u ift. That all fait provided by the Society of Trade /hall be fold at 
Calcutta, and at other places where it is made, and no where elfe. 

(C 2d. That the price of fait fhall not exceed two rupees per maund, 
or 200 for ioo maunds. 

“ 3d. That the fait fliall be fold to the natives only, who are to 
“ tranfport it to every part of Bengal, Bahar and OrilTa, and to have 
“ the whole profits arifing from the fale thereof, and that no Company’s 
“ fervant, free merchant, or European fhall be concerned in that article 
direftly, nor indircdtly.- 

“ 4th. That the Calcutta and black merchants fliall be limited to a 
“ certain proportion of purchafe, but that no Banydns, or fervants what- 
tc ever belonging to any European, /hall be included or have any con- 
“ cern therein, 

“ 5th. That every endeavour be made ufe of to encourage the fub- 
“ ftantial merchant either to come down in perfon to the place where 
“ the fait is provided, or to fend their agents, in order to purchafe or 
tranfport their fait to the different places of file. 
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“ 6th • That a certain price be fixed for the fale of every maund of 
« fait at every town, market, or village, where the fait is fold accord- 
“ ing to the difence and former cuftom. 

“ 7 th - That if fait be fold at any of the Bazars or markets for one 
<c cowry above the ffipulated price, the vender fhall not only forfeit all 
“ the lalt there, found in his pofTeffion, but be liable to a forfeit of 
“ one thoufmd rupees for every hundred maunds of fait fo fold ; and the 
“ money fo forfeited fhall go, one half to the informer and one half 
“ to the governme?it. 

“ Sth. That the mmifters at Murfedabdd and Patna have copies fent 
“ them of thefe new regulations , and that they be defired to apply to the 
Nabob to make the fame known throughout the three provinces; and 
" th at every Fowzddr, &c. fee that they be put In execution, upon pain 
* ( °j being difmif'ed from their employments. 

r94u This buiinefs being entirely commercial, I propofe that in the 
mfirumeiit of agreement for next year itfhall be provided, that the 
( Society of Trade be anfwerable to the Board for their conduit; that 
* ( the Board may either make new regulations, or amend thofe made 
“ by the Society of Trade, as they fee fit, and that, in cafe of necefiity, 
the Select Committee fhall have power to controul the whole. 

^h. That a duty-of 50 per cent, be paid to the Company upon all 
the fait provided on their own lands, and 50 per cent, to the govern- 
if mm J u P° n *11 the fait provided upon the lands of the government, 
" and P er cent - u pon beetle: which duties will in faB be brought to 
“ the Company's credit, which, according to the prefent ft ate of the fait 
trade will produce the Company from 12 to 13 lacks of rupees per 
" annum. r r 


it 

u 

« 

u 

u 

ti 
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1 ‘ The prohibition of a free inland trade, however disagreeable to 
individuals, muft now take place, and be confined to imports and 
exports , and their immediate returns , which returns fhall be made 
only to the prefidency, or to one or other of the eftablifhed factories. 
she Company are Sovereigns in India: and they have declared, that 
the trade carried on for thefe four years paft is an ufurpation, not 
only of their prerogative , but of the privileges of the natives, and 
repugnant to the exprefs and repeated orders of the Court of Di¬ 
rectors. The indulgence however in the trade of fait upon the footing 
I hope it will now be eftablifhed, fhould, in my opinion, obviate all 
complaints; fince it feems to be the moft equitable Modus between 
the Company and their fervants, and at the fame time a dijlributien 
of natural right to the people of the country. Confidering that the 
3 “ late 
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“ late oreat advantages of unlimited trade are cut oft, I cannot im£- 
“ gine the Court of Directors will deny their fervants this fiiare of be- 
nefit, as a recompence for their care and aftiftance in the manage- 
“ ment of the important concerns of thefe provinces. On the other 
tl hand, I would have the fervants look upon thefe emoluments as a 
“ oift from the hands of their employers, offered to them annually in 
« reward of their fidelity; and which will certainly be with-held from 
<< them, if ever their authority jhould be rejijled, and dijeontent and ra - 
<< parity take place of gratitude and moderation.” 

« His Lordlhip’s minute being read and maturely confidefed, the 
“ regulations therein fpecified are unanimously approved 

The capital flock for the fecond year was divided into fixty fhares, 
and amounted to current rupees 2,400,000, or, at 26 pence per rupee, 
260,000 pounds fterling. And the profits which have actually accrued 
upon this fecond year's capital, and been received by the proprietors 
upon their refpeCtivc fhares, down to the month of December 1770, 
excluiive of balances ft ill outftanding, are as follow, viz. 

On the Right Hon. Lord Clive’s - 5 Shares - L. 16,656 5 o 

William Brightwell Sumner, Efq; his 3 - - - - 9>993 l S 0 

Brigadier General Carnac’s - --3--- - 9>993 *5 0 

The reft of the fervants - -- -49---- 163,231 5 o 


60 L. 199,875 o o 


The reader will doubtlefs have obferved in the former part of this 
chapter, that an authority for eftabUlhing this monopoly was pretended 
to have been received from the Nabob, and that his interejl , or that of 
the country government was to be properly attended to, particularly as 
exprefled in the proceedings of the 10th Auguft 1765, by confidering 
him either as a proprietor , or by an annual prefent, to be computed 
upon infpeCting a ftatement of bis duties on fait in former years. Not- 
withftanding which, in the 8 th and 10th articles agreed to in the SeleCt 
Committee of the 3d September 1766, we find the Nabob's officers , 
throughout the three provinces, were to be diftnifled from their em¬ 
ployments, in cafe they did not carry into execution the regulations 
rejblved on by the Committee: and we are told, that the duties eftablifhed 
upon this trade in the Nabob’s name would, in faCt, be brought to 
the credit of the Company, as being the Sovereigns in India . Contra¬ 
dictions of this nature will be frequently obferved in the courfe of thefe 
2 " fheets. 




ON INDIA AFFAIRS. 185 

fheets, as well in the proceedings of the Diredfors, as in thofe of their 
fervants abroad, fines the farce of their double government commenced j 
for it is a difficult thing confidently to fupport a falfity, or fidUon, 
through a variety of circumftances at different and diftant periods of 
time. 

Many and various were the oppreffions exercifed in tlie conducing of 
both the public and private monopolies, of which we are now treat¬ 
ing: to enumerate them would be a difagreeable and tedious, if not an 
endiets talk5 neverthelefs, in fupport of the truth of this after tion, we 
will briefly mention a few circumftances. 

In the 6th and 7th articles of the regulations eftablifhed by the Selea 
Committee, in their proceedings of the 3d September 1766, it is or¬ 
dained, that the fait of the fecond year’s monopoly (hould be fold at 
certain prices, to be fixed at every town or village, and that if any of 
the perfons who were purchafers of the Committee’s fait, (hould fell any 
at thofe markets for one cowry above the ftipulated price, the vender 
fhould not only forfeit all the fait found In his pojj'ejfion there, but be 
liable to a forfeit of one thoufand rupees for every hundred maunds of 
fait fo fold j and the fait money fo forfeited fhould go, one half to the 
informer, and one half to the government. 

In confequence of this regulation, many merchants were fined in a 
very arbitrary manner, particularly fome of the principal black mer¬ 
chants of Calcutta, as Sooberambyfack, Moddunduft and others, who 
had purchaled of the Committee-fait to a very large amount, and were 
accufed of having fold at above the preferibed price. The Seledl Com¬ 
mittee, in the fummary way adopted by themfelves, without any judi¬ 
cial form, or procefs whatever, collected among thefe merchants to 
the amount of fome thoufands of pounds *, which were faid to have 
been appropriated in as arbitrary a manner to the erecting of the Court* 
houfe, a public building in Calcutta. 

Upon the eftablifhment of the private copartnerfhip, or fociety, of the 
gentlemen of the Committee among themfelves, there was an Armenian 
merchant, named Parfeek Arratoon, who had about 20,000 maunds of 
fait lying in warehoufes, upon the borders of the Rungpore and Dina- 
gepore provinces. The Armenian, fenfible, as well as the gentlemen 
ot the Committee, that the price of fait would rife, ordered his go- 
maftah to fallen up his warehoufes, and not to felh As the retailing 
of this fait in thofe parts might hurt the partnerfhip’s fales, it was 
thought expedient at any rate, if poffible, to get pofteffion of it. Upon 

* One of them told the writer, that 40^00 rupees had been levied on this occafion. 

[ A a ] failure 
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failure of the artifices which were pradifed to induce the gomaffah to 
fell it, the Armenian merchant’s warehoufes were, broke open, the fait 
forcibly taken out and weighed off, and a fum of money, efti mated to 
be the price of it, was forced upon the Armenian’s gomaftali, on his 
refuting to receive it. Such are the fads fworn to in the depofitions 
of feveral witneffes, upon an adion, or bill of complaint filed in the 
Mayor’s Court of Calcutta, the 15th September 1767, by Parfeek Arra- 
toon, plaintiff*, againft the gomiftahs, or agents of Meff. Verelff: and. 
Sykes, for current rupees 60,432. And if 'the proceedings of the 
Mayor’s Court have been tranfinitted home with the fame pundual re¬ 
gularity as formerly, there muft be fufficient proof' of thefe fads among 
the records now in Leaden-hall-flreetr, 

Having laid before the reader an account of wliat have been the adual 
and realifed profits of the two years trade of this grand monopoly, we 
will now endeavour to fhew, at one view, the amount of what the na¬ 
tives may bejuflly faid to have been fleeced of in that' fpace of time, 
notwithftanding the pious profeffions of the Seled Committee, that they 
[Jmdd be Jupplied as reafonably as before. 


The amount of the capital flock employed 
thefirRyear,.iscun- t .rupees2,42 2,333 5 4 
or, at 2S. 2d. per C. R.. f. fferling 262,420 0 o 

Ditto, C. R s 2,400,000 at Do. 2dyear -- 260,000 o o 

Profit, vizl. 

On the Rt. Hon.Lord Clive’s 

5 fhares, the firft year •*- 21,179 4 o 

Ditto, 2d. year - -■ 16,656 5 o 

---37*835 9 © 

On William Brightwell Sum¬ 
ner, Efquire, his 3 fliares,. 
the firft year - - 12,707 10 o 

Ditto, zd year 9,993 15 o 

-- - — * 22*701 5 o; 

On General Carnac’s 3 fliares, 

the firft year - - 12*707 10 o 

Ditto, 2d yew - - 9>993 1 5 0 

----- 22,701 5 o 


S 22,42© 


Carried forward 83,237 19 o 522,420 

On 
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Brought over 83,237 19 

On the reft of the Company's 
fervants, 45^ fhares, the 
firft: year - - 192,024 16 o 

Ditto, 49 fhares, 2d year ^3,231 5 o 

—-353,256 1 


Total of the firft: coft and profit for two years 
Extraordinary duties to be paid in two years to the NabSb, 
the country government, or the Englijh Company , which- 
foever the reader pleafes to call it, 26 lacks, at 2s, 2d. per 
current rupee - - 

Extraordinary charges beyond the common courfe of the 
trade, to which the Committee was expofed from the 
employment of European agents and other caufes, efti- 
mated at leaft at 6 lacks, or 1 

Outftanding debts on the two years trade, which have been 
or will be recovered by the influence of the country go~ 
vernmet, eftimated, to the time of the above calculation 
of profits, at 10 lacks, or - 

Total received from the natives - 

Dedadt, 

Firft coft of thofe commodities for two years £. 522,420 
Allowance for what the profits would have 
been in the ufual and fair way of trade, as 
pradtifed when the monopoly took place at 
30 per cent. - - - 156,726 

Duties which might have been collected in the 
ufual manner on this trade, in the ftate it 
then was, for two years: we will make a 
large allowance in the fum of 50,000 

To this mu ft be added what was feparately 
gained by the under-monopolizers; who, 
agreeably to the regulations, purchafed 
fait, 6cc. in the grofs from the Committee, 
being chiefly Banyans of the gentlemen 
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522,42a 

438,494 

9^0,914 

281,666 

65,000 

10 8,333 


Carried forward 729,146 1,415,913 

[ A a 2 ] them- 
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Brought over 729,146 1,415,913' 

themfelves, and who tranlportcd it to and 
retailed it in the inland country. The net 
profits under this head may be judly edi- 
mated, upon fait and beetle-nut, at lead at 
12 lacks, or - 130,000 

' - 859,146 

.Ariling on the public monopoly - 556,767 

To which mu ft be added the concerns of the fepa rate 
private fociety, among the gentlemen of the Select 
Committee, already mentioned, as far onl^as has 
come to public knowledge, viz. 

One concern, as taken notice of in the Right Honourable 
Lord Clive’s alignment, N° XLIII. in our Appe?idix* 
page 158, - - of 497,001 Maunds, 

And of one other, - - 40,000 

Maunds, 537,00a. Upon which we 
may fafely allow the gentlemen to have gained, at the 
lowed; eftimation, a clear profit of two current rupees 
permaund,. making 1,074,002 rupees, at 2s. 2d., . - 116,350 

£. 673,117 

By thi s eftimate, which we hope will be allowed very juft by all per¬ 
rons acquainted with the branch of which we treat, it appears, that upom 
the trade of two years there has been to the amount of fix hundred and 
feventy-three thoufand one hundred and feventeen pounds ffcerling collec¬ 
ted for the benefit of about fixty perfons, from the natives in general,, 
upon this fingle monopoly of what are confidered there to be all necef- 
faries of life (and the mod: material one is actually fiuch in all countries) 
more than they would have paid, for the fame,, had the trade continued; 
open and free to all who paid the edablidled duties. 

In a country where the nature, of commerce is fo well underftood, it: 
mud be needlefs to fwell. this chapter, already too long, with fuch in¬ 
ferences, drawn from the fa£ts here laid before the public, as mud: appear 
obvious to every one at the firft view. Every merchant will agree with 
us in one general conclufion, that fuch a monopoly mud have been in 

the. 
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the higheft degree injurious to the population and manufactures of the 
country j and we will venture to a/lert, that, above all others, it lias 
principally contributed to that decreafe of trade, and the diftrefs under 
which Bengal has laboured ever fince the eftablifhment of this monopoly. 

We had almofl forgot , before we di/mifled this head of our fubjeCI, 
to put the reader in pofleflion of a key for the underftanding of fuch 
parts of the proceedings of the committees herein t&kcn notice of, as 
were calculated to evade the carrying into execution of the orders of the 
Eaft India Directors refpeCting this trade. 

Soon after the eftablifliment of the monopoly, the Right Honourable 
Lord Cliye and the gentlemen of the Committees and Council (appre-- 
henfive that they fhould not receive the approbation of the Directors of 
the Company for this eftablifhment) entered into an indenture, or bond 
of indemnity to each other, by which they engaged, under a confiderable 
penalty. That " provided any order or direction fhould ifiue or be made 
11 by the faid Court of Directors in England,, thereby ordering and di- 
“ reding the faid exclufive joint trade and merchandize to be diffolved 
" or put to an end, or that might hinder and flop the carrying on the 
“ fame, or contain any thing contrary to their regulations, they, the 
*' faid Right Honourable Lord Clive, &c members of the Committees 
** and Council, fhould and would, not with handing any fuch order or 
“ direction, keep up, continue and enforce, or caufe to be kept up, con- 
tl tinued and enforced, the fard exclufive joint trade and merchandize,’* 
as the reader will fee at large, by a copy of the faid original indenture 
or deed of indemnity given in our Appendix , No. XLlV. page 161. 

After confidering the farces of the Dewanne’s and the laft treaties withs 
the Nabdbs of Bengal, the profeflions of the moft implicit obedience to 
the orders of the Court of Eaft India Directors, and of attention to the- 
interefts of the Nabob and the welfare of the native inhabitants, as made 
ufe of in the proceedings of the Secret Committees herein-mentioned, 
and comparing thofe profeflions with the faCts we have taken notice of, 
and particularly with the farce exhibited on the iji OSlober 1766, in the 
Mayor’s Court of Calcutta, as fhewn in our Appendix * No. XLV.it muff 
appear to a fenlible mind, that the whole fyftem of the government of 
Bengal at this period was in reality no other than one continued fceneof 
impofition upon the public, under founding phrafes and pompous appear¬ 
ances $ perhaps more ridiculous than any thing that has been held up 
under the veil of politics, and even exceeding any thing exhibited on the 
theatre of falfe religion.. 

* See the Proceedings of the Mayor’s Court, appendix, page 165, upon an indenture and affidavit 
of the Right Honourable Lord Clive’s being carried in foienui proceffion to that Court to be executed. 
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C H A P. XIV. 

ON the General MODERN TRADE of the English in BENGAL; 
on the OPPRESSIONS and MONOPOLIES which have been the 
Causes of the DECLINE of TRADE, the DECREASE of the 
REVENUES, and the prefent ruinous condition of AFFAIRS in 
BENGAL. 

W ITHOUT the reader has confidered and bears in his mind the 
Rate of HindoRan, fince the fnbverfton of the empire, the de¬ 
pendency on the Englifh Company of the prince whom they call If he 
Grand Mogul, the condition of their collectors, whom they call Tbe Pda- 
bobs of Bengal, the fituation of individual's, and the Rate of juftice 3 n 
thofe dominions, as fet forth, particularly in our third, fourth, fifth, 
hxth,. ninth, and tenth chapters, he will be fcarce able to conceive a 
poiTibility of the exigence of fuch cruel oppreffions and ruinous meafures 
as have taken place in the Bengal provinces of late years, but particularly, 
fince ‘ c the Englifh Haft India Company are become the Sovereigns of a rich 
“ and potent kingdom, and their government in Bengal a military as well 
“ as civil government 

Having alfo, towards the end of our eighth chapter, faid fomething 
on the nature of the prefent trade of the Engfifli Company, and of the 
difference between that and the trade of individuals and other nations 
in Bengal, we muR beg leave to refer the reader thereto, that we may 
avoid troubling him with repetions in this place. 

When the Grand Mogul, Furrukhfeer, granted his hr maun for ex¬ 
empting the Englifh from the payment of all duties, their trade was 
very iniignificant, as well as their legal poffeffions of lands, which, as 
we have feen, were by the firmauri circumfcribed within forty begas, or 
about fifteen acres round every factory. At that time, and alfo for 
many years afterwards, even down to the year 1753, it was the cuffoni 
for the Company in Bengal generally to provide their goods upon con¬ 
tracts with the merchants of the country, who received a part of the 
money in advance, which were called dadney-advances. Thefe mer¬ 
chants, who were known by the appellation of dadney-merchants, con¬ 
tracted under penalties, to deliver the goods, at Rated times and prices, 

* ^ ce ® Letter from Lof d Clive and the Se i.ect Committee to the Court of Direc¬ 
tors. ma the Postscript to the Letter of Me(T. Leycester and Gray, Authentic 
Papers, p a g e $ £2* and &ev 
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at the Company’s principal fettlement, and were of courfe amenable to 
the laws of the country when they or their agents were guilty of any 
irregular practices. In that fituation, the detriment accruing to the go¬ 
vernment, from-the great partiality fhewn to the English in preference 
to the Mogul's fiubjeCts, was, as hath been fliewn in another place,- 
comparatively inconiiderable: but the Mogul certainly had no concep¬ 
tion of the height to which that trade would be carried, on which lie 
had granted fo unlimited an exemption from duties. 

The preference granted to the English, gave them g^eat advantages, 
when they came to deal with the weavers in the inland country, where 
the factors and go m aft ah s employed by the Company, on this change 
in the mode of providing their inveftment, were in general treated with 
great refpeCt. This influence incrcafed with the power of the Englifh 
Company ; fo that after the defeat of Serajah al Dowlab, in 17.56, that 
Nabob was made to engage, c< that he or his officers fhould, on no 

account interfere with the gomaftahs of the Englifh; but that care 
t( fhould be taken that their bufinefs might not be obftrudted in any 
“ way.” And thefe gomaftahs fo well availed themfelves of this new 
acquired power, that after the Company, by their-fubftitutes, had made 
their firft Nabob, Jaffier Ally Khawn, in the. year 1757) their blade 
gomaftahs in every diftriCt aftumed a jurifdiCtion which even the autho¬ 
rity of the Rajahs and Zemindars in the country durft not withftand. 
Inftances of this influence, fo detrimental to the country, are to be met 
with in every page of Mr. Vanfltf art’s Narrative. 

In this fit nation of things, as the trade of the Company increafed, 
and with it the inland trade of individuals alfo in a much greater pro¬ 
portion, thofe evils, which at firft; were fcarcely felt, became at laft uni- 
verfal throughout the. Bengal provinces : and it may with truth be now 
faid, that the whole inland trade of the country, as at prefent con¬ 
ducted, and that of the Company’s inveftment for Europe in a more 
peculiar degree, has been one continued feene of oppreflion : the bane¬ 
ful effects of which are feverely felt by every weaver and manufacturer 
in the country, every article produced being made a monopoly ; in 
which the Englifh,. with their Banyans and black gomaftahs, arbitrarily 
decide wh-at quantities of goods each manufacturer fiiall deliver, and 
the prices he fhall receive for them. 

To increafe the amount of the Company’s inveftment or goods for 
Europe, beyond what was lent by his predeceftor, has been the conftant 
endeavour of every fucceeding Governor of Bengal, in order to acquire 
reputatic 1 with the Company. To obtain this increafe great lirici> 
ruefe has been ufed with, and great hardfhips have, been exerciied 
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on the manufacturers, who are in general now monopolized by tile 
Englifli Company and their fervants, as fo many Haves ■, which has oc- 
cafioned frequent complaints from the agents of the French and Dutch 
-Companies, and thofe propofals for a participation of the weavers, of 
which we have taken notice at the conclufion of our eighth chapter. The 
feverities praCtifed towards thefe poor people, who are generally both 
manufacturers and huibandmen, are fcarcely to be deferibed ; for it fre¬ 
quently happens, as we have obferved in another place, that while the 
officers of the collections are diftreffing them one way for their efta- 
biiffied rents, the peons from the Company’s gomaftahs, on the other 
hand, are prefling them for their goods in fuch manner, as to put it 
out of their power to pay their rents. However excufable the oppreffing 
of manufacturers might have appeared in the Company, as merchants, 
while the country belonged to another power, and the profit arifing 
from trade was their only objeCt in view, now, when they are become 
the Sovereigns ©f Bengal, the continuation of fuch a practice can no 
otherwife be confidered than like the idcot-praCtice of killing the prolific 
hen to get her golden eggs all at once. 

But for the better under (landing of the nature of thefe opprefllons, 
it may not be improper to explain the methods of providing an invcji - 
went of piece goods, as conducted either by the Ex povt-wavehoufe-keeper 
and the Company’s fervants at the fubordinate factories, on the Company’s 
account, or by the Engiiffi gentlemen in the fervice of the Company, as 
their own private ventures. In either cafe, faCtors, or agents called go¬ 
maftahs are engaged at monthly wages by the gentleman’s Banyan j there 
being generally, on each expedition into the country, one head goraaftah, 
one mohuree, or clerk, and one cafh-keeper appointed, with fome peons 
and hircarahs ; the latter being for the purpofe of intelligence, or carrying 
letters to and fro, which, for want of regular ports, every merchant does 
at his own expence. Thefe are difpatched, with a Perwanah from the 
Governor of Calcutta, or the chief of a fubordinate to the Zemindar of 
the diftriCts where the purchafes are intended to be made; directing him 
not to impede their bufinefs, but to give them, every affirtance in his 
power. The next rtep is to purchafe a convenient fum in fuch fpecies of 
rupees in the Bazar, at the batta current among the Shroffs, or money¬ 
changers, as will bed anfwer in the intended diftriCts of purchafe, which 
is difpatched for the firft advances to the weavers; and afterwards, 
generally a proportion of fuch goods as it is imagined can be fold ad- 
van tageoufly in the faid diftriCts, and realized in time for the latter ad¬ 
vances, in full, to the weavers, are alfo difpatched, with the Company’s 
duftuck, and configned t-o thefe gomaftahs, Upon the gom art all’s 
3 arrival 
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arrival at the aurung, or manufacturing town, he fixes upon a habitation 
which he calls his Cutcberry, to which, by his peons and hircarahs, he 
fummons the brokers, called Dallals, and Pykaas, together with the 
weavers j whom, after receipt of the money difpatched by his mailer, 
he makes to fign a bond for the delivery of a certain quantity of goods, 
at a certain time and price, and pays them a part of the money in ad¬ 
vance. The afient of the poor weaver is in general not deemed ne- 
ceflary, for the gomaftahs, when employed on the Company’s in veil- 
men t, frequently make them fign what they pleafe; and upon the 
weavers refufing to take the money offered, it has been known they 
have had it tied in their girdles, and they have been fent away with 
a flogging. The Dallals are brokers, who are ufually and neceffariiy 
employed by the gomaftahs, as knowing and having accounts with all 
the weavers of the refpedtive diftridts. They are often as much opprelfed 
as the weavers j but when feparately employed they always make the 
latter pay for it. Under the Dallals, the Pykars are an inferior fet 
of brokers, who manage the minutix of bufinefs between the weavers 
and the Dallals, as thefe laft do with the gomaftahs. A number of 
thefe weavers are generally alfo regiftered in the books of the Company’s 
gomaftahs, and not permitted to work for any others; being tranf* 
ferred from one to another as fo many flaves, fubjeCt to the tyranny 
and roguery of every fucceeding gomaftah. The cloth, when made, 
is collected in a warehoufe for the purpofe, called a Kbaftqh; where it 
is kept marked with the weaver’s name, till it is convenient for the 
gomaftah to hold a Kattah , as the term is, for affordng, and fixing 
the price of each piece: on which bufinefs is employed an officer called 
the Company’s Jachcnddr , or afforter. The roguery practifed in this 
department is beyond imagination, but all terminates in the defraud¬ 
ing of the poor weaver ; for the prices which the Company s gomaftahs, 
and, in confederacy with them, the Jacbenddrs , fix upon the goods, are 
in all places at leaft fifteen per cent, and in fome even forty per cent, 
lefs than the goods fo manufactured would fell for in the public Bazar, 
or market, upon a free fale. The weaver, therefore, defirous of ob¬ 
taining the juft price of his labour frequently attempts to fell his cloth 
privately to others, particularly to the Dutch and f rench gomaftahs, 
who are always ready' to receive it. this occafions the Englifh Com¬ 
pany’s gomaftah to fet his peons over the. weaver to watch him, and 
not unfrequently to cut the piece out of the loom when nearly finifhed. 
With this power and influence, the gomaftahs, in the mean time, are 
never deficient in providing as many goods as they can on their own 

[ B b ] accounts, 
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accounts, and for the Banyans of their EngliAh employers.; which they- 
either fell to the- agents of foreign Companies pn the fpot, or dlfpatch 
to Calcutta with the goods of their conftituents,, tinder cover of the 
fame Company’s duftucks; in either cafe,, if there is any maket at 
all, being fure of a profit on goods, fo provided , of at leaf twenty per 
cent. 

In the time of the Mogul government, and even in that of the Na¬ 
bob All aver dy Khawn, the weavers manufactured their goods freely,, 
and without opprefion; and though there is no fuch thing at prefent,, 
it was then a common practice for reputable families of. the Tanty, or 
weaver caft, to employ their own capitals in manufacturing goods, 
which they fold freely on their own accounts. There is a gentleman, 
now in England, who in the time of that Nabob, has purchaled in the 
Dacca province in one morning eight hundred pieces of muffin at his 
own door, as brought, to him by. the weavers of their own accord. 
It was not till the time of Serajah al Dowlah that oppreflions, of the 
natures now defcribed, from the employing of gomaflahs, commenced 
with the increafing power of the Englifh Company, upon their chang¬ 
ing the mode of providing their inveftment; and the fame gentleman 
was alfo, in Serajah al Dowlah’s time, witnefs to the fa£l of above feven 
hundred families of weavers, in the- diflri&s round Jungulbarry, at 
once abandoning their country and their profeffions on account of op- 
preffions of this nature, which were then only commencing. Since 
thofe days the natives have had no Nabob to apply to in cafes of op- 
preffion,,” but fuch as were the dependent creatures of the Englidi Com¬ 
pany,, againft whom they, could hope for no redrefs. 

'With every fpeeies of monopoly,. therefore, every kind of oppreffion; 
to manufacturers, of all .denominations throughout the whole country, 
has daily increafed; infomuch. that weavers, for daring to fell their 
goods, and. Dallals and Pykars, for having contributed to or connived 
at fuch Tales, have, by the Company’s agents, been frequently feized. 
and imprifoned, confined in irons,, fined confiderable fums of money, 
fogged, and deprived, in the moft ignominious manner, of what they, 
efteein moft valuable, their calls.. Weavers alfo, upon their inability, 
to perform fuch agreements as have been forced-from them by the Com¬ 
pany’s. agents, univerfally known in Bengal by the name of Mut chide ahs, 
have had their goods feized, and fold on the. fpot,. to-make good the 
deficiency: and the winders of raw ftlk, called Nagaads , have been, 
treated alfo with fuch injuftice, that inflances have been known of their 
cutting off their thumbs, to prevent, their being forced to wind filk. 

This 
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This laft kind of workmen were purfued with fuch rigour during Lord 
Clive’s late government in Bengal, from a zeal for increafing the Com¬ 
pany's inveftment of raw filk, that the mod facred laws of fociety were 
atrocioufly violated; for it was a common thing for the Company’s fea- 
poys to be fent by force of arms to break open the houfes of the "Arme¬ 
nian merchants eftablifhed at Sydabad (who have, from time imme¬ 
morial, been largely concerned in the filk trade) and forcibly take 
the NagaaJs from their work, and carry them away to the Engljfli 
factory. 

In this fit nation of the trade in Bengal, exclufive of fuch articles as 
are necenarily provided for the Englifh Company’s inveftment, which, 
as before obferved, is the worft of all monopolies; exclufive of what 
the Foreign Companies are permitted to provide, in order to prevent 
clamours in. Europe (for which goods however fuch Foreigners are 
obliged to pay prices much fuperior to thole given by the Englifli Go- 
maflahs) and exclufive alfo of the little which the honeA private mer¬ 
chant may be able to provide fecretly , the whole inland trade, in almoft 
every thing elfe that the country produces, and even the trade in fome 
principal articles of foreign import, has been carried on as monopolies, 
by a few of the fuperior fervants of the Englifli Company, with their 
Banyans and favourites; and not only every public meafure of late 
years adopted by the government at Calcutta, has been calculated to 
favour the eflablifliment of fuch monopolies, but even the contradictory 
and injudicious orders of the Court of Directors, on fome occafions, from 
a want of * local knowledge, and on others from connivance at the pro¬ 
ceedings of their fervants abroad, or from the ftate of parties in Leaden- 
hall-Areet, have promoted fuch fhameful meafures. 

Among the monopolies thus eftabl idled, two were of fuch a nature, 
that they could not have been invented more deftruCtive to the country 
than they really proved. One was that of fait, beetle-nut and tobacco, 
of which we have particularly treated in our preceding chapter; the 
other was of the cotton imported by fiea from Surat, which tended 
diredly to the ruination of the callico-manufadtories, and in the man¬ 
ner in which it was partly carried on, to the deflruCtion likewife of the 
revenues. This was a combination among moA of the Gentlemen of 

* A retnakable inftance of this want of local knowledge was given before the Honourable Houft 
cf Commons, on the 9th and icth of April 1767, by two Directors of the Company, then examined 
at the bar ; one of whom declared he had been ten years, and the other twenty in the Direttion, 
They had both refpc^ivdy held the Lhair of five Company, and yet declared they did not know the 
Danes had any fettle meat in Bengal; not with (landing their town and f&flory of SeramporCj or Frc- 
jderick nagorej is only about tan Wiles diftant frem Calcutta, upon the river Hoogly. 
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the Couneil at Calcutta, to engrofs as much as they could of the Bom¬ 
bay and Surat cotton. The original concern of what was bought up 
on this monopoly amounted to twenty-five lacks of rupees, or upwards 
of three hundred thoufand pounds fieriing, which they divided in (hares 
among themfelves. The prices of cotton which in Bengal, upon the 
commencement of the monopoly were at fixteen and eighteen rupees per 
maund, of about eighty pounds weight, were foon run up to twenty- 
eight and thirty rupees; but, unfortunately for the concerned, the 
crop of country cotton, fo called by the Englifh, but Capaas by the na¬ 
tives of Bengal, proved at that time very plentiful; and a great quantity 
of cotton was at the fame time alfo unexpectedly imported in a new track 
of trade, from a diftant country down the rivers Jumna and Ganges, 
which greatly prejudiced the fales of the monopolizers. Two expe¬ 
dients were therefore thought of to facilitate the fales of the cotton of 
this monopoly; one, to employ the nominal deputy Nabdb, but in fafi 
the only man in power under the Company’s lervants, Mahomed Reza 
Khawn, at Murfliedabad, to take and diftribute it among the Zemin¬ 
dars; and the other was, by means of the fame mock authority, to 
prevent the importation of the cotton from the upper countries. Ac¬ 
cordingly a considerable quantity was actually fent from Calcutta up to 
Mahomed Reza Khawn, and diftributed among the Zemindars; and on 
the borders of the Bahar province a new and extraordinary duty of 
above thirty per cent, was levied upon the cotton brought down from 
the high country; which was a rood effectual method of preventing its 
introduction into the Bengal provinces. 

The public monopoly next in confequence, as of late praflifed, has 
^ been that of piece-goods fit for the markets of Buflorah, Judda, Mocha, 
Bombay, Surat and Madrafs. Of thofe goods there are many forts 
which the Englifh Company do not deal in ; fuch as, at Dacca, the 
coarfer kinds of Mulmuls, called Anundy, Hyaty, Sonargoung and Sher- 
betty; and at Coffimbazir and Radnagore feveral forts of Sarries, called 
Chappa, Mugga, Tempy, Tarachaundy and MuCfa; alfb Soocies and 
Soocy-farries, Cuttanees and Taffeties, &e. in the provifion of which 
neverthelefs, under the fame influence, like opprefiions are praCtifed as 
for the Company’s invefiment. 

for the difpofal of the goods of this joint concern, another monopoly 
is eftablifhed of the exclufive right of exportation, particularly to Buf- 
forah, Judda and Mocha, which ufed to be the moft profitable voyages. 
For this purpofe, the Governor and Council of Calcutta fit out fhips, 
generally known by the denomination of the freight Jhips y on which the 
goods of this joint-concern are firft fiiipped, and the remainder of the 
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tonnage is filled up on freight. The management of this concern is un¬ 
der the direction of a Member of the Council, who is afting-owner, 
and keeps a warehouse for this purpofe, generally known in Calcutta 
by the name of the freight warehoufe. When one of thefe freight-fhips 
is fet up, no other perfons among the few that can provide goods dare 
attempt to iet up another on the fame voyage, without the permifiion 
of the Governor and Council; nor is any perfon fufFered to load their 
goods on any other fhip for thofe markets, if fuch fhould be permitted 
to be fet up, until the loading of the freight-fhip of the Governor and 
Council be compleated. Frequent infiances have been known of the 
goods of private merchants, even Europeans, but particularly of thofe 
belonging to Armenians, Moguls and Gentoos, being, in confequence 
of this monopoly, flopped on the public road, and by force carried to 
the freight-warehoufe; and the proprietors of luch goods have'been 
obliged, contrary to their wills, to fee their goods fhipped on veflels 
they had not a good opinion of, and going on voyages whofe deftina- 
tion and management were often contrary to their own private fchernes 
of trade: in confequence of which unwarrantable proceedings, thofe 
■merchants have frequently loft their fales, have had their goods damaged, 
left at ports they never defigned they fhould touch at, and have fome- 
times loft even the goods themfelves. Ey all which cruel circum- 
ftances there have been in Bengal many inftances of families of Ar¬ 
menians, principal traders in this branch to Perfia and Arabia,, the for¬ 
mer of which may properly be called their own country, who have been 
totally ruined. 

Among the many methods that have been put in praftice by the Go¬ 
vernor and Council of Calcutta, for fecuring the monopolies of the in¬ 
land trade, though under various fpecious pretences of their being for 
the benefit of the Company-and natives, as well as for public good, the 
following are fome of the moft remarkable. 

Merchants have been fhiftly prohibited from fending Gomaftahs into 
the interior country, to purchafe or provide any goods, without a Per- 
wanah from the Governor of Calcutta. Whithout this Perw^nah, it would 
be in vain to attempt to purchafe, notwithstanding a merchant - ihould 
agree to pay double what is called the government duties •, though in fa ft 
fuch Perwanah, when obtained, would in general be of no fervice to 
the country merchant, without fome fpecial private' proteftion, as the 
bonds called Mutchulcahs , already explained, are in- general taken by 
the Company’s Gomafltahs, from the Weavers and Dallals, throughout 
the whole country. 
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An order of Council was alfo iffued, prohibiting all Englifhmen From, 
quitting Calcutta, or redding at any fubordinate faftory, or in any part 
of the inland country, under a pretence, that they were guilty of op- 
preflions towards the natives. It was laid this reitridfion was by order 
of the Court ofEaft India Directors, and intended to prevent fuch irre¬ 
gularities. Whatever might have been the real motives for this regula¬ 
tion, it was admirably well calculated to favour the eftablilhment and 
continuation of monopolies, and to prevent difcoveries of tranfadbions of 
a more private nature in the inland country, where many fecrets lay 
buried. However, when the * Gentlemen of the Secret Committee, 
who publifbed that order, found it convenient for their bufinefs in fait, 
beetle-nut and tobacco, they did not, as we have {hewn in our laft chap¬ 
ter, hefitate to appoint and ftation, all at once, no lefs than ten English 
gentlemen, as agents, in different parts of the country for the fales of 
lalt. 

After the fadts herein taken notice of, refpedbing the proceedings of 
Black. Gomaftahs, it would be paying a bad compliment to the natives 
of this country to fuppofe, that an Englifh agent could poffibly exceed 
the Blacks in the coramiffian. of every fpecies of enormity : and to fup- 
pofe that Englifh individuals were properly prohibited from redding in 
the inland country of which the English Company were the a&ing 
Sovereigns, on account of any irregulariries they committed, would be 
admitting abfurdities. It would be admitting that the Governors of a 
country could fs.ncy it for the benefit of that country, that it fhould not 
be inhabited by their fellow-fubjedbs, It would be fuppofing that a defpo- 
■tic Sovereign, whole, power is as unlimited as he choofes to make it, 
could not prevent the com million of offences, or duly chaftife the de¬ 
linquents for fuch, when committed even within his own dominions. 
Or elfe, by maintaining the propriety of fuch an order from the Com¬ 
pany, or their Governor and Council of Calcutta, we mu ft admit what 
would not be much to their honour, that they were totally unqualified 
for holding thofe reins of government which they had taken into their 
hands. 

But this reftridtion was no left abfurd in another point of view> for 
it put the Englifhman upon a worfe footing than foreigners in a country 
conquered by his own nation ; fince the Governor and Council there¬ 
by deprived him of that right of loco-motion which, by the law of 

j * gentlemen who concurred in opinion of the propriety of [hat order upon this occafion, 

■ “ “ tt0re gtvwi tluir ie.ui incuts in direct oppofition to Inch a mertfure. See Authentic 1'apeks, 
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nations, they could not reftrain in the French, Dutch, Portugueze, or 
Danes, who have fettlements in Bengal. 

How different the conduct of the Dutch Company ! and what amaz¬ 
ing good,conferences have evidently been produced by contrary mea- 
iiires even at the Cape of Good Hope f In dead of preventing their fel- 
low-fubje£ts from exifting or living in the interior country, their policy 
encourages it to-the utmoff. They have countrymen eftablifhed in the 
inland parts at the di fiance of above fix hundred miles from their chief 
fettleinentj where, by a well-regulated police, a due adminiftration of 
juftice, and the encouragement of agriculture, aflifted with the im¬ 
provements of European artids, they have rendered their colony on’ 
that rocky mountain fo abundant in wine, cattle, grain, and all the 
fruits of the earth, and upon the whole fo beautiful and flourishing, as 
gives occadon for great comparative reproach on the Eaft India Company 

of this Kingdom. 

& * 

But not content with the prohibitions and redriclions of trade within 
the provinces of Bengal, Bahar and Oriffa, the Governor and Council 
of Calcutta, on the 18th May 1768, and we will fuppofe alfo by the' 
authority of the Court of Directors, proceeded to publifh an * edict, 
prohibiting not only the Company’s- fervants and free merchants, but 
every other European under the Company’s protection, as well as ail 
Armenians and Portugueze, or the defendants of Armenians and Portu¬ 
gueze, from carrying on any trade, directly or indirectly, beyond, or with¬ 
out the limits of the laid provinces of Bengal, Bahar and Orifla : and it 
was therein ordained, “ that if any of the perfons deferibed fhould 
“ attempt to tranfport any merchandize beyond thofe provinces, all 
tf fuch merchandize fliould be feized and confifcated, and the gomaftahi 
“ having charge of fuch contraband trade fhould be funijhed with the 
“ utmojl feverity f it being intended by the Governor and Council, as 
was ailed ged, ** that none but . the natives of the country (MuJJulmen and 
Hindoos) fhould enjoy the privilege of that trade" 

To particularize, in a mercantile community, all the grofs abfurdities 
and the injuflice of fuch an order, would be to offer an infult to every 
man of understanding; we will therefore only remark, that this order 
principally contributed to the producing of two ruinous effects; one, 
the prevention-of extending the Company’s Tales of Britifh woollens and 
other ftaple commodities of this kingdom, and the other,, adding to 
the difeouragement of the inland importation of bullion, by leflemng 
all mercantile connections with the merchants of the interior parts of 

* See this Et/itf at large in our Appen dix, No XXIX, page go. 
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Hindoftan. From whence the Company, or their Governor and Coun¬ 
cil, could derive thefe powers of confiication and punifhment, or by 
what authority they could deprive of their natural rights, the Armenians 
and Portuguese eftabliflied in Bengal, who, as well as their forefathers, 
were natives of that country equally with the Mujjuhnen and Hindoos ; 
or with what view they wanted to prevent all trade in the dominions 
bordering upon Bengal, notwithstanding the Princes of fuch adjacent 
countries permitted, encou.raged, and according to the ufages of the em¬ 
pire, could not prevent fuch trade, it muft be hard to account for, un- 
lefs from private lelfifh motives} which latter we are the more inclined 
to believe muft have been the cafe, as the very gentlemen who made 
this reftridive order alio continued their own agents and gonvaftahs in 
the interdicted diftrids. 

In another place we have already obferved, that in former times it was 
cuftomary for merchants from all the inland parts of Alia, and even irom 
Tartary, to refert to Bengal with little elfe than money or bills to pur- 
chafe the commodities of thole provinces. A variety of merchants of 
different nations and religions, fuch as Cajhmeerians *, Multanys, Pa- 
tans. Sheiks , Suniafj'ys , Foggyohs, Betteeas and many others ufed to re¬ 
fort to Bengal annually, in Caffeelahs, or large parties, of many tiiou- 
iands together (with troops of oxen for the tranfport of goods') from 
differentparts of Hindoftan } by which the inland importation of bullion 
into Bengal always far exceeded the whole importation by fea from 
Europe and the gulfs of Periia and Arabia. Thus, by the bad pradices 
of the Company’s agents and gomaftahs in the interior parts, and by 
thofe proceedings of the Company, or their Governor and Council of 
Calcutta which we have now inftanced, all thofe foreign merchants have 
been deterred from approaching the Bengal provinces} and things have 
come to fuch a pafs, that the whole of that advantageous trade is now 
turned into other channels, and probably loft to thofe countries for ever. 

Indeed, as we have before obferved, the proceedings and orders of 
the Courts ofEaft India Diredors refpeding the inland trade of Bengal, 
have, either from the ftate of parties or from ignorance, in general been 
equally deftrudiveof the welfare of thofe countries and the real interefts 
of the Company, with thofe of their late Governors and Councils at 
Calcutta. And in nothing has this been more apparent than in their 

* It was cuftomary for the merchants of Cafhmeer to go and make even fait in the woods 
called Sunktrhttr.d, being at the very bottom of the Bay of bengal : as may be fecti by a letter 
from the Nabob, Coflim Ally Khawn to Governor Vanfutart. See Mr. Vansittait’s Narra- 
TIVEj Voh XI, page i6y, 

orders 
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orders re/peCting the trade in fait; which trade, 'at any rate, has in 
general been looked upon, by mifinformed Eaft India flock-holders, 
as deftruCUve and criminal, though the faCl is, that the abufe of 
it only has been fuch ; for the fair and open practice of it by all men, 
ever dad, and ever mud: contribute to the welfare of the country. Tims 
in their letters to .Bengal, dated the 8th February 1764, and the 19th 
February 1766, the Court of Directors abfolutely prohibited the trade 
in fait to all Europeans whomfoever, redding under their protection, 
though they fliould trade therein with paying the very utmofl: duties, 
and entirely upon a footing with the natives. They like wife, at the 
fame time prohibited «* trade in all other articles that are not for export 
** and import 

The districts belonging to Bengal which produce fait, are only fuch 
places as ate waChed by the influx of the tide from the fea, for about 
fixty miles up the rivers from the bottom of the bay; where it is made 
by boiling an artificial brine filtrated through prepared earth, by a pro- 
cefs very different from what is praCtifed in Europe, or in the other 
parts of India. The reader may fee in the map, that the lands fo 
walked, are thofe to the fouth of Calcutta, and acrofs the bay, from 
Chittigong to Ballafore, all which, including the provinces of Midni- 
pore and Burdwan, excepting Jeflore, Roymungul and a few other 
Pergunnahs dependent on Hoogly, are the lands of the Corppany’s for¬ 
mer grants from the Nabobs of Bengal, pofleffed before the fetting up 
of the farce of the Dewannee. Many of thofe lands produce nothing 
but fait, from which the whole of their revenue arifes ; but from the 
fltuation of the private trade of the country, as already fhewn, as well 
as, in particular, from the fluctuating tenor of orders iffued at Cal¬ 
cutta * relative to this trade, none of the natives would, at that time, 
or even fince, venture to make fait, unlefs privately concerned with, 
or protected by fome gentleman of power and influence in the fervice 
of the Company. 

In this fltuation of the country, or indeed in any other, the wifeft 
meafure the Company could purfue, would have been to encourage, 

without 

* In confluence of repeated orders received fiom the Court of Eafl India Diref or?, the Governor 
and Council of Calcutta, in February 1767, iffued a proclamation, encouraging die natives to make 
fait; and upon the faith of this order many of them engaged in the bufinefs, particularly in the 
woods ; where it is made on low grounds which are ove: flowed upon the rifing of the Ganges, after 
the periodica! rains. In the mean time theDewan or head Banyan of the Governor, and the Banyans 
of fome of^ the other principal gentlemen, who had formed a fociety, and became large purchaCrs of 
the Committee’s fait (although the fame was exprefsly contrary to the fourth regulation of the Com¬ 
mittee, of the September 1766) reprefented to the Committee, that if the new fait was permitted 
to be biought to market before their own was fold off, they (hould be ruined by their bargain with 
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without reft nation, Europeans and others, of all denominations, upon 
engaging to pay the eftabliihed duties, to embark in the bufinefs of 
falt-making; as well becaufe Europeans would be more likely than the 
natives to counteract, if poffible, the monopolizing fpirit of the fuperior 
fervants of the Company, as for the fake of the consequences which mu ft 
naturally follow, viz. the great improvement of the revenues of the fait 
pergunnahs, and the lowering of the price of io principal a neceflary of 
life. Indeed it is amazing, that a commercial body of men, like the Eng¬ 
lish Eaft India Diredtors, "fhould in any fituation think of prohibiting the 
free exercife of trade, according to eftabliihed cuftom, in a commer¬ 
cial country, like Bengal; and particularly when even the profperity 
of their conflituents affairs muft depend on fuch freedom. Every 
prohibition of one fet of men, in favour of another, or the allowing of 
a free trade in fome articles, and laying partial reftridtions on others, 
muft tend to the eftablifhment of mifehievous monopolies; but when 
the interdicted perfons are the rulers, in a diftant country, of fubjedts 
totally dependent and made abjedtly fiibiervient, the illuing of iuch 
prohibitory reftridlions is encouraging colluftons for partial views> fb 
that the very expectation of obedience in fuch cafes becomes not lefs ab- 
furd than the ilfuing of fuch orders is impolitic. It is moreover, in the 
cafes before us, peculiarly difgraceful; for before the Company made 
themfelves Sovereigns there, the work or weakeft of the ancient black 
Nabobs would not have prohibited even any European in Bengal from 
trading in any particular article, fo long as he paid the full duties, and 
conformed to the cuftoms of the land. It is likewife contrary to the 
fentiments and orders of former Courts of Directors; who, as we have 
fhewii in our eighth chapter, allowed of all trade in India, on payment 
of the eftabliftied duties, and only aimed at the prevention of the abufes 
of their firmaun-duftuck ; which, in fadl, was all that they could have 
a right to interfere with. 

the Committee, In confequenee of this reprefemauon, on the i 2th Auguft 1767, there waa another 
proclamation iffued, forbidding the removal of any new made ialt from the ground where it war pro-* 
duced, This was a mod effeitual method of preventing the /ales of the new-made /alt. The lalt- 
makers, called Molunguees, came up to Calcutta in a body 10 petition for liberty to remove their fait 
before the fwelHng of the river; and the wrier has feen above two hundred of them Surround the 
Governor's palanqueen for that purpofe, on the high road* and falling proftrate on their faces before 
him. They were referred to fie Dewax* though the very man a^ainft whom they complained ; and 
before they could obtain an order, their fait was wafhed away. To fhe\v the power of a Gover¬ 
nor's Dewan upon fuch occafions, the reader muft be informed, that at this very time the Vakeel of 
the Rajah of je/Tore* who had come up with the Molunguees, was taken up in Calcutta by the Co¬ 
nor's Dewin, and fent a prifoner into his own province, under a guard of foldiers, where ihep kept 
.him, under a guard, ’till the Dcwan’s bufinefs was 
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As to the other late prohibition of their fervants to trade in any ar¬ 
ticles but what are for export and import, it is a nice diftin&ion, which 
modem Directors alone can explain; for we aftert there is not an article 
of trade in Bengal but what is either an import or an export ; and even 
the article of fait, now under confideration, is in large quantities con¬ 
tinually imported from the Marahtah Pergunnahs about Ball afore and 
Cuttack, from the coafl of Coromandel, and from Perfia. 

The orders of the Court of Directors refpedting duftucks have alfo 
been equally in confident and contradi&ory. At one time they have 
ordered them to be granted to all their covenanted fervants indifcrimi- 
nately, at another they have been allowed .only to thofe above the 
rank of writers; at this time they have ordered the free merchants to 
be indulged with them, and at that, they have dirctfted this indulgence 
to be with-held, according to the narrow or more enlarged notions of 
the leading Directors for the time being. 

The trade of individuals in India muft ever be to the Company’s fpecial 
advantage, and cannot affedt their exclufive trade to and from Europe, 
but advantageoufly; notwithftanding fome people, in order to fcreen 
their own monopolies, have always endeavoured to make it appear per¬ 
nicious to the Company 1 and fuch prohibitions and re {trillions as we have 
juft taken notice of, laid on trade in a commercial country, are, in fait, 
no better than fo many public edidls for the ruin of a people; all fuch 
orders therefore mud: ever be evaded, or their effects will indisputably 
prove fatal. 

Among the variety of iniquitous abufes pracftifed in Bengal and the 
adjacent provinces, to the injury of individu Is and great hurt of trade 
in general, we may properly rank thofe of the fpurious coinages which 
have been made of late years both in the gold and filver fpecies, ex- 
prefsly contrary to law, and apparently for fraudulent purpofes. 

The Englifh Eaft India Company are au-tborjfed by charter and law to 
coin the money of the countries of India in which they have their prin¬ 
cipal fetdements, with the permhllon however of the governing Princes 
of thofe countries, and provided that fuch coinages be made equal in 
weight and hnenefs to the ftandards of the refpedtive ftates. 

There are, in the different part of India, a variety or kinds of gold 
and ftlver money, which only pafs in general currency by their relpec— 
tive intrinfic values. The ftandard coinages of India are called Siccas : 
and whether filver rupees, or gold ones, called Mohurs, all are efti- 
mated according to their intrinfic goodnefs, in proportion to their 
comparative value of gold with filver. The Battas, on the exchange 
of fuch coins, are made in ft rumen ts of great abufe in the hands of 
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the Shroffs, or money-dealers of all kinds, as hath been fhewn in an* 

other place. 

The gold mohurs which were iffued at Calcutta in the year 1765, un** 
der the aufpices Lord Clive and his Seledt Committee, were, by their 
order, made to pafs in value at fourteen diccas, or about iixteen current 
rupees and one quarter; but their circulation at that rate could never 
be made general; fo that they occafioned great embarraflments and,, 
of courfe, frequent heavy Ioffes. The comparative value of gold by 
fiver, above the eftablilhad medium, in thefe gold mohursof the Cal¬ 
cutta mint, was laid to have been originally raifed only fix per cent, and 
two per cent, more was added for coinage-charges... 

The ifluing of them, however, proved the fource of great evils, and 
was very injurious to the Company and: the public, though made pro- 
portionably advantageous to. jobbers. This over-rating, of the value of 
gold foon contributed fo effectually.' to the draining of thofe provinces 
of fiver, , that the Directors in England were, under date of the 3d 
Eebruaryv 1768, informed from the Governor and Council .at Calcutta, 
that it was then difficulty to procure, fiver at that prefldency, in exchange 
even for an hundred gold mohurs,. And under date of the 22d of the 
fame month, it w-as-earneftly recommended to : them, from the faid quar¬ 
ter, “ to confider of fome other means of fupplying China with .fiver,, 
“ than from Bengal.” 

Gold mohurs, at the fame time, for want of fiver rupees, were by un¬ 
avoidable neceffty lent from Bengal to Mad rats, to a nfwer the mod pref- 
fhg exigencies of that fettlement, though it was feen that a very heavy 
lofs would attend fuch remittances; and by the.fame advices the:Direc¬ 
tors were farther informed,, that the lofs at Madrafs on fuch remittances, 
of. the gold mohurs, from Bengal, had been thirteen per cent . as fiver, 
rupees would to that degree have better anfwered. 

The Governor and Council of Calcutta likewife acknowledge, in their 
laid advices to the Direftors,, that they had been greatly disappointed 
in their views-of efiablifhing a gold currency, as with all their infiur 
tnce , it would not pafs in any of the provinces, “ fo wedded were the 
* ( natives to the particular fpecie they had been accufiomed to.” But 
they might have faid,- with more, truth, that the people were wife 
enough not tojuffer themfelves to be cheated in fo grofs, a manner .. 

Private advices of a later date have mentioned, that a great trade 
had been carried on in .Calcutta in difcounting gold mohurs, at eleven 
per cent, at leaf; which was principally carried on by the Banyans of 
lome of the Englifh gentlemen high in office, by means of the common 
Shroffs, Thus the public offices were continually ifluing,gold mohiirs 

and- 
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aritj fame at Ieaft belonging to them were as’ continually receiving quan¬ 
tities of them back again^ with a difcount of profit of eleven per cent, 
and thus* they went on iffuing and receiving, in fuch a degree of ad¬ 
vantage to themfelves, money which had no currency except within- 
the boundaries of Calcutta^ fo that thofe who had payments to make 
beyond; tho/e boundaries were under a neceffity to get it exchanged at 
fo great a Jofs by difcount. To fuch an extraordinary degree was 
this ipurious gold coinage difgraced at laft even in Calcutta, that 
there was once a quantity of them fold at public auction, by the autho¬ 
rity of the Mayors Court, which produced only ten current rupees and 
one quarter amohurj which, admitting the proprietor had originally 
received them 1 at fixteen and one quarter current, rupees each, made no 
lefs a difference than thirty-eight per cent. lofs. 

With regard to the filver coinages of rupees* they are in the feveral 
parts of^ India of different values,, uircots^ which are the moft inferior 
of genuine rupees, and which are now coined as currently in Calcutta 
as in the province of Arcot, are eftimated at eight per cent, better than 
current, or, what is the fame thing, at eight per cent, lefs- than the 
rupees of ftandard weight and finenefs, called Siccas*: and in this 
fpecies of Arcots, the Bnglifh European and- Black troops are- made 
to receive their pay. 

j-zr' m ° n ^- t k < r variety of bafe coinages which have been introduced in 
different diflridts iince the fubverfion of the empire, there is one called 
a. Fiziery-mpee, which is about ten per cent, worfe than Arcots. This 
fpecies was introduced not many years ago in one of the difmembered 
Nabob (hips, whofe Nabob calling himfelf Vizier of the empire, in times 
of d iff refs found himfelf • obliged, for the payment of his troops, to 
blue this fpurious coin, which from him has retained the name of VI- 
ziery rupees; and from the confufion introduced, with the univerffl 
difregard of the laws of the late-empire, the practice has been too much 
followed fince, by fuch as have had opportunities-and want of conference 
enough to acquire-wealth by fo doing. 

Among rhofe who have praflifed this fpecies of robbery, the flibfti- 
tutes and dependents of the Engli/h. Eaft India Company have not been 
leaf! diftinguifhed ; and we have had. even the Bany&ts of our military 
gentlemen become mailers- of the mints at Banaras and Illahabad, in 
which Vizienes h ave been coined under the very noie of our Grand 
Mogul, not only for the.robbing of the poor ioldiers, by paying them in 


* f n J Calcutta Sicca ftiould weighydivt. i igr. -f'J. and in finenefs fh6uld be 
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Vizieries' inftead of good Arcots, but, as it is faid, even for the pay¬ 
ment of the penfion to the Great Mogul himfelf ; who, notwilh (landing 
his title of King of the World, has found himfelf reduced to the neceffity 
of exercifing Imperial patience, and of fuffering the injury ynrefen ted. 

Whatever propriety there might be, iince thofe provinces became 
the property of the Britifh Bate, in the Company’s or their fubftitutes 
and dependents coining money in Bengal, independently of the fu- 
preme executive power of this kingdom, yet certainly, to make coin¬ 
ages that were againft law, becaufe not according to the ftandards of 
thofe countries, and to obtrude even government-payments with them 
at fraudulent valuations, muft have been high crimes and mifdemean- 
ours, if not actually high treafon; which latter is the only crime that 
by law cannot be tried in India. But furely thefe fhould be conhdered 
as practices that ought effectually to be prevented in future. 

Upon the whole, it may with truth be afferted, that the monopolies 
which have been of late eftablifhed, and the ruinous practices and re¬ 
gulations that have been introduced and enforced in Bengal by the 
Englifh Eafl India Company and their fubftitutes with refpeCt to trade, 
are haftening on that deftruftion of the manufactories there which had 
its firft beginning in the irregularities of ufurping Nabobs, and the depre¬ 
dations of the Marahtahs. They have for feveral years paft been de- 
crealing in quality and advancing in price, while many manufac¬ 
turers of ail denominatious have, by unparalelled oppredions, been 
driven from their callings and country. 

We have feen all merchants from the interior parts of Alia effectually 
prevented from having any mercantile intercourfe with Bengal, while, 
at the fame time, the natives in general are in fact deprived of all trade 
within thofe provinces, it being wholly monopolized by a few Company’s 
fervants and their dependents. In fuch a fituation, what commercial 
country can flourish ? or who can be at a lots to account for that de- 


f By the Gentoo-sccotmfrs, the former maoufaSares in Bengal were incomparably finer than any 
thing now produced. There was a fort of Muflin called Ahraam which was maimfaciimd foJely for 
the ufe of the Emperor’s fcragjjo, apiece of which, colling 400 rupees, or 50J. Aerling., is laid to 
have weighed only five Sicca rupees* and if fpread upon wet grafs to have been fcarcely vtfrble. 
They amufe ns with two llories as am i nil a nee of the finenefi of this cloth. One, that the Emp. 
rftrrengxebe was angry with his daughter for fhewing her fein through her cloaths ; whereupon 
the young princes remonftrated in her jollification, that Hie had feven j&mahi or fults on; and 
another, that in the Najbob AlUverdy Khawrfs time, n weaver was chaftifed and turned o t of 
the c ty of Dacca For his negled, in not preventing his cow from eating up a piece of 
which he had pread and carekfUy left on the graia. 
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creafe of the Company’s creditand the great fcarcity of current 
ipecie in Bengal ? which laft, though greatly promoted of late years by 
different drains, fuch as that of the treafures carried out of the provinces 
upon the flight of the Nabob Coflim Ally Khawn, the exportations to- 
China and the other parts of India, the fufpenfion of importations from 
Europe, and the introduction at Calcutta of the above-mentioned over¬ 
rated bafcgold coin ; yet, as they had their beginning in, fo their con¬ 
tinuance is owing chiefly to the obftruCtions of the original jfprings of 
commerce, and the great oppreflion of the xnduftrious part of the 
natives. 

While the Company and their fubft flutes, by a fubverfion of the 
rights of mankind, in the unrestrained exercife of every fpecies of vio¬ 
lence and injuftice, are thus differed to monopolize, not only the ma¬ 
nufactures but the manufacturers of Bengal, and thereby totally repel 
that far greateft influx of wealth which ufed to flream in from the com¬ 
merce of Alia; and like wife, by every method they can fafely praCtife, 
obftruCt the trade of the other European § nations with thofe provinces, 
which is the only other inlet of wealth they poflibly can have, and at 
the fame time, while they are continually draining off from thence 
immenfe fums annually for China, Madrafs, Bombay and other places, 
the confluences cannot prove other than beggary and ruin to thofe 
ineftimable territories. 

Thefe are circumftances- that fhould ferve to awaken the ftrong at¬ 
tention even of the proprietors of Eaft India flock, as well as of the go¬ 
vernment; who fliould pay no regard to the confident aflertion, that 
fo long as the Ganges runs through Bengal, the inhabitants will not 
quit that country. The Ganges is equally, nay more venerated in other 
countries to the northward of Bengal and Bahar, where the Hindoos, 
who are only one part of the people, may equally follow the rites of 
Brimha their law-giver: befldes, experience evinces the falflty of fuch 
an affertion. 

The Company ought not to ereCt, or fuffer others to eftablifh any 
monopolies in Bengal; but fliould fo regulate matters as to feek their 
own advantage in the profperity of the country. Such can be the only 
juft, the only fafe policy to adopt; without which the poffeflion of that 

% The Company’s Bengal bonds have been difeounted in Calcutta at upwards of fourteen per 
«nt. 

§ The neceflity of encouraging fuch trade with other European nations on this vety^ principle, and 
like wife for other prudential reafons, was feen and acknowledged even by Lord Clive in the year 
1765; as may be feen by his letter to the then Directors, Authentic Papers concerning 
India Affairs* Pages zB and 29. 
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country, with all its natural refources, will foon become burthenfotae, 
in fie ad ot being advantageous to the Company or the nation. 

Such are the bad effeds of evil caufes, which are now operating very 
iafi towards the ruin of the Bengal provinces ; fo evidently, as when 
brought to a fevere teft, which mull foon be the cafe, even Diredors 
cannot, nor will dare to deny. If fucceffive fets of Directors have 
been ignorant of thefe fure effeds of caufes, they have thereby fhewn 
Siiemielves to be unqualified for their Rations i but if they were able to 
trace them out, or were timely apprized of the evils, and negleded to 
act honourably from fuch knowledge, they will have then proved them- 
ielves unworthy of their truft, and muft deferve to be confidered as the 
betrayers of it. 

It remains to be feen from the effeds of time, what falutary meafures 
towards the cure of prefent exifling, and the prevention of dreaded 
evils in future, have been or may hereafter be adopted from the wif- 
dom ot Diredors ; but however the temporary proprietors of Eaffc India 
Rock, or iuch as have an intereft in the Company’s affairs feparate 
rrom that of the public, may think and ad on thefe matters, it fhould 
be greatly hoped, by every real well-wifher to this kingdom, that go¬ 
vernment will take the prefervation and improvement of thefe Afiatic 
dominions, .which it is conceived would be no very hard talk, into their 
mod lerious confideration, while there is yet time for making pre¬ 
ventive remedies efficaciouily to operate. The critical period cannot 
now be far didant; fo that longer delays may render the application of 
refiorative means ineffed.ua/, becaufe unfortunately made too late. 
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C II A P. XV. 

On the Nature and Defects of the CONSTITUTION of 
the ENGLISH EAST INDIA COMPANY. 


O F all political tyrannies, the Ariftocratic is worft, having ever 
been found, from experience, the raoft partial and opprefiive. And 
of all Ariftocracies, perhaps a trading one is lead indurable, from being 
moft likely to abufe power ; as was frequently verified in ancient times, 
and in later ages has been practically exemplified in Venice and Genoa. 

The Dutch Eaft India Company is Ariftocratic in its executive * but 
then it is the fubjeCt of a Democratic Trading-ftate, which has eftablifhed 
fuch effectual checks on all entrufted operative powers in India, as ferve 
fully to prevent both executive oppreffion, and the rapine of individuals. 

The Englilh Eaft India Company was originally intended to be a merely 
trading community, being firft inftituted by Queen Elizabeth’s charter of 
the 20th December 1600, expreflly “ for the honour of the nation, the 
,, increafe of navigation, and the advancement of tiade and merchandize 
<< within the Bntifti dominions ; for the increafe of the Riches of the People 
“ and the Benefit of the Commonwealth And indeed this Company, by 
its conftitution, is as unfit to exercife * Sovereign authority, as by the con- 
ftitu tion of the kingdom irmuft be unqualified either to acquire or poffefsit. 

The Company are inftitutionally a Democratic body, the fupreme 
power, even over the management of their commercial concerns, being 
placed, at large, in the hands of all proprietors who have five hundred 
pounds ftock: and fo entirely popular is the government of this com¬ 
mercial community, that any nine proprietors who are qualified for vot¬ 
ing at their meetings, or general courts, can at any time iequne and 
procure the affembUng of the whole body, for fpecified bufinefs; where 
a majority of the members are entitled to demand whatever informations 
or infpeCtions they pleafe; to regulate dividends, to eftablifli bye-laws 
and refolutions, and to order their being carried into execution by their 
fubftitu tes, the Twenty-four Dire£ors, w'ho are annually chofen ; pro¬ 
videdfuch ’regulations be conformable to the Company s charter , and not re¬ 
pugnant to the laws of the kingdom. 
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quell or grams from the I a dun Princes, See our Appendix i Q- ‘W* \ ■ * 
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Such is the conflitution of this incorporated community j which is 
fuitable to the nature and ends of its inllitution, being the employment 
of the joint flock in commerce, to their own advantage, and at the 
fame time to the benefit of the Rate. The exclufive right of trade 
granted to them was for the fake of encouraging a new and important 
branch of commerce that might prove beneficial to the kingdom, and 
which was not likely perhaps, at that time, to be properly undertaken 
or profecuted on any other conditions : and this in fadt is the only confli- 
tutional reafon that could ever be advanced to authorize the granting 
of fuch exclufive rights by charters. While this incorporated body of 
merchants* therefore,' were profecuting trade in purfuit of their own 
intereft, they were likewife to be confidered as afting in trull for the 
public, under the protection, infpedtion; and control, of Government; 
becaufe, like that which is carried on: between Great Britain and' every 
other country, the commerce with India is the commerce of the Hate. 

So long as the concerns of the Company continued purely commercial, 
and while in India they were fubje.dt: to the control, of the Indian Go¬ 
vernments, the powers they were entrailed with, under the authority 
and protection, of the Crown-of Great Britain, for the government of 
thofe fettlements which they were authorized to eftablilh in fuch remote 
countries, for the better carrying on of: their trade, might be confidered 
as fafe and requifite.. The Rake then principally hazarded was the pro¬ 
perty of a trading communityj who had no other views or expectations 
than of the profits arifing from their commerce, in their management of 
which there could’ he little pretence for Government’s interfering: 
though it mull be confelfed the power which the Company were autho¬ 
rized to exercife in India was, even foon after their fxrft eftablilhment, 
too frequently abufed by grofs afts of injuftice and oppreffion ; fuch as 
appear to have been fuccefllvely continued down, with great increafe, to 
the prefent times.. 

But the circumllances of this Company have within a few years pall 
become greatly different from, what they were, or-could be forefeen 
either at the firfl grant;, or on any renewal of their charter. By the forces 
of the Company,, in. conjunction with thofe of the Kingdom,, immenfe 
territories have been acquired in. India; And though of right they can. 
only belong to the State, yet hitherto they have been with-held by, or 
rather have been farmed to the Company, together, , in fad, with the 
perfons- and rights of their numerous inhabitants, for a flipulated annual, 
consideration : fo that the Company now poflefs and exercife in thofe 
territories, not only all their prior commercial privileges, but likewife 
all the powers of defpotic Sovereignty, equally over their fellow 
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European fobjefts and the helplefs* fubdued Afiatics; there being no 
courts of juftice, in thofe countries, that are effectual for the due pro¬ 
tection of either. 

The following are therefore now become interefting objects of con¬ 
fide ration. Whether the protection and government of fuch extenfive, 
populous and wealthy provinces as may be faid to conftitute a great 
empire, and the management and appropriation of a yearly revenue of 
feveral millions fterling, can wifely or fafely be intrufted, as at prefen r, 
without adequate checks on the part of the Crown and People, to the 
care of a fluctuating. Democratic community of traders ; compofed not 
only of the native lubjedts of Great Britain, but like wife of aliens of all 
countries and religions ? And fuch confiderations as thefe are the more 
neceflary at prefent, as the very ftock of this Company, with all the 
powers and rights annexed to it, may, in efFeCt, be engrofied by com¬ 
bining proprietors. From what we have feen, it may even be appre¬ 
hended, that one man might obtain the command of the Company, by 
dint of wealth perhaps acquired in its fervice ; and by a dextrous ma¬ 
nagement of fplit ftock, among temporary proprietors, get voted in his 
own favour wlaatfoever he pleafed. Even foreigners may combine, 
and by engrofling much ftock, perhaps influence fuch meafures as would 
endanger the Afiatic territorial pofleffions, and therewith the Lidia trade 
of this nation. At a critical feafon they might poffibly be made inftru- 
ments for even difturbing the peace of Europe, and thereby expofe to 
hazard the future power and welfare of this kingdom. 

Whatever view we take of the conftitution of the India Company, to 
whom thofe Indian territories, and with them no inconftderable portion 
of the national influence and power in Europe are intruded, it muft ap¬ 
pear, that fuch poflefllons are of too much confequence to be abandoned 
to twenty-four Diredlors, who, it may be feared, are on many accounts 
but ill qualified for the entire management of concerns of fuch infinite 
importance, being generally elefted by the combinations and intrigues 
of a few monied men, who may be actuated by no better motives than 
the acquifirion of power and influence to themfelves, and of rapid fortunes 
to their families, dependents and creatures. And indeed^ the general 
prevalency of the Houfe-Lifts of candidates at Elections for Directors, 
and of Houfe-Qu<’Jiions, carried by the Houfehold ‘Troops, at moft of the 
general courts, might ferve to convince us, that thofe Minifters of the 
Company, after they are fo chofen, become in reality its Mafters ; though 
perhaps on fome occafions they may a£t as the mere tools of fuch indi¬ 
viduals as helped to exalt them, and who in fo doing had their own 
diftin£t interefts in view. 

[ Dd 2 ] 
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feat whether the Direflors efl tinder the influence of others or not, 
tvhen we confide,' what they have at their d.fpofal both m England and 
India ■ where there is & much to bellow, and confequemly lo much to 
nrdiiiri in the civil, military and maritime departments! & many 
Srcnc! to be given in a variety of employments, and likewife m 
almoit all hinds of dealings ; where the whole quantity of flock is fo 
limited, and of courfe the number of proprietors qualified for voting fo 
Snail; while the requifite property for candidateflnp foi the Diredtioiys 
fo inconfiderable, in comparifon with the many advantages that may be 
reared and the gratifications that can be conferred s and when it is 
farther confident how much India flock ufu.lly belongs to foreigners 
abroad, to women, minors, and fitch proprietors as are not qualified for 
voting in the affemblies of the Company j when we confider all thefe 
circumflances together, the proofs daily given of the undue influence 
poffeffed by the Direfiors over the general body of voters, can excite in 

us no wonder, , ^ - * 

Thus thou ah in conftitution the Company is a Democracy, it is, 

from corruption, become in practice a mere Oligarchy. A majority of 
the twenty-four Direftors can exercife fuch defpotic powers as operate 
without limit both in Europe and Afia* not only over the property of 
that refpetfable body the real Proprietors, (which ought ever to 
be diftinguifhed from the cabals of the avaricious and ambitious) but 
likewife over the fortunes of all men who engage in the Company a 
fervice* And this power they no Iefs exercife over the people, the re- 
venues, the internal trade and external commerce of a very confider- 
able part of India, than over what they for fo long a time have pof¬ 
feffed, the whole traffic of this kingdom with the eaftern quarter of the 

^ Yet great as we know the power of Directors to be in Europe, we 
likewife know, that there have been, and may believe there ftill are 
fuch defpots in the fervice of the company abroad, as dare not only to 
interpret the orders of their employers as may bed ferve their own pur¬ 
pofes whether in the eftablifhment of fuch monopolies as are grievous 
to the native people, injurious to trade and freedom, and greatly hurt¬ 
ful to the Company; but even peremptorily to difpute them mofl abfo- 
lute injunaions, and likewife to abufe the powersi which are only in¬ 
truded to them for good purpofes, by grofs perveriions of jaijee, / - 
lations of law and eftabliffied cuftom, arbitrary and unconfhtut- 1 
applications of military force, and even the exercife of wanton t\ i.ny 
for the worft of purpofes. At the fame time we behold the mipot ncy 
of power, if the expreffion may be allowed us, or the force o± wiaMS 

3 ' 4 


213 


ON INDIA AFFAIRS. 

word- to be fiich on this fide of the ocean, that not one delinquent in 
India is brought to jufiice in Europe : nor do we hear of any kind o. 
vedrcfs having been ever otherwife than reluftantly granted, by Directors, 
to fuch unhappy people as had been barbaroufly trampled on wantonly 
perfeeuted, cruelly Dripped, exiled, or even ruined ; not only without 
proved guilt that deferved puni/hment, or without trial of any kind, 
but even without fo much as the open accufation of a mildemeanor ! 
While on the contrary, we have feen the very opprefiors of innocent 
men, not only carefi'ed, but even affoclated in the Dlreflion foon after 
their arrival; while uncommon induftry has been ufed to ft me accufa- 
tions or even to bear down, by power, the fuffertng complainants of: 
injury and oppreffion. Inftances of condudt, which have ierved to re¬ 
mind the generous and humane, of the pro-conftdar ravages that were 
pradtil'ed in the Roman provinces, and of the applications that were 
afterwards ineffedually made either for jufiice or redreis, to the tem¬ 
porary Directors of public affairs in Rome, the feat of universal- empire, 
during the Jafl, luxurious, corrupt and rapacious Rages of that once 

glorious, but then degenerated and linking Commonwealth, 

Since their affuming the Dewannee, the views confequent of conqueft 
feem to have fo engroffed the attention of this Company, or rather of 
thofe who ad for them, that they appear to have been as regardlefs of 
the true commercial interefls of the kingdom as they have fhewn them- 
felves inattentive to adts of jufiice, on complaints of the word abufes 
of power: for, not with/landing the great mcreafe of their dominion, 
power and influence, there has been little, if any increafe m the fries 
of Britifh woollens in Bengal. The Turkey trade m this branch is- 
known to have greatly declined of late years, mfomuch that the clothiers- 
who manufadture white cloths have principally depended on the exporta¬ 
tion to India, and are quite at a Hand when the India Company ai m 
the quantity ufually exported by them. The trade in broadcloths from- 
hence to India is all, except in the merefl trifles, firmly prohibited to 
all dependents on the Baft India Company, from the general pradtice, 
which indeed is common to all monopolies not to clog markets with- 
commodities, in order the better to fupport their prices. Nevcrthelefs, 
without the abilities of confummate politicians, or even the knowledge 
of the mofl experienced merchants, fuch regulations might be made 
and fuch undertakings encouraged as would ioon double the tales of 
broad cloth, and the other woollen manufactures of this kingdom in 
Bengal: and certainly nothing could be more laudable than the purfmt 
of every juft meafure that could be invented to encourage and increafe. 

the confumption of fuch articles, ^ fen Able 
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A fcnfible writer*, not long ago, took on hnnfelf the talk of reprc- 
fenting the neceflity there had become of feparating the territorial and 
commercial powers in Bengal, as much for the fecurity of the Company 
as the advantage of the Rate. His ientiments concerning the Com¬ 
pany were the following. ** That it is itfelf afubjeft, poRefling neither 
ft fupreme legiflative or judicial authority over its own inRitution of 
“ fellow fubjeds, for the government of thole dominions; which re- 
preientative it can neither properly dhed, reRrain, controul, or 
“ infped; and that fuch a fubftitution is, therefore, abfolute, delpotic 
■«* and arbitrary in the execution'of its Sovereign triift. That the Com- 
u pany is a Sovereign in the capacity of a merchant, and accordingly 
•« adds there in that double capacity j and that thole who ad under 
“ them are defpots and merchants, as well for themfelves as the Com- 
** pany : which are circumRances that mufl prove deftrudive to a com- 
** mercial country. That, being a fubjed* depending on the govern- 
■ iC ment of the country in which it relides for its own protection and 
“ exigence, it is totally devoid of that quality which conRitutes the very 
“ end and being of government, which is protedion.” 

He then proceeds to deferibe the Company’s artificial government of 
Bengal, which is by pretending to hold an office under the Mogul, 
who was in fad their priloner, unacknowledged as fuch but by them¬ 
felves, thofe under their influence, or fuch as have like motives; and a 
Nabob without power, who is dependent on them for fuppoft. Of 
•thefe, but more particularly the latter, and of the bafe ufes they make of 
him, there needs no more to Be faidhere, but that he is forced to cover, 
and too frequently, in efFed, to perpetrate even the moR unwarrant¬ 
able adions. 

He reprefents the real government of that country to be in the hands 
of young European fervants to the Company; on whofe proceedings 
the government of this kingdom appears to beRow very little attention, 
while they are fubmitted to by the native? with the mod timid refig- 
iiatien, and are but little under the controul even of their maRers, the 
India-Diredors ; becaule many ol them may be fuppoled to depend 
chiefly, for fupport, on their interefl at home. But Ihould the very 
worR punilhment in the power of Diredors be inflided on a Governor, 
or other great and fuccefsful man, which is diflniffion from the lervlce, 
it is but what he was prepared for : “ being ready,” fays our writer, 
“ to embark, with a princely fortune for his moth or-country, where he 
fets the Company at defiance; feeing, that in an ordinary court 

* The Author of The True Alarm, PuPliftied by Almri in 1770. 
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« of juftice they can convift him of nothing more than an error of 
“ judgment 

Having already treated of the prefent ftate of juilice in Bengal, we 
/hall only here obferve, that with refpeCt to criminal juftice, the Go¬ 
vernor and Council are, in fluff, the parties to profecute, the magi- 
flrates to imprifon, the judges to fentence, the Sovereigns to order 
execution, and fuch defpots. in authority, that no grand or petit jury 
dares venture to difoblige them ; while for decifions refpeCting property 
they have, as we have before /hewn, the appointing of the judges, 
who decree without juries, and likewife the power of difplacing them 
on any exhibited complaint made to themfelves, which it will readily be 
fuppofed they can with facility at any time procure. So like wife 
they can. caufe what kinds of juftice they pleafe to be executed on the^ 
unprotected natives ; and /hould any of them, againft the will of their 
arbitrary rulers, but dare to avail themfelves of their right to appeal to 
the laws of England for juftice,- they can, and do forcibly deliver them 
up into the hands of their creature of a Mock-Nabob, ** who (as the 
« writer* I aft quoted obferves) punctually and literally executes bis 
<< orders. And thus (continues our author) we find this fhadow of a 
«« Nabob-ferves to effectually exclude the natives of that country from. 
w the privilege of the Englifh laws.*’ 

With refpeCt to commerce and internal trade, which are the chief 
fources of wealth and power to a nation, as they likewife are of pro- 
fperity to individuals, the whole of both, in Bengal, are in efteCl mono¬ 
polies, either in the hands of the Company or thofe of its fervants : the 
former, from, being the only merchant or commercial importer and ex¬ 
porter, is of courfe the exclufive buyer and feller from or to Europe,, 
on felf-prefcribed conditions, at leaft as far as regards BritHh com¬ 
merce; and likewife is greatly preferiptive, in effeCt, with refpeff ur 
the reft. The advantages of one buyer over many fellers, and of one 
feller over many buyers, is no other than the acquifition of a doubly-- 
monopolizing power over the property of a whole people, and there¬ 
fore dangerous alike to the welfare of individuals and the profperity ot 
a country; but of courfe muft prove greatly more fo when united, as 
at prefent in Bengal,, with unlimited fovereignty. 

With re/peCt to the latter, we mean the fervants of the Company, 
they direCtly or indirect ly monopolize whatever branches they- pleafe o 1 
the internal trade of thofe countries, whether of provifions and the ne- 
aeftaries of life, or the raw materials for manufacturing : in which -kinds 


* The: True Alarm, Page 33. 
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of commodities, without full freedom of dealings, no country can ever 
be made, or kept profperous; nor will a trading one in fuch a iituation 
long fubfift; as, if ipeedy remedies be not applied, the Company and 
this nation mud, and will very foon experience, in the fatal efteCts of 
the evils refulting from fuch a conduit, on the manufactures, revenues 
and trade of the fubjeCted Bengal provinces. 

Many of the evils under which Bengal has laboured for fome years 
pad, as we have obferved in another place, may truly be faid, in a 
great meafure, to have originated in Leaden-hall-{treet, from the igno¬ 
rance, or worfe, of Directors; from the coptinual changes and fluctuat¬ 
ing date of that Court, as well as of the Gfeqeral Court of Proprietors; 
and for want of a permanent fyftem of government adequate to the 
altered date of the Company’s affairs in thofe diftant regions. No 
dronger proof can be given of the defective conditution of this Com¬ 
pany, or of the incompetency of the Courts of Directors, than the very 
neceflity which the prefent Court have thought themfelves under of 
having recourfe to the expedient offending Supervifors to India; which, 
after all, unlefs a fyftem be adopted very different from any we have 
hitherto feen, will moft probably prove as ineffectual as every other 
merely temporary expedient has done in India affairs, or any others. 

The temptations to and the opportunities which the fituatlon of the 
Company have afforded of late years for the fudden acqaifition of wealth 
and power, both at home and abroad, have been great and numerous, 
and fuch as few men have the virtue to withdand; while they have 
ferved to eftablifh a variety of ipterefts, combating each other, among 
all ranks of perfons interefted in the fociety, diftinCt from all profpeCts 
of advantage from the joint trade, and even often repugnant to the 
interefts of the nation. While fuch continue to be the fituation and 
government of the Company, it will be contrary to reafon, the nature 
of the human paffions, and indeed of all experience, to expeCt other 
management, or other confequences, let whatever fet of men be in the 
direction of their affairs, either in England or India. Upon the whole, 
the Company, in its prefent iituation, may be compared to a ftupendous 
edifice, Suddenly built on a foundation not previoufly well examined or 
fecured, inhabited by momentary proprietors and governors, divided by 
different interefts oppofed to each other; and who, while one fet of them 
is overloading the fuperftruQure, another is undermining its foundations. 


CHAP. 


ON INDIA AFFAIRS-, 


217 


CHAP. xvr. 

CONCLUSION. 

A FTER Co ample a difcufljon of the various fubjeds of thefe foeets 
under didin d heads, we {hall now proceed to draw certain im¬ 
portant concludons from the whole, and then fubmit a few curfory ob- 
fervations to the confideration of the public. 

It may be deemed ridiculous in any man to fuppofe, that a far-diftant 
country will be long kept in peaceable fubjedion by any other ties than 
juftice, humanity and convenience. Even ancient Rome, when {he 
was miftrefs of the world, could not, with all her armies, fecure the 
peaceable fubmiffion of any diftant provinces, and particularly thofe of 
Alia, under a rapacious and oppreffive government. By no means, 
but fuch as are attradive of good-will, can hundreds keep themfelves 
in fecurity againft millions, nor will any fuppofed difference in the na¬ 
tural, or acquired vigour of mind or body, warrant opinions of fafety 
againft fuch odds in numbers. 

After perufing the feveral cafes and accounts of tranfadions which 
are contained or referred to in the preceding chapters, the reader will 
hardly entertain a doubt, whether the mere will of power has not been 
the foie rule of judice in Bengal, either with refped to dominion, pro¬ 
perty, perfonal fafety, or the inflidion of punifoments next to death P 
or whether the Prefident and Council, or whatever kind of junto has 
of late years been appointed to rule at Calcutta, by the Court of Di- 
redors in London, have not there exercifed fuch unbounded defpotiihi 
as was wholly incompatible with the laws of this kingdom, thofe of 
humanity, or fuch as would be thought intolerable even in Turkey or 
Barb ary ? 

It can no longer be doubted, that the pretence of governing Bengal 
by a Nabob, under a Great Mogul, is a mod: fcandalous impofition, 
thofe puppets of fovereignty being no other than pen Ron ed inftruments 
of impodure and tyranny : while the annual charge upon the revenue 
for the fupport of thofe pageants in fway, has at one time been above 
a million derlingj though perhaps thofe dedudions from the Com¬ 
pany’s income have been made, in no incor.fiderable degree, a fund in 
reverfion for the private purfes of the governing Europeans in thofe 
countries: and while the wretched, innocent natives, bereft of every 
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protection from the juftice of their own country, have thereby alfo been- 
effectually deprived of their indisputable right of appeal to the laws of 
this kingdom, againft the ruling fervants of the Company or thofe de¬ 
pendent on them. 

It has been clearly made- evident, that for the lait fix years paft very 
oppreffive monopolies have been eftabhfhed by the chief fervants of the 
Company in Bengal and its dependencies;, fo that not only, the whole of 
the inland trade, which was ever free by the constitution of thofe coun¬ 
tries to all who would pay the eftablifoed duties, but even the very coaft- 
ing trade, in many particulars, have alike been made jobs, and partially 
enorofTed, to the obftruCtion and injury of the many, for the enormous 
advantage of the few ; that the monopoly of the inland trade, as now 
exercifed on account of the Company itfelf, is become the moft' grievous 
and oppreffive of all others, as it is under the fanCtion of their pur- 
chaies, that all opprefiions in this department.are effected; that ffich 
monopolies exclude even trie very natives from all free trade, whofe 
fituations are rendered the more in Supportable, as the very public re¬ 
gulations made for the eftabliftiment of thofe ruinous monopolies are, 
pretended to be made for their benefit. It is true, that feme appearance 
of freedom in exports has always been preferved in the fubjeCted Bengal 
provinces : but yet there have been fuch obstructions and embarrafl- 
ments in dealings, and fuch monopolizing of workmen, as long ago oc- 
caffoned great complaints to be made by the French, Dutch and Danes, 
The caufes of them ftill exift, to the great grievance of the people, and 
die no lefs injury of the country; while feme of the known confe¬ 
rences of thofe evils have been, the 16 fs of foreign trade on the back- 
parts of the provinces, from which great wealth was formerly derived 
to them ; the leffening of a Similar refource from the trade of the other 
difgufted companies, and fo great a fcarcity of money in circulation,, 
as, if the. draughts from thence for China, and the other parts of Lidia 
be continued, will fdon leave thofe provinces in want of a Sufficiency of 
ipecie to ferve even .as a medium for dealings. 

Nor lefs’ apparent has it been made, that power, law and juftice, as. 
well as trade, all’operate.as monopolies in Bengal; by which means 
the manufactories are going to destruction, and population is decreas¬ 
ing, to the great leffening of the revenues of thofe countries; while the- 
very revenues have been fo mifmanaged, wafted,, or misapplied,. as to 
make even the poffeffion.of. empire menace the Company with diftrefs, 
if* riot ruin. 

Equally certain has it been- made appear, that every principle of true 
policy lias been inverted in practice, not only to the - unfpeakable.injury^ 
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of the natives, but the effectual dilcouragement, nay ruin of European 
fettlers : though on the moft ample protection of the former all profpe- 
rity muft; depend, as fecurity will, in a great meafure, on the encou¬ 
ragement and increaie of the latter. Our hr ft after tion is felf-evident; 
and in fome degree the other has been heretofore experienced, when 
the trading fettlers, as well as the civil fervants, on feveral occasions 
voluntarily took up arms in the caufe of the Company. Lord Clive long 
ago * informed the Court of Directors, that no dependence could ever be 
placed on the powers of the country for any thing but treachery, and, 
fhould a favourable occafion offer for it, the worft of all treatment. 
And indeed, in future times of war and danger, it may be found im- 
pofiible for the Company to keep up European forces fufficient for all 
kinds of fervice, in the conquered provinces, without promoting the 
free emigration of Britifh fubjeCts to India. 

On the principle of defence, therefore, it would be the higheft wif- 
dom in the Company to give every poffible encouragement to their 
fellow fubjeCts at all times to go and fettle under their protection in 
Bengal: as an extenfive population that is interefted in the defence of 
a country, muft naturally be its moft fafe and effectual fupport; as 
well againft foreign invaders, as fuch natives as may be inclined to re¬ 
volt. But we have feen the oppoftte policy, with refpeCt to thofe coun¬ 
tries, uniformly purfued abroad; while the prefent Directors, contrary 
to former practice, have adopted a fyfle m of even difeouraging the 
emigration of free merchants and free manners to India; which ftiould 
we attribute to ignorance, ft would be fuppofing them unqualified for 
the direction; and if to defign, it might be confidered as an indirect 
accufation of their wilfully favouring fuch monopolies and abufes as 
are ever the fruits of the worft kinds of goverment; nay it might even 
lead to the fuppofition, that fuch abufes could be made the means of 
ferving the purpofes of Directors as much at home, as they have been 
known to do thofe of their favourite fubftitutes abroad. 

The double governments for Indian affairs, fince the acquifition of 
the important territories which were fubdued by the fubjeCts and forces 
of the ftate, have been equal abfurdities on both fides of the globe. It 
is even dilgraceful to the nation to hold them under fuch flimfy dif- 
guifes as pretended grants of official contracts from merely nominal 
Princes, unknown to, and unacknowledged by every power in the 
world, except fuch as make or with to make the fame temporary ufes 
of them, as the Englifh Eaft India Company have done. There is fome- 

* See Authentic Papers concerning Ikoia Affairs* pages zg to 31* &c* 
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thing exceflively ridiculous in the very idea of veiling a body of mere 
traders with unlimited fcvereign-authority, and fetting them between 
the real Sovereign and people of this kingdom, and two mock Sove¬ 
reigns and the whole people of the Bengal provinces, to play fecurely 
their own game of advantage, to the prejudice of all the other parties, 
unlefs their date pageants in India, who at lealt get princely incomes by 
adting farcical characters. 

.No real lecurity, either to the Company or kingdom, can ever be 
derived from nominal Nabobs, or Moguls: for if their grants have not 
full force, but are difputable, they have had immenfe annual stipends 
paid them to no kind of purpofe ; and if the authority they have been 
made to affume be of real efficacy in India, or Europe, then mull fuch 
grants be not only refumable at pleafure, but even transferrable at will, 
and of courfe at any time obtainable by the national rivals or enemies of 
Great Britain, for pretences to attack her in, or deprive her of fuch pof- 
feffionsj whether as territories, farms, official eontradls, or employ¬ 
ments. Such difguifes, therefore, are not more ineffectual than they 
are dangerous; and could only have been contrived for temporary 
coverings to deceit and impofture, though their tranfparency diicovers 
apprehenfions that difgrace the nation, and may furnilh pretences to 
others for queftioning that right which would otherwife be thought 
clear. 

When the Portuguese acquired their frit territorial pofleffions on the 
toads of India, their Kings fliled themfelves, as they continue yet to 
do. Lords of the commerce and navigation of Ethiopia, Arabia, Periia, 
and India: and we know of no nation’s ever difputing thofe titles, or 
their right to any territories they had obtained. Innumerable are the 
inftances of poffeflions gained by conqueft, and likewife even by 
treachery, that were either never contefted -by other nations, or elle 
were relolutely maintained by power againft all oppofition. We well, 
know how the Dutch and Spaniards got their poiTeflions in Afia and 
America, and likewife how fpeedily they enjoyed them in peace, with 
an undifputed title of right. By whatever means the Eaft Indian: 
provinces were obtained by the Company, they now are indilputably. 
the Property of the State : and as there is no perfon in India who can, 
claim them as his right, fo is there no power in Europe which has any 
right to difpute His Majelty’s title to them both by conqueft and peace¬ 
able poffeffion. The political eftablilhment in Bengal, in the year 1765, 
was therefore as unneceffary, as it has fince been experienced to prove 
pernicious; and certainly, if continued, it will be found ineffectual for 
the purpofes pretended; and the affe&ed feats with regard to foreign 
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powers, on the avowal of Enghfli Sovereignty over the conquered pro¬ 
vinces, which were then fo induftrioufly infufed into the minds of Di- 
reflors, were evidently as groundlefs and idle ns they molt probably 
were in fin cere. 

With regard to any apprehensions that might be entertained concern¬ 
ing the effed: likely to be produced by the Sovereign’s avowal of his 
right to thole dominions, and taking the adminiftration of their Go¬ 
vernment under his immediate care, on conftitutional conjiderations of 
endangering public liberty by fuch an addition to crown-influence ; the 
fame reafoning will hold good againft all future eilabli(laments from new 
difcoveries ; and if it had been formerly admitted, this nation would not 
now have been in pofleflion of its North American and Weft Indian Co¬ 
lonies, with the immenfe advantages refulting from them. 

The Sovereign of Great Britain is now an Aftatic Potentate, more 
capable perhaps of annoying or protecting than any other Power of the 
Eaft ; fo that His prefent objects Ihould be far fuperior to thofe of merely 
fupporting the monopoly of any particular community of traders, who 
perhaps are no longer neceffary for ferving even the ends for which 
they were incorporated. The queftion now is not Amply, if an incor¬ 
porated exclufive Company can carry on the trade to and from the Raft 
Indies to greater national advantage than the whole fubjefts of Great 
Britain at large ? but it comprehends another, which is, if one, two, or 
at moft three men (for it is well known there always is fuch a junto of 
leaders in the Committee of Correspondence) from among twenty-four 
Directors annually choien, who are moreover embarraffed with their 
own as well as the Company’s commercial affairs can, at the fame time, 
govern, or condud the Sovereignty of large wealthy and populous king¬ 
doms, at fuch a diftance, to greater national fecurity and advantage 
than the King, Lords and Commons of Great Britain ? 

Without entering into a difcuflion of the firft queftion, upon which, 
after the numberlefs trads that have been published for an hundred and 
fifty years paft, nothing new can now be faid, we will however venture 
to aftert, that with relped to Bengal every argument in favour of that 
monopoly, which was formerly ufed with fome * ** appearance of reafon, 

while 

* The reafoning of Sir Jofiah Child upon this fubjeft, to whofe Opinions on Trade fome hav« 
juftly given great weight, was as follows: 

4t It has for many years been a moot cafe, whether any incorporating of merchants be for 

** public good or not. 

*' For my own part I am of opinion, 

** I ft- That for countries with which his Majelly has no alliance, nor can have any by reafon of 
14 Iheir diftance, or barbarity, or non communication with the Princes of ChriftendorD, &c. 
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■while the trade thither depended upon the country powers of Hindoftan, 
not only falls to the ground now that the Englilh are become Sovereigns, 
.hut militates with double force againft the continuance of fuch exclufive 
trade to thofc fubjedied countries, where perhaps it would not only be 
right to lay the trade open to all British fubjedls, but likewife politic, 
under certain limitations, to encourage as much as pofJible even the 
fhips of aihother European nations to frequent thofe Indian ports. But 
whatever may be the fentiments of individuals on this point, with re- 
.ipedi: to the fecond queflion, it will be generally granted, that a com¬ 
mercial country with a defpotic Sovereign who is the only merchant, as 
is, in fadt, the prefent condition of Bengal, rauft be in a fituation the 
✓reverfe of profperity, that of fwift approach to ruin; and if it be ad¬ 
mitted, that all refources which this nation can hope to reap from thofe 
iubjedited dominions, muft depend entirely on their profperity, it will 
.then follow, that there is become an abiolute -neceflity for the Britifh 
legiflature to feparate the Merchant from the Sovereign, for the prefer- 
a'ation of both. 

“ where there is a necefiity of maintaining forces and forts (fuch as Eatt India and Guinea) 
** Companies of Merchants are abfolutely neeefiary. 

“ 2d. It feems evident to me, that the greatell part of thofe two trades ought, for public good, 
to be managed by joint Hock. 

It is queHionobJe to me, whether any other Company of Merchants arc for the public 
4f good, or hurt. r 

" 4 th- 1 conclude, however, that all irfriAfcma of trade are nought; and, confwucntJy, that no 
M*mp«qe whatfoevcr f whether they trade in a joint fleck, or under regulation, can be for 
public good, except it may be eafy for all or any of his Maje/ly's fubjefis to be admitted 
' £ ™ t0 , al l 0r Sny « *c faid Companies, at any time, fora veryinconfideraWe tine z and that 
ir the fine exceed 201. including all charges of admiffion, it is too much,** 



Alexander Hamilton 1 * Account of tfa Eatt Indies, voL X. page 232, See. 
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Whenever juftice and perfonal fecurity are made effectual, by am 
equitable adminiftration of Government throughput the Bengal provinces,, 
the immenfe capitals- of many cf the Indians, which are now locked up, 
will be all immediately and openly employed in commerce, to the great 
benefit of thofe countries, and, eventually, of this kingdom. There 
would be foon no want of money to anfwer all the hone If purpofos of 
the hufbandman, the manufacturer, the dealer, or the merchant; fo 
that inftead of having the wonderful powers of thofe countries cramped- 
and rendered ufelefs, and in danger of being ruined or loft, as muft 
otherwife foon be the cafe, an ample field would be opened for the moft, 
ftrenuous exertions of all human abilities, which would foon put thofe 
provinces on the moft flourifhing footing, to the great advantage of the. 
Britifh State.. 

Such laws as are requifite for thofe falutary purpoies, a meie mono¬ 
polizing Company can never have power to make, nor perhaps ever 
will have the vigour or inclination effectually to execute.- 

Whatever lures the Directors may now hold out to the nation, in 
applications for a new charter of Juftice, and other pretended falutary 
regulations, by which they would appear to atone for paft mifconduct, 
it may be proper to recolleCt, what- the effects proved of their obtain¬ 
ing the laft charter of juftice; as-we may from thence conclude, with 
relpeCt to another, that under the pretence of remedying one defect, 
a thoufand new evils will be introduced. Even the chief foivafnts of . 
the Company abroad, while things are fuffered to remain on theii pre- 
font footing, will be continually infufing into the minds ot tempoiaiy 
Directors at home opinions that are erroneous, on the view of favour¬ 
ing fuch fchemes as they will be continually contriving for the forving 
of themfelves. We do not mean here to condemn promifcuoufly all 
the fervants of the. Company abroad, among whom there are fome. 
Gentlemen of the greateft honour and integrity; but that does not in¬ 
validate our general conjecture, which is juftified by the experience of 
what has paft of late years. Nothing therefore but the eftabhihment, 
by Parliament, of the ftrongeft conftitutional checks on the executive 
power in Bengal, can ever focure to the natives, or to thofe who fou r, 
there under Britifh protection, an.equitable and honourable Aaminu- 

tration of Government. . c r , 

It is a faCt well known abroad, that the late mimfter of r ranee, ic 
Duke de Choi foul, gave up. as- totally overfet, all ms fchemes regar ing 
the Eaft Indies, upon his firft hearing a report, current in t.ie ;ji 
1.768, that the Crown of Great Britain was going to take into its hands 
the. government, of. the territorial poffeffions held by the Enghfti a 
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India Company. It was the only thing the French then dreaded; ills 
the thing which they nowmoft wifh to fee delayed, till they hare an op¬ 
portunity of {hiking a coup d'eclat in thofe regions; and it is the only 
meafure which can fecure the happinefs of the many millions of his 
IVIajefty’s Afiatfc fubjetfls; the ample refources which might, by proper 
management, be drawn from thence, in an uninterrupted channel, for 
ages to this nation, or even the poftefti on of the very territories them- 
{elves, or of any advantage whatfoever from thofe pofle fli on s. 

Whatever may be determined by the wifdom of the Britifh legiilature, 
the following powers, as exercifed by the' Company in Bengal, it is 
humbly conceived, muft be taken from them, to prevent their deftroying 
themfelves. 

Firji. The power of obftru&ing, perverting, influencing, or inter¬ 
fering with the due courfe of juftice. 

Second. The aifumed power, in all cafes, of feizing their fellow-fub- 
je£ts, and of imprifoning, and tranlporting them to Europe 
without trial, or any form of legal procefs, 

Third* All powers of oppreffion through the pretended country-Na¬ 
bobs; and under their cloke of obftrudling, fettering and 
monopolizing the inland trade m Bengal; which is no way 
requifite for the carrying on of their exeluftve trade to and 
from India, in an equitable and beneficial manner, but on the 
contrary, is totally repugnant thereto. 

Fourth. The power of preventing any Britifh fubjeCt whom foe ver 
from going to refide or eftablifh himfelf in India, who is de- 
firous thereof, and willing to fubmit to the laws of the com¬ 
munity. 

To effedt, in part, the firft and third of thefe falutary reftri&ions, 
without which the inhabitants can never be fecure either in perfon or 
property, the following are fubmitted to the confideration of the public, 
as hints of what will be neceffary. 

I ft. To render the Mayor’s Court of Calcutta totally independent of 
the Governor and Council. 

2d. A Court of Appeals to be eftablifhed, independent either of the 
Governor and Council, or any other power in India. 

3d. A certain number of the members of the Court of Appeals, of the 
Mayor’s Court, and of the Company’s Council, to be conftituted 
Juftices of the Peace and joint Commiflioners of Oyer and Ter¬ 
miner and General Gaol Delivery. 

4th. Not to confine thejurifdi&ion of his Majefty’s Courts, as at pfe- 
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to extend it at lead to all the Company’s principal fadones at 
Burdwan, Midnipore, Chittigong, Dacca, Patna, Coffimbazar, 
&c where the natives fhould have the fame facility of obtaining 
j iidice again ft European oppreffors or their agents, as m the 

capital fettlement of Calcutta. , 

Noiwithftanding what intereded perfons may al edge, m order to 
baffle this lad mod neceffary regulation, that it would introduce confu- 
fion and be ineradicable, from the religious tenets and cudoms of the 
natives we affert that there would .be no Confufion or inconvenience 
whatever from it, provided fome very Ample regulations were made, 
fuch as neither Eaft India Diredors, not the LegiOators of this Kingdom 
can want information of, whenever they are fenoufly inclined to eflabhfh 
a right fyftem of juftice for the government of Bengal. _ 

The inhabitants, who, as we have obferved, are groaning under the 
mod unbounded defpotifm, would receive any fuch regulations with the 
utmofl joy : and it may rationally be hoped, that thofe we have alrea y 
hinted at would at lead put a flop to the moft hurtful enormities, till 
the Britifh government could be enabled to judge of their edicacy, or 
have time to form a fyftem, fuitable to their own wifdom, that might 
prove as lading and effedual as could rationally be expeded from any 

human inflitution. , ( , _ 

The fecond power we have mentioned, as affumed by the Company, 
would naturally be abolifhed by the regulations already recommended. 
But in order to prevent this ipecies of kidnapping in India, which has 
been hitherto pradifed by the Company, under the pretended fandion 
of the legiflature, fomething more is neceffary. 

By an ad of the 31ft of Charles the Second, entitled, ‘ An aft for 
« the better fecuring the liberty of the fubyeB and for prevention ofjmpn - 
« foments beyond the feas? it was enaded, that “ if any inhabitant of 
England fhould be feized, imprifoned, tranfported, or lent a pnloner 
into any places beyond the feas, contrary to that ad, every fuch impn- 
fonment fhould be adjudged illegal, and the party aggrieved m.ght there¬ 
upon maintain an adicn, or adions of falfe imprilonment, agamffthe 
perfon or perfons whofo imprifoned him, or againft any perfon or perfons 
that fhould frame, contrive, write, feal, or counter-fign any warrant or 
writing for fuch commitment, detainer, impnfonmentor traniporta- 
tion? or Sould be advifing, aiding, or affifting m the fame or any of 
them j and the plaintiff, in every Inch adion fhould have judgment to 

recover his treble cofts, befides damages ',1 \v am ‘^h ... Jh- * 

it is enaded, fhall not be lefs than Jtve hundred pounds. which adion, 
*0 delay, ftiy, or flop of proceed^ ^ by rule-, order, or command. 
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nor no Injunction, protection, or privilege whatsoever, nor any more 
than one imparlance /ball be allowed, excepting fuch rule of the court 
wherein the adtion /ball depend, made in open court, asihall be thought 
in juft ice neceffary, for ipecia! caufe to be expreffed in the faid rale. 
And the per]on or per fins who Jha/l knowingly frame, contrive, •write, 
feal, or counterjign any warrant for fuch commitment, detainer or tranl- 
portation, or /hall fo commit, detain, impri/bn, or traniport any perfon 
or perfonfi contrary to this adt, or be any ways adviffng , aiding or qjjiffing 
therein, being lawfully convidled thereof, jhall be difabled from thence¬ 
forth to bear any office of trnjt or profit within the faid realm of England, 
or any of the dominions thereunto belonging. And Jhall incur and Juft am 
the pains, penalties and forfeitures limited, ordained and provided in and by 
the jlatnte of provifion and praemunire, made in the fifteenth year of King 
Richard the Second, and be incapable of any pardon from the King, his 
heirs or Juccefors , of the faid forfeitures, Ioffes, or dtfabilities, or any of 
them." And it is well known, that the 43d article of Magka 
Chart a runs thus. “ No freeman /hall he taken, nor imprifcned, 
nor di/Teized, nor outlawed, nor exiled, nor deftroyed in any manner; 
nor will we pafs upon him, nor condemn him, but by lawful judgment 
of his peers, or by the law of the land.” 

While fuch, therefore, continues to be the avowed pra&ice of the Eaff 
India Company, in oppo/ition to the letter and /pint of the fundamental 
laws of this country, it would appear that Britons who go out to Indi^ 
in their fervice, and who fhould rather on that account be entitled to 
every indulgence, on the contrary are made to forfeit the privileges of 
their birthright by fuch emigration. The Ioffes and hard/hips fuffered 
by a fubjeeft leized in India and brought away by force, and the bad con- 
fequences thereof to the community, from what we have already {hewn* 
muff be allowed to be an hundred-fold greater than thofe fuftained by a 
perfon’s being kidnapped in England. We have alfo in another place 
/hewn, that the ufe of this power is even contrary to the true interns 
of the Company, as the free exercife of the Briti/h laws in India muff 
be the beft check, and perhaps is the only controling power which they 
want, or can have over their own fuperior fervants. There is therefore* 
for the fake of public credit and fecurity, not only a neceffity for for¬ 
mally declaring all fuch feizures and tran/portations illegal, but for 
effabli/hing fuch legal penalties and forfeitures, upon the plan of the aft 
already quoted, as {hall effectually prevent fuch oppreflions in future: 
and it is prefumed the Britilh legislature, after being acquainted with the 
enormities pradtifed in Bengal, as fet forth in thefe pages, will be willing 
fo withdraw their pretended fandtion from fuch practice, and tp declare 
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their dilapprobation of the Company’s feizing, imprifbmng, tranfporting 
and ruining their fellpw-fubjeCts, unaccufed and unheard . 

The fourth power poffeffed by the Company, which is that of pre¬ 
venting Britifh fubject.s from going out and efcablifbing themfelves in 
India, is alfo ah’lce unne.ceffary, and repugnant to the real interefts of the 
fubjeCted countries and this kingdom. In {lead of preventing or dif- 
couraging Europeans, on the cotintrary, every encouragement fhould 
be given to them to go out and eftablifh themfelves in India, as well for 
their being the moft natural fecurity of the conquered countries, as for 
the inftruCtion of the natives in the European arts, in the cultivation and 
manufacturing of all the articles produced in thofe countries, in almoft 
every one of which there is room for great Improvements by iuch means. 
The Company Ihould, therefore, either be deprived of this power totally, 
or at leaft be obliged, without the power of a negative, to permit every 
perfon’s going out who fhall apply for leave, under certain equitable re¬ 
gulations, which might be ealily eftablifhed, and rendered effectual for 
preventing an improper emigration. 

From what we have very lately feen, even fince the publication of 
the firflt edition of this work, we will not hefitate to affert, that if any 
fyftem be adopted by Parliament merely upon the plans of bills drawn 
up by the Directors of the Eafi: India Company, fuch lyllem will be 
found ineffe&pal for every falutary purpofe. Their bills will be always 
artfully calculated to confirm that dangerous de/potifm which they have 
ever in view, under >vhich the dominions in Bengal can never profper. 
It will, therefore, be highly neceffary to have the ftriCteft regard to 
every word of fuch regulations .as may be propofed to Parliament on the 
part of the Company, before they are iuffered to pafs into a law. 

The foregoing are only con tide rat 10 ns and hints, which the writer of 
thefe fheets, as a fincere well-wither to this Kingdom, hath prefumed 
refpeCtfully to fubmit to the public, to be improved on by thofe who may 
know better than himfelf what is fitting to be done. It is now the turn 
of Great Britain to avail herielf of thofe advantages which a feries of 
fortunate circumftances have thrown in her way. She has as yet in her 
polfeffion the prime part of Hindoflan, which, with proper manage¬ 
ment, might be rendered the richeft jewel in the Britifh Crown, by 
being made an inexhauhible fource of extenfive commerce, maritime 
power and national wealth. She has in full view before her, the rocks 
on which her predeceffors have fplit in India, the imminent dangers to 
which (he is at prefent expoled, and perhaps fhe has no time to lofe in 
preparing to efcape them. 
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It does not require the gift of prophecy to foretell, if the affairs of 
the Company in India, but particularly in Bengal, continue to be ad- 
miniflered for a few years longer in the manner they have been for fome 
years part, and the making of laws and bye-laws for the government of 
'tbofe dominions be in any degree left to the Directors and fervants of the 
Company, that thofe countries will be irretrievably ruined, and the ex- 
afperated ’natives muft feek their own relief, or revenge, by infurrec- 
tions and maffacres. If therefore the Legiflature fhould longer with¬ 
hold their effectual protection and paternal care from the op pretied 
Afiatics, they will hazard all the refources which Bengal at p re Cent may 
be faid to offer to this Kingdom: and if the Proprietors of Eaft India 
Stock fhould refufe their effedual and hearty concurrence in every falu- 
tary meafure for the relief of the native inhabitants, they will juftly de- 
ferve to fuffer the lofs of fuch of their property as depends on the trade 
.^id poffeffion of the Bengal Provinces. 

Were there even a poffibility of the Interefts of the India Company 
and the Happinefs and Profperity of the Natives of thofe countries which 
are under their dominion being repugnant to each other, the advantages 
derived from the connection would be of very fhort duration. Huma¬ 
nity muft revolt at the thought: The Honour of this Country never can. 
confent, for the paltry confideration of a (hart-lived pecuniary emolu¬ 
ment, to effeCt: the devaluation of fuch rich and fertile countries, and 
the extirpation or ruin of fo many millions of civilized, inoffenffve and 
induftrious inhabitants; or to facrifice thofe /olid and permanent advan¬ 
tages which might be derived to this country from a proper Syftem of 

Government.-Thus much is due from the Writer to thofe Diftrefied 

People, to whofe unreft rained induftry he chiefly owed that Fortune, of 
which he has been deprived by the Oppreffion of the Eaft India Com¬ 
pany. 
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C OPY of a Treaty between Colonel Robert Clive, on the part of the 
Englifh Eaft India Company, and Serajah al Dowlah, Nabob of 
Bengal, in February 1737. 

Signed MUNSUR AL MULUKSERAJAH AL DOWLAH 
° SHAH KULY KHAWN BAHADER HYBUT JUNG, 
Semnt'of King ALLUM GUEER the Invincible. 

LIST OF DEMANDS. 

1. That the Company be not molefled upon account of fuch Privileges 
as have been granted them by the King’s firniaim and hufbulhookums, 
and the firmami and hu/bulhoofcums remain in full force. That the vil¬ 
lages * which were given to the Company by the rirmaun, but detained 
from them by the Subahdars, be I ike wife allowed them ; nor let any ira* 
pediment or reftri&ion be put upon the Zemindars. 

Agreed to according to the tenor of the firmaun . 

2. That all goods belonging to the Englifh Company, and having their 
duftuck, do pais freely by land or water in Bengal, Bahar, and OrifTa, 
without paying any duties or fees of any kind whatfoever j and that the 
Zemindars, Chokeydars, Guzerbauns, See. Offer them no kind of mo- 
legation upon this account; 

It is agreed to . 

3. That reffitution be made the Company of their factories and fettle- 
ments at Calcutta, Coffimbazar, Dacca, &cc. which have been taken 
from them. That all money and effects taken from the Englifh Com- 

* This means thirty-fevea villages contiguous to Calcutta, which the Company applied to 
the Emperor Fnrrukhfeer, in 1716, for Liberty to pur chafe from the Zemindars. They'were 
not given to the Englifh by that Emperor, but it was only allowed them to ptirchafe the fame; 
however the Zemindars in Jaffier Khawn’s time would not part with them, and they were at 
lafl moflly tvrefted from them by fraud and violence, 
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It does not require the gift of prophecy to foretell, if the affairs of 
the Company in India, but particularly in Bengal, continue to be ad¬ 
min iftered for a few years longer in the manner they have been for fome 
years pad, and the making of laws and bye-laws for the government of 
thofe dominions be in any degree left to the Directors and fervants of the 
Company, that thofe countries will be irretrievably ruined, and the ex- 
afperated natives mud feek their own relief, or revenge, by infurrec- 
tions and maffacres. If therefore the Legiflature fhould longer with¬ 
hold their effectual protection and paternal care from the oppreded 
Aflatics, they will hazard all the refources which Bengal at prefent may 
be faid to offer to this Kingdom: and if the Proprietors of Eaft India 
Stock fhould refufe their effectual and hearty concurrence in every falu- 
tary meafure for the relief of the native inhabitants, they will juttly de¬ 
fer ve to fuffer the lofs of fuch of their property as depends on the trade 
*hd poffeflion of the Bengal Provinces. 

Were there even a poffibility of the Interefts of the India Company 
and the Happinefs and Profperity of the Natives of thofe countries which 
are under their dominion being repugnant to each other, the advantages 
derived from the connection would be of very fhort duration. Huma¬ 
nity muff revolt at the thought: The Honour of this Country never can 
confent, for the paltry confederation of a fhort-lived pecuniary emolu¬ 
ment, to effeCt the devaffation of fuch rich and fertile countries, and 
the extirpation or ruin of fo many millions of civilized, fnoffenfve and 
induftrious inhabitants ; or to facriflce thofe /olid and permanent advan¬ 
tages which might be derived to this country from a proper Syffem of 
Government.——Thus much is due from the Writer to thofe Diftreffed 
People, to whofe unreft rained induftry he chiefly owed that Fortune, of 
which he has been deprived by the Oppreffion of the Eaft India Com¬ 
pany. 
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C QPY of a Treaty between Colonel Robert Clive, oil the part or the 
Englith Eaft India Company, and Serajah al Dovvlah, Nabob of 
Bengal, in February 1737. 


Signed 


munsur al muluk serajah al dowlah 

SHAH KULY KFIAWN BAHADER HYBUT JUNG, 
Ser'vant'of King ALLUM GUEER the Invincible. 


LIST OF DEMANDS. 

1. That the Company be not molefted upon account of fuch Privileges 
as have been granted them by the Kings, firmaun and huibuihookums, 
and the firmaun and hufbulhoofcums remain in full force. That the.vil¬ 
lages * which were given to the Company by the firmaun, but detained 
from them by the Subahdars, be likewife allowed them ; nor let any im¬ 
pediment or reftridtion be put upon the Zemindars. 

Jgreed to according to the tenor of the firmaun . 

2, That all goods belonging to theEnglifh Company, and having their 
duftuck, do pals freely by land or .water in Bengal, Bahar, and Onfla, 
without paying any duties or fees of any kind whatsoever; and that the 
Zemindars, Chokeydars, Guzerbauns, &c. offer them no kind ot mo- 
leflation upon this account; 

It is agreed to. 

-i. That reditutlon be made tile Company of their factories and fettle- 
ments at Calcutta, Coffimbazaf, Dacca, &c. which have been taken 
from them. That all money and effedts taken from the Englith Com- 


* This means thirty-feven villages contiguous to Calcutta, which the Craspany applied to 
the Emperor Fumikbfeer, in 1716, for Liberty to furchafe from the Zemindars. • 1 hey were 
not given to theEnglifh by that Emperor, but it was only allowed them topurchafe the fame . 
however the Zemindars in Jaffier Khawn’s time would not part with them, and they weie at 
Jaft moflly wjefted from them by fraud and violence, 
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pany, their factors and dependents, at their feveral fettlements and air- 
rungs, be reftored in the fame condition. That an equivalent in money 
be given for fuch goods as are damaged, plundered, or loll, which ffialt 
be left to the Nabob's ]office to determine. 

Whatever has been feized by the government /hall be rejlored. 

4. That the Company be allowed to fortify Calcutta in fuch a manner 
as they fhail efteem proper for their defence, without any hindrance or 
obftrudbon. 

It is agreed to. 

5. That ficcas be coined at Allenagore (Calcutta) in the fame manner 
as at Murffiedabdd, and that the money flruck in Oalcutta be of equal 
weight and finenefs with that of Murffiedabad. There be no demand 
made for a deduction of batta: 

It is agreed , that bullion imported by the Company be coined into Jiccas , 

6 . That thefe propofals be ratified in the ftrongeft manner in the pre¬ 
fence of God and his Prophet, and figned and fealed to by the Nabob and 
fome of his principal people. 

In the prefence of God and his Prophetthefe articles are fgned and- 
fealed. 

7. And Admiral Charles Watfon and Colonel Clive promife in behalf of 
the Engliffi nation, and of the Engliffi Company, that from henceforth all 
hoffilities (hall ceafe in Bengal, and die Engliffi will always remain in 
peace and frienddiip with the Nabob, as long as thefe articles are kept in 
force, and remain unviolated. 

On condition that an agreement under the Company's feed, and figned 
by the Company's Council, andfworn to according to their religion , 
be fent me i I agree to the articles which I have count crfigned. 

Signed AEZ AL MCJLUK MO RAD AL DOWLAH 
NOWARISH ALLY KHAWN BAHADER 
ZAOOER JUNG, a Servant of King ALLUM 
GUEER the Invincible. 

MEER JAFFIER KHAWN BAHADER, a Servant 
- of King ALLUM GUEER the Invincible. 

RAJAH DOOLUBRAM BAHADER, a Servant 
of King ALLUM GUEER the Invincible. 

Witnefs, Mohindar Narrain, Canongo. 

Witnefs, Lucki Narrain, Canongo. 

Agreement 
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Agreement of the Company, figned by the Governor and Committee, 
the pth February 1757. 

We the Eaft India Company, in the prefence of his Excellency the Nabob 
Munfur al Muluk Serajah al Dowlah Shah Kuly Khawn Bahader Hybut 
Jung, Nazim of Bengal, Bahar, and Orilfa, by the hands and feal of the 
Council, and by firm agreement and folenm atteflation, do declare. That 
the bufinefs of the Company’s factories within the jurifdidion of the Na¬ 
bob fhall go on in its former courfe: that we will never opprefs or do 
violence to any perfons without caufe: that we will never offer pro ted ion 
to any perfons having accounts with the government, any of the King’s 
Talookdars or Zemindars, nor murderers, nor robbers: that we will never 
ad contrary to the tenor of the articles agreed to by the Nabob: that we 
will carry on our bufinefs as formerly; and will never, in any refped, de¬ 
viate from this agreement. 

Agreement of Colonel Clive with the Nabob, the 7th February 1757, 

I Colonel Clive, Sabut Jung Bahader, Commander of the Englifh land 
forces in Bengal, do folemnly declare, in the prefence of God and our 
Saviour, that there is peace between the Nabob Serajah al DowJah and 
the Englifh : they, the Englifh,' will inviolably adhere to the articles of 
the treaty made with the Nabob; that, as long as he fhall obferve his 
agreement, the Englifh will always look upon his enemies as their ene¬ 
mies; and, whenever called upon, will grant him all the afliftance in 
their power. 


n* n. 

Copies of perwanahs from Serajah al DowJah, Nabob of Bengal, granted 
to the Eaft India Company, for ereding a mint at Calcutta, and for 
the currency of their bufinefs; with a copy of the Nabob’s duftuck, 
dated in March 1757. 

Perwanah for duftucks from Serajah al Dowlah, dated 9th of the 

Moon Rajeb. 

The Englifh Company’s goods have been carried backward and for¬ 
ward by land and water, always through the provinces of Bengal, Bahar, 
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and Orifta, by the duftuck and Teal of the Paid Company, by virtue of the 
King's fir maun, which is alio now confirmed by me. Take care, on-no- 
pretence to interrupt their carrying their goods backwards and forwards 
through all the chokeys whatfoever, and not to demand any ghatbarry, 
man go n, &c, according to the King’s firman n. Let them pals and re- 
pafs without receiving a fingle cowrie from any of their people and in- 
terfere not with the Englijh Company's gomaftabs on any account, but rather 
take care, that through all your diftridts their bufinefs be not obftriufted 
in any way. 

Fifteen perwanahs of the fame tenor and date were granted under the 
feal of the Nabob Serajah al Dowlah to the Rajahs and Zemindars. 

PerwaBah under the feal of Nabob Munfur al Muluk Serajah al Dowlah 
Bahader Hybutjung, dated pth of Rajeb (31ft March 1757) in the 
3d year of the glorious reign Mohunlol. 

AH goods belonging to the Englifh Company, which by virtue of the 
royal mandate ufed to pafs and repafs with the faid Company’s duducks 
by land or water, through the province of Bengal, Bahar, and Orifia, 
I have at this time granted a free currency to, in the fame manner, and 
with the fame privileges as formerly: it is neceffary that your Excellency 
write to the Officers at Dacca, Chittigong, Jugdea, Akbarnagjjr, Silhetr, 
.Kangamatty, Chilmary, and Mabmudabad Purnea, that they Puffer the 
fame goods to pafs up and down the rivers without any mdeflation or 
impofition of ghatbarry (a tax laid upon boats) or any other articles for¬ 
bidden by the royal court; nor exadt the final left fum from them, nor 
any ways opprefs the Company’s gomaftahs or dependents. Let them be 
pundual in this duftuck. 

Under the feal of the Nabob Serajah al Dowlah, &c. dated (about 
the 9th March 1757) 17th jemmade Sauni, the third year of. die 
King’s glorious reign. 

To all Fowzdars, Zemindars, Chokeydars,. and. overfeers of the way 
of the provinces ®f Bengal, Bahar, and Orifia. 

All goods belonging to the Engliflu Company, which hy virtue of the 
royal mandate ufed to pafs and'repafs through the foregoing provinces, by 
land and water, with the Company’s duftucks, I have at this time granted 
a free currency, to, in the fame manner as formerly, and with the-con¬ 
firmation of their former privileges, Let all goods, having the Englifh 
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Companny’s dufluck, pafs as before, up and down the river, without any 
moleftation or imposition of ghatbarry, or any other articles forbidden by 
the royal court; nor exadt the fmalleSl flim from them, nor opprefs the 
Company’s dependents. In this be punctual, and ad conformably to 
this writing. 

Perwanah of the Nabob-Serajah al Dowlah to the Honourable Com¬ 
pany, for ereding a mint in Calcutta. 

From the date of the firft of the moon Shaban, the fourth fun Siccas are 
begun to be ftampt, and through all the. mint-houfes the new ficcas of the 
fourth fun are coined. Take care and ered a mint in Calcutta (called 
Allenagore) and Stamp gold and filver rupees out of the bullion and gold 
imported by your nation, of the weight of rupees of gold and Silver coined 
at Murffiedabad, under the name of Allenagore (Calcutta) Shall you coin 
your money, it Shall pafs for land revenues, &c. and no body will afk or 
fet any batta.upon them 3 only take care not to coin the gold and filver of; 
other nations. 


No III. 

Copy of a Treaty between Colonel Robert Clive, on the Part of the ■ 
Englidi Eaft India Company, and Meer Jaffier Ally Khawn, upon 
the Colonel’s placing that officer in the NabobShip of Bengal in 
June 1757. 

I fwear by God and the Prophet of God, to abide by the terms of this, 
treatywh'ilft Ihaye life*. 

Signed. MEER MAPIOMED JAFFIER ICHAWN BAHADER* 
Servant to King ALLUM GUEER. 

1. Whatever articles were agreed upon in the time of peace with the 
Nabob Serajah al- Dowlah Munfur al Muluk Shah Kuly Khawn Bahader 
Hybut Jung, I agree to comply with. 

2. The .enemies of the English are my enemies, whether they.be In— 
dians or Europeans. 

-* Thefe words .were wrote in his own hand. 


3i Alii 
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3. All the effects and Edc, = bei •>; ... to the French in the pro- 

yinpe of Bengal (the Paradile of na :on;.; - - baliar, and Orifla, Hi all re¬ 
main in the poflcflion of the Englifh, nor whi l ever allow them any more 
to fettle in the Three Provinces. 

4. In con Iteration of the Ioffes which the Englifh Company have 
fuftained by the capture and plunder of Calcutta by the Nabob, and the 
charges occafioned by the maintenance of the forces, I will give them 
one crore of rupees. 

5. For tiie effects plundered from the Englifh inhabitants at Calcutta, 
I agree to give fifty lacks of rupees. 

6. For the effeds plundered from the Gentoos, Muffulmen, and other 
fubjedaof Calcutta, twenty lacks of rupees fhall be given. 

7. For the efte&s plundered from the Armenian inhabitants of Cal¬ 
cutta, I will give the fum of feven lacks of rupees. The diftribution of 
the fums allotted the natives, the Englifh inhabitants, Gentoos, and Muf¬ 
fulmen, fhall be left to the Admiral and Colonel Clive (Sabut Jung Ba- 
hader) and the reft of the Council, to be difpofed of by them to whom they 
think proper. 

8. Within the ditch which furrounds the borders of Caclutta are trads 
of land belonging to feveral Zemindars; befides this, I will grant the Eng¬ 
lifh Company fix hundred yards without the ditch. 

p. All the land lying fouth of Calcutta, as far as Culpee, fhall be under 
the Zemindary of the Englifh Company, and all the officers of thofe parts 
ihall be under their jurifdidion. The revenues to be paid by them (the 
Company) in the fame manner with other Zemindars. 

10. Whenever I demand the Englifh affiftance, I will be at the charge 
of the maintenance of them. 

11. I will not ered any new fortifications below Hoogly, near the river 
Ganges. 

12. As foon as I am eftablifhed in the government of the Three Pro¬ 
vinces, the aforefaid fums fhall be faithfully paid. Dated 15th Ramzan, 
In the 4th year of the reign. 

Additional Article; 

13. On condition that Meer Jaffier Khawn Bahader fhall fdemnly ra¬ 
tify, confirm by oath, and execute all the above articles, which the un¬ 
der-written on behalf of the Honourable Eaft India Company do, declar¬ 
es on the holy Golpels, and before God, that we will affift Meer Jaffier 
Khawn Bahader with all our force, to obtain the fubahfhip of the pro¬ 
vinces of Bengal, Bahar, and Orifta; and further that we will affift him 

to 
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fn tfee utmoft asrainft all his enemies whatever, as foon as he calls upon 
us for that end f provided that he, on his coming to be. Nabob, fhall fulfil 
the aforefaid articles. 


N°- IV.. 

Godv of the General Sunnud from the Nabob Meer Jaffier Ally Khawn,. 
for the currency of the Company’s bufinefs, and relative to the mint, 

dated F5.th.JhLy 17f 7. 

To all Mutfeddees, prefent or future, all Naibs, Fowzdars, Zemindars, 
Cbowdrys, Canongos, &c. Servants of the government in the provinces 
of Bengal, Bahar, and Orififa.. 


Know, that by the royal firmaun and hufbulhookums the Englifh Com¬ 
pany are pardoned (Maaf exempt) from all duties ; therefore I write, 

That whatever goods the Company’s gomaftahs may bring 01 catry to 
or from their factories, the aurungs, or other places, by land or by water 
with a dulluclc from any of the chiefs of their factories, you fliall neither 
alk nor receive any fum, however trifling, for the fame. Know, they 
have full power to buy and fell; you are by no means to oppofe it 5 you 
are not to require from the Company’s gomaftahs, the mongons, or any 

other of the Zemindar s impofitions, * ~ > j 

The Company’s gomaftahs fhall buy and fell the Company s oods 

without the Intervention of dallah , unlefs the gomaftahs are fa tsfied to 
emnlov them 5 you are to aftift them on all occaiions wherever they buy 
or felh Whoever ads contrary to thefe orders, the Enghjh have full 
power topunijh them.. If any of the Company’s goods are ftoien you1 arc 
to recover the very effeds ftolen, or make good their amount. Any 
merchants or others on whom the Company have any lawful 
you are to fee that the fame be paid to their gomaftahs Take care that 
no one wrong or opprefs the Company’s gomaftahs. are not to re¬ 

quire or ftop Lit boats on pretence of the gh.tb.rr,-or^ other duties on. 
boats, whether they be the Company s own boats or boats hired by thur 
gomaftahs; you are to give credit ro the copies o a tie on 0 J 
Company under the Kdzy's &i ', >thout requiring the original. _ Any o 

the Company’s debtors runnn.g ...n them, you are not tt gwethem 

proteflion or plead for them, ate are Ur deliver, them up to the Com- 

ri d v 
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pany’s gomaftahs. The Fowzdary-charges, &c. impofifions of the Fowz- 
dars, which are forbid by the King, you fhall not demand of the Eng- 
Jifli, their gomaftahs, or inhabitants. Whenever the Englifh Company 
defire to fettle a new factory, beiides thofe they are already poJTefied of 
in the provinces of Bengal, Bahar, and Oriffa, you are to give them forty 
be gas of the Kings land. If any of the Englifh fhips are driven by bad 
weather or wrecked in any of the ports or other places, you are to afiift 
them all in your power, and fee that the goods are reftored to the Com¬ 
pany ; and you are not to require the Choutarry, &c. which the King 
has forbid. 

A mint is eftabliflied at Calcutta ; coin ficcas and gold mohurs of equal 
weight and finenefs with the ficcas and gold mohurs of Murfhedabad. 
They fhall pafs in the King’s trealury. 

All that I have wrote mud be done; do as I have wrote, nor afk a new 
funnud every year. The 27th of the Moon Showall, and 4th of the 
King's reign, being the i_jth of the month of July 1757. 


N° V. 

Copy of a Perwanah from the Nabob Meer Jaffier Ally Kbavvn, for the 
currency of gold and filver coined in the Company’s mint at Calcutta, 
dated the 28th July 1757. 

To the High and Mighty, the bold and valiant Commanders, the 
greateft of Merchants, the Englifh Company, on whom may the 
King’s favour reft for ever. 

A mint has been eflablifhcd at Calcutta; continue coining gold and 
filver into ficcas and mohurs of the fame weight and ftandard with thofe 
of Murfhedabad ; the impreffion to be Calcutta ; they fhall pafs current in 
the provinces of Bengal, Bahar, and Oriffa, and be received into the trea- 

fury; there fhall be no obftruftion or difficulty for Cuforc -Under the feal 

of Fidvee Allum Gueer Badfha Gazee, Sujah al Muluk Hoffam 6 Dowla, 
Meer Mahomed Jaffier Khawn Bahader Mahabut Jung, 1 ith Zilcade, 4th 
of the King’s reign. 


N* VI, 
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Copy of a -pcnvnnah fro mr the Nabob ■ Mee r Jaffier Ally Khawn, dated 
the 2orh December 1757, relative to the .Zemindary of the lands 
foutil of Calcutta, granted to tire Company by the treaty with the 
faid Nabob. 

Perwanah for the granted lands. 

Seal of the Nabob Jaffier Ally Kliawn. 

11 70. ALIiUM GUEER, Emperor, fighting for the Faith, his de¬ 
voted MEER MAHOMED JAFFIER ALLY KHAWN 
RAHADER SHUJA-H AL MULUCK HOSSAM O 
DOWLAH MAH ABUT JUNG. 

•Anno'4. 

Ye Zemindars, Chowdrys, Talookdars, Muckaudums, Recayahs, Mor- 
fawreans, Mo o t a wettawah s, y>f the Chucklahs of Hoogly, and others fitu- 
ated in Bengal, the ter-reftral Paradife.—Know, that the Zemindary, 
Chowdrawy* and Talookdarry of the countries in the fubjoined lift, hath 
been given by treaty to the moft i 1111 f trio us and moft magnificent the 
Englifb Company, the glory and ornament of trade. The faid Com¬ 
pany will be careful to govern according to eftablifhed cuflorn and 
ufage, without any gradual deviation, and watch for the profperity of 
the people. Your duty is, to give no caufe of complaint to the Re¬ 
cayahs of the Company, who on their part are to govern with fuch 
kindnefs, that hufbandry may receive a daily increafe, that all diforders 
may be fuppreffed, drunkennels and other illicit practices prevented, 
and the imperial tributes be fent in due time. Such part of the above- 
fifid country as may be fituated to the weft of Calcutta, on the other 
fide of the Ganges, does not belong to the company. Know then, ye 
Zemindars,. &c. that ye are dependents of the Company, and that ye 
muft fubmit to fuch treatment as they give you, whether good or bad; 
and this is my exprefs injunction. 

Twenty-four Mahals. 

The Pergunnah of - 

Ditto - - - - 
) Ditto - 

Ditto - - - - 

. B 


Magurah. 

Khafipoor. 

Medonmul. 

Ektiarpoor, 


The 
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The Pergunnah of ----- Rurridgehatty. 

Ditto - - - -- -- - Azimabad. 

' Ditto - - - ----- Muragafla. 

Ditto - - - ----- - Peecbacooly. 

Part of the Pergunnah of - - - Sbahpoor. 

Shah Nag'u r. 

Part of the Pergunnah of - - - Ghur, 

The Pergunnah of - - - - Kary Jurey. 

Ditto ------ - Duccan Sagor. 

Part of the Pergunnah of - - - - Calcutta. 

Part of the Pergunnah of - - - - Paikan. 

Part of the Pergunnah of - Munpoor. 

Part of the Pergunnah of - Ameerabad. 

Part of the Pergunnah of - - - Mahomed Ameerpoor. 

Saltpans, or ------ Meilung Mahal. 


Hattiagur. 
Meida, 
Akbarpoor. 
Bellia. 

B tiffin darry. 


The Pergunnah of - 

Ditto ------- 

Part of the Pergunnah of - - - 

Part of the Pergunnah of - 
Part of the Pergunnah of - 

Dated the * 5th of Kabbi al Sauni, anno quarto. 

(I11 the Nabob’s own hand, ierving by way of ilgn manual.) It is 
written Finis. 

(In Mali a Rajah Doolub ram’s own hand, as Naib) Seen. 

(In Rajah Raage Bullub’s own hand, as Huffioor Nevife) the 5th of 
Rabbi al Sauni, anno quarto. Registered in the imperial regifter. 

(In Rajah Cunjoo Beharree’s own hand, as Dewan of Bengal, the jth 
of Rabbi al Sauni, anno quarto. Regiftered in theDewannee regifter. 


No VII. 

Copy of the Mutchulcah, or obligatory bond, given by the Company 
upon their being appointed Zemindars of the lands fouth of Cal¬ 
cutta, dated 

We the Englifh Company do declare, That whereas the office of the 
Zcmindary of theKifmut Pergunnah of Calcutta, See. of the Sircar Saut- 
gaum, &c, belonging to the Paradife of Nations, the Subah of Bengali, 

* About the 20th Dec. 1757. 

3 


m 









APPENDIX*. it 

in conflderation of the fum of twenty thoufand one hundred and one 
rupees (20. 101) pefhcufh, &c. to the Imperial Sirdar, from the month 
Poofs (anno 1164) in the year eleven hundred and fixty-four of the 
Bengal asra, has been conferred on us, to the end that we attend to 
the rules and cu floras thereof as is fitting, nor in the leaf! circumfhmce 
neglect or withhold the vigilance and care due thereto;' that we deliver 
into the treafury in the proper times the due rents of the Sircar; that 
we behave in fucli manner to the inhabitants and lower fort of people, 
that by our good management the faid Pergunnahs may flourifh and en- 
creale; that we fuffer no robbers nor houfebreakers to remain within 
our diftribls, and take fuch care of the king’s highways, that the tra¬ 
vellers and paffengers may pafs and repafs without fear or moldflation; 
that (which God forbid) if the effects of any perfori be plundered or 
dole 11, we difeover and produce the robbers or thieves, together with 
the goods, and deliver the goods to the owners, and the criminals to 
condign punifhment, or elfe that we ourfelves be refponfible for the 
laid goods.—That we take efpecial care, that no one be guilty of any 
crime or drunken nefs within the limits of our zemmdary: that after 
the expiration of the year we take a difeharge according to cuflom, and 
that we deliver the accounts of our zemindary agreeable to the Hated 
forms every year, into the Dufter Khana of the Sircar; and that we 
refrain from demanding the articles forbidden by the Imperial Court, 
the afyium of the world. 

For this reafbn we have given this writing as a mutchulcah and 
agreement, that upon any occalion recourfe may be had thereto. 


No VIII. 

Copy of a treaty between Meer Mahomed Coflim Ally Khawii, and 
tiie Enghih JEaft India Company, on their depofing of Meer Jaf- 
fier, and making Meer Coflim Nabob of Bengal. Dated the 27th 
September x760. 

MEER MAHOMED COSSIM KHAWN, 

Company’s Seal. 

BAHADER’s Seal. 

Two treaties have been written of the fame tenor and reciprocally ex¬ 
changed, containing the articles under mentioned, between Meer Ma- 

B2 homed 
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homed Coffim Khawn Bahader, and the Nabob Sliums 6 Dowlah, Gover- 
nor Vanfitart, and the reft of the council for the affairs of the Englifti 
Company, and during the life of A leer Mahomed Coffim IChawn Ba~ 
header, and the duration of the factories of the Englifti Company in this 
country, this agreement ftiall remain in force*. God is witnefs between 
ns, that the following articles ftiall in no wife be infringed by either 
party. 

Firft Article. The Nabob Meer Mahomed jaffier IChawn Bahader 
/hall continue in pofleflion of his dignities, and all affairs be t ran huffed 
in his name, and a luitable income ftiall be allowed for his expences. 

Second Article. The Neabut of the Subahdaree of Bengal, Azimabad 
(the capital of Bahar, commonly called Patna) and Orlffa, &c. fhall 
be conferred by his excellency the Nabob on Meer Mahomed Coffim 
Khawn Bahader; he lliall be veiled with the adminiftration of all affairs 
■of the provinces, and after his excellency he fhall iuccecd to the go¬ 
vernment. 

Third Article. Betwixt us and Meer Mahomed Coffim Khawn Ba¬ 
hader a firm friendiliip and union is eftablifhed, his enemies are our 
enemies, and his friends are our friends. 

Fourth Article. The Europeans and Telengas of theEnglifh army 
fhall be-ready to affift the Nabob Meer Mahomed Coffim Khawn Bahader 
in the management of all affairs ; and in all affairs dependent on him 
they ffiall exert themfelves .to the utmoft of their abilities. 

■Fifth Article. For all charges of the Company and of the faid army 
and proviiions for the field, 6cc. the lands of Burdwan, and Midni- 
pore, and Cliittigong, fhall be affigned, and funnuds for that purpofe 
fhall be written and granted. The Company is to Hand to all Ioffes, 
and receive all the profits of thefe three countries, and we will demand 
no more than the three affignments aforefaid. 

Sixth Article. One half of the chunam (or lime) produced at Shilhett 
for three years ftiall be purchafed by the gomaftahs of the Company, 
from the people of the. government, at the cuftomary rate of that place. 
The. tenants and inhabitants of thofe diftricts fhall receive no injury. 

Seventh Article. The balance of the former Tunkhaw ftiall be paid 
according to the kiflbundee (or account of fluted payments) agreed 
upon with the Royroyan; the jewels which have been pledged °fhall 
be received back again. 

Eighth Article. We will not allow the tenants of the Sircar to fettle 
in the lands of the Englifti Company, neither fhall the tenants of the 
Company be al lowed to fettle in the lands of the Sircar, 
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. Ninth Article. We will give no protedion to the dependents of the 
Sircar in the lands or in the factories of the Company, neither {hall any 
protection be given to the dependents of the Company in the lands of 
the Sircar ; and whoibever fhall fly to either party for refuge fhal! be 
delivered up. 

Tenth Article. The meafures for war or peace with the Shahzada, 
(meaning the prince Ally Gohar) and railing fupplies of money, and 
the concluding both thefe points, {hall be weighed in the fcale of reafon, 
and whatever is judged expedient fhall be put in execution; and it {hall 
he fo contrived by the joint councils, that he be removed from this 
country, nor differed* to get any footing'in it. Whether there be peace 
with the Shahzada, or not, our agreements with Meet* Mahomed Coffiro 
Khawn. Bahader, we will (by the name of God) inviolably obferve, as 
long as the Englilh Company’s factories continue in this country. 
Dated the * 17th of the month Seder 'in the 1174th year of the 
Hegira. 


No IX. 

Copies of the Sunnuds given by the Nabob Meet Mahomed Cofllm 
Ally Khawn to the Company, granting them the provinces of 
Burdwan, Midnipore, and Chlttigong, or Iflamabada alfo the 
chunam (or lime) produced at Shilhett for three years. 

Sunnud under the feal of the Nabob Naffer al Muluck Imteaz 6 
Dowlah Nefferat Jung, Meer Mahomed Cos.sim Khawn Ba¬ 
hader. 

To the Zemindars, Canongoes, Talookdars, Tenants, Hufbandmen, 
and Chief of the villages of the pergunnah of Burdwan^ &c. the ze- 
rnindary of the Rajah Tilluckdnmcl, in the didrids of the Subah of 
Bengal. Be it known, that whereas divers wicked people have trai- 
teroudy ftretched forth their hands to plunder the fubjeds and wade 
the royal dominions; for this jreafojt, the faid pergunnah, &c. is 
granted to the Englifh Company, in part for difburfcments of their ex- 
pences, and the monthly maintenance of five hundred European horfe, 


nva 
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two tliou fan d European foot, and eight thou fan d feapoys, which are 
to be entertained for the protection of the royal dominions', let the 
above officers quietly and contentedly attend and pay to the perfons 
appointed by the Engiith Company, the dated revenues, and implicitly 
lubmit in all things to their authority. And the office of the collector 
of the Engiifli Company is as follows: They jlmH continue the Zemindars 
and Tenants in their places, regularly co leCt the revenues of the lands, 
and deliver them in monthly for the payment of the expences of the 
Company, and the pay of the above-mentioned forces, that they may 
be always ready, cheerfully and vigorously to promote the affairs of the 
king. Let this be punctually obferved. 

Dated the 4th of the moon Rabbi al Awvul, iff fun, anfwcnng 
to the i ft of the month Cartic, rxy6, Bengal Rile. 

N. B. The Sunnuds for the Cliucklah of Midnipore, in the diftriCts 
of theSubah of Oriffia, and for the Tanna of Iflamabad, or Chittigong, 
appertaining to the Subah of Bengal, are worded as the above. 

Sunnud under the feal of the Nabob Naffer al Muluck, 6cc. 

To the Daroga of chunam (or lime) and to the Naib of Silhett. Be 
it known. That whereas the English Company are con it ru Cling a fort 
in Calcutta, and meet with great ob/tacles in finifh/ng that work, in 
the want of ftone chunam; for this reafon it is ordered, that of what¬ 
ever quantity of chunam is produced at that place, one half (the price 
thereof being received agreeably to the rate of that place) be delivered 
to the gomaffahs of the Englilh .Company for the term of three years, 
that no delays may be occalioned in tinilliing the fort aforefaid; and 
the other half is to be fent for the Sircar. Let this be punctually ob- 
lerved. 

Dated the 4th of the moon Rabbi al Awvul, iff fun, anfwering 
to the iff of the month Cartic, jiy6, Bengal ffile. 
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N° X. 

Copy of a treaty between the Engliih Eaft India Company and Meer 
Jaffier Ally Khawn, on their reinftating him in the nabobfhip of 
Bengal. Dated the 10th July 1763. 

The Company’s The feal of the Nabob, Meer Mahomed Jaffier 
large feal. Khawn Bahader Mahabut Jung, &c. 

Articles of a treaty and agreement between the Governor and Coun¬ 
cil of Fort William on the part of the Englifli Eafl; India Company, 
and the Nabob Shujah al Muluck Hoffam 6 Dowlah, Meer Ma¬ 
homed Jaffier Khawn Bahader Mahabut Jung. 

On the part of the Company. 

We engage to rein hate the Nabob, Meer Mahomed Jaffier Khawn 
Bahader, in the fubahdaree of the provinces of Bengal, Bahar, and 
Oriffa, by the depofal of Mahomed Cofliin Khawn, and the effe&s, trea- 
fure, jewels, &c. belonging to Meer Mahomed Coffim Khawn, which 
lliall fall into our hands, (hall be delivered up to the Nabob afore¬ 
named. 

On the part of the Nabob. 

Fir ft. The treaty which I formerly concluded with the Company 
upon my acceftion to the nizamut, engaging to regard the honour and 
reputation of the Company, their Governor and Council, as my own,, 
granting perwanahs for the currency of the Company’s bufinds; the 
fame treaty 1 now confirm and ratify. 

Secondly. I do grant and confirm to the Company, for defraying 
the expences of their troops, the Chucklahsof Burdwan, Midnipore, and 
Cbittigong, which were before ceded for the fame purpofe. 

Thirdly. I do ratify and confirm to the Engliffi the privilege granted 
them by theirffirmaun and feveral hulbulbookums, of carrying on their 
trade by means of their own duftuck, free from all duties, taxes, or 
impofitions in all parts of the country, excepting the article of fait, on 
which a duty of per cent, is to be leived on the Rowana or Hoogly 
market price. 

Fourthly, 
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Fourthly. I give to the Company half the- faU-pefre which is pre¬ 
duced in the country of Purnea, 'which their gornaftahs (hall fend to 
Calcutta* The other half fhall be collected by my fowzdar, for the 
ufe of my office^ - f end I will fuffer no ofh<?r perfoh 'to mate purchafes 
. of this article in ; thar country. 

Fifthly. In the Chucklah .of Si Hie ft, for the /pace of five years, com¬ 
mencing with the Bengal year 1170, my fowzdar and the Company’s 
gomastfah fhall join tly prepare chunam, of which each fhall defray half 
the expenc.es ; and half the chunam fo made (hall be given to the Com¬ 
pany, and the other half fhall be for my ufe. 

Sixthly. I will maintain twelve thoufand horfe and twelve thoufand 
loot in the three provinces. If there fhould be occafion for more, the 
dumber fhall be increafed by confent of the Governor and Council pro¬ 
portionally to the emergency. Beiides thefe, the forces of the Englifh 
Company (hall always attend me when they are wanted. 

Seventhly. Wherever I fhall fix my court, either at Murfhedab&d or 
elfewhere, I will advife the Governor and Council; and what number 
of Efcglifk forces I may have oecafion for in the management of my 
affairs, I will demand them, and they fhall be allowed me v and art 
Englifh gentleman fhall refide with me to tranfaft all affairs between 
rne and the Company; and a perfon fhall alio refide on my part at 
Calcutta, to negociate with the Governor and Council. 

Eighthly. The Jataperwanahsiffued by Coffim AHy Khawn, grant¬ 
ing to all merchants the exemption of all duties for the (pace of two 
years, fhall be* reverfed and called in, and the duties collefted as before. 

Ninthly. I will caufe the rupees coined in Calcutta to pafs in every 
re Ip eft equal to the ficcas of Murfhedabad, without any deduction of 
batta; and whofoever fhall demand batta, fhall be punifhed. 

Tenthly. I will give thirty lacks of rupees to defray all the ex- 
. peaces and fois accruing to the Company from the war and ffoppage of 
their iaVeflment; and I will reimbutfe to all private perfons the amount 

* By the finnaun granted by the Mogul Furnrkhfeer to thegnglrffi, to fficure them from thcop- 
, preffions of fubordmate governments, they traded by their duiyjck, duty free. Upon the diflblu- 
tion or the Mogul empire, the provincial government of Bengal aJfo became independent • where 
the Englrfh trade growing extremely extent! ve, the privileges granted them by the dtifluck became 
a notorious abide, which in efFefl made them the monopolizers of all trade, even from the natives 
ol the country The Nabob Mcer Coffim, very fcnfible that fuch was the cafe, and finding it 

Orfhcult to fettle any plan with the Englith which had not a tendency to opprefs his own fubk 4 s 

f0r tWO yeafS * He was foon after de P oi ' ed i »ad as this abolition of duties 
Crvw*° 2 ? n / l . tives °f the rmne Noting of trade with the Engliili Company and their 
Ihnnlr) L. her ^f°^ e thls article of the prefent treaty was made, that Meer Coffim's perwaunbs 

' ”* ,h,t ,l,e dufe ftot,ld a s iin ie 1* <•* vta. SgiiS! 
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■of Rich Ioffes proved before the Governor and Council, as they may 
fuftain in their trade in the country; if I fhould not be able todifcharge 
this in ready money, I will give alignments of land for the amount. 

Eleventhly. I will confirm and renew the treaty which I formerly 
made with the Dutch. 

Twelfthly. If the French come into the country, I will not allow 
them to ereft any fortifications, maintain forces, hold lands, zemirf* 
daries, &c. but they jfhall pay tribute and carry on their trade as in 
former times. 

Thirteenthly. Some regulations fhall be hereafter fettled between 
us, for deciding all dilputes which may arife between theEnglifb agents 
and gomaftahs in the different parts of the country, and my officers. 

In teftimony whereof, we the faid Governor and Council have fet our 
hands and affixed the feal of the Company to one part hereof, and the. 
Nabob aforenamed hath fet his hand and feal to another part hereof, 
which were mutually done and interchanged, at Fort William, the 
10th day of July 1763. 

Signed HENRY VANSITTART. 

JOHN CARNAC. 

WILLIAM BILLERS. 

WARREN HASTINGS. 

RANDOLPH MARRIOTT. 

Fort William, the 29th De- HUGH WATTS, 

cember 1763. 

A true Copy. 

JOHN GRAHAM, fecretary. 


No XL 

Copy of the demands made by the Nabob Meer Jaffier Ally Khawn, 
and agreed to by the .Governor and Council, upon the treaty of 
the 10th of July 1763 (N*X,); and alfo copy of the Nabob’s 
agreement to pay the company 500,000 rupees per month during 
the war with the Nabob Sujah al Dowlah. Dated the 16th Septem¬ 
ber 1764. 

Firft. I formerly acquainted the Company with the particulars of 
my own affairs, and received from them repeated letters of encourage- 

C ment 
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ment and kindnefs, with prefects: I now make this requeft, that 70a 
will write in a proper manner to the Company, and alfo to the King of 
England, the particulars of our friendfhip and union, and procure for 
me writings of encouragement, that my mind may be afliircd from that 
quarter, that no breach may ever happen between me and the Englifh, 
and that every Governor, Councellor, and Chief of the Englifh that 
are here, or may hereafter come, may be well difpofed and attached 
to me. 

Second. Since all the Englifh gentlemen afifured of my friendly 
difpofition to the Company confirm me in the nizamut, I requeft that 
to whatever I may at any time write, they will give their credit and 
aflent, nor regard the {lories of defigning men to my prejudice, that 
all my affairs mq go on with fuccefs, and no occafion may arife for 
jealoufy or ill-will between us. 

Third. Let no protedtion be given by any of the Englifh gentlemen 
to any of my dependants, who may fly for fhelter to Calcutta, or other 
of your diftrifflg; but let them be delivered up to me on demand. I 
fhall ffridtly enjoin all my Fowzdars and Aumils on all accounts to 
afford afliftance and countenance to fuch of the gomaftahs of the Com¬ 
pany as attend to the lawful trade of their factories; and if any of the 
laid gomaffahs fhall act other wife, let them be checked in fuch a man¬ 
ner as may be an example to others. 

Fourth, From the neighbourhood of Calcutta to Hoogly, and 
many of their pergunnahs bordering upon each other, it happens that 
on complaints being made, people go againft the Talookdars, Ryots, 
and Tenants of my country, to the prejudice of the bufmefs of the 
Sircar; wherefore let ftridl orders be given that no perfons be lent 
from Calcutta on the complaints of any one upon my Talookdars or 
Tenants; but on fuch occafions -let application be made to me or the 
Naib of the fowzdary of Hoogly, that the Company may be fubjedt to 
no lofs or devaluations. And if any of the traders who belonged to 
the Buckfbunder and Azim gunge, and have fettled in Calcutta, ihould 
be defirous of returning to Hoogly, and carrying 011 their buflnefs 
there as formerly, let no one moleft them. Chandernagore and the 
French factory were preje?ited to me by Co’onel Clive , and given by 
me in charge to Ameer Beg Khawn, for this reafon let ftridl orders he 
given that no Englifh gentlemen exercife any authority therein, but 
that it remain as formerly under the jurifdidlion of my people. 

Fifth. Whenever I demand any forces from the Governor and 
Council for my afliftance, let them be immediately feat to ine, and no 
demand made on me for their expences. 


The 
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The demands of Nabob Sujah al Mu luck HofTam 6 Dowlah, Meer 
Mahomed Jaffier Khawn Bahader Mahabut Jung, we the Prefident 
and Cauncil of the Englifh Company, do agree, and fet our hands to. 
In Fort William, the 10th July 176$. 

Signed HENRY VANSITTART. 

WILLIAM BILLERS. 

JOHN CARTIER. 

WARREN HATSINGS. 

RANDOPH MARRIOT, 

HUGH WATTS. 

* , - * _ # “ * 

Copy of the Nabob Jaffier Ally Khawn’s note for payment of five lacks 
per month, for expences of the Company’s troops during the war 
with Sujah la Dowlah. Dated 16 th September 1764. 

The Nabob Meer Mahomed Jaffier Ally Khawn’s note for five lacks 
of rupees per month, for the expences of the army. 

Account of money fettled for the expences of the Europeans and lea- 
poys, the artillery, and the railing of the cavalry, which lhall be paid 
a month fooner or later according to the particulars under mentioned, 
from the beginning of the month Sophar (3ill: July 1764) of the 5th 
year of the reign, till the removal of the troubles with the Vizier; viz. 

In the province of Bengal, at Murfhedabad - « 300,000 

In the province of Bahar, at Patna - - 200,000 

Total, rupees 500,000 

Written the 19th of Rabbi al Awvul, the 5th year of the Jaloos*. 

N. B. I will include in the aforefaid film, whatever balance may 
be due from me on account of my former agreement with the 
Company. 

A true Copy. 

W. MAJENDIE, fecretary. 


J 


* 16th September 1764. 
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N° XII- 

Copy of the Petition, or Propofals made by the Prince Ally Gohav 
othenvife called The ICing, or The Emperor Shah Jlllutn > to 
Major Hector Munre, then Commander of the Company’s troops, 
at Eanaras; as inclofed. in a letter from the Major to the Gvernor 

and Council at Calcutta. Dated % 2d November 176*. 

* 

If this country is to be kept, put me in poflfefiion of it, and leave a 
fmall detachment of the troops with me, tojhow that I am protected 
by the Englijh , and they' fhall be at my ex pence, that if any enemy 
come any time againft me, I will make filch connections in the country; 
that with tny own troops, and the aforementioned fmall detachment,, 
will defend the -country, without any further afllftance from the Eng* 
lifb, and I will pay them of the revenues of the country^ what Jum they 
Jhall demand yearly. If the Englifh will contrary to their intereft make 
peace with the Vizier, I will go to Dehly, for I cannot think of return¬ 
ing again into the hands of a man.who has ufed me. fo ill. I have no 
friends I depend on more than the Englifh; their former behaviour to 
me will make me ever refpedt and regard them; now is their time to 
be in pofTefition of a country abounding with riches and Creature; IJhalL 
be Jatisfed •with whatever Jhare they pleafe of it . The Rohillas were 
always enemies to the imperious Vizier, they are all my friends. 


N° XIII. 

Copy of the Articles fent on the dth December 1764, by the Gover¬ 
nor and Council of Calcutta, ,to be executed by the Prince Ally 
Gohar, in the character of Emper or ; as in do fed for that p'urpcie 
to Major HeCtor Munro, Commander in chief of the army. 

In confideration of the afllftance and fidelity of the Englifh Company, 
which has freed us from the inconveniencies we laboured under, and 
ftrengthened the foundations of the Em p is. e which God has given us,, 
we have been gracioufly pie a fed to grant to the Englifh Company our 
royal favours according to the following articles, which fhall remain 
firm both at prefent and in future- 
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As the Engliih Company have been put to a great expence, and their 
affairs expofed to danger,, by the war with the Nabob Sujah al Dowlfch, 
unjuftly and. contrary to our royal pie afure waged againft them; we 
have therefore affigned to them the country of Ghazipore, and the reft 
of the zemindary of Bui want Sing, belonging to the nizamut of the 
Nabob Sujah al Dowlah; and the regulation and government thereof* 
we have given to their difpofal, in the fame manner as it was in the 
Nabob Sujah al Dowlah’s. The aforefaid Rajah having fettled terms 
with the Chiefs of the Englifh Company, is, according thereto, to pay 
the revenues to the Company; and the amount fhall not belong to the 
books of the royal revenue , but fhall be expunged from them.. The 
army of the Englifh Company, having joined our Jiandard, fall put us 
in poflifEw of Illahabad, and the reft of the countries belonging to the. 
nizamut of the Nabob Sujah al Dowlah, and the revenues, excepting 
thcffe of R ajah. Bulwant Sing’s zemindary, fhall be in our entire manage¬ 
ment and difpofal. 

As the Englifh Company will be at a further expence in putting us m 
poffeffion of Illahabad, and the reft of the nizamut of the Nabob Sujah 
al Dowlah, we will therefore,, as we get poffeffion, grant to them out 
of our ireafury fuch a proportion of the revenues as the- exigencies o 
our affairs will admit of; and when we are put m full poffeffion*. wc 
will reimburfe the whole expences of the Company in. this bufmefs from, 
the time of their joining our royal ftandard.. 


N*> XIV.. 

Copy of the Imperial Gr.ant, or Fir maun of T n e Emp_e ror. 
Shah granting to fne Company the zemindary of Gha 2 ij 

pore, Banaras, &c. held by the Rajah Bulwant Smg.. Dated 
29th December 1764. 

As the Englifh Company have been pat to-a great expence, and their 
afFairs expofed to danger, by the war which the Nabob Sujah al Dowla . 
un l% Snd contrary 2 to L royal pleafure waged 
have therefore affigned to them the country of Ghazipore, and. the reft 
of the zemindary of Rajah Bulwant. Sing, belonging to ; the m- 
zamut of the ' Nabob Sujah al Dowlah,. and the regulations and 
government thereof we have given to their d.lpofal, ™ f *, C £u” 
fs it was in.the Nabob Sujah al Dowlah s. The aforefaid Rajah h.vmg, 
fettled terms with the Chiefs of the Englifh Company, fs, according 
thereto,, to pay the revenues to the Company. 
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The army of the English Company having joined our ftandard, fliall 
put us in poiTeffion of Ulahabad and the reft of the countries belonging 
to the nizamut of the Nabob Sujah al Dowlah, and the revenues, ex¬ 
cepting thofe of Rajah Bulwant Sing's zemindary, ihall be in our entire 
management and difpofah 

it becomes the Company to fhew their grateful fenfe of our royalfa - 
yours, and to exert themfelves to the utmoft in the proper management 
and regulation of the country, to encourage and befriend our fubjedls, 
to punifli the contentious and expel the rebellious from their territories. 
They mu ft ufe their beft endeavours to promote the welfare of our 
people, the ryots and other inhabitants, to prohibit the ufe of things of 
an intoxicating nature, and fuch as are forbidden by the law of God; 
. m driving out enemies, in deciding caufes, and fettling matters agree¬ 
ably to the rules of Mahomed and the law of the empire, fo that the in¬ 
habitants may apply themfelves, with peace of mind and fatisfaftion, 
to the cultivation of the country and exercife of other their profeftions, 

an that the weak may not labour under oppretiion and violence.- 

l hey will confider thefe as our ftriT injunctions. 

Written on the + th day of Rejub*. Fort William, 6th February 

me 6th year of the reign- 176 - 1 

A true Copy of the tranflatlon, 

W. M A JEN DIE, fecretary. 


-EH 0 Av, 


Copy of a Treaty between the Englilh Eaft India Company and 
Najim al Dowlah, on their mvefting him with the NabSblhip of 

Da'S ^^Febmary”* / ^ Meer Ja * er Kha '™‘ 

Articles of a treaty and agreement concluded between the Governor 
and Council of Fort William on the part of the Englilh Eaft India 
Company, and the Nabob Najim al Dowlah. 

On the part of the Company. 

Naihu th ] t j?° X Tu 0r u n i do en S a § e t0 fe cure to the Nabob 

Jim al Dowlah, the fubahdary of the provinces of Bengal, Bahar, 

* 29th December 1764. 

and 
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and Orifta, and to fupport him therein with the Company’s forces 
i -'nft all his enemies. We will alfo, at all times, keep up fuch force 
a be neceftary, effectually to alii ft and fupport him in the defence 

t provinces; and as our troops will be more to be depended on than 

an, e Nabob can have, and lefs expenjive to him, he need therefore 
entet in none but fuch as are requifite for the fupport of the civil 
oh’icv. of bis government, and the bufinefs of his colleBions through 
the di ill- rent diftridts. 

We do further promife, that, in confideration the Nabob fhall con¬ 
tinue to affift in defraying the extraordiuary expences of the war now 
carry in ;; on again!! Sujah al Dowlah, with five lacks of rupees per 
month, which was agreed £0 by his father, that whatever fums may be 
here .liter received of the King, on account of our afiiftance afforded 
in the war, fliall be repaid to the Nabob. 

On the part of the Nabob . 

In confederation of the afiiftance which theGovemor and Council have 
agreed to afford, in fecuring to me the fucceffion in the fubahdary of 
Bengal, Bahar, and Oriffa, heretofore held by my father, the late Na¬ 
bob Meet Jaffier Ally Khawn, and fupporting me in it againft all my 
enemies, I do agree and bind myfelf to the faithful performance of the 
following articles. 

lft. The treaty which my father formerly concluded with the Com¬ 
pany upon his firft acceflion to the nizamut, engaging to regard the 
honour and reputation of the Company, and of their Governor and 
Council, as his own; and granting perwanaHs for the currency of the 
Company’s trade, the fame treaty, as far as is confiftent with the ar¬ 
ticles hereafter agreed to, I do hereby ratify and confirm. 

ad. Confidering the weighty charge of government, and how effen- 
tial it is for myfelf, for the welfare of the country, and for the Com¬ 
pany’s bufinefs, that I fhould have a perfon who has had experience 
therein to advife and afiift me, I do agree to have one fixed with me; 
with the advice of the Governor and Council, in the flation of Naib 
Subah , who fliall accordingly have, immediately under me, the chief 
management of all affairs; and as Mahomed Reza Khawn, the Naib of 
Dacca, has in every refpedt my approbation, and that of the Gover¬ 
nor and Council, I do further agree, that this truft fliall be conferred 
on him; and I will not difplace him without the approbation of thofe 
gentlemen ; and in cafe any alteration in this appointment fhould here¬ 
after appear advifeable, that Mahomed Reza Khawn, provided he has 
2 acquitted- 
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acquitted h'unfelf with fidelity in his ad mini ft ration, ffall, in fuck 
cafe, be rcinftated in the Naibffip of Dacca, with the fame authority as 
heretofore. 

3d. The bufinefs of the collections of the revenues fhall, under the 
Naib Subah, be divided into two or more branches, as may appear pro¬ 
per : and as I have the fulleft dependence and confidence on the at¬ 
tachment of the Engl iff, and their regard to my interefi- and dignity > 
and am delirous of giving them every teitimony thereof, I do further 
confent, that the appointment and difmifiion of the Mutfeddees of thofe 
branches, and the allotment of their feveral did rifts, fliall be with the 
approbation of the Governor and Council. And , confidering how much 
men of my rank andfatten are obliged to iruf to the eyes and recommen¬ 
dations of the fervants about them, and how liable to be deceived, it is 
my further will, that the Governor and Council fliall be at liberty to ob~ 
je5l and point out to me when improper people are intruded ,i or where 
my officers and fubjedis are oppreffied, and 1 will pay a proper regard 
to fuch reprefentations, that my affairs may be conducted with honour, 
my people every where be happy, and thei r grievances be redreffed. 

4th. I do confirm to the Company, as a fixed relource for defraying' 
the ordinary .expences of their troops, the Chucklahs of Burdwan, Mid- 
nipore, and Chittigong, in Ss full a manner as heretofore ceded by my 
father. The fum of five Jacks of iicca rupees per month for their main¬ 
tenance, was further agreed to be paid by my father; I agree to pay 
the fame out of my treafury, whnft the exigency for keeping up lo 
large an army continues. When the Company’s occa-fions will admit a 
diminution of the expences they are put to, on account of thofe troops, 
the Governor will then relieve me from lueh a proportion of this af- 
fignment, as the increafed expences incurred by keeping up the whole 
force neceffary for the defence of the provinces will admit of; and as l 
efeem the Company's troops entirely equal thereto and as my own , 1 
will only maintain fuch as are immediately neceffary for the dignity of 
my perjbn and government and the bufinefs of my celled ions through the 
provinces. 

5 th. I do ratify and confirm to the Engl iff the privilege granted them 
by their finnaun and feveral bulbulhookums of carrying on their trade 
by means of their own duftuck, free from all duties, taxes, or impo- 
fitions in all parts of the country, excepting in the article of fivlt, on 
which a duty of 21 per cent, is to be levied on the Rowana, or Hoogly 
market price. 

6th. I give to the Company the liberty of purchasing half the falt- 
petre produced in the country of Purnea, which their gomaftahs fhall 

2 fend 
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fend to Calcutta: the other half fhall be collected by my Fowzdar for 
the ufe of my offices: and I will fuffer no other perfons to make pur- 
chafes of this article in that country. 

yth. In the Chucklah of Silhett, for the /pace of five years, com¬ 
mencing- with the Bengal year 1171, my Fowzdar, and a gomaftah on 
the part of the Company, fhall jointly provide chunam ; of which each 
ihaJI defray half the expence, and half the chunam fo made fliall be 
given to the Company. 

8th. Although I fhould occafionally remove to other places in the 
provinces, I agree that the books of the Sircar fliall be always kept and 
the bufmefs. conducted at Murfbedabad, and that fhall, as heretofore, 
be the feat of my government. And wherever I am, I confent that an 
Englifh gentleman fliall re fide with me to tranfadt all affairs between 
me and the Company; and that a perfon of high rank fhall alfo refide 
on my part at Calcutta, to negotiate with the Governor and Council. 

9th. I will caufe the rupees coined at Calcutta to pafs in every re- 
fpedt equal to the ficcas of Murfhedabad, without any deduction of 
batta; and whofoever fliall demand batta fhall be punifhed. The an¬ 
nual lofs on coinage by the fall of batta, on the ifluing of the new 
ficcas, is a very heavy grievance to the country; and after mature con- 
fideration, I will, in concert with the Governor and Council, purfue 
whatever may appear the beff method for remedying it. 

10th. I will allow no Europeans whatever to be entertained in my 
fervice; and if there already be any, they fliall be immediately difmifled. 

nth. The ICiftbundee for payment of the reflitution to the lufferers 
in the late troubles, as executed by my father, I will fee faithfully paid; 
no delays fhall be made in this bufmefs. 

1 ath. I confirm and will abide by the treaty which my father for¬ 
merly made with the Dutch. 

13th, If the French come into the country, I will not allow them to 
eredt any fortifications, maintain forces, or hold lands, zemindaries, &c. 
but they fliall pay tribute, and carry on their trade as in former times. 

14th. Some regulations fhall be hereafter fettled between us, for de¬ 
ciding all difputes which may arife between the Englifli gomaflahsand 
•my officers in the different parts of the country. 

In teftimony whereof, we the faid Governor and Council have fet 
our hands, and affixed the feal of the Company to one part hereof, and 
the Nabob, before named, has fet his hand and feal to another part. 

A true Copy. 

W. MAJENDIE, fecretary.' 

N’ XVI, 
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No XVI. 

Copy of the funnud from the^Nabob Najim al Dowiah, for the rever- 
hon, in perpetuity, of Lord Clive's jagueer to the Company. Dated 
the 23 d June 1765. 

Be it known to the Counfellors and Chiefs of the Englifh Company,*, 
the prefent and future Mutfeddees, the Chow dries, Canongoes, . Muc- 
kaudums, Ryots, Muggaries, and all other inhabitants of the per gun- 
nahs of Calcutta, &c. in the Sircar of Sautgaum, &c. in the pro¬ 
vince of Bengal. 

The fum of 222,958 rupees and odd, agreeably to the Dewanee 
funnud, and the funnud of the High and Mighty Meer Mahomed Jaffier 
Khawn, Nazim of the province, has been appointed from the aforefaid- 
pergunnahs, belonging to the Chucklah of Hoogly, &c. in the Sircar of 
Sautgaum, &c. the Zemindary of the Englifh Company, as an uncon¬ 
ditional jagueer to the High and Mighty Lord Clive. Now like wife 
the faid pergunnahs are confirmed as an unconditional jagueer to the 
High and Mighty aforefaid from the i< 5 th of May, of the 1764th year of 
Chrift (anfwering to the 14th of Zelcada, of the 1177th year of the 
Hegira) to the 16 th May, of the 1/74th Tear of Chrift (anfwering to the 
8th of Rubby al Awvul, of the n88th year of the Hegira) being ten 
years, of which one year is expired, and there are nine to come. 
They fhall appertain as an unconditional jagueer to the High and Mighty 
aforefaid, and after the expiration Of this term they fhall revert as ah 
unconditional jagueer and perpetual gift to the Company, and if 
{which God forbid) the High and Mighty aforefaid fhall die within this 
term, they hall revert to the Company immediately upon his death. It 
i’s resquifite that ye fhould regard the High and Mighty aforefaid, during 
the forementioned term, and after him the Company aforefaid as un¬ 
conditional jagueerdars, arid regularly pay them the revenues of the 
aforefaid pergunnahs. 

Written the 23d of June 1765, anfwering to the 3d of Mohurrum of 
the 1 j 79th Year of the Hegira. 

E. STEPHENSON, Provh Secry. 
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N° XVII. 

Copy of the new agreement, or treaty joiatly,entered into between 
the Nahob Najim al Dowlah, the Nabob Sujah al Dowlah, The 
Emperor Shah Allum, and Lord Clive and the Secret Com¬ 
mittee of Calcutta; upon the latter’s revoking all Former treaties, 
and new-modelling the affairs of the Company, by 'affirming the 
Deyvaniiee. Dated the ibthAuguft 1765, 


(Sealed and approved by The Emperor.) 

Whereas the Right Honourable Robert Lord Clive, Baron Clive of 
Plaffey, Knight, Companion of the mod; Honourable Order of the Bath, 
Major General and Commander of the Forces, Prefident of the Council, 
and Governor of Fort William, and of all the fettlements belonging to 
the united Company of Merchants of England trading to the Eaft Indies, 
in the provinces qf Bengal, Bahar, and Oriffa; and John Carnac, 
Efquire, Brigadier General, Colonel in the fervice of the faid Company, 
and commanding Officer of their forces upon the Bengal Eftablifh merit, 
are hive fled with full and ample powers , on the behalf of his Excellency 
the Nabob Najim al Dowlah, Subahdar of Bengal, Bahar, and Oriffa, 
and likewjle on behalf of the united Company of Merchants of England 
trading to the Eaft Indies, to negotiate, fettle, and finally to conclude 
.a firm and lafting peace with his Highnefs the Nabob Sujah al Dowlah, 
Vizier of the Empire : Be it known to all thofe to whom it may or (hall 
in any manner belong, that the above-named plenipotentiaries have 
agreed upon the following articles with his Highnefs. 

iff. A perpetual and univerfal peace, fincere friendfhip, and firm 
union fhall he eftablifhed between his Highnefs Sujah al Dowlah and his 
heirs, on the one part, and his Excellency Najim al Dowlah, and the 
Englifh Eaft India Company,, on the other, Jo that the faid contracting 
powers fhall give the greateft attention to maintain between themfelves 
their dominions, and their fubje.cts, this reciprocal friendfhip, without 
permitting, on either fide, any kind of hpftilities to be committed from 
■ henceforth for any caufe, or under any pretence whatfoever ; and every 
thing fhall be carefully avoided, which might hereafter prejudice the 
union now happily eftablifhed. 

2d. In cafe the dominions of his Highnefs Sujah al Dowlah fhall at 
any time hereafter be attacked, hfs‘ Excellency Najim al Dowlah a fid 
the Englifh Company fhall aftift. him with a part or the whole of their 
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forces, according to the exigency of his affairs, and fo far as may be 
confident with their o wn fecurity; and if the dominions of his Excel¬ 
lency Najim al Dowlah, or the English Company fhall be attacked, 
his Highnefs fhall in like manner aflifl them with a part or the whole of 
his forces; in the cafe of the Englifh Company's forces being employed 
in his Highnefs’s fervice, the extraordinary expence of the fame is to be 
defrayed by him. 

3d. H is Highnefs folemnly engages never to entertain or receive 
Coffim Ally Khawn, the late Subahdar of Bengal, &c. Sumroo the af~ 
faffm of the Englifh, nor any of the European deferters within his do¬ 
minions, nor to give the lead countenance, fupport, or protection to 
them : he likewife folemnly engages to deliver up to the Englifh what¬ 
ever Europeans may in future defert from them into this country. 

4th. The King, Shah AJlum, fhall remain in full poffedion of Cora, and 
fuch part of the province of lllahabad as he now poffeffesj, which are 
ceded to his Majejiy as a royal demefne for the fupport of his dignity 
and Expences. 

5th. His Highnefs Sujah al Dowlah engages, in the moft folemn man¬ 
ner, to continue Bui want Sing in the Zemindaries of Banaras, GhazL- 
pore, and all thole diftri&s he poffeffed at the time he came over to the 
late Nabob Jaffier Aliy Khawn and the Englifh, on condition of his 
paying the fame revenue as heretofore. 

6th. In confideration of the great expence incurred by the Englijfh 
Company in carrying on the late war, his Highnefs agrees to pay them 
(fifty) 50 lacks of rupees, in the following manner, viz. (twelve) 12 
lacks in money, and a depofit of jewels, to the amount of eight lacks, 
upon the figning of this treaty ; (five) 5 lacks one month after, and the 
remaining (twenty-five) 25 lacks by monthly payments, fo as that the 
whole may be di{’charged.in (thirteen) 13 months from the date hereof. 

7th, It being firmly refolved to reftore to his Highnefs the country of 
Banaras, and the other didri&s now rented by Bui want Sing, notwith- 
danding the grunt of the fame from The King to the Kngliih Company; 
it is therefore agreed, that they fhall.- be ceded to his Highnefs in man¬ 
ner following, viz. They fhall remain in the hands of the Englifh Com¬ 
pany with their revenues, till the expiration of the agreement between 
the Rajah Bui want Sing antjjhe Company, being on the 27 th Novem¬ 
ber next; after which his Highnefs fhall enter into poffedion, the fort 
oi Chunar excepted, which is not to be evacuated until the 6th article 
of this treaty be fully complied with. 

8th. His Highnefs fhall allow the Englifh Company to carry on a trade, 
duty-free, throughout the whole of his dominions. 

9th. AH 


APPENDIX. 29 

9th. All the relations and fubjedts of his Highnefs, who in any man¬ 
ner affifted the Englifh during the courfe of rhe late war, {hall be for¬ 
given, and no ways molefted for the fame. 

10th. As foon as this treaty is executed, the Englith forces {hall be 
withdrawn from the dominions of his Highnefs, excepting fuch as may 
be neceffary for the garrifon of Chunar, or for the defence and proteSiion 
vf The King in the city of Illahabad, if his Majefty thould require a 
force for that purpoie. 

11th. His Highnefs the Nabob Sujah al Dowlah, his Excellency the 
Nabob Najim al Dowlah, and the Englifli Company, promife to obferve 
fincerely and ftridtly all the articles contained and fettled in the prefent 
treaty!; and they will not fuffer the fame to be infringed, diredtly or 
indirectly, by their refpeftive fubjedts; and the faid contradting powers 
generally and reciprocally guarantee to each other all the ftipulations of 
the prefent treaty. 

CLIVE [L. S.] 

JOHN [L. S.] CARNAC. 

SUJAH [L. S.] AL D OWL AH’s Seal and Ratification. 

MIRZACOSSIM RHAWN. 

RAJAH SHETABROY. 

MEER MASHA ALLAH. 

Signed, fealed, and foiemnly fworn fo according to their refpedtive 
faiths, by the contradting parties at Illahabad, this 16th day of Au- 
guft, in the year of our Lord 1765, in the prefence of us-- 

EDMUND MASKELYNE, 

' ARCHIB. SWINTON, 
GEORGE VANSITTART. 

Fort William, September 30th 1765. 

A true Copy. ALEXANDER CAMPBELL. 

s. s. c. 


N° XVIII. 

Copy of the General Firtnaun from the Emperor, Shah Allum, 
granting to the Company the Dewannee of Bengal, Bahar, and 
Oriffa. "Dated 12th Auguft 1765. 

At this happy time our royal firmaun, indifpenfably requiring obe- 
lienee, is iffued, That whereas, in confutation of the attachments and 

a fervices 
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.fervices of the High and Mighty, the Nobleft of exalted Nobles, the Chief 
of illuftrious Warriors, our faithful fervants and flncere well- withers, 
worthy of our royal favours, foe Englifo Company, we have granted them 
the Dewannee of the provinces of Bengal, Bahar, and Or ilia, from the 
■beginning of the Fuiful. Rubby of the Bengal year 1172, as a free gift 
and ultumgau, without the ajXociation of any other perfon, and. with an 
exemption from the payment of the cuftoms of the Dewannee, .which 
ufed to be paid to the court; it is requifite that the fa id Company en- 
-gage to be fecurity, for the fum of twenty-lix Jacks of. rupees a year, 
for our royal revenue, which fum has been appointed from the Nabob, 
Najim al D owl ah Bahader, and regularly remit the lame to the royal 
Sircar; and in-tliis cafe, as the faid Company are obliged to keep up a 
large army for the protection of the provinces of Bengal, &cc. we have 
granted to them, whatfoever may remain out of the revenues of the faid 
provinces, after remitting the fum of twenty-fix lacks of rupees to the 
royal Sircar, and providing for the expences of the nizaflaut: iris re¬ 
quisite that our royal defeeqdents the Vmiers, the beftowers of dignity, 
the Omrahs, high in rank, the great officers, the Mutfeddees of the De¬ 
wannee, the managers of the bufxnefs of the Sultanut, the Jagueerdars 
and Croories, as well the future as the prefent, ufing their conftant en¬ 
deavours for the ellablifoment of this our royal command, leave the faid 
office in poffeffion of the faid Company, from generation to generation, 
for-ever and ever, looking upon them to be infured from diimiffion or 
removal, they mud on no account whatfoever giye them any interrup¬ 
tion, and they muft regard them as excufed and exempted from the 
payment of all the.cuftoms of the Dewannee, and royal demands. Know¬ 
ing our orders on, the fubjeCt to be rood ftriCt and pofitive, let them not 
deviate therefrom. 

Written the 24th of Sophar, of the 6th year of the Jaloos *, 
Contents of the Zimmurn 

Agreeably to the paper which has received our fign-manual, our royal 
commands are iffued, that in coniideration of the attachment and fer- 
vices of the High and Mighty, the Nobleft of exalted Nobles, the Chief 
of illuftrious Warriors, our faithful fprvants and lincere well-wifocrs, 
worthy of our royal favours, the Englifh Company, we have granted 
them the Dewannee of the provinces of Bengal, Bahar, and Orifl’a, from 
the beginning of the FufTul Rubby of the Bengal year x iya, as a free 

* The -jjth Augaft 1765. 
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gift and ultumgau, without the affociation of any other perfon, and 
with an exemption from the cuftoms of the Dewanee, which ufed to 
be paid to the court, on condition of their being fecurity for the fum 
of twenty-fix lacks of rupees a year, for our royal revenue; which fum 
has been appointed from the Nabob Najim al Dowiah Bahader; and 
after remitting the royal revenue, and providing for the expences of 
the nizamut, whatfoever may remain we have granted to the 1 'aid Com¬ 
pany. 

The Dewannee of the province of Bengal. 

The Dewannee of the province of Bahar. 

The Dewannee of the province of Oriffa. 

A true Copy. 

Fort William, ALEX. CAMPBELL. 

30th of September 1 S. S. C. 


N° XIX. 

Copy of the Firmaun from The Emperor, Shah Allum, confirm¬ 
ing to the Englifb Cothpany the provinces of Burdwan, Midnipore, 
and Chittigong, and the 24 pergunnahs of Calcutta, &c. before 
ceded to them by the Nabobs, Jaffier Ally Khawn and Coffim Ally 
Khawn. Dated the 12th Auguft 1765. 

At this- happy time our royal firmaun, indifpenfably requiring obe¬ 
dience, is blued, that the Chucklahs of Burdwan, Midnipore, and Chit¬ 
tigong, &c. and alfo the twenty-four pergunnahs of Calcutta, See. 
(the zemindary of the high and mighty, the nobleft of exalted nobles, 
the chief of illuftrious warriors, our faithful fervants and fincere well- 
wifhers, worthy of our royal favours, the Englifh Company) which 
were granted to the faid Company in the time of Meer Mahomed Cof¬ 
fim and Meer Mahomed Jaffier Khawn, deceafed. We, in confidera- 
tion of the attachment of the faid Company, have been gracioufly 
pleafed to confirm to them, from the beginning of the Fufiul Rub by of 
the Bengal year 1172, as a free gift and ultumagau, without the afio- 
tiation of any other perfon. It is requifite that our royal dependents* 
the Viziers, the beftowers of dignity, the Omrahs, high in rank, the 
great officers* the Mutfeddees of the Dewannee, the managers of the 

bufinefs 
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tmJjnejTs of the Sultanut, the Jagueerdars and C'roories, as well the fu¬ 
ture as the prefent, ufing their conftant endeavours for the efhbhfh- 
ttient of this our royal command, leave the faid diflridts and pergun- 
nahs in ppffeffion of the faid Company from generation tp generation, 
for ever and ever; looking upon them to be infured from di.fmiffion 
or removal, they mull on no account whatfoever give them any inter¬ 
ruption, and they mull regard them as excufed and exempted from the 
payment of all manner of cuftoma and demands. Knowing our orders 
on this fubjedt to be mod: ftridt and pofitive, let them not deviate there¬ 
from. 

Written the 24th of Sophar, of the 6th Year of the Jaloos*. 

Contents of the Zimmun. 

Agreeably to the paper which has received our lign-manual, our 
royal commands are i(Tued, that the Chucklahs of Burdwan, Midnipore, 
and Chittigong, &c. and alfo the twenty-four pergunnahs of Calcutta, 
&c. (the zemindary of the EngHlh Company) which were granted to the 
faid Company in the time of Meer Mahomed Coffim, and Meer Ma¬ 
homed Jaffier Khawn, decealed, be confirmed to the faid Company, as 
a free gift and ultumgau, without the aiTociation of any other perfbn. 

Chucklah of Burdwan. 

Chucklah of Midnipore. 

Chucklah of Chittigong. 

The twenty-four pergunnahs of Calcutta, &c. the Zemindary of 
the Englilh Company, 

Fort William, September goth 1765, 

ALEX. CAMPBELL. 

S. S. C. 

i 

* The i2thAngaft 1765, 
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N° XX. 

Copy of the Firmaun from The Emperor Shah Allum confirm¬ 
ing the Reverfion, in perpetuity, of Lord Clive’s Jagueer to the 
Company. Dated the 12th. Auguft 1765. 

Whereas a fonnud has been prefented to us under the feal of the 
Nabob, Najim al Dowlah Bahader, to the following purport, viz. M The 
■“ fum of 222,958 ficea rupees and odd, agreeably to the Devvannee 
“ funnud, and the funnud of the high'and mighty Sujah al Muluck f 
M Hoftamo Dowlah Meer MohamedJaffiEr Khavvn Bahader, has ' 
** been-appolnted from the Pergunnahs of Calcutta, &c. in the Sircar of 
“ Sautgaum, &c. in the province of Bengal (the Paradife of the earth) 
the 2emindary of the Englifh Company, as an unconditional jagueer 
** to the High and Mighty Zubdut al Muluck NufTer al Dowlah Lord 
" Clive, Bahader, now likewife the faid Pergunnahs are confirmed as 
** an unconditional jagueer to the High and Mighty aforefaid, from the 
“ 16th May of the 1764th year of the Chriffcian ftile (anfwering to the 
* 6 14th of Zelcada of the 1177th year of the hegira) to the expiration 
* of 10 years, they fhall appertain as an unconditional jagueer to the 
“ High and Mighty aforefaid, and after the expiration of this term, 

“ to revert to the Company as an unconditional jagueer and perpetual 
“ gift; and if the High and Mighty aforefaid fhould die within the faid 
** term, they (hall revert to the Company immediately upon his death.” 
And whereas the faid funnud has met with our approbation at this 
happy time, therefore our royal firmaun, mdifpenfably requiring obe¬ 
dience, is iffued; that in confideration of the fidelity of the Englifh 
Company and the High and Mighty aforefaid, the faid jagueer ftand 
confirmed agreeably to the aforefaid funnud : it is requifite that the pre¬ 
sent and future Mutfeddees, the Chowdries, Canongoes, Muckaudums, 
Ryots, and all other inhabitants of the Pergunnahs of Calcutta, &cc. in 
the Sircar ofSautgaum, &c. regard the High and Mighty aforefaid dur¬ 
ing the forementioned term, and after him the Company aforefaid, as - 
unconditional Jagueerdars, and regularly pay them the revenues of the 
faid Pergunnahs. 

Written the 24th Sophar, the 6th year of Jaloos *. 


* The 1 ath of Auguft 176 $. 
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Contents of the Zimmirn. 

Agreeably to the paper which has been received, our fign manual, 
our royal commands are ifTued, that whereas the fum of 222,958 ficca 
rupees and odd, has been appointed from the Pergunnahs of Calcutta, 
&c. in the Sircar of Sautgaum, &c. the zemindary of the Englifh Com¬ 
pany, as an unconditional iagueer to the High and Mighty Subdut al 
Muluck Nuffer al Dowlah Lord Clive Bahader, agreeably to the De- 
wannee funnud, and the funnud of the Nazim of the province ; in con- 
iideration therefore of the attachment of the High and Mighty afore- 
laid, we have been graciouily pleafed to confirm to him the^faid Per¬ 
gunnahs for the fpace of ten years, commencing from the 16th May of 
the 1764th year of the Chriftian ftile, or 14th of Zelcada of the 1177th 
year of the hegira; and in confideration of the attachment of the Eng¬ 
lifh Company, we have granted the faid Pergunnahs to them after the 
expiration of the aforefaid term, as an unconditional jagueer and per¬ 
petual gift; and if the High and Mighty aforefaid fhould die within 
this term, the faid Pergunnahs are to revert immediately to theEnglhk 
Company. 

Fort William, the 30th September 1765. 

A true Copy. 

ALEX R CAMPBELL.. 
S. S.C, 


N° XXL 

Copy of the Firmaun from The Emperor Shah Allum, granting - 
to the Company the Five Northern Sircars of Sicacole, &c. Dated 
1 2th Auguft 1765. 

In thefe happy times, our firmaun, and full of fplendor and worthy obe¬ 
dience, is descended, purporting, that whereas Salabat Jung Bahader, 
fubahdar of the Deccao, conferred the Sircar of Sicacole, &c. on the 
Fie.ich Company; and that, in confieqnence of its not king confirmed 

by 
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by us t either by firmaun or otherwise, the high, mighty, and glorious 
Chiefs of the Khawns, chofen of the Oinrahs, Seapoy Surdars, truly 
faithful, worthy of receiving favours and obligations, our invariable 
and never-failing friends and well-withers, the Englifla Company, 
(having fent a large force for that purpofe) did expel the French there¬ 
from. We therefore, in con fid oration of the fidelity and good withes 
of the High, Mighty, &c. &c. Engliffi Company, have from our throne , 
the bafis of the world , given them the aforementioned Sircars by way 
of ini-am or free gift (without the lead participation of any perfon 
whatever in the fame) from the beginning of the Phufiful of Tuccau- 
cooul, in the year of Phaly 1172, equal to the month of April 1762. 
It is incumbent therefore upon you, our Sons, Omrahs, Viziers, Go¬ 
vernors, Mutfeddces, for the affairs of our dewanfhip, Mootecophils for 
thofe of our kingdom, Jagueerdars and Croories, both now and here¬ 
after, for ever and ever, to ufe your endeavours in the ftrengthening 
and carrying into execution this our moft high command, and to cede 
and give up to the above-mentioned Engliffi Company, their heirs and 
defendants, for ever and ever, the aforefaid Sircars, and efteeming 
them like wife free, exempt, and fafe from all difplacing and removal : 
by no means whatever, either moleft or trouble them on account of 
the demands of the Dewan’s office, or thofe of cur Imperial Court, 
Looking upon this high firmaun as an abfolute and pofitive order, 
ebey it implicitly. Dated the 24th of the moon Sophar *, in the fixtfi 
year of our reign. 

Forms made ufe of on the back of the Firmaun, 

From the fecretary, fetting forth, that his Majeffy had been pie a fed 
to fign a petition, (fuppofed to be from the Company) of the fame date 
as the firmaun, directing, that whereas Salabat Jung Babader, Subahdar 
of the Deccan, conferred the Sircar of Sicacole, See. on the French 
Company, and that in confequence of it’s net being confirmed by his 
Majeffy, either by firmaun or otberwife, the High, Mighty, See. See, 
Englifh Company (having fent a large force for that purpofe) did ex¬ 
pel the faid French therefrom. His Majeffy therefore, in confideration 
of the fidelity of the aforefaid Englifh Company, has given them (with¬ 
out the participation of any perfon whatever in the fame) the above- 
mentioned Sircars by way of iniam or free gift. 


* Equal to the 12 th Align ft 1765. 
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Then follow two orders from the Mogul; the firft, fuppofed to be 
in his own hand, addreffed to his fon Mirza Mahomed Acbur Shah Ba- 
hader, telling him to comply with the contents of this firmaun; the 
other directing that the Englifh Company be under his fon’s command 
or in his Refaula. The whole atteffed under JFCazy Inauyet Khawn't 
feal to be a true copy from the original. 


n° xxir. 

Copy of the agreement whereby the Right Honourable Robert Lori 
Clive, on the part of the Englifh Eaft India Company, agrees to 
pay the King Shah Allum, from the revenues of Bengal, jBahar, 
and Oriffa, the fum of twenty^fix lacks, or 315,000!. per an¬ 
num, in gratitude for the favours which his Lordlhip and the 
Company had received from His Imperial Majesty. Dated 
19th Auguft 1765. 

Articles of agreement with his Majeffy. 

The Nabob Najim al Dowlah agrees to pa/ to his Majeffy out of the 
revenues of Bengal, Bahar, and Oriffa, the fum of 26 Jacks of rupees 
a year, without any deduction for batta, on bills of exchange, by re¬ 
gular monthly payments, amounting to Rs. 216,666—10—9 per month ; 
the firft payment to commence from the iff of September of the prefent 
year ; and the Englifh Company, in eon fide ration of his Ma jelly's 
having been gracioufly pleafed to grant them the dewannee of Bengal, . 
&c. do engage themfelves to be fecurity for the regular payment of "the 
fame. It 3 iall be paid month by month from the fatffory of Patna, to 
Rajah -Shetabroy, or whomfoever his Majeffy may think proper to no¬ 
minate, that it may be forwarded by him to the court: but in cafe the 
teritories of the aforefaid Nabob fhould be invaded by any foreign 
enemy, a deduction is then to be made out of the ffipuiated revenue, 
proportionally to the damage that may be fuffained. 

In confideration of Nudjuff Khawn’s having joined the Enslifh forces, 
and atffed in his Majeffy's fervice in the late war, his Majeffy will be 
gracioufly pleafed to allow him the fum of two lacks of rupees a year, 
to be paid by equal monthly payments; the firft payment to commence 
10m the iff .cl September of the prefent year; and in- default thereof, 

r th« 
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the Englifh Company, who are guarantees for the fame, will make it 
good out of the revenue allotted to his Majefty from the territories of 
Bengal. If the territories of Bengal.jfhouId at any Time be invaded, 
and on that account a dedu&ion be made out of the royal revenue, in 
fuch cafe a proportionable deductionihall alfo be made out of NudjufF 
Khawn's allowance. . 

Dated the 19th of Auguft 1765. . 

Fort William, 30th September 1765. 

A true Copy. . 

ALEX R CAMPBELL* 

S. S. C. 


xxur. 

Copy of the Articles of Refignation agreed to in July 17613, where¬ 
by the Nabob, Najim al Dowlah, agrees' to. accept of the fum of' 
5,38:6,13:1 rupees 9. annas, or 673,266 pounds Rerling, for the 
fupport of his government and dignity ; becauie His Imperial 
Majesty Siiah Allum had been pleafed to give the revenues of 
his nqbobjbip to the Englilh Eall India Company. 

Agreement with the Nabob made by Mr. Francis Sykes in July 1765. . 
(See his letter-to the Secret Committee at Calcutta, dated the 28 th . 
July 1765.) 

The King having been gracioufly pleafed to grant the. Englifh Com-~ 
panjfthe dewannee of Bengal, Bahar, and Oriifa, with the revenues 
thereof, as a free gift for ever, on certain conditions, whereof one is, 
that there fhall be a fuiiicient allowance out of the faid revenues for 
fupportiog the expence of the Nizamutj be it known to. all whom it 
may concern, that I do agree to accept of the annual fum of ficca ru¬ 
pees, 5,386,131—9—0 as an adequate allowance for the fupport of the 
Nizamut, which is to be regularly paid as follows, viz. the.fum of hbca 
rupees 1-,7 78,8^4—1—o for, my houfehold expences, fervants, &c. ar;d 
the remaining fum of rupees 3,607,277—0—o for the main m nance cf . 
ftch horfe, feapoys, peons', bercundazes, &c... as may be th rmt me- 
ceiTary for my Sewawry, and the fuppoFt of my dignity .only,, fbmld . 
fuch an expence hereafter be thought ne cell ary to be kept up, but on 

‘ 7 . f . " c0 
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no account ever to exceed that amount; and having- a 1 perfect reliance 
on Maeen al Dovtdah, l delire he may have the difburfing of rupees, 
3,607,277—8—0 for the.purpofes before-mentioned. This agreement, 
by the bleffing of God, J hope will he in viola biy oblerved, as long as 
the Englifli Company’s factories continue in Bengal. 

A true Copy. 

ALEX. CAMPBELL. 

s. s. c. 


No XXIV. 

The Memorial of Mr. Thomas Hamilton, to the Honourable the 
Mayor’s Court of Calcutta. Dated 13th June, 1769. 

To the Honourable the Mayor’s Court for the town of Calcutta, at 
Fort William, Bengal. 

The Memorial of Thomas Hamilton of Calcutta, furgeon, 
Sheweth, 

That fome time in or about the month of fune I aft pad: the memo- 
rialift was a fuitor in this honourable court, again!! Ramababoo, de¬ 
fendant, and employed Mr. Richard WMttati, one of the attornies of 
this court, as his attorney, to profecute and maintain the fame. ■ 

That, in the courfe of laid fuit, the memorial iff was informed, and 
did, on very good authority, believe, that the faid defendant was going 
to leave Calcutta, and retire out of the jurifdidion of this honourable 
court. 

That in confequence of fuch information, the memorial!!! took the 
neceflary and ufual deps to feeure himfelf and fuit, by fwearing, by- 
affidavits drawn by his faid attorney, to the truth of his demand, and 
his belief of the laid defendant’s being about to depart; in order to 
oblige the faid defendant to give bail, as is the conftant and invariable 
practice of this court, as the memorialift is advifed. 

That after fome time, the memorialift finding, notwithftanding his 
affidavits Iworn as above recited, that no warrants were ifiued to compel 
defendar it to give bail as required, the memorialift imagined 
himfelf neglected by his faid attorney, and in confcquence very freely 

com- 
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communicated his fen ti men ts to his faid attorney, who excufed himfelf, 
by declaring it was not in his power to do what he conceived he ought 
for the memorialift, forafmuch as he was brow-beat, and intimidated by 
Cornelius Goodwin , efquire, then Mayor, and even threatened to be ex¬ 
celled the court on the occajion ; and that the faid Mr. Goodwin, then 
Mayor, did, in or about the 7th day of June aforefaid, in open court in 
judgment fitting, declare, that the memorialift's oath ought not to be taken ; 
and that the defendant had been with him at his houfe , and had there fa¬ 
lsified him, that he, .the defendant, was a man of fubftance ; and the re- 
fult of the faid private interview between the faid Mayor and the faid 
defendant, was the faid Mayor's then and there, in open court, declar¬ 
ing, that the memorialift’s faid affidavits fhould not be taken nor ad¬ 
mittedi and though warants had been before ordered, they were then 
fuperfeded, and bail was directed not to be given ; at the fame time the 
memorialift’s faid attorney was obliged to be filent in his behalf, being 
at the fame time and place, by the faid Mayor, threatened to be expelled 
the court, if ever he undertook fuch a caufe in future. 

That the faid Mr. Whittall, the memorialift’s attorney, hath fince, 
and very lately, further advifed the memorialift,' that or about Tnef- 
day the 30th day of May laft paft, he the faid Cornelius Goodwin, then 
an Alderman, did in public court, then and there declare, that the faid 
Mr. Whittall had drawn in the memorialift to fwear to an affidavit to 
make a man give bail (meaning in the above caufe) and had perfuaded . 
the memorialift to fwear to the fame. 

The memorialift therefore conceives himfelf greatly wronged and ag¬ 
grieved, both in his character, reputation, and intereft, by the fcanda- 
lous and injurious fpeeches, and 1110ft partial proceedings of him the 
faid Cornelius Goodwin, in hearing any- party in a caufe pending in 
this honourable court, at his own heufe, and -then coming to the bench, 
and there refilling the memorialift the benefit of the laws of his coun¬ 
try, becaufe he was piealed .to be fatisfied with the adverie party, pri¬ 
vately in his own houfe. Which proceedings of him the faid- Corne¬ 
lius Goodwin, the memorialift doth aver and maintain to -be repugnant 
to equity and good confidence, and • manifeftiy tending to the infamy, 
wrong, and injury of the memorialift^ and luch as require immediate 
redreis and relief j the which, in order to obtain, is the true intent and 
meaning of this memorial to this honourable court, if-happily the-fame 
may be thereby had: the memorialift humbly-conceiving,, that being 
an Alderman of this court is no lanclion lor the laid Mr. Goodwins 
treating him as the moft in famous of men, by faying that his: oath ought 

net 
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$ not to -be taken, or that he is to he Brawn in or perfuaded, either by 
his attorney or any. other perfon, todwcar to any thing wherein his con- 
fcience does ndt take part, ; or thbt he is thereby at liberty, on any 
private conference with the meraorialift’s adversary on t of court, to de¬ 
prive him, a true and liege Bricifh fubjedt, of the benefit of the laws of 
his country: from which alone he experts redrefs in this honourable 
• court. 

THOs HAMILTON. 

A true Copy. 

Signed J. MAY, Regifter. 


N° XXV. 

The Anfwer of Cornelius Goodwin, Elquire, Alderman, and late 
Mayor of Calcutta, to the Memorial of Mr, Thomas Hamilton ; 
addreffed to the Honourable the Mayor’s Court of Calcutta. Dated 
ayth June 1769. 

To David Killiean, Efquire, See. Members of the Honourable the 
Mayor’s Court. 

Gentlemen, 

Mr. Thomas Hamilton having prefented to this honourable court a 
memorial, fetting forth fome pretended injuries or grievances received 
from me, or through my means, relpedting a fuit he commenced in 
this honourable court againft Ramababoo, on or about the month of 
June laft paft, and it appearing to me, that I am greatly injured in 
the reprefentation of thofe grievances, I think it incumbent on me, for 
my own j unification, to acquaint this honourable court with the feveral 
circumftances relating thereto, as far as I can recolleft after fo great a 
diftance of time; and fhall then leave it to the judgment of this honourable 
court, how far I have merited the memorialift’s accufations. 

I admit, that the memorialift did apply to me, as the then mayor, 
for a warrant to oblige Ramababoo to give bail in the fuit commenced 
again ft him by the laid memorialift ; and in 'confequence of laid appli¬ 
cation I granted a warrant, but feveral creditable and refponfiblc 


people 


Calcutta, 

:13th June 1769. 
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people coming fhortly after to me, and ajfuring me that the fa id Rama- 
baboo was a man of fubfiance and property, and not about to depart 
the jurifdidtion of this honourable court} and as a confirmation of what 
they had afiured me, the faid Ramababoo having produced at the fame 
time feverai interefi bonds to a confiderable amount, for monies lent 
by him to feverai gentlemen in the fettlement, 1 was induced to put a 
jlop to the execution of the faid Warrant: and the fucceeding court day I 
verbally related the foregoing circumfiances, in juftification of my conduit 
upon the occafion, to the members then with me upon the bench, who 
made no objection thereto. 

Refpeiting the me mortal ills reprefentation of being informed by his 
attorney, Mr. Whittall, that it was not in his power to do what he con¬ 
ceived he ought for the memorialifi, forafmuch as he was brow-beat 
and intimidated by me, and even threatened to be expelled the court 
on the occafion, I do mod folemnly declare thele after tions of Mr. 
Whittall’s to be falfej and, to the bell of my remembrance, I faid 
nothing more to him u\ on the occafion, than blaming him for advifing 
his client to a- ply for the warrant, and recommending to him to be 
cautious in future in his application for warrants of that kind. f mult 
beg leave alfo. to remark, that it appears (by the firft part of the me- 
morialift’s reprefentation on this head) the memorialifi had not been 
informed by his attorney, Mr. Whittall, for fome time, of what had 
palled in the court relative to the warrant being fuperleded; or even 
till the memorialifi had applied to his faid attorney upon the occafion, 
when he charged him with having been neglefted by him. How Mr. 
Whittall accounted for this omiffion, I can t pretend to fay ; but I am 
inclined to think, he would not have deferred informing his client with 
what he afterwards did, as is fet forth by the memorialifi, if it had been 
real; nor was it juftiliable in him to omit giving his client the earliefi 
notice of die warrant being fuperfeded, together with the reafon which 

was affigned for it. ; 

The memorialifVs reprefentation* refpedting a declaration of mine in 
open court, that his oath ought not to be taken, and his affidavit not ad¬ 
mitted, doth, in my opinion, confute itfeIf j it evidently appearing, that I 
laid the blame entirely on Mr. Whittall for applying for the wairant, and 
therefore could not, with the leaft propriety, point at the memorialifi ; 
nor had I any right, without the concurrence of the other members upon 
the bench, to expreis myfelf in lo dictatorial a manner as is let forth by 
the memorialifi. 
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In anfwer to tfie memorial] ft’s reprefenting his having been very lately 
advifed by his attorney, Mr, Whittali, that I, as an alderman, did, on 
or about the 30th day of May Iaft, in public court declare, that the faid 
Mr. Whittali had drawn in the memorialift to iwear to an affidavit to 
make a man give bail, and had perfuaded the memorialift to Iwear to the 
fame, I beg leave to let forth to this honourable court the eircumftance 
that occafiotied the memorialift’s name to be mentioned that day in' court, 
and which was as follows. 

Mr. Killican, the prefent Mayor, being tnen upon the bench, was 
obfervin^ to Mr. Miller and mylelf, that he Ihould be cautious- m future 
how he granted warrants, as he had reafon to apprehend they were too 
frequently applied for without proper foundation. In conference of 
this I faid (without the leaft intention of injuring the memorialift) that 
I recollected Mr. Whittali had prevailed upon the memorialift to app.y 
laft year for a warrant, which afterwards appeared to me to be unne- 
ceffary: and this, to the bed of my remembrance and belief, was all 
that was faid upon the fubjeft. I niuft now beg leave to inform this 
honourable court, that die next day, or two days after the above con- 
verfation, the memorials came to my houfe, feemingly in great wrath, 
and challenged me with having faid in court, at the time aforelaid, that 
he had taken a falfe oath. My anfwer to him was, that I had not laid 
lo. Whereupon he-told me,- that Mr. Whittali was his author; and 
that he, the memorialift, was ready to fwear it. About half an hour 
after the memorialift left my houfe, I went to the court-houfe, where I 
accidentally met Mr. Whittali, and took that opportunity to tax him 
with what the memorialift had-told-me, as aforefaid; to which he replied, 
that he did not tell the memorialift any fuch thing, I then allured him, 
that the memorialift had faid fo; and in conference of ft concluded, 
that he would have cleared up the point with the memorialift, and that 

I fhould have heard no more of it. , 

Having adhered ftriCtly to truth in the foregoing relation, by way of 
reply to the feveral accufations fet forth againft me by the memorialift, 
in his faid memorial, 1 flatter myfelf with not having merited any part 
of the faid accufations ; and that I fhall ftand exculpated therefrom by 
this honourable court, as likewife from having any intentions of in¬ 
juring the memorialift. 

In regard to Mr. Whittali, I can’t help faying, that I look upon him 
to have boen the promoter of the injurious accufations, and humbly 
conceive his proceeding in the cafe to be very unwarrantable in the 

character of an attorney of this honourable court; and doubt not, upon 

due 
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due con fide ration, that proper notice will be taken of it by the mem¬ 
bers of this honourable court, to whofe judgment I' fubrnit myfelf - 7 and 
am, with all due refpedt. 

Gentlemen, 

Your moft obedient fervant, 

Calcutta, 27th June 1769. CORNEL 3 . GOODWIN. 

A true Copy. 

J. MAY, register. 


N° XXVI. 

The Memorial of Alexander Jephfon, Efquire, to the Honourable 
the Court of Directors of the United Company of Merchants of 
England trading to the Eaft Indies; with the opinion of Sir Wil¬ 
liam De Grey, Sir Fletcher Norton, and Charles Sayer, Efquire, 
thereupon. 

To the Honourable Court of Directors of the United Company 
of Merchants of England trading to the Eaft Indies. 

The Memorial of Alexander Jephfon, late of Bengal, Merchant, but 

now of London. 

Sheweth, 

That your memorial!#, in the year 1762, went to Bengal under free 
■merchants covenants by your permifiion granted in that year; and 
■during his refidence there, and in the year 1766, he married Mrs* 
Gallopine, widow and executrix of the late Peter Gallopine of Calcutta, 
whofe eftate your memorialift found in great confufion, and large de¬ 
mands again# it; and your raemorialift examined and perufed his books 
of accounts with as much care and attention as they would admit of, they 
having been very irregularly .kept, and no balance of his cafh book having 
been ftruck for fome years. 

That it appeared to your memorialifl on fuch examination, that it 
was impofilble any judgment could be formed of his affairs by the date 
of the books at the time of his death, although it was cruelly reported 
that Mr. Gallopine had died worth money, which report has been of 

F 2 great 
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great detriment to the creditors of the eftate as well as to your memo¬ 
rialift ; tor, upon making up the accounts of the laid eftate, your me¬ 
morialift found the fame greatly infolvent to the amount of near a lack 
of rupees ; and in confequence of there not being fufficient afiets to fa- 
tisfy all the creditors on the eftate, your memorialift, and his wife as 
executrix, had feveral fuits commenced again 11 them in the Mayor’s 
Court at Calcutta. 

That in the year 1767, your memorialift and his wife intended to 
come to England, and had engaged their paffage, but were prevented 
by the Mayor’s Court, who called upon your memorialift to give fecu- 
rity, on leaving the country, for the. amount of all the debts and de¬ 
mands on Mr. Gallopine’s eftate; alledging, that as the executrix had 
paid feveral debts in full, £he ought to- pay the remainder, or make an 
equal dividend of the eftate, and that lo much as was overpaid of what 
the dividend would have amounted to, muft be paid out of her own 
feparate eftate: to this youf memorialift anfwered, in behalf of the exe¬ 
cutrix, that fuch debts as were paid were juft demands, and not dif- 
puted, and were paid by her as they were demanded, before any fuits 
were commenced, and before it was known that the ef ate was infolvent , 
and on a fuppojition that there would be fufficient ajfets to anfwer the 
whole demands on /did ejlate : your memorialift alfo acquainted the 
court, that there was a large fum of money due to the executrix on account 
of her marriage fettiement with Mr. Galloping, which was her own proper 
money , and fettled upon her before her intermarriage with Mr, Galloping , 
and vffied in the hands of trujiees , which Mr. Galhpins afterwards pofj'efed 
bimfelj of, by being attorney for one of the trujiees , without the know¬ 
ledge or confent of the executrix , and thereby your memortaliji became the 
greateji creditor : that as all the effects had been accounted for which came 
io the lands of the executrix, and your memorialtheir demanding fuch 
fecurities from your memorialijl on an infolvent eftate, was unjuft and 
contrary to law , and therefore your memorialift refufed to comply with 
giving fuch fecurities: the court then obliged your memorialift to make 
an affidavit in court, that your memorialift would ftay another year for 
the fatisfadtion of the creditors, which your memorialift was compelled 
to comply with, or he would have been fent to prifon ; which compul- 
iion has been a great expence and lofs to your memorialift. 

The court then promifed they would hear the caufes in the courfe of 
the twelve months, and that your memorialift Ihould not be detained 
any longer on account of thefe affairs. 

X hat your memorialift gave public notice for all perfons having de¬ 
mands on the faid eftate, to make them on or before the tft of Septem¬ 
ber, 
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Ber, that your memorialift might not be prevented coming to England 
the next year; and, as it appeared the Banyan, who had the manage¬ 
ment of Mr. Gallopine’s affairs in his life-time, had not given in proper 
and clear accounts, and had allured the executrix that there would be 
Jitfficient afjets to pay all the debts on the ejlate , hefides her own money due 
by virtue of the fcttlement , your memorialift, fufpefting him guilty of 
fame fraud, caufed a bill to be filed againft him for the difcovery of 
the effeffs, and alio to fatisfy the creditors, who ftill could not be per- 
fuaded that the eft ate was infolvent, though your memorialift filed his 
account of the eftate in the Mayor’s Court in Oftober ; and your me* 
moriaHft afterwards delivered in all the books, papers, and accounts be¬ 
longing to the faid Peter Gallopme’s eftate to the Regifter of the Mayor’s- 
Court, by order of the court, for the infpedtion of the creditors. 

That the next year, in February 1768, your memorialift was pre¬ 
paring to come to England; when feveral of the creditors, who then had. 
fuits depending in the Mayor’s Court, filed a new bill againft the exe¬ 
cutrix and your memorialift j and though they made the debts amounfe 
to about 25,000 rupees, they drew out an account of what a dividend 
would produce, and again demanded a fecurity from your memorialift 
of about 78,000 rupees. 

That your memorialift had often attended the court in the conrfe 
of the twelve months, and acquainted them that it was his firm intention 
to leave Bengal that feafon, and prefented feveral petitions requefting; 
they would finifh the affairs, agreeable to their affurances of laft year;; 
alfo of his having taken a paffage on board The Northingtpn, Cap¬ 
tain Sealy, who was to fail the latter end of February, or beginning of 
March, in order to bring them to a conclufion, as your memorialift 
found he could be of no further fervice to the eftate, and his own af¬ 
fairs requiring his prefence in Europe, befides that his health had been 
much impaired'; and upon this bill being filed on the 19th of February 
1768, a few days only before your memorialift was to embark, the 
court’iffued out a warrant, called a Ne exeat regno , which was in the 
words following ;• 

<< By the Honourable the Mayor’s Court at Calcutta at Fort WiL- 
“ liam in Bengal: 

“ To the Sheriff of Calcutta aforefaid, and the diftria thereof, greeting: 

“ Becaufe we have received certain intelligence that Alexander 
«* Tephfon and Philadelphia his wife, who is widow and executrix of 

J r ‘‘ Be tec 


4.6 APPENDIX. 

‘ t peter Gallopine, late of Calcutta aforefaid, merchant, deceafed, pro- 
« pofe immediately to depart out of the jurifdifrion, or out of the reach 
“ of the procefs of this Court, towards parts beyond Teas, to the very 
tc great damage of this Court, and of the fuitors of this Court j and 
(< this Court being willing and deiirous to prevent the lame, you are 
“ commanded by this Court, that without any delay you make the laid 
“ Alexander Jephfon and Philadelphia his wife perfonally to come be- 
« fore you and find fufficient bail, under a certain penalty by you to 
“ be reafonabfy impofed, for which they will anfwer to this Court, that 
tc they or either of them {hall not prelume or attempt to depart towards 
« parts beyond feas, or out of the junfdidtion, or out of the reach or 
tc the procefs of this Court, without the fpecial licence of this Court, 
<< in contempt or to the prejudice or damage of this Court, or ol the 
£( fuitors thereof $ and if this they fliall refule to do before yon, then 
“ do you immediately commit the faid Alexander Jephfon and Phila- 
ec delphia his wife to the prifon at Calcutta aforefaid, in the fame to be 
« kept in clofe cuftody until they do this voluntarily; and when you 
“have fo taken fuch bail or fecurity, do you certify this court thereof 
« clearly and diftindtly under your feal, at the fame time returning this 
« writ to this Court.-Given under the hands and feals of Cornelius 

Goodwin, iElqj Mayor, and of Mr- David K-illican, one of toe alder- 
et men of Calcutta aforefaid, and under the feal of the faid Court, this 
" ninteenth day of February, in the year of our Lord 1768. 

(Signed “ CORNELIUS GOODWIN, Mayor. (L. S ) 

« DAVID KILLICAN, Alderman. (L. S.) 

« (L. S.) JOHN HOLME, regifter. 

.#* Take good bail for current rupees feventy-eight thoufand fix hundred 
« forty-four, and four annas, and one pice." 

This proceeding your memorialift looked upon as illegal, and would 
not comply with; in confequence of which your memorialift was ar- 
refted by the Sheriff by virtue of the above warrant, and committed to 
prifon, without being allowed twenty-four hours to procure bail. 

Your memorialift immediately applied to the Governor and Council of 
Calcutta for red refs, as per the following letter: 

« To 
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t( To the Honourable Harry Verelft, Efq; Preiident and Governor, and 

“ the Council of Fort William. 

** Honourable Sir and Sirs, 

« I beg leave to inform you, that by virtue of an illegal warrant if- 
“ fued from the Honourable the Mayors Court, under the hands and feals 
of Cornelius Goodwin, Efq; Mayor, and Mr. David Killican, one of 
t( the Aldermen, I am this day committed a clofe prisoner to the jail of 
“ this town, which puts me under the difagreeable neceflity of requiring 
“ your immediate protection as an inhabitant of this fettlement, under the 
(c protection of the Honourable Company as a free merchant, and likewife 
“ as a fubjeCt of the king of Great Britain, that I may be properly redrefied, 
** and proceed to England in The Northington, Captain Sealy, agreeable 
64 to the permiliion you have been pleafed to give me. 

Cl I am, with the greateft refpeCt, 

“ Honourable Sir and Sirs, 

M Your mod obedient fervant, 

(“Signed) “ ALEXANDER JEPHSON.” 

Fn the Jail of Calcutta, 

23d February 1768. 

But they informed your memorialift that nothing but decrees regu¬ 
larly appealed from were cognizable by them, as per the following 
letter ; 

** To Mr. Alexander Jephfcn. 

“SIR, 

“ I am directed by the Honourable the Prefident and Council to ae~ 
“ knowledge receipt of your letter of this date; and to acquaint you in 
“ reply, that your application to them can only be as Governor and 
“ Council, or as a Court of Appeals ; in the latter cafe, nothing but 
decrees in the Mayor’s Court, regularly appealed through all the 
“ forms, are cognizable by them : in the former cale, as the Mayor’s 
“ Court, a king’s court of record, is no ways dependent on them, in 

w their 
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£C their judicial capacity, nor no ways anfwerable for their proceedings, 
u they, as a governor and councii, have no right to interfere, even in an 
' illegal aft. 

rt I am, SIR, 

<£ Your moft hunble fervant, 

(Signed) « SIMEON DROZ, fecretary." 

Fort William, 23d February 1768, 

That the attorney for your memorialift during fuch confinement waited 
feveral times on Mr. Droz the fheriff^ and afked what bail was required 
for the enlargement of your memorialift and his wife, who fometimes 
referred him to the court, fometimes to the plaintiffs, and fometimes to 
the Mayor. 

That your memorialift’s attorney then informed Cornelius Goodwin, 
Efq; Mayor, and Mr. Droz the fheriff, he was come to depofit the 
78,000 rupees, the fum marked in die writ, in the Company’s treafury, 
or any other fum which fhould be required j but they abfolutely refufed 
to accept of fuch or any other lhcarity whatioever. 

That the faid Cornelius Goodwin, in the courfe of the proceedings 
againff your memorialift in the faid Mayor’s Court, did frequently de¬ 
clare that your memorialift fhould be detained in the country ; and 
when your memorialift’s faid attorney ftated to the cou t the illegality 
of fuch proceedings, and that they were not agreeable to the laws of 
England, he the faid Cornelius Goodwin declared, 'Thai they had no - 
thing to do with the laws of England there ; that the laws i of England 
were never made for them ; and declared he would not [0 much as hear the 
laws of England named while he fat upon that bench: 'That the faid Cor¬ 
nelius Goodwin, Mayor, and David Killican and John Levett, two of 
the aldermen, had a converfation with the fheriff; and your memo- 
rialift’s attorney waited upon the fheriff, who informed him that your 
memorialift would be releafed on giving iecurity for the money; where¬ 
upon your memorialift’s attorney, by order of your memorialift, offered 
Mr. Williamfon to be fecurity, who was then accepted of; but the next 
morning the Mayor informed your memorialift’s attorney, that the fheriff 
would not accept of any fecurry, without an order of court, for the enlarge¬ 
ment of your memorialift and his wife. 
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That a court was then fummoned (ill March) at which was prefent the 
Mayor, and MeiTrs. Lear, Killican, Cator, and Levett, aldermen, when 
bail was again offered by your memorialift’s attorney* and Mr. Woodward, 
one of the aldermen, declared in open court he would be fecurity for the 
78,000 rupees, which was refufed: whereupon your memorialift’s at¬ 
torney and Mr. Woodward then afked what bail was required ; but the 
court would fix on no fum * and faid Bail would not be taken , as other fuits 
and demands might afterwards he made on the eft ate y and that nothing but 
your memorialift’s prefence in perfon to anfwer the caufes depending in court 
•would be fatisfadlory * and your memorialift received a letter from the 
Sheriff to that purpofe (a copy of which is as follows): 

** To Alexander Jephfon, Efq; 

« S I R, 

“ I have received your note, and am to acquaint you in reply, that 
<£ the court has acquainted me, nothing but your prefence and that of 
** Mrs. Jephfon’s, to anfwer in perfon to the feverat caufes depending 

in court can be fatisfactory to them: in fhort, I am not, nor cannot 
*' take notice of any thing for your enlargement, but a fpecial authority 
€t from the court directing me to releafe Mrs. Jephfon and you. It 

gives me much pain to be obliged to conform to orders of fo fevere a 
f< nature. 

M I am, SIR, 

cc Your rnoft humble fervant, 

(Signed) « SIMEON DROZ, Sheriff.’* 

1 ft March 1768/* 

On receipt of which letter your memorialift immediately wrote to the 
Mayor as follows, but received no anfwer thereto. 

“To Cornelius Goodwin, Efq; Mayor. 

« S I R, 

w I have juft now received a note from Mr. Droz, that he esnnot 
** releafe me on any account without an order from you or the court: 

Mr. Thomas Woodward and Mr. William Harwood will be my fe- 

G “ curity 
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<( curity to anfwer to the decrees againft Mr. Gallopine's eftate, and 
“ this is what I underftand is all the Court want; therefore, Sir, I de- 
“ lire you will fend orders to Mr. Droz to releafe me on thefe gentlemens 
“ becoming my fecurity, or let me know what I am to do, or what is 
“ further wanted of me : thofe gentlemen delire to know when you will 
“ be at home, and they will wait on you to juftify as my fecurity. I requeft 
“ your immediate anfwer - 3 and am, 

“SIR, 

“ Your moft humble fervant, 

(Signed) “ ALEXANDER JEPHSON.'* 
u Calcutta, March ill, 1768.” 

Your memorialift was therefore to confider himfelf as a priloner for 
life, as the Court might always make the fame plea as the prefent, 'That 
other fusts and demands might afterwards be made on the ejiate : and as 
your memorialift was confcious he had done his duty in the manage¬ 
ment of the eftate ; and that thefe proceedings were contrary to the re¬ 
gular courfe of law and juftice ; and that your memorialift had no hopes 
of ever being redrelfed in India; and that by a continuance there 
under th$fe cruel circumftances it might put a period to the life of your 
memorialift, who only wanted juftice and equity to take place: there¬ 
fore your memorialift having given his bond to the Sheriff for the liberty 
of his houfe, on the 2d of March left his houfe, and got into his boat 
with intent to go on board The Northington, having the Governor and 
Council’s per million, and his baggage fent on board j but on his way 
to the Ihip in the river, and near to Inge!lee, the next day, the 3d of 
March, in the evening, your memorialift’s boat was boarded by a mi¬ 
litary ferjeant and foldiers, with fixed bayonets, piftols, and other arms j 
alfo the Sheriff’s officer with the filver oar, who produced the orders of the 
Governor and Council to Captain Sealy and all commanders under the 
Englifh protection, (a copy of which order is as follows) : 

“ Mr. Alexander Jephfon and Philadelphia his wife having, lied 
“ from juftice, in defiance of the laws of the land, I am directed by 
“ the Honourable the Prefident and Council to acquaint you, that you 
‘‘ are on no account to receive them on board your Ihipj and if they 

« are 
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« are on board, you are immediately on receipt of this to deliver them up 
« to the fheriffs officer. 

<( By order of the Honourable the Prefident and Council, 
(Signed) " EDWARD BABER, afliftant fecretary. 

« Fort William, the 2d March 1768.” 

And in this manner your memorialift and his wife were forced back 
to Calcutta, and immediately committed clofe prifoners by the (herift ; and 
your memorialift was thereby deprived of going in 1 he Northmgton, 
which was a very great lofs to your memorialift and his affairs. 

Your memorialift was furprized to find the Governor and Council 
fhould iffue out fuch orders, after their anfwers to your memorialift on 
thefe affairs; and your memorialift addreffed them again during con¬ 
finement, by letters dated the 7* and 14th of March, laid the 
cafe before them ; alfo requefted fuch letters might be forwarded to this 
Honourable Court ; to which your memorialift received the fame an- 
fwer as before. 

Your memorialift and his wife remaining in pnfon, many applica¬ 
tions were made to the Court, the Mayor, and Sheriff, for their en¬ 
largement, as there was only one fhip more. The Admiral Pocock, 
Captain Riddle, to be difpatched that feafon; when the Court at laft 
thought proper to enlarge your memorialift on the 18th of March, on 
giving the Lie bail which he had offered before but which was refuff A 
and fecurity-bonds to anfwer the monies due to the eftates of ieveral de- 
ceafed perfons, to fome of whom Mr. Gallopine was executor, and to 

In confequence of thefe proceedings your memorialift, who together 
with his wife are now in England, was obliged to leave lus eftea^ in 
Bengal in the hands of his bail for their indemnification; and having 
(previous to the iffuing the ne exeat regno) taken lus paffage on board 
The Nortbington, your memorialift forfeited his paffage-money, which 
he had actually paid, and which amounted to near 500I. although your 
memorialift and his wife came home inanothei fhip, ( ocociy. 

Your memorialift, fince his arrival in England, has employed an 
eminent attorney to draw up the cafe, and had the t ren ttoiney jc 
neral Mr. De Grey and Sir Fletcher Nortons opinion thereon; who 
declare the ne exeat,' and the proceedings of the faid Mayor s Court, to 
be illegal, arbitrary, and moft ©ppreffive ; whofe opinions your me¬ 
morialift is ready to lay before this Honourable Court when, called for; 

3 G 2 ail ° 
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alfo all the other original letters and papers relative to thefe proceedings 
and alfo is ready to verify the above charges by affidavits, or in fuch other 
manner as your Honours ffiall diredt. 

Your memorialijl mqjl humbly prays your Honours to take his cafe into 
confideration, and that an enquiry may be had into the conduct and 
proceedings oj Cornelius Goodwin the late Mayor , and the feveral 
other Aldermen of the Mayor s Court at Calcutta , tsohofe condnSl as 
judges thereof have been mofl arbitrary and opprefive in the courfeqf 
the proceedings againfl your memorialijl * and to order home the [aid 
Cornelius Goodwin late Mayor , together with David Killican, Aider- 
man, and Simeon Droz the Sheriff, who have been mofl adlive in op- 
prefflng and injuring your memorialifl, in order to anfwer here for 
thefame ■, forafmuch as your memorialijl cannot hope for any redrefs in 
the premijes in the Mayor s Court at Calcutta, and cannot commence 
any fuit againfl them here wbilfl they are abroad; and that the bail 
which your memorialijl was compelled to give to thefaid Courtfor all 
demands made upon the efate of the faid Peter Gallopine r deccafed, 
who being infohent, and your memorialijl the greateji creditor , may 
be ordered to be difcharged , in order that he may be enabled to 
recover his effeBs from Bengal 3 and to grant fuch further relief to 
your memorialjl as to your Honours Jloallfeem meet* 

And your memorialifl: will ever pray, &cc, 

ALEXANDER JEPH8QN, 

London, ad March 1771* 

Mr. Sayers opinion.. 

Mr. Sayer is defired to perufe the memorial of Mr. Alexander Jephfon,. 
left herewith, and his opinion is delired. 

Query I. whether the fie exeat regno granted by the Mayor’s Court 
againfl: Mr. Jephfon and his wife was legal, and efpecially as it appears 
they were executors of an infolvent eftate, and that the fame iffued without 
any proof before the court to warrant fuch a proceeding ? 

. Anfwer. I have read the memorial of Mr. Alexander Jephfon, and 
if there is no reafon to doubt the fadts therein contained, the ne exeat regno 
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rs not only illegal, but the proceedings relative to Mr. Jephfon and Phi¬ 
ladelphia his wife, under it, are not founded in juft ice, but in wickednefs 
and outrage. I am fatisncd in my own mind, that neither Mr. Cornelius 
Goodwin the Mayor, nor Mr. David Killican the Alderman who figned 
the order of the /9th February 1768 for the committing of Mr. Jephfon and 
wife, without the name of a iingle complainant, could confider it as a 
regular proceeding in a court of juftice, but as an adt of power, for the 
gratification of their private malice and refentment. 

Query II. If the iffulng this writ was illegal, under the circum- 
ftances of this cafe, ought not the Prefident and Council to have ad¬ 
mitted and received the complaint made by Mr. Jephfon, by way of 
appeal from the order of court by which the writ blued, which it appears 
they declined doing; and whether they ought not now fo to do, and give 
the party relief *. and upon the whole, what can the Court of Directors do 
in this matter, on Mr. Jephfon’s behalf, and what is advifable for them to 
do, to prevent iiich illegal practices for the future ? 

Anfwer. The Prefident and Council ought to have admitted and 
received the complaint made by Mr. Jephlon by way of appeal, and 
reverfed every proceeding relating to this illegal ne exeat regno ; but fo far 
were they from fo doing, that except the proceedings of the Mayor’s 
Court, nothing could be worfe than their anfwer to Mr. Jephfon of the 
23d February 176-8, figned Simeon Droz, fecretary, and their order to the 
Captain of the Northington, of the ad March 1768, figned Edward Baber* 
not to receive Mr. jephfon and his wife on board, but immediately deliver 
them to the Sheriff. Such courts of juffice are not only difgraceful to the 
Eafl India Company, but the nation ; and if the Company does not refcue 
the inhabitants in their fettlements from fuch outrage on their properties* 
under the mafk of juffice, Bengal will be defer ted. 

I truft there are men better qualified for judges to be found at Bengal* 
than either Mr. Goodwin or Mr. Killican, and a very legal and fair oppor¬ 
tunity offers itfelf for removing one or both of them from the feat of juffice* 
which they have fofbamefully dbg raced. 

Mr. Jephfon’s memorial hates, as a fadt, that the proceedings were 
complained of to the court as illegal, and not agreeable to the laws of 
England j and that Mr. Cornelius Goodwin declared, they had nothing to do 
with the laws of England there ; that they were never -made for them and 
declared, that he would not fo much as bear the laws of England named while 
be fat upon the bench , 
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If it can be plainly proved* that Mr. Goodwin, Mr. Killican, or any 
other of their aflociates, the Judges of the Mayor’s Court, ufed, fitting in 
judgment, thefe words, or words to the like effect, they ought to be 
removed from being judges of the court, and upon a complaint in writing, 
in fome perfon’s name, exhibited againft Mr. Goodwin, or any other of 
the judges, charging the fadt above Ipecihed in writing, and a reafonable 
time given to him or them to make their defence, and being fummoned for 
that purpole, if the fadt is proved upon them, by at leaft two witneftes, 
they may legally, and ought, for the fake not only of common juftice, but 
common decency, to be difeharged from being judges of the Mayor’s Court, 
and, if poftible, by appointing other judges, prevent the juftice of that 
■country from being fo fcandaloufly adminiftered. 

Copy of Sir William De Grey’s Opinion. 

There is fo much irregularity, illegality, and oppreffion in this ftory, 
that I fcarce know how to believe the parties concerned in tranfadtting it 
would admit it to be true. I think feveral of the decrees as Hated are 
erroneous, and might be appealed from, the principle of law miftaken, 
fome of the orders of the court unjuft, and the ne exeat illegal. If any of 
the parties are in England, adtions might be brought againft them for their 
parts of the tranfadtion, as far as they were illegal ; but before a precife 
remedy can be pointed out, it would be neceftary to fee the particular 
proceedings, and to know the fadts with accuracy, and how far they can 
be brought home to any perfon now in England. 

An appeal from this or that order or decree, or a petition for leave to 
appeal, would not give a full and adequate relief, and would be attended 
with great expence. 

The India Company are fo delirous of eftablilhing a free courfe of iufbce 
in their fettlements, that if the matter is as ftated, I cannot but think a 
memorial to them for a reftitution and fatisfadtion, might produce a 
completer remedy than a procefs at Jaw. 

Copy of Sir Fletcher Norton's Opinion. 

I think there may be cafes where it may be legal to detain a perfon in 
India, and to iftiie writs of the nature with the prefent; but upon this ftate 
of fadts, all the proceedings againft Mr. and Mrs. Jephfon feem to be 
illegal, arbitrary, and molt oppreffive ; and if there is any doubt of 
obtaining redrefs by the ordinary courfe of proceedings in this country, 
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it may be advifable to bring the whole hither by appeal or by way of 
criminal complaint again!* the mayor and others, who have been adtors m 
thefe oppreffions. 


N° XXVII. 

The Cafe of Mr. Richard Whittall; with the opinion of John Dunning, 

Efquire, thereon. 

Mr. Richard Whittall, an attorney of the Court of Kings Bench, with 
the leave of the Eafl India Company, forne time in April 1764-, failed for 
India, as a free merchant, in order to relide at Calcutta, in Bengal. And 
on the 6th day of March iy6y> he was admitted, and iwoin one ox the 
attorn ies of the Mayor’s Court there, agreeably to the practice of the court 
where, by his diligence and good behaviour, he acquired great reputation,. > 
and by his practice procured a very genteel income. / 

The Mayor’s Court at Calcutta, in Bengal, is by his Majefty’s clwter V- 
appointed a court of record, for hearing and determining all civil fuit^ 
actions, and pleas, with power to appoint officers and ministers ; arid 
the court is enjoined to adhere firidfly to the laws of England, in all 
fuch matters as fhould come before them for their determination. The 
court confiils of a Mayor and nine Aldermen, elected, by virtue of the 
charter, by the Governor and Council j and being either tree merchants, 
or lervants of the Company, and many of them holding offices imme¬ 
diately under the Governor, and others being indulged by him with 
the liberty of private trade, or other favours, they are therefore fubjecf 
to the influence and controul of the Governor and Council. And fo 
great is fuch influence, that a Governor has been known, by his pri¬ 
vate mandate, to put a flop to a trial at law which was hearing in the 
court, all the proceedings being gone through, and the faid court 
about to pals judgment thereon. And it is likewiie notorious, 
that if the Governor or Council fhould have any pique or animo- 
fity againft any of the attornies of the Mayor’s Court, private appli¬ 
cation has been made by them to the Mayor and Aldermen for the dif- 
miffion of fuch perfons 5 infomuch that the attornies of the. faid court: 
have found it hazardous to undertake a fuit, efpeciallyih matters of ar¬ 
bitrary proceedings, or oppreffion, wherein the Governor, the Council; 

or. 
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or any of their favourites have been in the leaft iaterefted, on Behalf of 
defendants. 

About the time of Mr. Whit tail’s admiffion as attorney of the Mayor’s 
Court at Calcutta, Mr. Cornelius Goodwin, then an Alderman (fines 
Mayor of the faid Court) did declare, that He, the faid Cornelius Good¬ 
win, “ would take care, when he came \> the Mayoralty, that Mr. 
tl Whittall ffiould not long remain in the office of an attorney of the 
“ faid court; for that he would get him diimifled, in order to have 
t! one Mr. Driver, an intimate of his own, admitted in his dead," or 
words to that efFetft. At this time the faid court would only admit four 
attornies to pradtife in Calcutta; and it it is well known that the faid 
Cornelius Goodwin has often affirmed to himfelf the office of determin¬ 
ing in a private manner, at his own houfe, fuits which ought to have 
been brought on in the public court; and has declared, that if the par¬ 
ties would aply to him alone, he would fettle matters without the 
tedious bufinefs of the law : for which he had his own private views, as 
plainly appeared, and has actually, while Mayor, prejudiced, in fuch 
Unwarrantable manner, the caufes of feveral perfons applying ; fettinfi¬ 
at naught the laws of England, and holding them in contempt, by 
which, as a judge, he ought to have been directed ; faying, C( That 

England was a great way off; that they had nothing to do with its 
xt laws there;” (meaning the faid court, where he, the faid Cornelius 
Goodwin, then fat as Mayor) “ That the Jaws of England were never 
** made for India ; and that while he prefided on the bench, he would 
“ not fo much as hear the laws of England mentioned in that court," 
or words to that purport or effeft. Farther, that when the faid Cor¬ 
nelius Goodwin was eledted Mayor, in order to lay a foundation for 
carrying his purpofes, declared againft Mr. Whittall the more readily 
into execution, he did frequently intimidate and reprehend the faid 
Mr. Whittall, in the courie of fuch fuits as he was .concerned in ; and 
which, as Mayor of the laid court, came before him i-n a judicial way, 
with threats of difmiffion and other fuch men aces; forbidding him to 
fpeak on behalf of his faid clients, to the great injury not only of the 
fuitors of the faid court, but alfo of the faid Mr. Whittall, both in his 
practice and reputation; dec read ng thereby the number of his clients* 
who feared on fuch account to entruft him with their caufes, and confe- 
quently diminishing his gains and profits by his profeffion. 

And, Firs^, Mr. Whittall being employed for one Rajah Nundcomar, 
an inhabitant of Calcutta, againft Johannes Bogdazar, an Armenian mer¬ 
chant, an intimate friend of Mr. Cornelius Goodwin’s, and concerned 
with him in trade; the matter being a fuit and crofs fuit, the faid Cor- 

3 neliaa 
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jielius Goodwin fitting as Prefident at the hearing of thofe fuits, feme 
time in June or July 1768, both fuits were decreed againft Rajah Nund¬ 
comar, Mr. Whittall’s client, with cofts to be paid to the other party; 
but the faid Rajah Nundcomar thinking himfelf thereby injured, ordered 
his attorney, Mr. WhittalJ, to appeal from the faid decrees (as war¬ 
ranted by law) to the court of appeals, confifting of the Governor and 
Council at Fort William'. But upon the certificates of fucb appeals 
being fent to, and read in the'Mayor’s Court, as ufual, the faid Cor¬ 
nelius Goodwin, then Mayor, and by office one of the Judges of the 
faid Court, broke forth into a violent and unfeemly fit of rage, and then 
and there abufed the faid Mr. Whittall, who moved to have the fuits 
marked with the word [appealed] agreeably to the practice of the faid 
court; and declared, “ That Mr. Whittall ought to be expelled from 
“ being an attorney of the faid court, for daring to appeal the caufes 
abovenamed; for that he was not fit to be an attorney of that court, 
and had only advifed fuch appeals, in order to put his client to ex- 
“ pences;” and aflerted, that Mr. Whittall ought £0 be difmifled on 
that account; And, in fa£t, had not the other Aldermen, then upon 
the bench, proved more moderate, he would then and there have been 
difmifled from his office and practice. 

Neverthelefs the decrees of the Mayor's Court in thefe caufes were er¬ 
roneous : and when the faid caufes were heard before the court of ap¬ 
peals, the Governor and Council thought fit to reverfe the fame in favour 
of Mr. Whittalls client. Rajah Nundcomar abovementioned. 

And farther, Mr. Hamilton, furgeon of Calcutta, having employed 
Mr. Whittall in three fuits againft a certain merchant, called Ramababoo, 
and others, informed Mr. Whittall that he had fpecial information while 
the fuits were yet depending, that Ramababoo was about to quit the coum- ' 
try; and defired Mr. Whittall to prepare affidavits, and go with him to 
Mr. Goodwin, then Mayor, to fwear him thereto, in order to obtain 
warrants for holding him to bail in the faid fuits, which Mr. Whittall 
accordingly did. Mr. Goodwin fwore him thereto; and on the next 
court day, being the 3d June 1768, Mr. Whittall filed three affidavits 
for this purpole in the Mayor’s Court, moving at the fame time, that 
the defendants fhould give in bail on or before the next court day, or 
that warrants fhould iffue againft them in default thereof, which was 
accordingly granted. But on the next court day, being the 7th June, 
Mr. Goodwin, then Mayor, did with great warmth of fpeech attack 
Mr. Whittall in open court, demanding how he came to apply for a 
warrant ? and when Mr. Whittall, in anfwer, fpecified the reafons and 
isfqrmations above recited, quoting the faid affidavits, the faid Mayor 

H faid, 


5 g APPENDIX. 

faid, in violent anger, * f That fuch affidavits fhpuld not, or ought not 
t( to have been taken or admitted ; for that he the faid Cornelius Good- 
win had been credibly informed,. that Ramababoo was not about to 
«* depart the place, or go out of the jurifdidtion of the faid court; and 
“ that Ramababoo had produced to him bounds from feveral gentlemen 
«« in the fetdement.” And then Mr, Goodwin proceeded to relate the 
natures of the above-mentioned fuits in a manner greatly to the pre¬ 
judice of the plaintiff 1 , and farther feverely reprehended Mr. Whittall 
for advifing (as he faid) his client to make the faid affidavits; adding,. 
“ That if Mr. Whittall ever appeared concerned again in fuch fuits, he 
“ ffiould be difmiffed the courtobferving, “ that he would turn 
« over a new leaf with him,” or words to that purport; te and that 
“ Mr. Hamilton would do better to attend to his gally-pots.” 

Mr. Whittall, being by thefe and other fuch like proceeding much, 
injured in his reputation and praitice, did, on the ioth of June 1768, 
fend to Mr. Goodwin the following letter, an attefted copy of which is 
in Mr. Whittall’s poffeffion. 

“ To Cornelius Goodwin, Efquire.. 

'■* SIR, 

“ The many fevere reproofs, abufes, and threatenings, which you- 
“ have fo repeatedly made ufe of, and thrown out againil me, without 
<l any juft: caufe, have been attended with the worff of conlequences; 
M (that is to fay) I have not only thereby been injured in my character, 
41 but have in a great meafure loft my bread. All, or the greateft part 
of my clients are clamorous, and fay, that by reafon thereof, they 
“ dare not, nay it is dangerous to entruft their caufes to my manage- 
r< ment any longer : and feveral of them have actually applied to other at- 
“ tornies, alledging, that it is not poffible for me to do them juftice, 
4 ‘ while I am threatened, abufed, ill treated, and intimidated by you, 
“ as I have already been. I have thereby fuftained confiderable da- 
“ mages,, and am therefore to afk if you chufe to redreis me in this 
** matter, not being willing to proceed to extremities without giving 
** you an opportunity of preventing it; if not, I muft be obliged to ap- 
“ ply for that juft ice which by law I am entitled to.. I requeft the fa- 
,r vour of your anfwer, and am,. 

« S I R, 

** Your obedient fervant, 

44 Calcutta, 10th June 1768. RICH. WHITTALL.” 

After 


APPENDIX, 59 

After the receipt of this letter the matter lay dormant till the 30th 
May 1765)i during which time Mr. Goodwin altered his behaviour in 
fuch manner as if he had repented of the injuries he had done the laid 
Mr. Whit tall. But at the fame time, in the Mayor's Court, where Mr. 
Cornelius Goodwin had formerly prefided as Mayor, being then an Al¬ 
derman, he declared, among other things, “ That Mr. Whit tall had 
** drawn Mr. Hamilton in, and perfuaded him to make an affidavit the 
** laftyear to hold a man at bail.” Upon which Mr. Whittall allured 
him, that he had not; and feeing Mr. Hamilton in the hall, acquainted 
him with this injurious and fcandalous accufation. 

And about the 1 ith July 176 c), Mr. Hamilton, by his attorney, Mr. 
George Sparks, moved to file and read in faid court a memorial of. 
grievances, which before had been rejected; but being left by defire 
of the court, Mr. Cornelius Goodwin had obtained a copy * thereof, 
and having framed an addrefs (with the afiiftance of his faid friend Mr. 
Driver) in anfwer thereto, read it in court -f- upon the very fame day. 
The faid Mr. Whittall was therein accufed of leveral falfe charges; 
which being called upon to vindicate himfelf from, lie was farther told, 
that he was looked on as the firft mover of all this (meaning Mr. Ha¬ 
milton’s memorial, &c.) and might expefit to be difmiiTed ; which had 
then and there been done, but that Air. Whittall prayed the faid me¬ 
morial and anfwer thereto might be filed and entered on record, and 
that the regifter might give him copies, in order that he might be pre¬ 
pared to make his defence. This being debated, Mr, Cornelius Goodwin 

exclaimed aloud, f( That it was no fuit;-that there was no fuit com- 

“ menced,”-abfolutely objecting to the filing or entering the faid 

papers upon record, as in fuch cafes is ufual; nor would allow that the 
Regifter flhould deliver any copies of them to Mr. Whittall; but faid, 
he would take his anfwer home, to be there tranferibed, and then fend 
Mr. Whittall a copy, or he might take a copy thereof himfelf. Mr. 
John Levett, then an Alderman, called the faid Mr. Whittall an incen¬ 
diary : adding, with a fneer, “ That he might have copies, as he ap- 
“ plied, and might form what defence he could, which the court would 
“ doubtlefs coniiderwhich fpeech was delivered, as if the faid Mr. 
Levet thought fuch defence would but little avail Mr. Whittall. At 
length however the faid memorial and anfwer, though not filed, were 
ordered to be recorded, and the faid Mr. Whittall’ allowed to take co¬ 
pies thereof from the Regifter. On Tuefday the 18th July 1769, Mr. 

* See the Memorial of Thomas Hamilton, N° XXV, 

t See the Anfwer of Mr. Cornelius Goodwin, N°XXVf. 
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Whittall moved'the faid court to file and read his petition atid remon¬ 
ftrance on the faid memorial of Mr. Hamilton,, and the anfwer of the 
faid Mr. Goodwin; but the motion was over-ruled, and it was ordered 
to be taken back again unread, the faid Cornelius Goodwin leaving the 
court in an abrupt manner before the laid papers were prefen ted. But 
Mr. Jofeph Cator, Alderman, gave it as his opinion, that they fhould 
by all means be filed and entered upon-record. On Friday the 21ft 
July, Mr. Whittall again prefented his faid remonftrance to David Kil- 
lican, Efquire, then Mayor, and the members of the court; praying 
that the fame might be filed and read; as alfo that Mr. Hamilton’s me¬ 
morial and the anfwer of Mr. Goodwin, might be filed, and entered 
upon record; but this was again refufed, Mr. Goodwin, contrary to 
his ufual cuftom, again ab fen ting himfelf from the court. But Mr. 
Cator maintaining his opinion of the propriety of filing the papers 
above-mentioned,, farther moved the court. But this motion was again 
over-ruled by the Mayor; who fummoned, however a full court for 
the next court-day,, to confider of the matter. And on Friday the 23d 
of July, the fame motion was made a third time: when the faid Mr. 
Goodwin, after fome confultation with the Mayor and fame of the Al¬ 
dermen upon the bench, at length confented to have it read. On which 
the faid Mr. Whittall read the papers aforementioned, and procured 
the faid memorial, anfwer and remonftrance to be filed and entered on 
record: the Mayor obferving,. during the debate, •* That they ought 
“ to ftudy the honour of the court, and that he thought the affair 
“ might be fettled without fuch filing and reading, or the papers ap- 
** pearing upon record.” Moreover, Mr. Goodwin faid, “ That he 
“ never fuppofed. or expe&ed it would have come to this pitch, or this 
** length.” 

Then the Regifter was ordered to mark the faid memorial of Mr. 
Hamilton, and the anfwer of Mr. Goodwin, as filed on the 11 tlx July 
1769, and the petition and remonftrance of Mr. Whittall on the 28th 
day of the fame month as aforefaid: It is to be obferved,. that Mr, 
Goodwin, who at this court repeated his aftertion of Ramababoo’s being 
a man of property, &c. did not do it without foundation; for he had 
lent the faid Mr. Cornelius Goodwin 15,00a rupees, which is equal to 
J ^ 751 * fterling (not then, repaid) and alfo a confklerable film to David 
Killican, then Mayor; all which however ought aot to have invalidated 
the affidavits proving his intended removai, from his own words, as 
before recited. After thefe proceedings Mr. Whittall moved, that the 
matter of his petition and remonftrance fhould be farther confidered, 
and that he might bring proper witnefles to prove the feveral allegations 

therein 
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flierein fet forth, which he did not imagine would have been obje&ed 
to. But the next court day, which was on the 4th of Auguft, in the 
year aforefaid, in order to.prevent fuch pubiick hearing, the faid court 
difmiffed Mr. Whittall, upon certain other pretences, which were as 
follow; 

About June 1767, Mr. Whittall was employed by one Patrick 
MvTaggart of Calcutta,, merchant, as his attorney, to recover in the 
Mayor's Court the fumof 2075 Arcot rupees, or about 250I. fferling, 
which was due to him. upon a bond from Mary Morgan, an inhabitant 
of Calcutta; and Mr. Whittall, at the requeft of the plaintiff, exhibited 
and filed a bill.of complaint in the Mayor’s Court there in tha ufual 
form,, on the 26th of June in that year, againft the faid Mary Mor¬ 
gan; who being fummoned, employed Thomas Morris of Calcutta as 
her attorney in that iuit>- and on the 18th of Auguft, Mr. Whittall, by 
direction ofliis client, took out a warrant to hold the defendant to bail, 
on the ufual. affidavit being made by the plaintiff; which warrant, on 
or about, the 2 ill . day of Auguft,-wa& returned, executed by Simeon 
Droz, Efquire, them Sheriff; who did, of his own accord, and without 
any authority from the Mayor’s Court, or notice, or bail given to the 
faid court, or to Mr. Whittall or his client, voluntarily releafe the faid 
Mary Mor.gan.out of his cuflody, contrary to the ufages and cullomsin 
fuch cafe generally obferved; of which Mr. Whittall informed the 
court, and.foJicited another warrant, in order to avoid litigation with 
the.Sheriff; but that motion being rejected* Mr. Whittall apprehended, . 
that the Sheriff was become liable to pay the faid debt (the members on 
the bench being alfo at that time of the fame opinion) and thereupon 
the plaintiff made application to the Sheriff, and informed Mr. Whittall, , 
that the Sheriff was ready, on having a proper receipt, to difcharge the. 
fame: and moreover, on the 2 iff March 1768, the following letter waa 
received by Mr, Whittall.. ~ , 

“ S I R, 

** Pleafe to acquaint me what are the particulars of Mr. M c Taggart’s 
u demand on Mrs. Morgan,, and how much the whole amounts to. 

“ lam, SIR, 

u Your moft obedient; 

u Monday; the 2iff March 176S; “ S, DROZ/* 

, / V« To Mr. Whittall.’ 9 

3 And' 
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And a fliort time afterwards Mr. Whittall and his client accidentally 
met with Mr. Droz at the council-houfe at Calcutta, who began fper.k- 
Irig upon the fubjedE j when Mr. Whittall civilly acquainted the She¬ 
riff, that he having without authority, or notice given, of his own ac¬ 
cord, difcharged the defendant out of cuflody, he apprehended he was 
become liable to the debt: on which he anfwered, he would pay it on 
a proper receipt being given him by Mr. Me Taggart, and that he had 
taken, or would take, from the defendant, a mortgage of a garden to 
indemnify himfelf j which mortgage it finee appears was actually pre¬ 
pared by Mrs. Morgan’s attorney, Mr. Morris, and in confequence of 
this? converfation the plaintiff requefted Mr. Whittall to draw up a re¬ 
ceipt, which he accordingly did as follows: 

“ Calcutta, 4th June 1768. 

« Received of Simeon Droz, Efquire, the fum of two thoufa'nd and 
« feventy-five Arcot rupees, being the principal fum due unto me on 
“ a certain bond executed by Mary Morgan •, and alfo the ium of two 
** hundred and eighty-fix Arcot rupees and five annas, being fix teen 
months and thirteen days intefeft on the faid bond, at the rate of ten 
(< per cent, per annum ; for which d Jutt is depending in the honourable 
<c the Mayor s Court, where the faid original bond is fled ; and 1 do 
“ hereby ptpmife to deliver up the laid bond uncancelled unto 
« the faid Simeon Droz, upon his paying me the coJls_ of fuit in the 
« faid caufe, as witnefs my hand .j and I do hereby further promife to 
withdraw the fuit on Tuefday next. 

“ PAT k M C TAGGART.” 

And this receipt was figned by the plaintiff, Mr. M c Taggart, and the 
Sheriff paid the money j after which no inftrudlions were received by 
Mr. Whittall from his client, nor was any motion made relative to the 
laid fuit; neither was he acquainted, till a conliderable time after, 
that' his faid client had received the fum above fpecifiedj nor are the 
cofts of fuit to this day paid to the faid Mr. Whittall, nor to his client, 
fo far as he knows, or believes. 

That the period of time (to toil) from the 21ft March 1768 to the 
4th June following, which actually elapted between Mr. Whittall s 
.meeting and difeourfing with Mr. Droz the Sheriff, and the date of the 

above receipt, was evidently too long to admit of any furprize upon 

Mr. 
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Mr. Droz, who had time enough to inform himfelf of every particular 
in the matter; though fuch pretended mil-information- was- afterwards 
made ufe of as a plea againft Mr. WbittaU ,at the time of his difmiflion. 
And in this manner matters refted till that event, which happened on 

the 4th of Auguft 1769,. - . , . , . c 

But certain members of the Mayor’s Court, as it feems, highly of¬ 
fended at Mr. Whittall’s fpirited behaviour, in regard to proving the 
illegality of the proceedings of Mr. Goodwin, as before related, had 
fchemed and refolved privately among themtelves, and before the fitting 
of the court, to alledge fomething againft Mr. Whittall, whereby they 
might find occafion to difmifs him, as before had been threatened. 

In confequence of fo extraordinary a refolution, at the opening of the 
court on the 4th of Auguft 1 769, Mr. May, the Regifter, read a re¬ 
port of the Examiner to "the Court, « That two witnelles had been exa- 
t* mined by him in the caufe of Mr. M^Taggart againft Morgan:' 1 (a 
circumftance which indeed happened prior to the date of the receipt 
herein above recited). Whereupon the faid Mr. Whittall, as attorney 
for the plaintiff, acquainted the court, “ That the faid caufe was end- 
u ed, that he had no inftm&ions to proceed, the Sheriff having, with- 
out any authority, releafed the defendant out of cuftody, when con- 
fined for default of bail, upon a warrant; and had actually paid, or 
agreed to pay the debt for the defendant, as Mr. Whit tall prefumed 
* c the law in fuch caie would oblige him to do. 1 Whereupon Mr. 
Morris, the defendant’s attorney, informed the court, “ That Mr. 
u whittall had deceived and impofed upon Mr. Droz, and had fraud a- 
len-tly and falfely obtained the payment of the fum fued for by Mr. 
t( M-Taggart from Mr. Droz, by falfely acquainting Mr. Droz, that 
*■*’ the fuit commenced by Mr. M^Taggart againft tlie laid Mary Mor- 
« gan was,decreed by the court, and that Mr. Droz was obliged to pay 
<‘ the amount thereof; and that the original receipt was wrote, as he 
“ believed, in the proper hand-writing of Mr, WhittaH, and figned by 
fi the complainant ; all which he would prove to be true, or words 
to the like effecff: which were thereupon immediately taken, down by 
the Regifter, and read over to the court. And although Mr. Whittall. 
denied°the fame or any part thereof to be true,^ excepting only that he 
drew up and wrote a receipt in behalf of the plaintifr Mr, M c Taggart, 
and. acknowledged the converlation which puffed between nim and the 
Sheriff, when he told him, in the council-houfe, that he apprehended 
he was become liable to- the debt, as herein above recited : No.t w i t h- 
s t akd.i ng all this, the laid Mayor’s Court, without farther debate,, 
after privately conlulting one another when, fitting upon the bench,, dif- 

miffed; 
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telling the faid Register, that at fome future period he would be called 
upon to produce the faid minutes, was anfwered by the Regiftcr, 
“ ‘That they were not in being.” 

Mr. Whittall thinking himfelf highly injured, not only by the Mayor’s 
Court, but alfo by Mr. Morris, by the falfe and /candalous informa¬ 
tions he gave the Court, and which indeed were the groundless caufe 
of his difmiflion, did prepare, and by his attorney, Mr. Sparks, pre- 
fent a bill of complaint in the ufual form againft the faid Morris, lay¬ 
ing the damages fuftamed at ij,oool. fterling; and at a court held 
October the 3d 1769, prefent, David Killican, Efquire, Mayor, 
Meflrs. Jofeph Cator and Ruflell Skinner, Aldermen, leave being 
a Iked to file and read the faid bill, according to the practice of the 
Court, the bill was ordered to be read, but the court would not fuller 
it to be filed: and when Mr. Sparks had gone through about one halt 
of the bill, and came to that part of it, where mention was made (av 
has been noticed in this cafe) of Mr. Alderman Bathoe’s correcting the 
minutes, and leaving out the very claufe for which Mr. Whittall had 
been actually difmified, that the fame might not appear upon record * 
then Mr. David Killican interrupted him, and immediately in lifted, that 
Mr. Sparks ought to be difmified likewife for prefenting fuch a bill of 
complaint; which would really have been the cafe, had not the other 
two Aldermen interfered: and Mr. Killican advanced, “ That the 
“ faid petition and bill of complaint, wherein mention was made of 
“ the faid Alderman Bathce on the bench altering and re-drawing the 
* l minutes relative to Mr. Whittall’s difmiflion (and leaving out the 
“ claufe abovefaid) was a reflection upon the members of the Court, 
w for which he (Mr. Sparks) ought to be punifhed.” Whereupon Mr. 
Sparks informed the Court, tl That he was an eye-witnefs of Mr. Ba- 
“ thoe’s correcting and re-drawing the pfinutes, as fpecified in the faid 
*' bill." But Mr, Killican in great rage replied, “ That he fhould not 
* ( credit his fenfes i but that when he faw any member of that Court 
“ write fuch minutes, he fiiould give the lie to his fenfes and under- 
“ handing, and fuppofe it was not fuch member, but the Regifter 
“ who wrote them.” And farther, the faid David Killican, Efquire, 
(then Mayor) did prevail on the other two Aldermen to defer the filing 
of the faid bill until the next court-day j at which fucceeding court- 
cay, the faid Killican, the better to ferve his purpofes, got together the 
three Aldermen, who, with himfelf, had difmified Mr. Whittall on the 
4th of Auguft. 

At the fubfequent court-day, held on the 10th of October 1769, pre¬ 
fent the faid David Killican, Efquire, Mayor, Meflrs. Matthew Miller, 
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James Lawreli and John Batboe, Aldermen (the fame who hid fo ille¬ 
gally difmiffed Mr. WhittaU) and alfo Mr. Jofeph Cator, Alderman, 
the faid bill of' complaint was called for by the Court, and without far¬ 
ther debate the queftion put; ‘‘ Whether the bill fhould be hied or not ?” 
David Killican, Efquire, Mayor, Me firs. James Lawrell and John 
Bathoe were of opinion, “ That the bill contaiued many fcandalous 
f e and indecent reflections on the proceedings of the Court.” And 
thefe three gentlemen (making a majority) rejected the bill, and would 
not fuffer the fame to be filed. 

Mr, Matthew Miller and Mr. Jofeph Cator, the other Aldermen, dif- 
fented from that opinion ; and directed fuch their difTent to be entered 
upon record, which was entered accordingly. 

At the fame time Mr. Alderman Cator obferved, “ That it appeared 
* c ftated in the bill, and it was his opinion, that Mr. Richard Whittall 
** had been injured by an illegal difmiffion; and that if fuch difmiffion 
“ could be proved by him to be illegal, he would certainly recover 
tc damages, in any court of law that he {l.ould think proper to 
'* apply to.” 

Mr. Whittall being dangeroufly ill of a fever, occaftoned by a fall, 
was advifed to remove to Chandernagore, the French fettlement in 
Bengal, where he might have the benefit of an eminent French fur- 
geon’s advice: and during his abfence, Mr. May, the Regifter of the 
Mayor’s Court, applied to the faid Court for a warrant of execution 
againft his, the faid Mr. Whittall’s effeCls, without any fult being com¬ 
menced, or bluing out any fummons for his appearance, for his 
monthly regifter bills, (wherein are included the Register's own fees, the 
Mayor’s and Sheriff s fees, and the Eaft India Company’s dues on the 
proceedings) though thefe bills had not been delivered monthly 
according to cuftom, with a convenient time allowed for the collecting 
of the faid monies from the clients; nor was the amount of fuch bills 
known by, or payment demanded of Mr. Whittall; and in which 
demand (of which affidavit was made by Mr. May) feveral falfe charges 
were made, particularly of other attornies bills, wherein Mr. Whittall 
was in no wife concerned, and the motion for his own difmiffion , which 
could not of right belong to him to pay for, &c. &c. 

As foon as Mr. WhittaU became acquainted with luch proceedings, 
he entered into a bond, jointly with Mr. John Graham, for payment at 
a fhort period of Mr. May’s "demand : whereupon the warrant of exe¬ 
cution was fuperfeded, and the faid bills delivered by the Regifter to 
Mr. Whittall j when, upon examination, Mr. Whittall found the 
feveral unjuft charges aforefaid : and Mr. WhittaU, and Mr. Graham his 
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attorney, began on his part to recover the amount of Paid Regifter'a 

bills, and his own fees, from his refpedtive clients.-It muft be 

remarked, that it is often cuftomary for the Regifters to delay for four or 
five months the delivery of the atbreiaid bills, and to fend many of 
them together, from whence the attotnies draw out their own demands 
on their clients; fuch Regifters bills being included, as the clients are in 
effect to reimbuife them. 

Mr. John Holme, deceafed, late Regifter of the court, having a like 
demand for the monthly bills (not then delivered) upon Mr. Whittall, the 
faid Mr. Whittall gave a like fecurity to the fon, who was his admi- 
niitrator ; and Mr. Whittall then lying ill, afiigned over a confiderable 
fum of money due from his clients (in which all the faid Regifter’s bills 
were alfo included) and feveral other demands. But the court, appre¬ 
hending that the faid Mr. Whittall, as foon as he fhould be recovered* 
would repair to England, to fue for redrefs of his manifold grievances, 
ufed every poflible means to prevent his departure from the country: 
and well knowing, that he had debts due to him in the country, to the 
amount of upwards of 75,000 rupees, or above 90001. fterling, in 
order to detain Mr. Whittall, abfolutely refufed him the benefit of the law 
(to which as a Britifh fubjedt he had a right) in fuing for, or recovering 
the fame, or any part thereof in the Mayor’s Court, where only in that 
part of India the matter was properly cognizable; nor would the court 
fuffer Mr. Graham to recover the faid bills fo afiigned over to him, in 
order to pay off the Regifter’s demands, at the fame time that others, 
the faid May and Holme in particular, were fuffered to fue and com¬ 
pel him to payment of what he was not allowed to recover again from 
his clients. 

And at a court holden on Tuefday the 16th of January 177c (prefect 
John Levett, Efquire, 'Mayor, and David Killican and Cornelius Good¬ 
win, Efqrs. Aldermen) it was ordered, that Mr. John. Graham the De¬ 
puty Regifter, and adting as attorney for Mr. Whittall, fhould acquaint 
the faid Whittall, “ That it was their opinion, he was no longer 
** entitled to the benefit of the faid Mayor’s Court, being then out of its 
u jurifdidtion,” or words to that effedt, though nothing of fuch matter 
was entered upon record. 

And at another court, holden on the 23d of the faid month of 
January 1770 (prefent John Levett, Efquire, Mayor, and the Aldermen 
Killican and Gocdwin) William Atkinfon of Calcutta, Gentleman, and 
one of the attprnies of the faid court, did according to the rules and 
pradtice of the court make, at the requeft of John Graham aforefaid-, a 
regular motion for the grant of warrants of execution again ft the effefts 
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of Kifien churn Tagoor, and Ramfunder Banragee, on behalf of Mr, 
Whittall, for his own proper fees, for the Mayor’s and Sheriff’s fees r 
and for the fees of the faid Regifter, and the Eaft India Company’s duties, 
with which Mr. Whittall had himfHf been charged by the Regifter, which 
the faid court had compelled him to pay, and which of courfe were due 
to Mr. Whittall when attorney of the Mayor’s court; but this motion 
the court did then and there reject for the reafons they had before 
a/hgned, namely, “ That he the faid Whittall was not entitled to the 
tc benefit of the court whilft he remained out of its jurifdidtion ■” though 
the faid bills were properly affigned over to Mr. Graham, who had a 
power in the alignment to recover the fame, among many others, for the 
purpofe of paying the Regifters as aforefaid, Mr. Whittall being then 
confined by ficknefs to his chamber at Chandernagore. Then Mr. Wil- 
liam Atkinfon, at the requeft of the faid Mr, John Graham, did move, 
that the faid motions fliould be entered upon record; but this motion 
likewife the court thought fit to rejedt, although the faid motions were 
publicly made in open court. Whereupon affidavits were prepared for 
MefT. Atkinfon and Graham refpedtively to fwear to, regarding the 
fame ; and the aforefaid John Graham went to the houfe of Mr. Jofeph 
Cator, Alderman, and requefted he would fwear him to the truth of 
the contents of fuch affidavit, who defired Graham to give it to hirn in 
open court, and then he would fwear him thereto : but Mr. Whittall 
embarked for England before he received any farther account of that 
matter; by which means the fum of 75,000 rupees, or above 9000 h 
juftly due to Mr. Whittall, mu ft be greatly hazarded, if indeed not 
totally loft, by reafon of the frequent deaths and bankruptcies which 
of late a fhort period of time often' produces in thofe parts, or of his 
debtors leaving Bengal before Mr. Whittall can poffibly exp eft redrefs 
in England. 1 

In confequence of the above-mentioned proceedings, Mr. Whittall 
did apply to the Governor and Council at Calcutta for permiffion to re¬ 
turn to England, and having obtained fuch leave, embarked on board 
one of the Eaft India Company’s fhips, and is arrived in England, in 
order to obtain redrefs for his grievances above recited: and he defires; 
your opinion of his cafe in anfwer to tne following queries. 

lft. As Mr. Whittall, an attorney of the King’s Bench, was duly- 
admitted and fworn an attorney of the Mayor’s Court pf Calcutta, he 
prefumed he had a freehold in his place, it being an office concerning the 
public juftice, and he compellable to be an attorney for any man. - Had; 
the faid Mayor’s Court, therefore, a right to difmifs Mr. Whittall from 

2. being 
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being an attorney of that court, for the reafons mentioned, without 
any proof at all, and without giving Mr. Whittall any notice, or time, 
to make his defence, and which faid order is not only falfe, but con- 
tradidfory upon the face of it; and in what manner is it advifeable for 
Mr. Whittall to proceed, in order to get himfelf reinftated, and alfo to 
recover the damages he has fuftained by reafon of the difmiffion ? 

sd. In order to recover the payment of the feveral fums of money 
due to him in Bengal, whether would it be proper to impeach the mem¬ 
bers who difmifled him, and who refufed him the benefit of the law, in 
rejedting his bill and complaint againft Morris, and would not permit 
him to fue for his juft demands upon people in Bengal, in their judicial 
capacity, or to proceed againft them in the Court of King’s Bench, by 
way of information ? and will not an adtion lie againft the aforefaid 
members for damages ? and if fo, where is the fame to be brought? 
And as no appeal lies from the faid order of difmiffion, or (as it is 
apprehended) from the faid court’s rejedting the bill of complaint againft 
Morris, or refufing Mr. Whittall the benefit of the law, in not fuffering 
him to fue for his juft demands, to the Governor and Council at Cal¬ 
cutta, (who are conftituted a Court of appeals) may not Mr. Whittall 
appeal diredily to the King and Council in England? or in what other 
manner can he proceed to obtain juft ice ? 

3d. The charter granted, eftablifhing a Mayor's Court af Calcutta, 
after fpecifying the authority given the faid court to appoint clerks and 
officers, and to do all fuch other things as may be found neceffary to 
the adminiftration of juftice, proceeds in the following manner ; 

“ So as they from time to time give an account thereof unto the faid 
Company, and fo as the fame lhall be fubjedt to the approbation, 
“ controul, and alteration of the faid Company, under the hands of 
“ thirteen or more of the Court of Directors of the faid Company, 
4 ‘ whom we do like wife will and ordain to have full power and autho¬ 
rity to make fuch rules and orders for the better adminiftration of 
” juftice, as they fhall from time to time think fit and neceffary; but 
u iuc h rules and orders, fo to be made by the faid Mayor’s Court, fo 
“ fa r m as the fame jhall not be repugnant to any rules or orders made by the 
*' faid Company or their Court of Directors (as aforefaid) fhall neverthe- 
** * e ^* s he in force, until the fame fhall be revoked or altered by the faid 
Court of Directors, or any thirteen or more of them, and notice 
thereof given to the faid court.” 


And 
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And it is alfc ordained by fun dry a<5ts of parliament, ct That all pcr- 

Tons whatfoever in the Eaft Indies, being guilty of oppreffing any of 
« his Majefly’s fubjedts, or of any crimes or offences, fuch oppreffions, 
<* crimes, and offences may be enquired of, heard, and determined, 
«< in his Majefty's Court of King’s Bench in England; and that the fame 
“ and all other offences committed againft the faid adts, may be 
“ all edged to be committed, and may be laid, enquired of, and tried 
* c in the county of Middlefex.” 

In confequence of faid charter, and ftatutes, the charter exprefsly 
conveying with it the laws of England to Bengal, are not fuch offenders 
liable to profecutions in the Court of King's Bench as foon as they return 
to England ? And as the faid Mayor’s Court are by the faid charter 
under the immediate dkedtion of the Company in England, upon Mr. 
Whittall’s having applied to the Court of Diredtors to be reinftated, if 
they fhould not think fit to comply with his juft requeft, will not an. 
appeal then lie from the faid Court of Diredtors to the King and Coun¬ 
cil, or to the Court of King’s Bench; and will not the Court of King’s 
Bench, upon a motion, properly grounded upon affidavits, grant a 
Mandamus to reftore Mr. Whittall to his office? or what other remedy 
pr means of redrefs remain to Mr. Whittall for the many injuries which 
he has fuftained, and how is it advifabie for him to proceed? 

4th, Would it not be advifabie for Mr. Whittall to petition the Par¬ 
liament for an enquiry into the condudt of feveral of the members of the 
Mayor's Court, againft whom he can clearly prove a confpiracy to 
injure him, and many moll illegal and partial proceedings, calculated 
merely for their own private emolument, and to the great grievance and 
oppreffion of his Majefty’s fubjedts in Bengal ? 

Mr, Dunning’s Opinion. 

Mr. Whittall, upon this date of his cafe, appears to have been very 
hardly and injurioufly treated. The order for difmiffing him was a 
grofs adl of injuftice; not merely becaufe neither of the fadts charged 
upon him as the grounds for his difmiffion were proved, but as they 
were in truth both difproved by the very evidence referred to as the proof 
of them ; the receipt or memorandum, figned by M c Taggart, of the 
4th June 1768. Firft, as to the fuppofed impofition on Mr. Droz, the 
Sheriff, by a falfe pretence that a decree had been adtually obtained 
againft him for the money due from the defendant in the original caufe, 
whom he had fuffered to go at large after having arrefted her, Though 

it 
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-it is certain that he was in law lefs liable to the plaintiff s demand in con- 
fequence of his own mifcondudf, and Whittall might very properly te 1 
him fo: it was impoflible he could fay, with any expectation of being 
believed, that a decree had been actually obtained, or that Droz, if he 
had been told fo, could believe it; for he who himfelf was an officer 
of the court, muff know that he had no notice of fuch an aCtion : and I 
ihppofe it is not the practice of the court to make decrees againft^ men 
without giving them an opportunity of being heard in their delence. 
But further, the receipt, or memorandum referred to mentions nothing 
of any decree or fuit againft the Sheriff: on the contrary, it mentions 
the original caufe as fill depending, and provides for putting an end to 
it, and nothing more; and it is not to be doubted, but that provillon 
would have been extended to the caufe againft the flierift, if he had 
been made to underftand that any fuch had been commenced. Second¬ 
ly, As to the other ground, which is, that he had not withdrawn the 
futt, purfuant to his client’s engagement, on the next court day, it is 
obvious that, taking the whole receipt or memorandum together, the 
withdrawing the fuit, as well as the delivering up the bond, were meant 
{as they ought) to depend upon the payment of thecofts; not to men¬ 
tion, that if it were other wife, it would afford no ground of cenfure 
on Mr. Whittall or his client, fince neither Mr. Droz or Mrs. Morgan 
had fuftained any injury by his not withdrawing the caufe, no ftep 
having been taken towards profecuting it further. In this fituation 
Mr. Whittall’s proper courfe to get himfelf reinftated, is to lay a full 
reprefentation of his cafe before the Court of Directors, who will pro¬ 
bably refer it to their counfel j and, in that cale, I have no doubt but 
they will be advifed to reftore him to an office of which he has been 
thus arbitrarily and groundlefly deprived. If the Directors fhould refufe 
to redrefs him, which I cannot fuppofe, it will then be time enough to 
con fid er the other queftione. i s 

Lincoln's Inn, 

r6th March 1771* J- DUNNIhlG. 


4 


N° XXVIIh 


appendix. 


73 


n* xxvm 

The Petition of Mr. Richard Whittall to the Honourable Court of 
Directors of the Eaft India Company, 

Humbly sheweth. 

That your petitioner having obtained per million from this honour¬ 
able Company to go out to India as a free merchant, fome time in April 
1764 failed for Bengal, in order to refide at Calcutta; but that foon 
after his arrival the President and Council there having reft rifted free 
merchants from trading in the country, and your petitioner being one 
of the attornies of his Majefty’s Court of King’s Bench, petitioned the 
honourable the Mayor’s Court at Calcutta afcrefaid to be admitted to 
praftife in that court; and was accordingly duly admitted, and fworn 
one of the attornies thereof, agreeable to the practice of the faid court, 
as by a copy of his admittance, ready to be produced, will appear; 
where he, by his diligence and behaviour, acquired great reputation, 
and by his praftice procured a genteel income: 

That your petitioner is informed, that the Mayor’s Court at Calcutta 
aforefaid is by his Majefty’s xharter appointed a Court of Record for 
hearing and determining all civil fuits, aftions and pleas, with power 
to appoint officers and minifters, and the court is enjoined to adhere 
ftriftly to the laws of England in all fuch matters as fhould come before 
them for their determination; which charter, after fpecifying the autho¬ 
rity to the faid Mayor’s Court to appoint clerks and officers,. &c. and 
to do all fuch other things as may be found necefTary to the adminlftra- 
tion of juftjce, proceeds in the following manner; “ So as they from 
11 time to time give an account thereof unto the faid .Company, and fof 
,l as the fame fhall be fubjeft to the approbation, controul, and alter- 
“ ation of the faid Company, under the hands of thirteen or more 
“ of the Court of Directors of the faid Company ; whom we do like wife 
“ will and ordain to have full power and authority to make fuch rules 
“ and orders for the better ad min id rat ion of juftice, as they from time 
“ to time fhall think fit and necefTary; but i'uch rules and orders, fo 
“ to be made by the faid Mayor’s Court, fo far as the fame fhall not 
be repugnant to any rules or orders made by the faid Company or 
“ their Court of Directors as aforefaid, fhall neverthelefs be in fore* 
f( until the fame fhall be revoked or altered by the faid Court of Di- 
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•« reftors, or any thirteen orjnore of them, and notice thereof given to 
** the faid court 

That about June 1767, your petitioner was employed by Patrick 
M c Taggart of Calcutta, merchant, as his attorney, to recover, in the 
Mayor’s Court the fum of 2075 Arcot rupees, which was due to him 
upon a bond from Mary Morgan, an inhabitant of Calcutta; and your 
petitioner, at the requeft of the plaintiff, exhibited and filed a bill of 
complaint in the Mayor’s Court there, in the ufual form, on the 26th 
of June in that year, againft the faid Mary Morgan ; who being fum- 
moned, employed Thomas Morris of Calcutta aforefaid as her attorney 
in that fuit; and on the 18th of Auguft, your petitioner, by dire&ion 
of his client, took out a warrant to hold the defendant to bail, on the 
ufual affidavit being made by the plaintiff j which warrant, on or about 
the 21ft day of Auguft, was returned, executed by Simeon Droz, Efquire, 
then Sheriff; who did, of his own accord, and without any authority 
from the Mayor’s Court, or notice, or bail given to the faid Court, or 
to your petitioner or his client, voluntarily releafe the faid Mary Mor¬ 
gan out of his cuftody, contrary to the ufages and cuftoms in fuch cafe 
generally obferved: of which your petitioner informed the Court, and 
folicited another warrant, in order to avoid litigation with the Sheriff; 
which motion the faid Court rejected, as will appear by the record, 
deeming the Sheriff liable to pay the debt: and thereupon the plaintiff 
made application to the Sheriff, and informed your petitioner, that the 
Sheriff was ready, on having a proper receipt, to difcharge the fame : 
and moreover, on the 21ft March 1768, the following letter was received 
by your petitioner from the faid Sheriff: 

“SIR, 

“ Pleafe to acquaint me what are the particulars of Mr. Me Taggart’s 
€l demand on Mrs. Morgan, and how much the whole amounts to. 

** I am, SIR, 

“ Your moft obedient, 

41 Monday, the 21ft March 1768. “ S. DROZ.* 

f “ To Mr. Whittall.*' 

That, a fhort time after, your petitioner and his client accidentally 
met with Mr. Droz at the council-houfe at Calcutta, who began fpeak- 
ing upon the fubjetft > when your petitioner civilly acquainted the Sheriff, 

that 
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that he having without authority, or notice given, of his own accord, 
difcharged the defendant out of cuflody, your petitioner apprehended he 
was become liable to the debt: on which he anfwered, ne would pay it 
on a proper receipt being given to him by Mr. Taggart, and that he 
had taken, or would take, from the defendant, a mortgage of a garden 
to indemnify himfelf ; which mortgage it Alice appears was adually pre¬ 
pared by Mrs. Morgan’s attorney, Mr. Morris ; and in coniequence ot 
this converfation the plaintiff requefted your petitioner to draw up a 
receipt, which he accordingly did as follows: 

“ Calcutta, 4th June 1768. 

Received of Simeon Droz, Efquire, the fum of two thoufand and 
“ feventy-five Arcot rupees, being the principal fum due unto me on 
“ a certain bond executed by Mary Morgan; and alfo the ium of two 
«« hundred and eighty-fix Arcot rupees and five annas, being fix teen 
months and thirteen days intereff on the faid bond, at the rate of ten 
per cent, per annum ; for which a fuit is depending in the honourable 
« the Mayor’s Court , where the /aid original bond is fled ; and I do 
« hereby promife to deliver up the faid bond uncancelled unto the faid 
,l Simeon Droz, upon his paying me the cojls of fuit in the faid caufe , 
« as witnefs my hand 5 and I do hereby further promife to withdraw the 
* ( fuit on Tuefday next. 

« PAT k M C TAGGART.” 

And this receipt was figned by the plaintiff, M= Taggart, and the 
Sheriff fome time afterwards paid the money ; fince. which no instruc¬ 
tions were received by your petitioner from his client, nor was any 
motion made relative to the faid fuit; neither was your petitioner 
acquainted, till a confiderable time after, that his faid client had received 
the fum above fpecified; nor are the cofts of fuit to this, day paid to yom 
petitioner, nor to his client, as far as he knows, or believes. 

That at the opening of the Court on the 4th of Auguft 1769, Mr. 
May, the Regifter, read a report of the Examiner to the Court, “ That 
“ two witneffes had been examined in the caufe of Me Taggart 
againft Morgan;” (a circumftance which indeed happened prior to 
the date of the receipt herein above recited* and they were examined 
by an order of Court* by reafon of their being about to leave Calcutta*) 
"Whereupon your petitioner, as attorney for the plaintiff, natuially 
acquainted the Court, “ That the faid caufe was ended, that he had 
** no inftruftions to proceed, the Sheriff having, without any authority, 

K. z ** releafed 
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<< releafed the defendant out of cuftedy, when confined for default of 
“ bail, upon a warrant; and had actually paid, or agreed to pay the 
“ debt for the defendant, as your petitioner prefumed the law in 
* f fuch cafe obliged him to do.” Whereupon Mr. Morris, the defen¬ 
dant’s attorney, informed the Court, <£ That your petitioner had 
<c deceived and impofed upon Mr. Droz, and had fraudulently and 
** falfely obtained the payment of the fum fued for by Mr. M c 1 a g’§ a i't 
« from Mr. Droz, by falfely acquainting Mr. Droz, that the iuit 
« commenced by Mr. M-Taggart againft the faid Mary Morgan was 
“ decreed by the Court, and that Mr. Droz was obliged to pay the 
“ amount thereof; and that by fuch deceit ufed by your petitioner 
* c only Mr. Droz was induced to pay the fame; and that the original 
“ receipt was wrote, as he believed, in the proper hand-writing of your 
«* petitioner, and figned by the complainant; all which he would 
« prove to be true,” or words to the like effedl: which were there¬ 
upon immediately taken down by the Regifter, and read over to the 
Court. And although your petitioner denied the fame or any part 
thereof to be true, excepting that he drew up a receipt in behalf of the 
plaintiff, Mr. M c Taggart, and acknowledged the converfation which 
paffed between him and the Sheriff, when he told him in the council- 
houfe, that he apprehended lie was become liable to the debt, as herein 
above recited : Notwithstanding all this, the faid Mayor’s Court, 
without farther debate, after privately confalting one another when 
fitting upon the bench, difmiffed your petitioner from adting or prac- 
tiiing any longer as an attorney of their faid court. 

A copy cf the order of "your petitioner’s difmifiion, as the fame 
ftands upon record, is in the following words; 

•* Calcutta, Friday the 4th day of Auguft, in the year of 
** our Lord one thoufand l’even hundred and fixty-nine, 

" At a Court held, 

** Prefen t, 

” David Kilhcan, Efquire, Mayor, 
rMatthew Miller,') 

Meffieurs i James Lawrell, > Aldermen. 

L l John Bathoe, j 


u Patrick 
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u Patiick M c Taggart "1 “ The Regifter reported, That John Morgan 

“ again ft and Sebaftian Cordeiros, witnefles for the 

« Mary Morgan. J “ complainant, are examined by Mr. John 

<r Ho'me, the late Examiner of this Court. 

“ Mr. Richard Whittaft the complainant’^ attorney, acquainted the 
« Court, That this caufe was ended. Mr. Morris, attorney for the 
“ defendant, informed the Court, That this caufe was yet pending, 
<£ and had never been withdrawn, which Would appear by a copy of a 
“ receipt exhibited in this caufe (the original prayed for, and admitted 
“ to te produced and proved at hearing of this caufe): \ hat the com- 

“ plainant had, by deception ufed, received from Simeon Droz, 
** Efquire, the principal and intereft of a bond of the defendant, fued 
“ for by the complainant in this caufe; and that was without the know- 
“ ledge and content of the defendant or her attorney at law. . Mr. 
<{ Morris further informed the Court, That the faid original receipt is 
wrote, as he believes, in the proper hand-writing of the complainant’s 
** attorney at law, and figned by complainant himfelf. The comp’ainant s 
“ attorney, the i*a : d Richard Whittal, acknowledging the fame to be 
41 an exadt copy of the receipt drawn up in his own hand-writing, and 
“ figned by his client, whereby he engages to Mr. Drcz to withdraw 
this fuit on the enfuing court-day; which the faid attorney Mr Ri- 
u chard Whittall not only wilfully neglected to do at the next fitting 
(t of the Court, hut has fuifered the l'uit to remain depending in Court 
“ to this day. The Court, on due confideration of this matter, are 
44 unanimoufly of opinion. That the faid Richard Whittall’s method of 
tl obtaining the fum of the faid Simeon Droz was an irregular proceed- 
44 ing, no decree having then palled in Court in favour of his client’s 
** demand: that his neglefling to inform the Court of his having 
“ received the faid fum of the faid Simeon Droz, and a!fo neglecting to 
'* defire the faid fuit then depending to be withdrawn, agreeably to his 
tl client’s obligation to the faid Simeon Drcz on receipt of the faid fum, 
is a manifest abufe of his doty as an attorney of this Court, an un- 
“ jufiifiable procedure with the faid Simeon Droz, and an infult to the 
. authority of this Court; and as the faid Richard Whittall has, in the 
« courfe of his tranfaSions of the bufinefs of his tffice, frequently 
41 merited and received the fevere reprehenfions of this Court, and as it 
** is too evident that their admonitions have had no weight in bringing 
“ him to a proper fenfe of his duty in the difeharge of his office of 
44 attorney of this Court; 

“ The 
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“ The Court are now of opinion, that he no longer deferves their 
ut indulgence, and do accordingly difmifs him from attmg any longer as 
“ an attorney of this Court. 

« A true Copy. 

*« Auguft 14th, 1769. ft J* MAY, R^gifter. 

That before the Court adjourned, your petitioner applied to the Court 
and to their Regifter for copies of all the minutes and P^eedings 
a-ainft him herein above recited, which however both the Court and 
Regifter thought fit to refufe. And on the 22 d of Auguft your peti¬ 
tioner did, by his attorney Mr. George Sparks, prefect a petition to 
the Mayor’s Court, praying for copies of the abovefaid minutes and 
proceedings, to be properly authenticated under the feal of the Court, 
but the Court would only grant copies of the order of difrmffion, ign 
by the Regifter, and would not fuffer the fame to be authenticated 
under the feal of the Court; abfolutely refufing to grant copies of the 
minutes mentioned in the faid petition, on which he had been adua y 
difmifted: fo that no part of fuch minutes appear on record. Your 
petitioner a little time after telling the Regifter, that at fome future 
period Jhe would be called upon to produce the laid iiunutes > \*as 
anfwered by the Regifter, That they were not in being. 

In confequence of the above-mentioned proceedings, and the bad 
ftate of health your petitioner was then in, he applied to the Governor 
and Council at Calcutta for leave to return to England, and embarked 
on board the Anfon, one of the {hips employed in the fervice of the faid 
Tlgnourable the United Company; and being arrived in England hopes 
to obtain that fadsfadtion which his cafe requires from this Honourable 
Court. 

Your petitioner therefore hopes, from the juftice of his cafe alone, 
that this Honourable Court wiil afford him an opportunity of laying 
before them the proofs of what your petitioner hath herein fet forth $ 
and that this Honourable Court wiil be pleafed to reverfe the faid order 
of difmiflion, and reinftate your petitioner in his office of one of the 
attornies of the Honourable the Mayors Court at Calcutta, for the 
following 
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Fiift, Becaufe your petitioner having been duly admitted and fwom 
an attorney of the Mayor’s Court at Calcutta, he prefumes 
he had a freehold in his place j and confequently could not be 
legally difmiffed without a proper and fufficient complaint of fome 
milbehaviour in him, verified upon oath, with a proper and 
fufficient time allowed him for making his defence, which was 
not obferved; but the faid Court proceeded to difmifs him with¬ 
out any charge properly exhibited againft him, or verified by 
oath; without any time allowed him for making his defence ; 
without any proof whatfoever ; and without any fufficient cauie 
alledged. 

Secondly, Becaufe the reafons given in the order of difmiffion, if 
true (which, on the contrary, your petitioner does not admit) 
contain no legal caufe of removal or difmiffion of your 
petitioner; for it appears only, that your petitioner adted as 
his duty to his client required: and if any deception was 
ufed to the faid Mr. Droz, the order ftates, that that decep¬ 
tion was not ufed by your petitioner, but by his client, the 
complainant in the faid caufe; which charge againft the com¬ 
plainant your petitioner by no means admits; but infifts, as 
the truth is, that no deception whatever was ufed by your 
petitioner or his client to the faid Mr, Droz. And as to the 
charge in the faid order againft your petitioner, for not in¬ 
forming the Court that the faid complainant had received 
the faid fum of money of Mr. Droz, your petitioner doth 
aver that he was not diredly or indiredly authorized by his 
client to withdraw the fuit; nor were the cofts of fuit paid 
either by his client or the Sheriff; and no expences whatever 
accrued to either plaintiff or defendant, nor to the faid Si¬ 
meon Droz; and no perfon whatever was prejudiced on that 
account. 

Thirdly, For that in the faid order of difmiffion, the caufes for which 
he is therein faid to have merited and received the feveral 
reprehenfions of the faid Court, are not affigned, and which 
your petitioner humbly inlifts ought to have been done, in 
•y order 
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order to enable the laid Company to form a competent judgment 
thereof; and that the filence of the faid order, in this refpett, 
carries with it this plain inference, either that no fuch caufes ever 
exifted, or that the fame were fo trivial or groundlefs, as not to 
bear examination. 

And your petitioner fhall ever pray, &c. 

London, ift March 177 r. RICHARD WHITTAL^ 
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Copy of a Proclamation, iffued at Calcutta , by the Governor and 
Council. Dated the 18th May 1768. 

Fort William, 18th May 1768. 

Notice is hereby given, That after the expiration of Two Months, 
from the 27th April, no gomaftabs employed by the Englifh fhall ba 
permitted to remain in an-y part out of the provinces of Bengal, Bahar, 
and Oriffa: and after that period, that no Company's fervant, free 
merchant, or other European refitiing un-der the Company’s protection, 
fhall be fuffered to carry on any inland trade, diredtly or Indireftly, 
beyond thofe limits, under penalty, if a Company's fervant, of being 
immediately difmilTed thefervice; if a free merchant, or other Euro¬ 
pean, of forfeiting the Company’s protedlion : and that if any Euro¬ 
peans whatfoever fhall attempt to tranfport any merchandize beyond the 
provinces, all fuch merchandize fhall be feized, and confifcated, and 
the gomaflahs, having charge of fuch contraband trade, fhall be punifhed 
with the utmoft feverity. 

All Armenians, Pottuguefe, or the defendants of Armenians and 
Portuguefe, living under the Company’s protection, are included in 
the above reftriftions. It being intended that none but the natives of 
the country (MufTulmen and Hindoos) fhall in future enjoy this 
privilege. 

SIMEON DROZ, Secretary. 
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I John Holme, Notary Publick, dwelling and pradifing at Calcutta 
at Fort William in Bengal, do hereby certify and atteff, that the within 
writing is a true copy of a paper affixed to the door of the town-hall of 
Calcutta aforefaid, carefully collated by me with the original, exhibited 
to me for that purpofe. 


In faith and teffimony whereof, I have hereunto fet my hand and 
feal, at Calcutta, the firft day of July., in the year of our Lord 
one thoufand feven hundred and fixty-eight. 



(Signed) 


JOHN HOLME, 
Notary Publick. 


. , No XXX. 

A Narrative of the Cafes of Benjamin Wilding and John 
Petrie of Bengal, Efquires, as contained in a letter from an 
Officer there to his Friend in England. 

“ As no doubt the actual refignations of mod of the officers in Ben¬ 
gal will make a great noife in England, and many forced and unfair 
conflrudions be put on their condud, it may not be unneceffary to fay 
fomething on that head ; and by laying open the real caufes and confe- 
quences of that melancholy event, drive the film, from before the eyes 
of the ignorant, fatisfy the unprejudiced, and at leaft flop the clamorous 
tongues of the enemies of virtue and honour. 

In a former letter I have endeavoured to expofe the fophiftical rea- 
foning and impolitic condud of the' Seled Committee, in abfolutely 
driving the officers to defpair by taking off the Batta *, and deftroy- 
ing every advantage which could make the life of a foldier tolerable in 
this country. What made the meafure appear more odious was, that this 
(Economical redudion was enforced by men who had feen and felt the 
inconveniencies of a fubordinate ftation in this country; who were now 
{baring the [foils of the public largely among themfehes , regardlefs of 
the diftrelies of the very army which had been the immediate inftru- 
ments of their elevation and good fortune: for confidering the emolu¬ 
ments which thofe gentlemen were cutting out for themfelves, and the 

* This was an additional allowance, which the officers from eftabli filed nfage received, 
when on actual fervice in the field, 
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immenfe and aflonifliing fums allowed to be laid out at the Company s 
expence in making even the private roads to the garden-houfes of the 
connfellcrs, iurely they would have more modefty than to plead the 
faving of the Company’s treafure as their objedt. 

Conl'equently, when the orders for reducing the Batta of the officers 
were iffued from the Seledt Committee, they filled the heait of every 
officer with furprize and indignation ; more efpecially as they fol¬ 
lowed hard upon the conclufion of the campaign of 1765, which, as it 
had been the far the ft removed from our factories and fettlements, had 
corifequently been the moft expenfive for the officers that had ever 
been made by any Engliffi army in Bengal; the officers being obliged 
to have their baggage tranfported upon mens heads over an extent of 
upwards of 8co miles, at the rate of 5I. per month for every cooley 
employed. This enormous expence had drained the pockets of every 
gentleman who had nothing to truft to but his pay ■ and I believe I am 
not miftaken when I affirm, that nine out of ten of the officers were in 
debt when the army went into quarters; and I myfelf have heard Ge¬ 
neral Carnac declare (when panting for freffi water, and obliged to 
drink that from the wells in which dead carcaffes had been for fome 
days laying) that triple batta was too little for iuch horrible ^fatigue. 

It is fcarcely poffible to imagine a period more injudicioufly chofen 
to carry a retrenching fcheme into execution, than that which the Secret 
Committee pitched on for this. The officers, drained of money, and 
fmarting from the fatigue of a tedious and expenfive campaign, under¬ 
gone at that great diftance from the prefidelicy during the hot feafon, 
feeing themfelves not only precluded from all fhare in the rich fruits of 
their very effential fervices, but even curtailed in their old eftabliffied 
advantages, without any profpeft of redrefs, if they tamely fubmitted 
to the arbitrary terms impofed upon them, while even want ftared them 
in the face: for at the time I am fpeaking of fuch was their mifery, 
that they could not even pay for cloaths: to which a friend of mine 
bears a melancholy feftimony, having loft about 3000 rupees by fur¬ 
nishing them with regimentals, by order of the General. 

This was precifely the cafe of the officers in Bengal at that time. 
When, therefore, thofe orders reached the different brigades, a thoufand 
'resolutions were formed and abandoned in a day, from the different 
paffions, capacities, and views of the people concerned; but all agreed 
in calling out for redrefs, and thinking that fomething muft be done to 
ward off their impending diftrefs. 

As I was of the firft brigade, I muft confine myfelf to fpeak of what 
paffed there, and the confeauences accruing to individuals in that corps. 

You 
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You know it was General Carnac’s brigade; but under the command 
of Sir Robert Fletcher, and ftationed at Mongheer; confining princi¬ 
pally of the officers who had been in all the femce of the year 17.65, 
and who were confequentiy ready to cry out firft againft any retrench¬ 
ing fchemes. In the firft tranfports of rage, many officers propofed at 
once to abandon the Service of iuch ungrateful matters, and leave them 
to find officers better qualified for living upon rice and water 3 but 
this was over-ruled, and a propolal made for addrefling the Governor and 
Council, in a becoming memorial, fetting forth the dill;redes which the 
new regulation would inevitably occafion to the officers, and praying for 
a fufpenfion at leaft of the order, till the affair could be reprefented to the 
Company at home. This, after feme debate, was agreed to; and the 
following paper was drawn up and forwarded to General Carnac, to be 
by him delivered in to the Board; viz. 

“ To the Right Honourable the Prefident and Council. 
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« Gentlemen, 

<c It i s w ith the greateft refped we now prefume to lay before your 
Board, the hardships we labour under fince the reduction of our 
former allowance, and we flatter ourfelves, that what we fhall now 
offer, will appear reafonable, and induce the Board to comply with 
this our moff humble requeff. 

« We beg leave to reprefent, that we find the quarter batta inadequate 
to the unavoidable expence attending the character of an officer. The 
extraordinary batta allowed in this eftablifhment, in preference to the 
other eftablifhments, only puts us on the fame footing with them, 
as it is well known that European commodities, which we molt 
want, are fold forty or fifty per cent, dearer here than at either of tne 
fettlements of Madrafs or Bombay, and the difference is nearly the 
fame between this place and the prefidency; as hkewife lervants 
wages and moll other necefl'aries bear the fame proportion ; fothat 
we^hope, fetting forth the prefent allowance not to be a proper lub- 
fiftence, will not appear an unjuft reprefentation, but a notice iumcient 
for a repeal of the order of the firft of January. . 

“ Were we to enumerate the fevere hardftups we endured the laft 
campaign, we flatter ourfelves mentioning that alone, and the irre¬ 
parable hurt our confUtutions have fuffered from a climate fo preju¬ 
dicial to every European, would have fome weight, ffiould we requeft 
the former allowance, on the fame footing of an indulgence; but 
we hope the above fliort reprefentation of fafts will fuffice, leav- 
* L 2 “ ins 
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« j n g to your own known candor and impartiality, to fuggeft what elfe 
“ we might advance to induce you to a compliance with this our mod 
<' refpe&ful requeft. We have die honour to fubfcribe ourfelves, with 
t£ the greateft refpeit,” &c. 

The General wrote the officers a fevere reprimand for applying to him, 
and the Board did not deign to give even an anfwfer to their memorial. 
Thus cavalierly treated, they became inflamed beyond meafure; and 
about the middle of April 1766, they came to a fudden refolution to 
gain their point, or elfe to refign the Company’s fervice on the ift 
day of May next; but in fuch a manner as to give the leaft caule for 
complaint againft them, or for difturbance among the men; nay even to 
ferve as volunteers, fhould it be defired, until other officers could be 
collected to take charge of the troops. 

The world will not be furprized when they hear this meafure vilified 
and condemned by thofe very people who had brought it about, by their 
oppreffive and tyrannical behaviour to the officers; and I make no 
doubt that every art will be ufed to render it odious in the eyes of 
the public^ fince they endeavoured with equal impudence and falfity to 
make it be believed here, that the view of the refignation was to un¬ 
hinge the government, and fend the Seledl Committee prisoners to Eng¬ 
land. Such an abfurd and ridiculous fcheme could only proceed from 
their own pufillanimity and confcious wicked hearts. Had this refo- 
lution ever entered into the minds of the officers, they had nothing to do 
but to have remained quiet, and the men (to ufe their own phrafe) 
would have righted both, themfelves and their officers *, for towards the 
end of April, there were feveral meetings difcovered among the fer- 
j cants and common men, and but too much reafon to believe, that 
they would not part with their officers very eafily. The moment this was 
difcovered, I can affirm, that it was fteadtly and effectually difcounte- 
nanced by every officer who was acquainted with the circumffadces j 
who, to a man, would fooner have given up every conftderafion than 
have feen or connived at any difturbance among the.men, however 
much it might contribute to the advantage of the caufe they had en¬ 
gaged in j and to this, I dare fay, the then commanding officer. Sir 
Robert Fletcher, will bear witnefs, from every part of their behaviour 
towards him and the Company. Indeed lo very cautious were'they 
of giving their natural enemies any room to attack their characters 
on that fcore, that Captain Wilding and Lieutenant Petrie, with the 
knowledge and by the defire of the other officers, waited upon the com¬ 
manding officer, and, under neceflary reftriftions, acquainted him 

* with 
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with their fufpicions $ nay, allured him, in the name of the whole, that 
they were ready to facrifice their lives, and every thing elfe, in fupport 
of the authority of the Company over their troops and poffefifions. And 
when it was found expedient to divide the brigade, more effectually to 
prevent any evil confequences from the refignation, the officers a&ually 
marched out with the men, at their own expence and rifle, and encamp¬ 
ed at fome diffance from the fort, till they were ordered to quit the 
country; which they as readily obeyed, as they had done any former 
order under very different circumflances. 

From all thefe fadts, I am certain, the unprejudiced part of man¬ 
kind will believe, that the bloody intentions of the officers had no ex¬ 
igence but in the brains of their oppreffors. This, however, is not 
at all extraordinary, fince it is well known, that in all ages and ftates, 
tyrannical governments have found it eafy, and fometimes neceffary, 
to trump up imaginary plots and feditions to ferve wicked turns, and 
■throw a thin veil over their own actions, by colouring oppreffion with 
■the face of neceffary feverity. 

On the ill of May, the following letter, figned by every officer in the 
.garfffon, the Brigade-major excepted, was fent to the commanding 
officer, -accompanied with every gentleman’s commiffion $ viz. 

To Lieutenant Colonel Sir Robert Fletcher, commanding the firff 
“ Brigade at Mongheer, 

“ sir, ' ' <; : 

* l That we might put it entirely out of the power of either the world 
£i or our own confidences to condemn us, for defiring leave to refign 
“ our commiffions in the honourable Company’s fervice, we have ferved 
<c four months in obedience to the orders of the 31ft December, 
<c and are now but too well convinced, that our former fufpicions were 
<{ true; for notwithstanding the propofed reduction of fervants wages, 
tc and diminifhing every unneceffary attendant, we find we cannot 
t( live upon'the prefenf allowance, but mud run in debt every month, 
“ as long as we have any credit. We mull appear upon the parade, 
l< as becomes officers, and keep up our refpebtive ranks, or difobey 
tc public orders. We muff eat and drink as befits the climate, or fall 

facrifices to hunger and ficknefs 5 and to do all thefe only in mo- 
“ deration, we muff run ourfelves in debt to every one who will give 
■“ us credit, be they gentlemen or the loweft of the creation; and fo 
£C fall under the lam of another article of war, for behaving unlike 
** gentlemen. "it To 


■“ You 
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<£ You know, that we have applied for redrefs in the humbleft man- 
* ( ner, and that it has been refuted us : it is needlefs for us here to call 
“ upon you for a witnefs of our attachment to the fervice ; our behaviour 
through a foies of campaigns mud bear down all dander. Many 
tc of us have eat the Company’s bread for fome years, and are deeply 
“ concerned that we can no longer do it with honour; all of us are 
“ forry to be obliged to take this method of preventing ruin and mifery 
t( failing upon ourfelves and connections, and we iincerely with that our 
“ readers may meet with a fet of officers as much devoted to their 
“ fervice as we have a'lways wiffied to prove ourfelves, and who may 
< c maintain the Company’s affairs, to the lateft pofterity, in that fplendor 
“ to which we have happily railed them. But unlefs the pay and 
“ emoluments of their troops are again reftored to what they were in 
k July and Auguft 1763, our prayers are all -we can now give them. 

As it is from principle we now refign the fervice, it would give 
* ( us the greated uneaffnefs fhould the Company’s affairs differ by fo 
“ fudden a refignation. We have, therefore, refolved to ferve till the 
* c 15th of this month of May, without pay of any kind, or being 
« edeemed officers in their fervice; when an anfwer may be had from 
« r thofe gentlemen of the Council who we know have the power of re- 
" dreffing us, or of filling up our places with other officers, provided 
t( you defire it. It would make us truly unhappy fhould any didurb- 
“ ance arife among the men from this affair being known to them : we, 
« therefore, beg you will take the neceffary precautions of keeping all 
tc quiet; and as we are to receive no pay, you will be fo good to give 
the pay-mader directions for leaving the abftraCt for the non-com.mil- 
,£ fioned and private men unfigned. 

“ Our commiffions accompany this; which we beg you will keep, 
** and believe us to be with relpeCf, 

“SIR, 

“ Your mod obedient, humble fervants.” 
Mongheer, May id 1766. 

To which letter the commanding officer returned the following anfwer. 

" Gentlemen, Mongheer, May id 1766. 

“ I have received your letter of this date, together with your com- 
“ millions; and fhall, agreeable to your requed, take the mod expe- 

** ditious 
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« ditious method of obtaining you an anfwer from our fuperiors. I 
.< aar . e W ith you in thinking it better, that the foldiers remain ignorant 
“ of the measure you have taken; and I defire you will continue to do 
,c duty as officers* according to your former refpedive ranks, until we 
« know the pleafure of the Governor and Council. 

et I am, with regard. 

Gentlemen, 

« Your moft obedient, and humble fervant, 
(Signed) " ROBERT FLETCHER.” 


The fame evening it was expedient for half of the troops to be n^hed 
out of the garrifon, as if going upon an expedition, and to encamp at 
feme diftance from the fort: in confequence of wh.ch every thing 
remained quiet till the 6th inftant, when Captain Wilding and L K menant 

Petrie were made prifoners, and ient down to a _ cl * , mentioned 
orders from Lord Clive, and their going to the Colonel (as mentioned 

the firft, it . ftriking inftance of the 

unmeaning cruelty of the Bengal government at that*£ 
not but amaze every thinking perfon that two gent m ld o W h. 

fubjedted to all the inconveniences which would ZTind mo ffice 
enormous crime, only for being too zealous in their duty a £ too m e 

in their notions of honour, towards mafters 

fuch- harffinefs. For however trifling a thing 1 fufoiciotis of 

waiting upon Sir Robert Fletcher^^’ft bS » 

a mutiny, wa, at t te tmminen ^ t0 w hich they were un- 

every one acquainted with the articl \ . r - Whatever 

for it was P not without the moft earneft foUcitations, that thofe gentle- 

sssrs* 

i^aicuua, u. 3 lvvuLu a » iniitiiire - imee every man has a 

which they could not help think: g »j '; / . w u; c h he is only a 

nwnthly 1 femW^anftcannotfuhfift “P°° >T~othly allowance, without 
being Objected to the milenes of k a felon o* deiertei. 

j 

Soon 
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Soon after Captain Wilding and Mr. Petrie had left Mongheer, the 
confidence between the officers and the Colonel feems to have decreafed 
gradually, till it ended in an order for feven or eight of the officers to 
leave the garrifon inftantly,' and proceed to Calcutta; and almoft in the 
fame breath a general order was ifitied for the whole to leave the diftritt 
of Mongheer in one hour’s time, or they would be driven away by an 
armed force, and efleemed enemies to their country. 

Whether this was an order of Lord Clive’s, who was then upon his 
way to Patna, or whofe it was, I own it is not my bufinefs to enquire; 
but wherever it falls, it fhould leave an indelible blot, and will, I hope, 
ftamp the names of the authors of it with eternal infamy. The tender- 
nefs of a tyger mu ft pofTefs that bread which could unconcernedly fee 
the men who had fpent their youth and flrength in the military fervice 
of the Company, thofe gallant young men who had purchafed honour 
with the lofs of limbs and conftitutions, in the unhealthy climate of 
Bengal, troop off, for fear of feeing fixed bayonets at their heels, and 
leave their all, their little all, to the mercy of their enemies; and all this 
to pleafe feme particular deftroyers ! 

The confequences of this order were truly fhocking to human nature. 
Some gen lemen, of families many degrees fuperior to any of the Coun¬ 
cil, were carried without the walls of the fort in the depth of a 
falivation; others had juft fwallowed emetics, and were not allowed to 
remain to work them off; whilfi the lame were obliged to limp out on 
their crutches, to avoid the military inftruments of tyrannic power. 

Such are the miferies which Englilhmen are doomed to fuffer when 
removed far from the influence of the happy confUtution of their native 
country! in a place where power gives law, and force is right; and 
where no man is found brave enough to fhake the rod of correction 
over the head of lawlefs authority. 

Before the officers left the garriibn,' the men got under arms, and 
feemed refolved to accompany them; but feeing their officers dif- 
courage tne attempt, and thew no inclination to join and command 
them, they were ioon difperfed to their quarters, by the unmilitary 
meafure of money and liquors. Next day Lord Clive arrived at Mong¬ 
heer, and by flattering the common men and decrying the officers, at 
the expence of every human virtue, he kept all quiet, though not 
without the aiiiftar.ee of large turns of money; having in a few days dif- 
tributed more in prefects to the feapoys and foldiers than would have 
fatisfied the poor di fire fled officers of all the army for a whole year. 
Such were feme of the inftances of his lordfhip’s ceconomy. But not- 

4 wuhftandlng 
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Withstanding this fuccefs at firft, fuch obftinacy would probably have 
coft the Company very dear, had not the weaknefs and wickednefs of 
human nature afforded opportunities for regaining a great number ot 
the officers who had juft left the fervice: many of whom had engaged 
in the affair of the refignation with no other views than treacherouSly to 
rile on the ruin of their brother officers, whofe attachment to their ho¬ 
nour they knew would influence them to defpife all advantages to be 
reaped from the violation of it. Others, of them wore gained by threats, 
and many more by impofition ; fo that in a Short time the caufe was de¬ 
fer ted, and only the few who .preferred honeft poverty to infamous 
affluence, remained fufferers on this occaflon j fome being fent home to 
England, others loflog five or fix years dear-bought rank, and others per¬ 
mitted the favour of being left to gain their bread by the fweat of their 

brows in Calcutta. , , 

Thus far it was neceffary to follow the circumllances attending the 
refignation of the honeft and fteady part of the officers, to Shew with 
how little reafon their enemies have endeavoured to brand their conduit 
With Seditious and dangerous defigns againft the government. It may 
be now worth while to obferve the conferences , and the. effefit it had 
on the civil confutation of Bengal ^ which, from being limited and mild* 
according to the laws of England, is become abfolute, unlimited, and 
tyrannical in a greater degree than the moft arbitrary government in the 

known world. . . .. _ _ . 

I have obferved before, that Meffrs. Wilding and Petrie were fent Pn- 
foners from Mongheer to Calcutta, and ought to have proceeded thither 
under a ,? uard of feapoys 5 but by a concatenation of miftakes, the 
miard for their perfons was left behind, and. they were only accom¬ 
panied by that intended for their baggage ; which freed them from very 
dreadful inconveniencies on their arrival in Calcutta, as will be Seen bye 

Jn the abfence of Lord Clive, Mr. Sumner (equally ^remarkable for 
his condefcenfion, when fecond, as for his overbearing conduit.when in 
the chair, as a filing governor) who reigned in Calcutta at that time, had 
denounced his vengeance on the heads of all oppofers, and is reported, to 
have faid, of the refigned officers, “ There are four of them coming 
“ down prifoners 3 I wiSh there were twenty-four, that J might have 

• f thepleajiire of hanging them all” . , „ . 

When the two unfortunate gentlemen mentioned above arrived at Cal¬ 
cutta, they waited upon this Deputy Governor, to acquaint him of 
their having quitted the fervice, and their intention of refidmg at Cal¬ 
cutta: to which he anfwered, They had been put in arreft by Sir Robert 
7 jvT Fletchcij 
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Fletcher, and mu ft remain To till Lord Clives plcafure was known. This 
they ftrenuoufly denied; offering, that, as they held no military em¬ 
ployment, they could,in no degree be fubjedt to military law ; and left 
him to ufe bis pleafum The fame evening, the Fort Adjutant came 
to their lodgings, and told them, he had the Governor’s orders to put 
them under arreft j which they, refufed to obey, for the reafons given 
by them to the Deputy Governor himfelf; and requefted him to take 
down their anfwers in writing, that they .might not be any more trou¬ 
bled with his vifits. Notwithftanding this he returned again, next 
morning, and infilled on their obeying the arreft, as Officers in the 
fervice of the Eaft India Company j and on their perfifting in their firft 
refolution, he acquainted them, that he had the Orders of the Governor 
and Council to take them out of their lodgings by force, and confine 
them in the New Fort, under a guard - 3 and if they fhut their doors, he 
had orders to plant centinels before the door, and Jlarve them into com¬ 
pliance : and for that purpofe he had paraded a guard of thirty men. 
Mr. Gideon Johnftone, in whofe houfe this happened, overhearing the 
laft part of the threat, acquainted the Adjutant, that if he dared to 
enter his houfe, or to place centinels upon it, he would profecute him, 
and all concerned, to the utmoft extent of the law i and at the fame 
time leave the houfe to the mercy of the foldiers, in which there was 
the property of many private merchants, to the amount of fome lacks of 
rupees. 

This ftaggered his refolution, and he departed to acquaint the ty¬ 
rants with the oppofition he had met j who, though they feemed ready 
enough to facrifice every moral tie to their refentment, fhuddered at 
the thoughts of incurring penalties for hurting a houfe of fuch confe- 
quence, and they well knew Mr. Gideon Johnftone would be as good 
as his word; nor could Mr. John Holme, the oracle of law to the then 
Council, afford them any confolation ; for, after twifting and turning 
the charter with the utmoft pettifogging fkill, he was forced to declare, 
that he could not find any part which juftified a forcible entry. This 
gave the poor gentlemen fome refpite, but it was only in idea ; for they 
were obliged to keep their doors guarded and barricadoed, to prevent the 
Adjutant from putting his threats into execution. 

In this dilemma, they fent for an attorney of the Mayor’s Court, to 
inftrufl them in the methods of procuring their liberty, by an appli¬ 
cation to the civil power : but he very honeflly told them, that there 
was no fuch thing as law in Calcutta j nor could they there hope for any. 
redrefs ; that, for his own part, his office obliged him to take a re¬ 
taining fee from them > but, at the fame time, he would take it as the. 
i , , greateft 
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greatefl favour, and a real mark of friendfhip, if they would not mfift 
upon it; for his appearance in their cattfe might ruin him tn the jet ele¬ 
ment j and then, without leaving them time to reply, he wifhed them a 

g °In tWsfituation things remained til! the quarter-feffions came on, when 
they determined to try their caufe before the Grand Jury, never doubting 
to find flielter and protedtion under that glorious bulwark of Enghffl 
liberty. Accordingly, on the fir ft day of the feffions, they fent the fol¬ 
lowing letter to the Foreman of the Grand Jury ; viz. 


(( 


To James Lifter, Efquire, Foreman, and the Members Of the 

« Grand Jury. 
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* c Gentlemen, 

< £ We hope you will excufe the liberty we now take in addrefling you 
on a fubjedt of the moft interefting nature to ourfelves, to you, and to 
every free-born Englifhman who lives under the protedhon of that bleli- 
edconftitution; and that you will, as far as in your power, grant us 
that redrefs which the extraordinary circumftances of our cale require, 

which are as follow: „ . • n. 

« On the firft of this month we refigned our commiffions m the Ho¬ 
nourable Company’s fervice, which were accepted of by the com¬ 
manding officer at Mongheer, where we then were ; nor have we 
received any pay frnce the 3 oth April. Laft night, after we had 
been twenty days out of the fervice, the Fort Adjutant came to our 
lodgings, and faid he had the Adting Governors orders to put us 
in arreft, which we refufed to obey ; alledging we were not fubjedt 
in any degree to military difcipline, but were ready to anfwer any 
charge brought againft us according to the laws of England .—-1 Ins 
morning he returned again * and, in order to intimidate us into a 
fubmiffion to military law, faid he had the orders of the Governor 
and Council to carry us out of our lodgings with a military force if 
we did not inftantly obey the arreft ; and that if we ftiut our doors, he 
would place the centinels upon them. We returned the fame anfwer 
as before: and ever fince have been in hourly expedtation or feeing 
our lodgings befet with military guards, by which we are entirely 
prevented horn going about our own affairs, and put in fear of our 
Jives. Thus are our moft valuable privileges, as Engtifhmen, fet at 
nought, and trampled upon ; thus are we kept priloners in our own 
houie, from fear of being affaulted when we go abroad j and thus is 
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,< the government become military, and we are at once made liable to- 
<( all the horrible confequences which it is needlefs for us to point out, 

as they mu ft be but too obvious to every one who reflects that he is 
«« a Briton, and a fon of freedom, unlefs the civil power heartily in- 
f* terferes to prevent fuch unprecedented proceedings, before they 
*< have gained too great a head. When we reded: upon the tranfac- 
** tions of this day, when we refled that we appealed to the laws of our 
<f country, and when wc refled that that appeal was difregarded, how 
«< C an we but tremble for our liberties, which lie at the laft gafp l—If 
« we have committed any crime, we are ready to anfwer for it, and 
« fhall rejoice to be tried by an impartial jury : to that we fly for pro- 
« £ tedion againft fuch unwarrantable and lawlefs proceedings. If 
tc through ignorance we have committed any error in point of form, 
“ we hope you will excufe it, and efteem us your diftreffed fellow* 
<* fubjeds. 

(Signed) “ BENf WILDING. 

“ JOHN PETRIE.” 

In confequence of this letter, they were carried before the foreman 
and jury by a peace-officer $ and after being fworn and examined, they 
were conducted back to their lodgings, exulting in the happinefs of being 
Englifhmen, and fecure in the hope of obtaining redrels againft their 
oppreffors. 

How fhall I go on —How fhall I publifh to the world the ffiame of 
my country ?—There were not twelve honeft men found to fland forth 
after tors of Britifh liberty 1 However, to do mankind juftice, ten de¬ 
clared for the noble privilege of Britons, and feven for power : but the 
judges were of opinion, that only twelve could conftitute a legal ma¬ 
jority. The little fpirit of liberty which exifted in the fettlement after 
this, was exerted for a fhort time in manifefting deteftation of thofe 
feven proftitutes to power ; but the lenient hand of time, which fmooths 
by degrees even the brows of murderers, has long ago buried their crime 
and their punifhment in oblivion, nor has one /park of that noble prin¬ 
ciple ever blazed forth fince that period. 

I am not fufficiently verfed in the laws of my country to determine, 
but I have been aftured, that feventeen cannot legally conftitute a 
Grand Jury, unlefs when no more can attend. If this be true, there 
mu ft have been fcandalous proceedings in the cafe before us fince, 
when the jurors were to have been fworn in, there were twenty in the 
court but when fixteen had taken the oath, Mr, Verelft made the 

clerk 
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clerjc of the peace call them over twice, to know the number, and I fup- 
pofe the names, before he would permit the /eventeenth to take the oath; 
and immediately upon its being adminiftered to them, the other three were 
required to leave the court, for that the jury was complete. How far this 
manner of adfing is agreeable to law, I cannot pretend to fay, but it 
feems to be very unlike juft ice. 

The lituation of the prifoners was now more deplorable than ever. 
Given up by the law to the mercy of their enemies, they had nothing to 
expedt but the utmoft feverity , which would certainly have fallen upon 
them, but for the protection that Mr. Gideon Johnftone’s hou'fe afforded 
them, which the officers did not choofe to enter, unlefs exprefsly autho¬ 
rized by the fiat of Lord Clive. 

In the mean time an attorney, bolder than the reft, ventured to ac¬ 
quaint them, that they might, at any time, bind the Adjutant over to 
the peace, as well as any number of perfons, his abettors, though un¬ 
known to them : upon which they immediately, each of them, wrote 
the following letter ; viz. 

To Randolph Marriott, Efquire, one of his Majefty’s Jaftices of 

“ the Peace. 

“SIR, 

** On the 26th of this current month, a perfon who calls himfelf 
“ Lieutenant Baldwin, Fort Adjutant, came to the houfe where I re- 
fide, and threatened to bring a military force, confiding of a jam- 
t( madar and thirty teapoys, and carry me by violence a prifoner to the 
“ New Fort, there to confine me, if I would not fubjedt myfelf to mi- 
,e litary law, after I had informed him twice, that I held no military em- 
t( ployment, and was therefore not fubjedt to military law. As this 
** threatening has never been taken off, I have ever lince lived in fear 
of my life ; and am deterred from going about my lawful affairs, 
5 * which fuffer great impediments, for fear of an affauit in the ftreets: 
tl with a view to bring him lo condign puniffiment, I mull requeft you 
“ will bind him over to the peace, as well as feveral other perfons un- 
“ known to me, his abettors, and whom he called by the name of the 
“ Governor and Council s but as I am apprehenfive of being feized by 
“ this man in my way to you, I muff likewife requeff you will order a 
“ peace-officer to protedt me till I come before you, and make oath to 
* the truth of what I have herein fet forth. 

I am. Sir, your mod: obedient fervant, 

(One copy figned) “ BEN. WILDING." 
u ' (Another) « JOHN PETRIE." 

t Mr. 
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Mr. Marriott, the Ading Juftice, without returning any Anfwer, 
ported away to the Cound 1-houfe, to take the advice of his brother ag- 
greffors ; and from thence wrote to them the jujiice-like letter follow¬ 
ing; " •' 

ff To Captain Wilding and Lieutenant Petrie. 

“ Gen TtEMEN, 

<c Pleafe to inform me whether Lieutenant Baldwin came to you in a 
“ public or private capacity ? 

“ I am. Gentlemen, 

<e Your.moft obedient fervant, 

(Signed) RANDOLPH MARRIOTT, one of 
“ his Majefty’s Juftices of the Peace for Calcutta.'* 

To this letter they returned the following anfwer: 

ec To Randolph Marriott, Efquire, one of his Majefty’s Juftices of 

“ the Peace for Calcutta. 

“SIR, 

“ Imagining you had, through inadvertency, addrefted us on the co- 
ct ver of your letter under wrong titles, we broke the feal; ; but mull in¬ 
i' form you, that, holding no military employment, we are not to be 
“ known in any affair of law by any other than our Chriftian names. 
“ However, as courtefy generally continues an officer’s title after he has 
te refigned his commiffion, we, to fave time, inform you, that Lieu- 
tc tenant Baldwin came to us in a fafh, fword, and gorget, the proper drefs 
“ of his office, and faid, he was ordered to threaten us by the Gover- 
“ nor and Council : but we, as private perfons, have no bufinefs whe- 
tf ther he came in a public or private capacity. 

- * " , , , 

“ We are, SIR, 

“ Your rnoft obedient fervants, 

(Signed) “ BEN. WILDING, 

“ JOHN PETRIE.” - 


They 
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They heard nothing more from Mr. Marriott that day. About nine at 
night, Mr. Petrie, finding it 'ncceffary to go abroad about fome urgent 
bufinefs, wrote, by himfeJf^ the following letter : 

?r To Randolph Marriott, Eiquire, one of his Majeffy’s Judices of 
■« the Peace for the Town of Calcutta. 

•‘SIR, 

« As a fubjedt of Great Britain, labouring under oppreffion, I again 
«t apply to you, as one of his Majefty’s fworn Judices of the Peace, for 
(C that judice againd my oppreffors which the law directs, and which 
« his Majedy has been g'racioudy pleafed to take particular notice of in 
“ his letters patent to his judices. 

I am, SIR, 

“ Your obedient fervant, 

(Signed) « JOHN PETRIE.” 

This produced, next morning, the letter following: 

« To Captain Wilding and Lieutenant Petrie, 

" Gentlemen, 

tc As you mention Lieutenant Baldwin came to you in his public 
« military capacity, any grievance you may have to complain of mud 
* ( lay againft the authority which fent him: and as an AB of Parliament 
« points out a method of redrefs 3 I apprehend a Juftice of the Peace cannot 

interfere 

“ I am, Gentlemen, 

« Your mod obedient fervant, 

(Signed) “ RANDOLPH MARRIOTT.” 

The unfortunate gentlemen thought this letter worthy of no other 
reply than the following ihort aniwer : 

« Medieurs Wilding and Petrie prefent their compliments to Mr. Mar- 
i( riott, and fhould be glad to know how the medenger in the affair of Mr.., 
■“ Wilkes came to be punilhed ? 

sc Calcutta, 3d June 1766*”. 

2 
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Thus finjfhed their corre Ipon deuce, and connexion with the 
Justices of Calcutta, for after this they went abroad, their own 
protestors, and met with no other moJeftatton than being followed through 
the town by the Ipies of the Governor, fent after them to fee who gave 
them a dinner, or a fupper j to Rich amazing meanneffes do bad men 
in power defcend ! 

Notwithstanding all that had paffed, the prifoners would have found 
it a difficult matter to have proved a falfe imprifonmtnt upon the Go¬ 
vernor and Council, had it not been for their own folly and inconfidency. 
In about a week after their correfpondence with the foreman and Mr. 
Marriott was at an end, the Adjutant once more made his appearance at 
their lodgings (like the herald in Henry the Fifth after the battle of Agin- 
court) mightily crejl-fallen, where, in the moft refpeftful terms, he de¬ 
livered the compliments of the Governor and Council, telling them that, 
as Sir Robert Fletcher bad accepted of the commijjions ‘when they reftgned the 
fervice, they were no longer prifoners , but new at liberty to go where they 
pleajed. It is a quedion worthy the determination of a Governor and 
Council, whether tyrannical pride or meartnefs appeared mod: conipicuous 
through the whole courle of thefe proceedings ? 

Thus have I, my dear Sir, gone through the' mod material circum- 
ftances attending this melancholy affair, with avoiding, for fear of pro¬ 
lixity, the mention of many things of iefs importance, but equally 
tending to prove the unremitting violence with which the people in power 
afted towards the unhappy officers, who had facrificed their youth 
and conditutions to the fervice of the Company. Whether the two 
gentlemen above-mentioned deferved the treatment they met with, or 
not, or whether the conduit of the juftlces was according to law, 
I will not pretend to determine ; and lhall therefore conclude with 
making this obvious remark upon the whole, that the legiflature mud 
certainly have been impofed upon with refpedt to the date of affairs in 
India, fince we cannot think they could be ignorant, that all the Com¬ 
pany’s fettlements are fubjedt to the laws of England. The judices of 
the peace through all India are thofe, only, who are of the Council at 
the different fettlements, who are fo ab officio j they leave England at 
the age of lixteen, many of them before they know what judice means, 
and are ever afterwards taught to believe it confids in the fat of a Go- 
vernor and Council. There is fcarce ever a caufe in which it is neceffary 
for a judice to interfere, which does not take its rife either from ridi¬ 
culous orders from the Company at home, or the rapacious monopoliz¬ 
ing fpirit of their fervants abroad : and, above all, there is fcarce a 
poffible cafe in which the members of the Council, as individuals, are 

a not 
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not concerned directly or indirectly, from their extenlive connections in 
import and export trade, farms. Sec. See. Is then the boafted liberty of 
Engliftimen to be fubjedt to a jurifdidtion, where the judge himfelf is 
either appellant or defendant? How ftnkmgly applicable is this to the 
cafe of Mr. Marriott before as ? Inftead of having the parties immediately 
brought before him, or calling together a Bench of Juft ices, he ported 
away to the Council-houfe, to con fait with thefervants of the Company, 
his own affociates, whether he (horrid adt according to his confcience, 
and adminifter juftice according to his oath, or according to the dic¬ 
tates of a tyrannical ruler. As this letter has much exceeded the length 
I intended at firft, I imagine you are furticiently tired; and wifhing 
you all happinefs, I am, See. 


N° XXXI. 

The Narrative of Mr. Vernon Duffield, relative to his own 
Cafe, and the Cafe of Mr. Francis Robertson of Bengal. 

Having ferved many years in the army at Bengal, I was one of the 
many officers who thought thenifelves injured and diftrefied by the hid¬ 
den reduction of the eftabliffied batta-money, in December 1765, by 
Lord Clive and his Secret Committee; and who, after fruitlessly waiting 
fix months in hopes of a favourable iffue to their remonftrances, came 
to a refolution to refign on the 1 ft of May 1766. The brigade I be¬ 
longed to lay in cantonments at Bankipore, near Patna^ under the com¬ 
mand of Colonel Sir Robert Barker, who fent mean order, immediately 
after I had refigned my commifiion, to repair to Calcutta the very next 
day. Upon this, I waited on Sir Robert Barker, to be acquainted with 
the reafons of my having fo fhort a notice given me, particularly as he 
knew my wife and family were with me, totally unprepared for folong 
a journey, and my private concerns altogether unfettled ; and farther 
to requert, that if (notwithftanding I was no longer in the Company s 
military fervice) I muft go, he would allow me a few days more to 
fettle my affairs. ^Thefe my remonftrances and requeff had no effedt: 
whereupon Iafked Colonel Barker, if he would ftand to all the confe- 
quences of the lofs or Ioffes that might happen of my valuable effedts, 
from the dangers of the river, as well as of thofe I fliould, on fo fhort a 
notice, be neceffitated to leave behind me? The Colonel returned for 
anfwer, that I muft go, and that he would ftand to every thing he did. 

N Where- 
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Whereupon I was obliged to leave Bankipore that evening ; taking 
with me my wife and family, and leaving behind unadjufted debts that 
were due to me to the amount of 16,000 rupees. The boats on the 
Company’s account, provided by Colonel Barker to carry me to Cal¬ 
cutta, appeared fo exceffive bad, that I could not think of venturing 
myfelf and family in them; and having luckily a boat of my own, I 
embarked with my family on board my own boat, putting my baggage 
into the boats provided for that purpofe ; fearing much at the fame 
time, that they would not be able to undergo the voyage to Calcutta-, 
which was between 400 and 500 miles off. Juft after my arrival 
at a place called Noon Golah I received an order from Colonel 
Barker, that I muft not on any account touch, or call at Mong- 
heer on my way. On my paffage down, one of the Company’s boats 
with a part of my baggage on board, to the amount of about one 
thou fan d rupees, was loft in a ftorm near Bhar; whereupon I wrote 
to Colonel Barker, informing him of the accident, and that in confe- 
quence of his declaration, “ that he fhould ftand to the confequences 
“ of thus fending me out of the country,” I fhould take the liberty to 
fend him ail account of the particulars of my lofs, and call upon him 
for the amount: to which letter he never returned any anfwer. Having 
procured another boat at my own expence, to take in fuch part of the 
baggage as was fa'ved from the wreck, I proceeded on till we arrived 
at Bandecoot, a place about 100 miles from Calcutta ; where, not find¬ 
ing water fufflcient in the river to carry boats any farther, I was under 
the necefiity of leaving the boats, and of travelling over land with my 
family and baggage, at my own expence ; which, including boat-hire, 
bearers, cooleys, hackeries, and other travelling charges, coft me 
about 600 rupees before I arrived at Calcutta, which was the begin- 
ing of June; having been better than a month on my paffage down. 

On the 9th June 1766, I received an order from the Governor and 
Council of Calcutta, in which four other Gentlemen were included, 
directing us to hold oudelves in readinefs to embark for Europe by the 
returning fhips of that feafon. As this was an unprecedented thing, I 
imagined it was done with a defign to frighten us into the fervice again; 
and finding afterwards that many of the refigners had again actually 
entered into the fervice, and farther confidering I ^vas in rank near a 
majority, and that if the Governor and Council fhould perfift in carry¬ 
ing their order for my fuddenly going to Europe into execution by 
force, it would be the caufe of inevitable ruin to me and my family ; I 
therefore was neceifitated to make every fubmiffion that could be made 
ywith decency or propriety to the Prefident and Council,, as well as to 
^ feveral 
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feveral particular members, in order to procure my reinftatement: but 
thofe my applications and'jfubmillions ware all ineffectual. 

On the 18th Aug Lift 1766, to my great furprize, I received a letter 
from Mr. William Alderfey, fecretary, informing me, That in con- 
“ fequence of the notice already given me of the 9th June 1766, to 
* c prepare for returning to Europe, for the part I bore in the late re- 
“ lignation of the officers of the army, he was ordered, by the Right 

Honourable Lord Glive, prefident, and the Council of Calcutta, to 
“ acquaint me that I muft accordingly embark on board the Lord 
« Camden, which {hip was expected to fail towards the end of the 
« month; and that Captain Smith was furniflied with an order for re- 
« ceiving me on board with my neceffaries.” At this time my wife 
was three months gone with child. The hiddennefs of fuch unexpected 
news, and the reflection of my being thus cruelly torn from her, over¬ 
came her fo much that flie fell fick, and a violent fever enfued, which 
had nearcoft her her life; and in the midft of this illnefs (he mifcarried. 

I found from Captain Smith, commander of The Lord Camden, 
who had like wife received his orders from the Governor and Council, 
that I was to be taken on board as a charter-party paffenger *, and 
fhould have but bad accommodations on board : in the midft therefore 
of my diftrefs, I once more, under date of the 24th Auguft 1766, ad- 
drafted the Governor and Council in the moft fubmiftive terms, requeft- 
ing that, in conlideration of my long, faithful, and known fervices in 
the Company’s military employ, I might, as well as others, be re-ad- - 
mitted to my former ftation, I farther reprefented the di ft raffed fitua- 
tion of myfelf and family, and that I could not thus go to Europe with¬ 
out inevitable ruin. 

In anfwer to this my humble fupplication, I received a letter from 
Mr. Secretary Alderfey, dated Calcutta, the 25th Auguft 1766, in¬ 
forming me, ** That he was ordered by the Right Honourable thePre- 
« fldent and Council to acknowledge the receipt of my letter to them, 

« and to acquaint me, in anfwer, that they were determined to have 
* l their orders duly complied with; and unlefs I did repair on board 
“ The Lord Camden in proper time, purfuant to the notice I had al- 
“ ready received, that I might be aflured the Company’s orders would 
“ be put in execution, by embarking me by force.” 

* Charter-party paffengers are fent home at the Con pa ay’s expenca, fo far as to be iruitfed 
to a birth and to (hip’s proviso ns, as common failors. The fending over of gentlemen by 
violence, therefore, on fuch a kind of agreement, is putting them exadtly on a tooting with 
the felons who are tranfported from England to America ; whofe accommodation and fupply 
of (hip-provifions, during the voyage, are con traced and paid for by-the crown. 
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On Friday the 29th Auguft 1766, Lord Clive ordered his Aid-de¬ 
camp, Captain Upton, to acquaint me, that he expected I would go on 
board the fhip Lord Camden, Captain Smith, on the Monday next, as 
the Captain went on board that day; and that Mr, Kelfall the Com- 
miiTary General had orders to provide me with boats. As I had before 
heard Colonel Barker declare, in prefence of feveral officers, that Lord 
Clive would facrifice himfelf, family, and fortune, and even the whole 
fettlement, rather than give up his point, I now plainly perceived it 
was impoffible to foften his inhuman heart to compafiion, but that I 
ffiould ffiortly be torn from my family, fortune, and every thing dear 
to me. All that I could do on this occafion, in the fettlement of Cal¬ 
cutta, was to caufe the notary public, Mr. John Holme, to draw up 
two protects againft Lord Clive, the Council, and Captain Nathaniel 
Smith of Tlie Lord Camden; which was accordingly done, and one of 
them I prefented to the Governor and Council, and the other to Cap¬ 
tain Smith. 

On the morning of the 3d September 1766, Captain Upton came to 
my houfe, and informed me that Lord Clive had fent him to me, to' 
delire I would not repel force by force, as he intended that afternoon 
to fend an officer with a party of feapoys to force me on board The Lord 
Camden;, and that his Lordffiip farther defired him to acquaint me, 
that he would give me all the law on my fide that I could require, as 
he was fully determined to break into my houfe, either at the doors or 
windows. I defired Captain Upton to prefent my refperis to Lord Clive, 
and acquaint him that I was refolved nqt to ..go on board any ffijp by 
confent, and that his Lordffiip might ufe what force he pleafed, as I 
would fooner lofe my life than be feparated from my. wife, family, and 
fprtune in ftrch a cruel and unlawful manner. 

Accordingly the next morning, being the 4th September 1766, En- 
fign Peter Angerfteen entered and furrounded my houfe with a ferjeant 
and twelve or fourteen feapoys, in order to feize my perfon ; but on 
my perceiving the guard enter the door of the fore-part of my houfe, 7 , 
being then in the hall, ffiut the doors of the rooms again!!; them, ex¬ 
pecting the guard would break them open, as Captain Upton had before 
acquainted me his Lordfhip’s intentions were. But .Enfign Angerfteen, 
finding t had ffiut the inner doors of my houfe, immediately planted 
fix centinels at the doors and windows, and gave ftridfc orders to the 
guards, not to faffer either victuals or drink' to be admitted to me, nor 
any perfon or perfons to ham any communication with me. My wife at 
this time, being in an adjacent room of the houfe, was not permitted 
to come into the apartment I was in, nor even differed to talk to me 

through 
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through the bars of the windows. Upon my afking Enfign Angerfteen, 
by what authority he a&ed fo imprudently and unlawfully ? he told me 
it was by Lord Clive’s pofitive order, which he had, figned and fealed 
by his LordIhip’s own hand. At my requeft, he read part of the order 
to me, handing at a diftance from the window, purporting, that he, 
*< Angerfteen, was to take a guard, and fecure the perfons of Captain 

Vernon Duffield and Enftgn Francis Robertfon, not to fuffer any 
“ perfod or perfons whatfoever to go in or to come out, or allow pro- 
t( vilions, liquors, or fupplies of any kind to be conveyed to them, 
t! without his Lordlhip’s exprefs orders: and that he might try to get 
** in at the windows, or by any other finefte, to fecure their perfons.” 
When Enfign Anger ft eon had read thus much of his orders, he put 
them in his pocket. I begged he would read the whole to me : but he 
refufed doing it, and went away, leaving the guards ftationed as be¬ 
fore-mentioned. Dinner being ready, my wife and fome of my fervants 
approached to give me fome victuals through the bars of the windows 5 
upon which the centinels pufhed them away with great in foie nee, and 
abufed them to the higheft degree. About this time a Jammadar, or 
black officer of feapoys, entered a room joining to my houfe, where my 
wife and part of my family were fitting, and with the greateft affurance 
infilled on fitting down dole to her, I immediately fpoke to him in 
his own language, telling him, that was my wife and family, and de- 
iired ‘him to go out of my houfe; upon which he abufed me beyond 
-expreffion. 

In this foliation, I wrote to the Mayor and Aldermen of Cal¬ 
cutta, as alfo to Randolph Marriott and Hugh Watts, Efquires, 
his Majefty’s juftices of the peace, acquainting them with my fituation, 
and informing them, that not being a military man, neither having 
committed robbery, treafon, murder, hor any other crime or mlfde- 
meanor, I applied to them, as to the civil power of that city, hoping 
for their protection. On the 5th September 1766, I received a letter 
from Mr. John Holme,. Regifter of the Mayor’s Court, acquainting me, 
that he was ordered by the court to inform me, that my affair did not 
come within their cognizance or jurifoi&ton : and the fame day I re¬ 
ceived an anfwer from Mr. Watts, that he was Jjck. But having re¬ 
ceived no anfwer from Mr. Marriott, I wrote to him again on the faid 
5th September, informing him, that my condition was then luch, that 
1 wasjlarving, and had not even been allowed to go to the necejjary-houfe 
during my confinement. In anfwer, I received a letter from Mr. Mar¬ 
riott, the fame day, acquainting me, that ** he had received my let - 
M ter and had waited in expectation my Jirvnnt would have returned the 
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<c next morning for his anfiitfr. But informing me further , that, if I 
“ would now pkafe to apply, to Claud Rife 11 , E/quire, who was the pre~ 
« Jent affing juflice of the peace , he dared to fay , I fould be granted a 
Ct civil officer to conduSl me to him, in order to lay my grievances before 
u him." Such excufes and delays could adraiaifter but imaJI comfort 
to a man in ray circujnflances; however having no other p rofpeCt, on 
this informationj I wrote to Mr. Claud Rufleli, on the Paid 5th September, 
to which receiving no anfwer, l wrote to him again-on the' 6th, when at 
iaft he thought proper to write me a letter, informing me that, “ as 
£ ‘ form as he could have the opinion of the Bench of Jufliccs upon the jubjeB 
f< of my complaint, he would return me an anfwer." Not hearing any thim>- 
farther, on the 8 th September I wrote again to Mr. Ruffell, acquainting him 
ot the continuance of my diftrefs, with aggravation, for that the nio-ht 
before, my windows were ordered to be fmt up to prevent both light and^air 
from coming tome: and, impatient for relief, on the fame day I wrote, for 
the fame purpofe, to the other Juftices William Brightweil Sumner, Harrv 
Verelft, Charles Ffloyer, Thomas Kelfall, and William Alderfey, Efquires, 
all then refident within the town of Calcutta. Some time after which 1 
at la ft received a letter from Mr. Ruffe! 1, informing me, “ that the mem- 
“ hers of the board being difperfed in the country, a full bench could not be 
<f ajjembled till that morning , being the 8 th September 1766 , or he fioould have 
" returned an anfwer to my letter former ; and that Mr. Grofe , their clerk 
x - vim they had deputed to wait on me, would acquaint me with the refult 
" °f their mating:’ Accordingly that evening Mr. Grofe came to me 
and informed me, by word of mouth , through the bars of my window* 
“ that the Bench of Juftices had laid my letters before Lord Clive, and afked 
“ hn reafons for placing the guards on me in the manner 1 had related in my 
“ letters, and that his Lordfhip had anfwered, that he had not ordered the 
“ g uards to confine me to my room, but , on the contrary , had given 'them 
“ crders tQ let me i° ahout ™here I would, that l was at liberty to go to 

any part of Calcutta ; and that the reafon of the guards being placed over 
“ me, his Lordfhipfaid, was for not obeying the orders of the KGovernor and 
“ Council in going on board The Lord Camden, Farther, that the Bench 
“ °J thought the letters I had laid before them were groundlefs 

and thy fixuld take no farther notice of them-, but that if f would 
‘ £ a greeably to the orders of the Governor and Council, proceed on board 

The Lord Camden , I might expecl all the civility and good treatment 1 
“ could wifh for." 

Thefe minutes reported from the Bench' of Juftices, I took down in 
wntnig before Mr. Grofe, and the next day I addrefted them attain 
expoffulating on their meffage, difapproving certain allegations, and ac¬ 
quainting 
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quainting them, that as a Britifli fubjetft much opprefled, I applied to 
them as his Majefty’s Juftices, requefting they would examine Enfign An- 
gerfteen, Serjeant Haifell, and the havildar of the guard, upon oath 
concerning the orders by which they aded ; but that as for wing on 
board The Lord Camden, I had already acquainted the Governor and 
Council that I could not comply with fuch orders. 

The Bench did not fhew the leaft inclination to comply with my re- 
queff, refpedirtg the examination; fo, on the ioth September 1766 I 
wrote again feparately to William Brightwell Sumner, Harry Verelft, Ran¬ 
dolph Marriott, Claud Rulfell, Thomas Kelfall, Charles Ffloyer, and 
William Alderfey., Elquires, his Majeftys Juftices, acquainting them, that 
I wanted to iwear the peace againft Enfign Angerfleen; and as I was pre¬ 
vented from waiting upon them, by my being confined, I fhould be glad 
to fee any one of them at my houfe, to take my depofition. None of 
theie gentlemen, however, thought proper to come to my houfe, or 
even anfwer my letter, except the cautious Mr. RulTell, who wrote to 
me on the nth September 1766, that in caje my defire of Jwearing the 
peace again ft Enfign Angerfleen arofefrom any caufe that had no connexion 
’With the jubjeSi of my former letters he would be glad to fee me at his houfe , 
and if necejfary jar that purpcfe , he would fend a conflable for my protec¬ 
tion. hut in cafe it had to do with my former letters , he had no au¬ 
thority. 

The fame day l received a letter from Mr. Grofe, acquainting me, 
that he was directed by the Bench of Juftices, who had ajjembled on the fe- 
ve/ra applications I had made to them, both feparately and jointly, to infcnn 
me, that cn enquiry into the caufe of my complaints , they did not appear to be 
cognizable by any civil authority there , being against the President 
and Council After this final anfwer from the Bench of Juftices, it 
plainly appeared impoffible to obtain any redrefs in Bengal againft fuch il¬ 
legal and arbitrary proceedings, becaufe thol'e gentlemen a°s fworn Juf- 
tices of the peace would not condemn one another for what they tranfadbed 

Having been ten clays and nights clofe confined in my houfe, in want 
of common neceilaries, and even day-light, overcome with the heat of 
the weather and the fine]! of my room, which was now become extreme¬ 
ly dilagreeable, in this fituation, I had been attacked with a difeafe 


The Prefidem and Council aA by the authority of the Company, or the Court of Di¬ 
rectors, and the Magthrates by the authority of the laws, and for the Sovereign Thus the 
amhonty of the .deputies of the Eaft India Company is, in Bengal, held to be luperior.to that 
or the. lovereign and. the laws. 
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which often proves mortal in that country, and was in ra& at the pom 
of deaths when I determined to have my doors opened, and to fur- 
render myfelf prifoner to Lord Clive and the Council. But before I exe¬ 
cuted this lefolution, that is, oil the i gth September i y 66 , I wrote a letter 
to Lord Chve with an account of my fituation, to fee what he would 
fayj to which he immediately returned me for anfwer, that I was m 
jtranger to tbe reafon of the guard of j'eapoys being pojled near my houfe, 
but that I certainly knew they were not pojled there to confine me to the 
houfe, but that I might come out whenever I thought proper . After this 
I had my doors opened, and, with the affiftance of Mr. Go win, made a 
fhift that night to crawl to the houfe of Mr. James, a near neighbour. 
I was followed clofe by fix feapoys, with bayonets fixed on their muf- 
kets, while the remainder of the guard that Hayed at my houfe, polled 
double centinels at the doors of the room where I had been confined, 
and would not fuller my wife, or any one, to enter therein. I Hayed 
and flipped at Mr. James’s, in company with MefT. Stanford, Maddox, 
Broadbent, and Dr. Savage, who were eye-witneiies of the above. After 
fiipper Enfign Angerlleen came to Mr. James’s, and notwithflanding I 
had fheu ed him the letter I had received from Lord Clive, conducted 
me, with the guard that was with me, back to my own houfe, where 1 
was Hill -guarded as a prifoner, but with lefs rigour than before. On 
the 14th September iy 66 , in the morning, I was carried out in my 
pa .queen 'company with Mr. Britain, in order to enter a pro,tell 
Chve and the Bench of Juflices, but was followed through 
the Meets by two of the feapoys with drawn bayonets : and not with- 
ft and mg all the pretences and affurances of Lord Clive* that I was at 
liberty, I was on a Hidden furrounded by a new guard of twelve fea¬ 
poys, who in a mofl contemptuous manner made me their prifoner, and 
forced me back to my own houfe, in the prefence of MefiT. Britain, 
Ho }™’ a ” d Rand * ], » Lieutenant Edminfon, the Rev. Mr. Kiernanuer, 
and Mrs. Carewood; where I remained a prifoner, with double centinels 
over me; but with liberty, however, to go from one room to the other 
On the evening of the 17th September 1766, the guard made an 
attempt to leize my perfon in the hall, but upon my retreating into my 
bed-chamber, they did not choofe to follow me, as I fuppofe, for fear 
of fire-arms. This behaviour gave me great fufpidon, that Lord Clive 
had gwen particular orders concerning me, to be executed that night 
which was verified by the event;, for in the dead of the night (or rather 
the morn mg of the 18th September, being between tbe hours of two aud 
three of the clock) Enfign Angerfieen came with Serjeant Snider and 
part ol the guard, and entered the room where I was with my wife, 
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2nd immediately feizing me by my right arm, tore me in a mod bar- 
barous and cruel manner from her, notwithftanding, in that inftant, 
fire fell to the ground in a fit. I was dragged through the ftreets of Cal¬ 
cutta to the river tide, and put into a budgerow, where I remained 
with centineJs at the cabin door from three in the morning till four 
that afternoon, when Enfign Anger ft een came to fee me in the cabin, 
I a iked him, what was to be done with me ? and he informed me. Lord 
Clive had given orders, that I fhould be fent down the ; river, and put 
on board a iloop, the Captain of which had orders to proceed with me 
to Madrafs. 

About this time my wife came down in her palanqueen to fee me, 
though extremly weak after her late mi (carriage. She faid Hie was de¬ 
termined to ftiare my fate in going with me, rather than be thus lepa- 
rated. from me by Lord Clive after between eight and nine years mar¬ 
riage. Accordingly I contented to take her with me, and leave my 
attornies to fettle my affairs: but upon this, Enfign Angerfteen imme¬ 
diately ordered the boat to be pufhed off, and again, in a mod bar¬ 
barous manner, forced us from each other; which fo affected my wife, 
that I did not expedi fhe would furvive it. 

The boat immediately put off, under the command of Serjeant Snider 
with the guard, Enfign Angerfteen remaining behind. There was a 
gentleman, named Mr. Francis Robertfon, late an officer in the army, 
who had alfo in the fame manner been confined ,to his houfe, under¬ 
charge of a party of Angerfteen's feapoys, and who was brought on board 
the boat with me. In our paffage down the river He fhewed me a copy 
of Lord Clive’s orders, which he had procured from Enfign Angerfteen, 
and which was taken from the original, on the 18th September 1776, in 
prefence of Mr, Patrick Duff and Mr. James Home, as follows. 

To Enfign Angerfteen. 

V SIR, 

«f You are to take a guard and feeure the perfons of Captain Vernon 
« Duffield and Enfign Francis Robertfon; and when fecured, you are 
« to embark them in budgerows, or boats provided for that purpofe, 
<c and convey them by water on board the Lord Camden, delivering 
tt them to the charge of Captain Smith. In cafe you meet with refift- 
« ance of fire-arms, fwords, or any other weapons that may endanger 
“ the lofs of your own life, or the lives of any of your party, you are 
« to defift from the attempt, contenting yourfelf with placing guards in 
f* fuch a manner, that they cannot poffibly efcape. Nor are you to fuffer 
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ic any jierfon or perfons whatfoever to go in or come out, or allow pro- 
“ vilions, or liquors, or any other fupplies of any kind to be conveyed 
**• to them, without my exp re Is orders. You are likewile to endeavour 
« to prevail upon the laid two officers to furrender themfelves quietly,, 
“ and if that has no effed:, you may try, by getting in at the window,. 
ft or by any other fmefie, to fecure their perfonsj but upon no account 
« by force or violence to break open any lock. If the door he not 
< ! locked, you may in that cafe open it, and feize the faid two officers. 

€t FortWilliam, the 4th Sept. 1766^ 

(L. S.) . (Signed) “ CLIVE.” 

On the ipth September 1766, in the afternoon, we arrived along 
fide the Hoop, near Ingellee, and upon refilling to go voluntarily on 
board, were forced up the fide by Serjeant Snider and his guard, in 
prefence of Mr. Briggs and Mr. Inglis. I told Briggs, who commanded 
the lloop, that fince he had fu fife red me to be put forcibly on board, I 
fliould look upon rayfelf as his prifoner, and upon him as anfwerable 
for the confequences hereafter.. He anfwered,. he could not help it, 
that he had received orders from the Governor and Council for that 
purpofe. 

Mr. Briggs fet fail for Madrufs ; and after we had been a few days at 
fea, he lbewed me the order he had received from the Governor and 
Council of Calcutta, which was as follows. 

To Captain "William. Briggs, of the Ann Sloop,. 

« S I R* 

« You are hereby ordered to receive on board your Hoop, Captain. 
“ Lieutenant Vernon Duffield and Enfign Francis Robertfon, whom 
«« you are to carry to Madrafs, and deliver them to the orders of the 
“ Prefident and Council there. 

“ Dated in Fort William the 15th Sept.. 1766. 

‘ l By order of the Right Hon. the Prefident and Council. 

“ WILLIAM ALDERSEY, fecretary ” 

Alter a very difagreeable pafTage of twenty-four days, in which the 
{loop once was run affiore and in imminent danger, on the 12th Octo¬ 
ber,. 
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ber, at night, we arrived fafc at Madrafs * and on the were, taken 
afhore by Capt. Briggs, in order to be delivered over to the Governor 
and Council to whom we were consigned, for further imprifoatpent and 
tranfportation. Capt. Briggs left us at a public houfe, in order to go 
and receive Governor Palk’s commands: and in the afternoon, between 
two and three o’clock, a ferjeant came to us, and informed us, that 
Capt.^ Frafier deiired we would come ' into the Fort immediately* and 
on refufal he had orders from the Governor to fend a guard and bring 
jus in by force. We de fired the ferj eant to acquaint Capt. Frailer, that 
he might do as he thought proper, as he had received fuch orders from 
the Governor, but that as we were prifoners of Mr. Briggs’s, we could 
not think by any means of fetting ourfelves at liberty, and fhould 
therefore wait his return. The ferjeant went to Capt. Frafier, but 
finding him afleep, went to Colonel Tod, who ordered the ferjeant to 
take a guard, and bring us prifoners into the Fort * and in lefs than an 
hour the ferjeant returned with a guard of feapoys, and carded us 
into the Fort, to Capt. Frafier’s houfe, who by this time was getting 
up. He informed us, that Governor Palk had given orders for us to 
be immediately^ fent on. board the Speaker, Capt. Dewar, which was to 
fail that evening for Bombay *, and in cafe of our refufal, he had orders 
to force us on board with proper guard. 

We acquainted Capt. Frafier that this treatment was very inhumane, 
and quite unexpected* that we had been forced from Bengal in a 
moll cruel manner, unprepared for a voyage to Europe* that our lin- 
nen was dirty, and we had accounts to fettle, fo that we could not pof- 
tibly go on board that evening. We therefore begged he would ac¬ 
quaint Governor Palk of our fituation, and requeft he would allow us 
only twenty-four hours to equip ourfelves as well as we could, and grant 
us permifiion to wait upon him. Capt. Frafier being ill of the gout, 
he ordered Lieutenant Spratt, the town-major, to acquaint Governor 
Palk of our fituation, and our requeft of feeing him. Accordingly 
Lieutenant Spratt waited on the Governor, and brought us for anfwer, 
that he would not fee us, but infilled on our being fent on board the 
Speaker immediately. We then requefted we might have the perm idiom 
of feeing Colonel Tod, which Capt. Frafier granted, and fent Lieut. 
Spratt to guard us. When we faw Colonel Tod, we acquainted him 

* A candid man of the moft moderate principles muft think it a if range cohrfe for thepattage 
of prifoners to be fent from Bengal to Madrafs, from Madrafs to Bombay, and from thence clows 
the Malabar coaft on their way to England. And as flrange mull appear any violent treatment of 
one officer by another, who had been guilty of no other fault than that of.iefigniog his commiffi on. 
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with our fltuation, and begged he would inform Governor Palk of oiir 
diftrefo, for want of a few hours time on fhore to prepare for the 
voyage: but he refufed, faying, the affair did not concern him. 

Lieut. Spratt therefore conducted us to the foa-lide with a guard, forced 
us into a boat, and from thence into the fhip Speaker. When we 
were embarked, and faw Capt. Dewar, we a iked him if he had re¬ 
ceived any orders from the Governor and Council of Madrafs to receive 
us on board his fhip ? He replied, He had received orders from them 
to receive us on board, as charter-party paffengers, which he would 
do. After we had been fome days at fea, Capt. Dewar fhewed us the 
orders he had received from the faid Governor and Council, which, 
were as follow. 

te To Captain James Dewar, of the flop Speaker. 

“ SIR, 

'! You are hereby ordered to receive on board' your ftiip, as charter— 
“ party pafiengers for England, Captain Lieut. Vernon- Duftield, and, 
u Enfign Francis Robertfon. 

“ H. M. GOODLAD, fecretary ” 

r ‘ Fort St. George, the 13 th Oc- 
“ tober iy66„** 

“ To Captain James Dewar,- of the ftiip Speaker. 

“ S I R, 

“ I.am further ordered to acquaint you, that the faid Captain Lieuts. 
'* Vernon Duffield and Enfign Francis Robertfon are not to be pcr- 
14 mitted to go on fbore at Bombay, without the particular orders of 
“ the Prefident and’Council there. 

«* H. M. GOODLAD,.fecretary. ,r 

** Fort St. George, the 13th Oc- 
toberi 766 . M 

After our arrival at Bombay, we wrote to Capt. Dewar for leave to 
go on fhore, who font his purler, Mr. John Davis, to inform us, that 
he could not give us leave, but advifod us to apply to the Governor and 
Council there. Whereupon we wrote to them, requeuing permiflion 

4 to 
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o come on fhore for our healths, on our paroles, to return on board 

the Speaker when ihe was ready to fail. - r 

In anfwer to our letter, we received one from Mr. Ramfey, fecretary 
to the Governor and Council, informing us, that he was dire<M by 
their order to acquaint us, that they had no objedion to our refidmg 
upon Butcher’s Island during the Speaker’s continuance at Bombay, 
provided we would enter into a bond of 500I. each, to repair volun¬ 
tarily on board again, when required, giving proper fecunty for the 
fame We could not help thinking thefe conditions impofed on us very 
harth and inhuman, for Butcher’s Ifland, in the harbour of Bombay, 
is a place commanded by a non-commiflioned ofheer s guard, which 
we were informed was only ufed for the confinement of felons and 
other prifoners, and for the keeping of the Governor s live-fiock: and 
with refpedt to the feeurity-bond, it was out of our power to give any 
fu-ch fee urity, being entire Grangers to every body m Bombay. 

We therefore expoflulated with the Governor and Council upon the 
unreafonablenefs of thefe propofals; and after farther deliberation, they 
ordered Mr. Secretary Ramfey, on the 17th December 1766, to ac¬ 
quaint us, that in confide ration of our circumftanccs they would con- 
Rnt to our coming on fhore at Bombay, provided we would execute 
the parole which was inclofed to us: but they acquainted us, that the 
board could not but remark, in juflice to themfelves, that their propo¬ 
sal for our refiding on Butcher’s Ifland was no way unreaionable, as it 
was allowed to be a very healthy and pleafant place, where people had 
frequently gone for the benefit of their healths. We therefore each of 
us executed and returned the paroles which were feat us, as follows. 

«,< 1 t be under-written Vernon Duffield, now charter-party paffenger 
“ on board the Honourable Eaft India Company’s fhip Speaker, or- 
« g er ed to England by the Prefident and Council of Madrafs, do here* 
,< by give my parole of honour to the Prefident and Council of Bombay, 
« t h a f if they will admit of my going on fhore there for refrefhment; 
“ I will, during my refidence on the fame ifland, conduct myfelf in 

every Wpeft^ in a becoming manner as a gentleman, and volunta- 
« tily Return on board the faid (hip without hefitation, whenever I may 
« be required, for proceeding on her to Great Britain. Dated on. 
« board the fhip Speaker, the 10th December 1766.” 

After this, Capt. Dewar fent an order to the commanding officer om 
board to permit us- to go on fhore, which we accordingly did on the: 

* faidt 
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faid i S-th of December; and on the 23d January 1767, we received the 
following order, viz, 

“ ToMetfrs. Vernon DuiHeld and Francis Robertfom 
“ Gentlemen, 

Jam directed by the Honourable the President and Council to ac- 
*4 quaint you, that their difpatches for the Speaker will be ligned on 
« Monday Morning, the 3-6th inftant, and to require you to repair on 
“ board her accordingly, agreeably to the parole,you executed upon 
** coming on {bore. 

« I am, Gentlemen, 

“ Your moft obedient fervant, 

(Signed) « ANDREW RAMSEY, fecretary.” 

* { Bombay Cafhle, 23d January 1771.” 

We accordingly repaired on board the Speaker, where having only 
the accommodation of charter-party paftengers, with fcarce room to hang 
our hammocks, I was obliged to purchaie the ufe of the boatfwain’s 
cabin, for eight pounds; and having been informed at Bombay, that 
Governor Crommelin, who went paftenger from Bombay al Co in this 
fliip, would not allow of pur eating at table witii him, we were under 
the neceffity of agreeing with the under-mates to mefs with them. 

We left Bombay, and proceeded down the Malabar coaft to Telli- 
cherry, where Mr. Robertfon, diffatisfied with his {iteration in the 
Speaker, left us, upon giving Capt. Dewar his parole of honour to 
proceed to Europe in a French {hip. From Tellicherry we proceeded 
to Anjengo, which was the laft port in India that we were to touch at. 
Juft before we failed from the Malabar coaft, Capt. Dewar informed me, 
that Governor Crommelin had deli red him to acquaint me, that he had 
now no objections to my eating at his table; by which I underftood the 
reafon of his objecting before to have been for fear of difobliging Lord 
Clive. As therefore I was not at all pleafed with my fituation, I pur- 
chafed the privilege of the Captain’s table for one hundred pounds 

fterling. We proceeded to St. 1 -Ielena, which we again left on the- 

May J767, and fet fail for England. 

(Signed) VERNON PUFFIELD. 


Thus 


Ill 
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Thus far proceeds the original narrative of Mr. Duffield. After his 
drrival In England, thus ruined, and low in finances, he found himfelf 
unable to prolecute his oppreCbrs with effect, or even with any profpedt 
of fatisfaftion, in any degree adequate. He therefore thought it bell to 
go back to Bengal in the belt manner practicable, to lave as much as 
he could of his dilperfod fortune, before it was too late: and for that 
purpofo, we are informed, proceeded in a foreign fhip to a foreign 
fottlement ; where, whatever other difadvantages he may labour under, 
he will certainly be allowed the exercife of his own indultry, and to 
live* u nmole lied, to profecute any mercantile or other profelfion, or 
trade; advantages which, to the lhame of this nation be it fpoken, he 
could not* as a British subject, expect to enjoy in a Bri¬ 
tish Settlement., 


n° xxxil 

A Narrative of the Cafes of Mr. James Nicol and Mr. Thomas 
Davie of Bengal, abridged from their own original Narratives. 

Mr. James Nicol, formerly an, officer, in the fervice of the Eafl India 
Company, refigned that fervice by permiffion of his foperiors, who ac¬ 
cepted his resignation fome time in May 1766., 

He refided afterwards in, different parts of Bengal, as a private mer¬ 
chant; and in December 1766, went into the country of the Nabob 
Sujah, al Dowlah, to fettle there as a merchant, recover his debts, and 
fettle his affairs then depending there; having firft received the parti¬ 
cular permiffion of that Prince, who had contracted a friendfhip for him 
during- his military lervice.. 

On the 27th December 1766, Colonel Richard Smith being arrived at 
Banaras, a city in the dominions of that Nabob, 600 miles from Calcutta, 
where Mr. Nicol then was, he fent Mr. Nicol a peremptory order by 
ene Lieutenant Delafield to leave Banaras in twenty-four hours, on 
which, Mr. Nicol wrote the following letter.. 

w To Colonel Richard Smith, 

« S I R, 

« I am informed by Mr. Delafield, that iris your intention:I"ffiall' 

not remain in this city. I beg leave. Sir, to reprefent to yo-u, that 
** the reafon of my coming up the country is to collect in fome money 
7 i 6 which, 
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“ which 1 have out at in te re ft, and which without my prrfenca’wiJl 
V not he paid. It will be a great detriment to me, if I am prevented 

from lo doing, and very likely prove the lofs of a great .part. \ pet- 
“ fuade myieJf, Sir, it is not your intention to prejudice me in the 
“ linall fortune I have got during feven years abode in India and that 
it you will not obllruct me iu profecution of my plan, of which I 
** have General Camac’s taqit approbation, I have the honour to be, 

4 * S I R, 

" Your moft obedient 

ii aud moft humble fervant, 

** Banaras, the 27th Dec. r 766. (Signed) JAMES NICOI.." 

On receipt of this, the Colonel was gracidufly pleafed to indulge Mr. 
Nicol with a longer time, and lent Captain Gabriel Harper to acquaint 
him, he might ft ay forty-eight hours longer; but if he did not then go, 
force afterwards would be ul’ed. 

Mr. Nicol accordingly quitted Banaras, and went upon his bufinds 
into other parts of the country belonging to Sujah al Dowd ah; and par¬ 
ticularly to Fyfabad, where the Nabob relzded, having repeatedly re¬ 
ceived permlftion, in letters from that Prince, to fettle there' as a 
merchant. 

After being forrie months fettled there, upon finding that Sir Robei* 
Barker had received orders from Calcutta to feize and fend him down, 
Mr. Nicol waited upon the Nabob at his palace at Fyfabad, who there 
Jfhewed him a letter from Governor Verelft, informing the Nabob, that 
Mr. Nicol being no fervant of the Company’s, muft be Tent home to 
England, theietoie delinng the Nbbob w r oulcl permit the Compauv’s 
■troops to take him pri loner. 

It is impoflible to deferibe the uneafinefs which this demand gave the 
Nabob, who obferved to Mr. Nicol, “ that it made him appear fmall 
14 and contemptible 111 the eyes of his fubje&s * and ferved to weaken 
■ st their allegiance.” Applications however continued to he made with 

. the 

* Such extreme perfection of people who had been guilty of no real crime, but who had 
perhaps afted fomewhat rafidy, mull be coofidered, by impartial men, as a difgrace even to man- 
if 6 We ,^ as to g° verQ ment. There is a reciprocal convenience in all conditions for fervice; 
and all parties will naturally have a regard for their own. The conditions were firfl altered on 
* it rrr 1 • C ° m P an y> and for their particular convenience, which HiouId be confideredas (he 
hr . dUlohmonof the mutual fie. The officers, who were engaged for no ftipulated time, were 
) iK ompany $ iiift altering conditions, certainly left at their liberty to determine whether 

they 
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the greateft importunity to the Nabob; and at lad:, without his con- 
fen t t> Captain Hill fent two parties of feapoys to furround a gentleman’s 
houfe, in which Mr. Nicol refided. Mr. Nicol, who knew fuch pro¬ 
ceedings gave the Nabob great unealinefs, and forefaw they might oc- 
cafion ill ufage to himfelf, lent to inform the Nabob, that he was re- 
folved to go immediately to Sir Robert Barker, who commanded the 
brigade, then at Illahabad. The Nabob, as a proof of his confent to 
Mr. Nicol’s redding at Fyfabad, and in order, if poffible, to wipe off 
the dain which this proceeding had thrown on his government in the 
eyes of his fubje&s, immediately refolved to go himfelf to Illahabad, and 
endeavour to obtain leave from Sir Robert Barker for Mr. Nicol to re¬ 
main in the dominions he appears to govern ; and he accordingly very 
publicly accompanied Mr. Nicol to Illahabad, which is about ninety 
miles from bis own court. 

The Nabob failed in his application$ and Sir Robert Barker ac¬ 
quainted Mr. Nicol, that having received an order from the Governor 
and Council of Calcutta for that purpofe, he (hould lend him down 
thither within three days under a guard. 

Upon this the Nabob wrote a letter, dated the 12th March 1767, to 
Governor Verelft, from which the following is an extract: 44 The affair 
4< of Captain Nicol is this: When he was Rationed with me,” (in his 
military capacity) 44 I entertained an attachment to him, and was well 
“ {atisfied with his behaviour. General Carnac alio recommended him 
44 in the (Irougeit manner to me. He came to Gorrockpore to collect 
** money which he had lent to Fazel All} 7 Khawn; from thence he 
44 came to fee me, and requefted a perwanah for carrying on trade. Out 
« of regard to General Carnac’s recommendation, and for the friend- 
44 {hip I formerly bore him, I Blued an order permitting him to trade, 
44 and I appointed a houfe for his relidence: at which time 1 received 
44 letters from you and Colonel Sir Robert Barker, acquainting me 
44 Mr. Nicol is no fervant of the Company’s, nor have any orders been 

they would, or not, accept of the new ones. If they refigned their commiffions, they violated 
no law, either of the land, honour, or juftice; nor were they guilty of ingratitude to thofewho 
had firft leflened their emoluments; and they were befides, in their lit nation, the fir ft injured and 
moft fuffering party ; therefore the pcrfccuting of them for what they had a right to do, was a 
■pra£Ucs of great cruelty, malice, and bafenefs; and what was juftly deferring of general abhorrence, 

f It is exceifively impolitic fo toa£t as to let a mafic of policy be fan through, and efpecially 
when the doing it proves difguftful to a needful tool; for, when the Company make thdr owe 
farce appear defpicable, it will no longer ferve their turn, cither at home or in Alia- But with 
regard to the Nabob, they fhonld have the wifdom to confider, that the very exerafe of mock 
authority is fufficiently mortlfiying, efpecially in countries that are charafterifticaUy proud. They 
ihould be aware of linking the fenfe of infulted greatnefff, with the feelings of oppreffed indnftr> 
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ct received from them for his flaying in Hind oft an, and that you fhouhi 
ft fend him to Europe. 

n As there is no difference between ns, and I never can deviate from 
your order, but wifh to obey the Company in preference to any 
cc CThiefs whatever, I went to Colonel Parker at 111 ah abaci, carrying 
a Captain Nicol with me, whom I gave up to Colonel Barker., and he 
lc is now on his way to you. Out of regard to our frienqfh^p, it is 
« proper that, for my fatisfaction, you fuffer this gentleman to remain 
two or three years in Calcutta, and grant him a licence for carrying 
«» ou trade, that* by means thereof he may'acquire fome money, when 
•<t p e w m go to Europe. And without doubt, out of the fir lei friend- 
fhip between you and me, you will aQc accordingly as I have written-, 
<< and keep him in Calcutta, becaufe I am highly pleafed with the good 
“ fervice of this gentleman, and in doing this you will like wile give 
-** fatisfaction to General Carnac.” 

Accordingly, on the 13th March 1767, Colonel Sir Robert Barker 
feat a party of feapoys to leize Mr. Nicol, who being fo feized, was put 
into a boat, and, notwithstanding all his remonttranees, and repreien- 
tations that his fortune and effects were difperfed about the country, 
without any perfon to take care of them, he was thus carried down the 
river under a guard with fixed bayonets to the Company’s fort at Mong- 
hcer, where Colonel Jofeph Peach had received orders from Governor 
Verelfl to detain Mr. Nicol under confinement. He was there accord¬ 
ingly confined, expofed to a contagious d idem per which then raged in 
the Fort, and to all the infolence and ill treatment of black feapoys, 
one of whom followed him wherever he went, with a drawn fword, as 
many perfons can attefl, particulary Captain George Knot and Patrick 
Duff, and Lieutenants Guinett and Ramfay, officers then in the faid 
fervice, until the ifl September 1767, when he was again marched un¬ 
der a guard to a boat, and carried to Calcutta, where he arrived on. 
the 9th; but was kept aboard the boat, clofe to the fhore, in imminent 
danger of his life from the baans *, till the 12th September 1767 ; when 
he was ordered by Mr. Verelfl: into the New Fort. Being now arrived 
within the diflrifts of the Company’s charter of juftice, Mr. Nicol ap- 

* Upon the influx of fpring tides into the Ganges, there is a fair conteft between the fea and 
the river. When the fea has overpowered the torrent of the Canges, it rifes over the level of 
the frelh water, and ruflies in with the greateft rapidity and violence in large waves on each Ude 
theriver, for many milesabove Calcutta. There is at this time no fecurity for boats but by getting 
them Into the middle of the river, which the roaring of the waves, being heard at a great dit- 
tance, gives the diligent boatman Sufficient time to die<51, Tilts is vyhat the natives of Bengal 
call Baan. 
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plied to an attorney at law for affidauce, who, after three days deli¬ 
beration, wrote to Mr. Nicol, as follows. 

*- S I R, 

a The caufe of your confinement I am an entire Arranger to. But do, 
« {marine the Mayor’s Court, to which I belong, cannot take any cog- 
« nizance thereof. The method that has been taken for redrefs here 
*t by gentlemen in your fituation, was by proteft. from the. notary. 
“ public. I am,. 

“-S I R, 

“ Your molt obedient fervant, 

* t 

« 12th Sept. 1767, Calcutta. W M ATKINSON.’* 

The perufal of this letter occadoned the following being written by 
Mr. Nicol 2 

6s To. the Honourable Harry Vereld, Efquire, Preddent, &cc* Council 

“ of Fort William. 

< c Gentlemen,. 

« X beg leave to inform you, that hi March left I was fettled as a? 
« merchant, in the Vizier Nabob, Sujah al Dowlah s country, (your 
ti ally) whole autliority f had, when I was informed that you had wrote 
« to the Vizier, to allow your troops to make me a prifoner: on which 
« I wrote to Colonel Sir Robert Barker, the commanding officer of your 
« troops at Illahabad, of which letter you have a copy mclofcd. 

I confidered how foon an affair of this kmd ought to be brought 
u ^ hearing, and that I might not be the ocGabon of a mifunder- 
« handing between you, gentlemen, and one of your allies, I informed: 
« the Vizier Nabob Sujah al Dowlah, that I had come to the refdlution 
of not waiting for Sir Robert Barker’s anfwcr, but of fetting out im- 
r * mediately for Illahabad; who replied* that if I had refolved on it, 
tc he would accompany me thither, and get Colonel Barker s leave for 
« me to remain there, till he had wrote you on the i'object. But, to 
f< my great furprize, Sir Robert Barker made me a priionei on my ar- 
<* rival, and informed me, gentlemen, that it was by your older; and 
« that he mud fend me down in three days, which he did, under a 
« guard of feapoys with fixed bayonets, who carried me to Mongheer 
« Fort. There I was a prifoner from the 2d April to the. rd September £ 
when I was bv the Brigade-major carried out of my houfe by a 

T> ~ fmard: 
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“ -guard of feapoys with fixed bayonets* and delivered over to Lieu- 
(< tenant Brown* who brought me down with a party of feapoys, and 
<f delivered me over, on the x2th September, to Mr. Cook, their Fort- 
“ adjutant, where I am now confined, without any legal caufb af- 
“ figned. 1 have only one word more, gentlemen, and I have done, 
“ which is, that it appears very extraordinary to me, that I fhould be 
“ confined upwards of fix months without having a hearing; and that 
“ if I had been feut from Mongheer ten days fooner, I fhould have been 
“ here in time to have been tried at the quarter feffions. 

ft But you are too fenfible, gentlemen, that you have nothing-to 
“ alledge again(l me which I am afhamed of, or you can make a plea 
** of for my impri foil meat. I beg the favour of your anfwer, and re- 
“ main with relpedt, 

“ Gentlemen, 


* i Your rnoff humble fervant, 


u From myprifon, New Fort William, 
“ the 13th Sept. 1767.’* 


(Signed) « JAMES NICOL.” 


Mr. Nicol could obtain no fatisfaftion whatever. But 011 the 16th 
September 1767, the following letter, from the Governor and Council 
*f’Calcutta, was delivered to him by Lieutenant Cook, the Fort-adjutant. 


“ To Mr. James NicoJL 

« $ I R, 

u lam di reeled by the Honourable the Prefident and Council to ac- 
“ quaint you that they infill on your embarking on The Lord Holland 
<£ for Europe, inconference of the part you aSted in the late affectation, 
“ and your behaviour fence ; that Captain Nairne has an order to receive 
£t you on board, with your neceffaries; and alfo that he has been paid 
* f 30 1. flerling, in order to fupply you with frefh provifions during 
ee the voyage. I am, 

“SIR, 


ee Fort-William, the 14th 
“Sept. 1767.” 


“ Your mod obedient fervant, 

SIMEON DROZ, fecretary,” 


This was the fird formal notice Mr. Nicol had ever received of any 
accufation of mifbehayiour, having been ignorant and innocent of any; 
; 4 and 
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and It was the firP notice he had ever received to quit India. It was 
therefore one among the many prong inPances that have been given of 
the fummary way of adminiPeringjuPice, which has of late been adopted 
in Calcutta, viz. by condemning and punching firP, and then inform¬ 
ing the parties what it is for; but taking care to afford them no op¬ 
portunities for proving their innocence, and eleaping the higheP in¬ 
juries. 

Mr. Thomas Davie went out to the Eaft Indies in the month of 
February 1762, licenfed by the Company as a free mariner, who (as 
we have feen in our 10th chapter) at that time went out licenfed, for 
an unlimited time, to re fide and trade in all parts of India within the 
Company’s limits, upon only giving fecurity in 500I. not to become 
chargeable to the Company. 

Upon the commencement of the troubles with Coflim Ally Khawn, 
he entered into the military lervice of the Company. On the 12th Ja¬ 
nuary 1764, he was promoted to the Pation of an Eniign; and on the 
26th February 1765, he was further advanced to the rank of Lieutenant. 
This commlffion he refigned; and the relignation was formally ac¬ 
cepted, as will appear by the following letter. 

“To Mr. Thomas Davie, at Burdwan. 

“ SIR, Chuprah, the 21P June 1766. 

“ I this day received your letter of the 16th May, and immediately 
“ communicated the contents to Lord Clive. His Lordfliip diredts me 
“ to acquaint you, that fince you have thought proper to refign your 
“ commiflion, you are no longer to be confidered as in the fervice, 

and are therefore immediately to repair to Calcutta. 

** I am, SIR, 

il Your moP obedient, humble fervant, 
(Signed) “ HENRY STRACHEY, fecretary.” 

Mr.'Davie in obedience to his LordPiip’s order repaired to Calcutta, 
but was never informed of any particular buPnefs his Lordfhip had for 
him there; and being-relieved from all military engagements, upon 
the Prength of his original liceuce, he continued to refide there, and 
in other different parts of HindoPan, as a private merchant, in which 
Situation he continued many months unmolePed, peaceably and Pridtly 
< ■ complying 
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complying with the laws of the community wherever he refided. His- 
bufinefs having called him to Illahabad, on the pth of March 1767, he 
was there fuddenly feized by a party of feapoys detached from the bri¬ 
gade of the Engliih army, then at that city, under the command of 
Colonel Sir Robert Barker, from whence he was carried to Patna, and 
thence to Mongheer. After being there confined for near three months, 
without any reaion being all edged for it, he was then conveyed in com¬ 
pany with Mr. James Nicol to Calcutta, where he arrived on the pth 
September 1767, and continued imprifoned in company with Mr. 
Nicol. 

While he thus continued under guard, he received the following letter.. 

** To Mr. Thomas Davie. 

« SIR, 

** I am directed by the Honourable the Prefident and Council to ac- 
** quaint you, that they infill upon your embarking on board The Lord 
“ Holland for Europe, in confequence of the part you aSied in the late 
C( ajjbciation , And your misbehaviour since; that Captain Nairne 
** lias an order to receive you on board with your neceffaries, and alfo 
* c that he has been paid the fum of 301. fterling, in order to fupply 
** you with frefii provifions during the voyage. I am. Sir, 

t( Your moil obedient lervant, 

(t Fort William, the 1 oth Sept. 1767. SIMEON DROZ, iecretary.” 

Mr. Davie had never been prohibited from trade, admitting that the 
’Company even poflefted that power, neither had he ever been informed, 
that his refidence or even any part of his trade were injurious or incove- 
nient to the Company. This was, moreover, the fir ft information he; 
had ever received of any mifbehaviour, of which he was totally igno¬ 
rant, and the firft notice he had had for leaving India.. 

Thefe two gentlemen were continued in prifon together : and on the 
17th September 1767, the Serjeant-major delivered an order to the Ser¬ 
jeant of their guard, from Captain Frederick Thomas Smith, the Town- 
major, not to fuffer them to go out of their own room on any account, 
whatever, except to the neceilary-houfe; the centinels were at tine fame 
time ordered to be removed to tbeinfide of their prifon. 

During the time thefe perfecuted gentlemen were fuffering fuch hard- 
fhips, a humane gentlemen, then Adjutant of the artillery in the Com¬ 
pany’s fervice, named Bonny, and who had done them fome a&s of 
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kind fiefs, was fent for by the Town-major, who feverely reprimanded 
him for it, and told him, that were the Prefident to know what he had 
done, the probable confequence would be his difmitlton from the 
fervice. 

In the night of the 18 th September 1767, Lieutenant George Brown 
went with a party of foldiers, and by order of the Governor feized the 
prifoners, forced them into a boat, and afterwards put them on board 
a lloop, carried them down the river, and kept them confined on board 
in a miferable fituation, till the 12th October 1767, when they were 
forced* on board The Lord Holland Indiaman, Capt. Nairne; who,: 
from motives of prudence, refufed to receive or keep them as pri- 
foners on board his fhip. 

Upon Captain Nairnc’s ordering Lieutenant Brown and his feapoys 
from off his deck, the Lieutenant found himfelf neceffitated likewife to 
take his prifoners with him into the floop, where Mr. Nicol fell dan- 
geroufly ill of a f pucka fever. Had he died, he would probably hav c 
been thrown overboard, as food for the alligators, and all his com¬ 
plaints would have funk into oblivion with him. But his miferies were 
not to end here. The prifoners were conveyed back to their confine¬ 
ment at Calcutta where the diforder of Mr. Nicol continued to in. 

* Thefe gentlemen refigned their commiffions in May r766, and their resignations were ac¬ 
cepted, They were afterwards left unmoieffed to follow thdr lawful trade in different parts oi 
Hindoihn, which trade was not, in any reipe£t, injurious to the Company, Neverthelefs, with* 
out any previous norice, they were to be forcibly fent to England, upon an illegal aceufatioo of a 
pretended offence committed fixteen months before, and for which they were in no ihape 
called to any account, when others were fo feized and tranfported. The ftrong defire of 
the ruling party in Bengal to get thefe gentlemen from India will appear from the following 
letter of the Governor’s to the officer who had charge of them; 

11 To Lieutenant Brown. 

** SIR, 

“ I have received your letter of the 7 th inftant. My orders to you were, to keep Meflrs. Nicol 
«< and Davie under your particular cuflody, until Cape. Nairne fhould have come on board The 
4i Lord Holland with his difpatches from us for England, and that you fhould then embark them 
ft thereon as pafTengers. He has already left Calcutta, and 1 hope this conduct has been obferved 
by you. If this fhould reach you in time, the only direction l have farther to give you h to 
take proper care, that neither of thofe gentlemen quit the fhip and attempt a paffage back 
41 eq Calcutta upon any returning fhip or vefleh 

« I am, S IR, 

Your mod: obedient, humble fervant, 

** Fort William, the loth 06 h 1767* (Signed) HARRY VERELST.* 

J A putrid fever fo called, it is generally fatal, and fometimes carries perfons off In 
twenty-four hours. 

f Surely fuchfe verities, from fach caufes, muft ferve to remind every reader of the tyranny and 
cruelty ofBaSIks andlnqtiifmons, and of the treatment of unhappy captives by barbarous nations, 

creafe; 


7 


lao 


APPENDIX. 

creafe; an d on the furgeon's reprefentation of his danger to Mr. Vc- 
relft, both prifoners were enlarged on their parole of plighted honour, 

S?p firrlwfo without.the Governor’s permiffion, and to embrace 
the nrit good occanon of their going to Europe* 

When Mr. Nicol had fo far recovered his health as to be able to walk 
out with the furgeon s permiffion, he went to Mr. Richard Whittall, 
another attorney of the Mayor’s . Court, to confult with him on the 
means proper to be ufed for obtaining juftice for the injuries he had 
received from the Prcfident and Council of Calcutta; who told him n 9 
reciefs was to be expected in India ; that no § attorney dared to aft for 
him, and that all he could do, was to lay a Rate of his wrongs before a 
Notary Public, and defire him to frame a proteft againft the perfons 
who had injured htm He accordingly went to Mr. John Holme, the 
only Notary Public there who repeatedly declined it, from a fear, as 
he faid, of incurring the difpleafure of the Governor and Council. Mr. 

fought to get fome perfon to go with him, to ferve as a wit- 
° ^- r * Holme s refufal: but fo great and general was the dread of 
duple afing the Governor and Council, that no perfon whom he applied 
to.would grant hi# requeft. At laft Mr. Nicol took his fellow-pdfoner 
wuli him, and in his prefence demanded again of the Notary Public 
the difeharge of his duty. But he continued to refufe the drawing up 
of a proteft, or even the regiftering of one that was previoufly pre¬ 
pared and prefented to him for that purpofe; nay at Jaft told Mr. Ni- 
col. If he thought himfelf injured, he might go to England, and fue 
for redrefs m the Court of King’s Bench 

Mr. Nicol, by petition, then complained to the Mayor’s Court, re¬ 
presenting that he had applied to all the attornies of that court, but 
finding him felf unable to obtain juftice in Calcutta, and being informed 
that a proteft duly authenticated by a Notary Public, was the only 
voucher of authority he could carry with him to England, of his having 
endeavoured in vaini to obtain juftice in India, he had made repeated 
applications to Mr. John Holme for that purpofe, who was the only No¬ 
tary or Regifter in Calcutta, who had conftantly refufed either to note, 
r ^ 1 il er ’ authe ” ticate an y fu ch inftrument. The attefting affidavit 
"S’* Tho ™ as Davie was prefixed to this petition, and being read by 
Mr. Thomas Woodward then Mayor, and the Aldermen on the bench,. 

I T f lie ftat . e of juftice ca a not be on a worfe footing either in Tartary or Earbnry 

able SS???? aftions be commenced in the King’s Bench, whilft fuch infermtfunt- 

potifm U efeblifted 5 m H °r CUr 1 r 5 P r0CUrin S of Evidence from India; where Inch def- 
P oltablghed, as may be fuppofed'to operate irrefiftibly on the fide of oppreffion. 

* they 
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they informed Mr. Nicol, that it was a matter that did not fall properly 
within their cognizance, nor could they oblige Mr. Holme to draw out 
the proteft ; but they faid, he could not in judice refufe doing it. 

However, at lad Mr. Holme did con fen t to note the protefl:, which 
after all, when obtained, could be of little fervice to Mr. Nicol, as it 
would be of no avail in any court of law in England. The prifoners 
foon afterwards redeemed their pledged honour, by informing the Go¬ 
vernor of their defign to embark for England, which they put in exe¬ 
cution on the 18th December 1767, after differing long imprifonments, 
being much injured in their fortunes, having their views in life blafted, 
(and Mr. Nicol in particular with a conflitution much impaired) to 
wait, in England, the arrival of their oppreffors from India, and per¬ 
haps the more precarious iffues of tedious fuits at law, in which the 
mod effential proofs of injuries can only be had from India, where 
their oppreffors aCt as magiftrates, as judges, and as fovereigns; fo 
that, in fpite of all laws in being, their very obtaining of evidence may 
be effectually prevented, though applied for by a commidion iffued from 
any court of this kingdom. 


N' XXXIII. 

The cafe of Joins Nev ill Parker, Efquire, of Bengal; with Sir 
Fletcher Norton’s opinion thereon. 

John Nevill Parker, Efquire, a Lieutenant in the King’s fervice, on 
the 5th March 1764, obtained, with his Majedy’s permiffion, a conr- 
miffion -from the Company, as captain of foot, having enlided and car¬ 
ried over with him to India a company of an hundred and ten men. 

He refigned his commiffion on account of the reduction of camp al¬ 
lowance, taken notice of in the foreoging cafes, called Batta, and, on 
the 18th May 1766, he was permitted by Major Smith to quit the 
army. Notwithdanding which, it was afterwards pretended that he 
was dill a military man : and, on the 5th of June 1766, when engag¬ 
ed on his own private bufinefs, he was fuddenly feized at Banaras, in the 
jurifdiCtion of the Nabob Sujah al D owl ah, by an order from Colonel 
Richard Smith, where he was ignominioufly dragged through the 
ftreets, and then clofe confined. He was conducted thence to Chu- 
prah, where he arrived on the 74th June 1766, and on the 16th of the 
fame month he arrived at Patna. He was then carried to a building 
named Chehel-Setoan, and confined in an almod infupportable hole; 

and 
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and on the 16th September iy66, he was fummoned to attend a court- 
martial; where he was informed his former resignation was now 
deemed mutiny, for which he was to be tried. 

Captain Parker objefted to the authority of the court, infixing that 
he had never entered into any contraft or agreement with the Eaft India 
Company, to ferve them for any fixed time; that he had refigned their 
employ in the beginning of May laft, had not been muttered for fome 
months before, nor had he received any pay fince the preceding month 
of April. 

The following is a copy of Captain Parker’s proteft, delivered to the 
Court on the 17th September 1766. 

" Gentlemen, Prefident and Members, 

I am adonifhed when I refleft on the ignominious treatment I have 
4< endured, and am more particularly furprized at being oppretted by 
44 thofc whbfe lphere it is to proteft the fubjeft, fupport the glorious 
constitution of England, and exert as well as cherifh its laws. But 
when thefe juft and laudable motives are no longer thought worthy 
44 of attention, individuals fo far diftant from the feat of liberty, defti- 
* £ tute of friends, intereft, and every other fupport, are borne down by 
44 a torrent of perfection, and dragged, in defiance of all laws, from 
44 place to place, as I have moil injurioufly experienced. 

I prefume, ^ Gentlemen, it is necettary to acquaint you, that I 
never entered into any contraft or agreement to ferve the Honourable 
Company: and I did, for many obvious reafons, refign their emp'oy 
44 in the beginning of May laft; neither was I muftered for months be- 
44 fore that time; nor have I received pay, or any other allowance, 
44 fince the preceding month of April; and, in confirmation thereof 
4C when I was, with the reft of the late officers, doing duty in the gar- 
44 rifon of Illahabad, Major Smith, the commanding officer, on the 
44 15th May laft, fummoned us, and publifhed a letter lent him by Co- 
44 lonel Smith from the Right Honourable the Commander in Chief, 
44 wherein he declared. He would accept of the reiignation of all thofe 
‘‘ oncers who fignified their intention of quitting the fem'ce; in an- 
fwer to which, we informed Major Smith we fhould leave the o- a r- 
rifon on the aoth of that month, or fooner, if we could provide eur- 
44 reives with boats to proceed to Calcutta. On the 17th of that month 
44 I left Illahabad with the Major’s approbation, and in a few days after 
I arrived at Banaras, where I was (sized the 5th June following hv 
44 an order of Colonel Smith, bearing date the ift of the fame month. 
1 cannot luppole. Gentlemen, knowing thefe fafts, which.I can now 

44 prove. 
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tf prove, and which are by the laws of Great Britain infuperable ob- 
“ ftacles to my being tried by a military cobrt,- that you will proceed 
44 further again ft me. 

44 The fhockiog and degrading manner of apprehending me, and 
<‘ the many infults I have publickly fuffered, fo reflected on my cha- 

rafter as an officer, in which ftation I have had the honour to ferve 
** my King and Country for many years, With the approbation and ap- 

plaufe of my fupenors, that I determined to folicit a trial; and it 
«* was firmly my intention to have flood one, had I been rekafed, and 
44 it allowed to have been a voluntary aft of mine. But fo far was I 
«« from being even countenanced by his Lordftip, or obtaining the leaft 
44 mitigation of the feverity of my treatment, that infults were repeat- 
«« ed, and I had been a prifoner forty days previous to my being or- 
44 dered before the laft court-martial; and, as a farther aggravation, I 
44 was ftill continued under the fame difagreeable circumftances; and 
44 I have, all together, fuffered this cruel and vexatious imprifonment 
44 three months and ten days: which are the motives that induced me 
« c to objeft to my being tried, and from which I am refolved never to 
« 4 fwerveas long as I am thus mil-treated. Think not, Gentlemen, that 
44 thefe fentiments proceed from any apprebenfion of the confequences 
** of a trial: far from it. Confcious of my own innocence, and having 
*< the higheft opinion of the abilities, experience, and impartiality of 
44 every one of you, I doubt not, could you with propriety try me, 
44 but that I fhould be honourably acquitted of the crime malicioufly 
44 preferred againft me, 

44 You have now. Gentlemen, a matter of importance to determine, 
44 however trivial it may appear regarding me. Yet in my cafe mil ft 
«' be decided that of every Britifh fubjedt, who is, or may hereafter 
44 enter into the Honourable Company’s military fervice, and whether 
44 liberty in this part of the world is a fhadow or not. 

44 Left it fhould be imagined by any perfon that my con fen t is not re - 
44 quifite to try me legally, I beg leave to refer them to that recentand fimi- 
44 lar inftance of Lord George Sackville, who having refigned his military 
44 employments by order of his Majefty, afterwards folicited a court- 
44 martial, to clear his character of many imputations laid to his charge; 
44 which was refufed him, on account of his having no connection with 
44 the army, and of courfe not being lubject to military law. Notwith- 
44 {landing, upon his repeated application, and after the opinion of th« 
44 judges England had been taken, who declared he could not be 
44 tried by a military court, except by his own defire and approbation, 
44 his Majefty was graciouily pleated to grant his requeft. 
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f< As I have ufed my endeavours in every part hereof to pay a proper 
** deference to the Court, I hope therefore 1 have not tranfgrefted, or 
“ deviated from the refped fo juftly due on all occafions. 

(Signed) “ JN° NEVILL PARKER.” 

The Court over-ruled Capt. Parker’s obje&ions to their, ju&fiiaion, 
and infilled he fhould anfwer the charge, and only have two hours time 
to confider whether he would make his defence or not. 

Having been long confined, his life and charader being at ftake, 
and he ft ill holding a com million in his Majefty’s iervice, he undertook, 
under all difad vantages, to make his defence as well as he could, and 
feveral witneffes were examined. But the Court in a very extraordi¬ 
nary manner refufed to let him examine his witnefles to feveral points 
in his j unification, particularly, not admitting him to prove his refig- 
nation of the Company’s fervice. He was alfo refufed a copy, which 
he demanded, of the warrant by which the court-martial was autho¬ 
rized to try him. 

Notwithftanding all thefe difadvantages under which Capt. Parker 
laboured, the Court-martial was neceffitated honourably to acquit him 
of the crime of mutiny laid to his charge, Neverthelefs, he was or¬ 
dered down to Calcutta, being near four hundred miles from Patna, 
after having been kept dole confined, in a manner the mod ignomi¬ 
nious, and dangerous to his health, from the yth June to the i yth Oc¬ 
tober i y 66, and was in other various relpedts very illegally treated. 

Sir Fletcher Norton’s opinion of this cafe; 

** This is a cafe under very extraordinary circumftances; and upon 
this ftate of iadls, it appears, that Mr. Parker has been very ill ufed, 
" and the proceedings againft him arbitrary and oppreffive. But I am 
“ not able to point out a remedy which will not he attended with many 
“ difficulties t and the fuccefs doubtful. However, if Captain Parker will 
run the hazard of the cofts of an adlion at law, which are not very 
« c great, I think it will be advifable for him to bring an adtion, for a a 
“■ affault and falfe imprrfonment, againft Lord Clive, the Prdident, 
“ and one or two more members of the Court-martial, and the perfons 
who actually, apprehended and confined him; but great care mufti 
be taken in fettling the pleadings, if any of them fhould plead fpe- 
cially, to get proper iffues put upon the record. 

“ Lincoln’s-Inn, March, 17th 1 768. (Signed) FLEX, NORTON.” 

3 Mr. 
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Mr. Parker thus buoyed up with an opinion that lie might obtain re- 
drefs for the long imprifonmeat he had luftained, and his arbitrary dif- 
miffion from the Company’s fervice, though acquitted by a Court-mar¬ 
tial under all the influence which power and management might be fup- 
pofed to effeft, brought his a&ion and damages againft Lord Clive.. After 
combating for two years all the evafions which the fhameful privilege 
of parliament then permitted Lord Clive to ufe, they were at laft brought 
to a period, when he was obliged either to enter his plea of junification, 
or fuffer judgment to be entered up againft him. Being unable, with the 
affiftance of half the council of England, to affigri any junification that 
would bear a iudicious examination on paper, the plaintiff was at. li¬ 
berty to enter up his judgment. Here again the attorney was intimi¬ 
dated by the privilege'of parliament: and was told befides, that unlefs 
his client fhould come into an agreement of permitting certain papers 
in the India boufe, which were no legal _ evidence, to be read at the 
trial on the behalf of the defendant, and likewife permit the defendant 
to plead the general iffiie, and give the whole fpecial matter in evi¬ 
dence, the court would be moved for a commiffion to examine witneffes 
in India, which would at leaft laffc them half a dozen years. The poor 
oppreffed gentleman, who had already expended all the money he had 
acquired ; and feeing no end to the labours he was to undergo in ob¬ 
taining a precarious red refs in the end, under all- the influence of the 
Eaft India Company, which was now exerted againft him, according¬ 
ly fubmitted to the fatal compromise* without the advice of his wor¬ 
thy and honourable council, Mr. Dunning, who immediately forefaw 
the pernicious conlequences, but notwithhanding exerted- lfimfelf to 
the laft in refitting every act of power, party, corruption, and par¬ 
tiality, which y/as difplayed to the conclufion of this procefs. Mr. 
Parker was firft nonfuited upon a point of law taken up by Lord Manf- 
field, upon which, however, his lordfhip had not the good fortune to 
carry the opinion of the other judges of the court. The matter was 
finifhed by a kind of compromife, ending in a refblution which nobody 
had ever controverted, namely, “ that an officer in the fervice of the 
tt Eafl India Company has not a right to refign his commiffion at all 
“ times, and under all circumfiances whatfoever, whenever he pleafed.’* 
Upon the trial, Mr. Parker’s chief difficulty was, to prove that Lord 
Clive had ever known of his being under arreft, during the five months 
he had been dragged about, although when in his fickly fituation, by 
his long confinement, he had been vifited by Mr. Ingham, Lord Clive’s 
body-phyfician, living in his family on the fpot, who had the honefly 
to declare upon the trial, that he did not believe he had ever made any 

report 
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report to Lord CHve; and although the court ant practice of the army 
is, to make a daily report in writing by the officer who leaves the 
guard, of the number of prifoners, how long confined, and for what 
crimes ; and that it was proved Lord Clive, the commander in chief, 
had refided (even weeks in the place where Mr. Parker was a prifoner : 
yet the jury were told., and it may be prefumed rightly told, according 
to the maxims of common law, that there was no proof to fhew Lord 
Clive knew of the plaintiff’s confinement: upon which ground chiefly a 
verdift was found for the defendant. 
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Copy of the Indenture executed by free Mariners, on their going 
out to India with licence from the Eaft: India Company. 

This Indenture, made the day of in the year of our 

Lord one thoufand feven hundred and and in the 

year of the reign of our Sovereign Lord GEORGE the by the 

grace of God, of Great Britain, France, and Ireland, King, Defender 
of the Faith, and fo forth; Between the United Company of Merchants 
of England trading to the Eaft Indies, of the one part, and 

of mariner, of the other part. Whereas the 

faid United Company have, at the special requeft and entreaty of the 
faid and upon the conditions and agreements herein 

contained on the part of the faid to be 

performed, licenfed and permitted the faid to proceed 

to in the Eaft Indies, within the limits of the faid Company’s 

trade, in order to provide for himfelf in the feafaring way, and to con¬ 
tinue in the Eaft Indies aforefaid, for the term of years. 

Now this Indenture witnesseth, and the faid 
for himfelf, his, heirs, executors, and administrators, doth by thefe 
prefents covenant, promife, and agree, to and with the laid United 
Company, in manner following; that is to lay, that he -the faid 

from the time of his arrival at aforefaid, for and 

during and unto the full end and expiration of years, (ball and 

will behave and conduct himfelf, from time to time, and in all refpefts 
conformable to the rules, orders, and directions of the faid United Com¬ 
pany, or of their Prefident and Council of their fettlement aforefaid. 
And that he the faid will not, direCtly or indireCtly, 

3 ferve 
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forve or be in any-wife affifting to, or employed by, or for any foreign 
company trading in or to the Eaft Indies, or any perfon or perfons 
whatfoever, who do or dial], during the continuance of thefe prefents, 
traffick, adventure, or trade to, in, or from the Eaft Indies, or elfe- 
where, within the limits of the faid Company’s trade, by or under, or 
by virtue of any foreign commiffion, licence, or authority whatfoever. 
Porvided always, and it is hereby exprefsly covenanted, declared, 
and agreed between the parties to thefe prefents, and it is the true in¬ 
tent and meaning thereof, that in cafe the faid fhall 

make default in any of the covenants herein before contained, or 
fhall, during the faid term of years, receive notice from the faid 

Company’sPrefident and Council of their fettlement afcrefaid, to quit 
the laid fettlement and return to England, for any mifbehaviour by 
him the laid done or committed towards the faid Com¬ 

pany, or concerning the peace and good order of the faid fettlement, 
that then, aed 111 either of the faid calcs, he the find 
fhall not, nor will, upon any account or pretence whatfoever, ft ay, or 
continue longer in the Eaft Indies than for the fpace of months 

after receiving fuch notice, and that from and immediately after the 
expiration of the faid months, it Jhall and may be lawful for the 

faid Company’s Prelident and Council, at the faid fettlement, to c a Life 
the faid and his family to be put on board any fhip 

employed by the laid Company, for the purpofe of being tranfported to 
Great Britain, at the faid Company’s expence, and in cafe of refufal on 
the part of the faid to caufe the faid 

to be apprehended and put on board fuch fhip, together with his family. 
And further, in cafe of fuch apprehending, putting on board, and 
tranfporting the laid and his family, in manner 

nforefaid, the faid doth hereby covenant, promife, 

and agree to, and with the faid United Company, that he the faid 

bis executors or adminffirators , jhall not , nor will commence , 
jue, or profecute the faid Company, or their Court of Direblors , or any of 
their Prefidents and Council , Commanders , or Officers of any fuch fhip, or 
any other per Ion employed in any of the matters afore faid, in or by 
any aftiou, font, or other profecution, civil or criminal, in refpect of 
fuch apprehending him the faid or of putting on hoard 

and tranlporting him the faid and his family to Great 

Britain in manner afore faid. And in cale any fuch action, fuit, or pro¬ 
fecution fhall be commenced or profecuted for any of the matters a fore- 
faid, the faid doth hereby covenant and agree to and 

with the faid Company, that the general iffiue may be pleaded, and this 

indenture , 
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indenture, or any other fpecial matter may be given in evidence, by all or 
any of the defendants, in any fuch fuit, action, or prosecution, in bar, 
difeharge, and defence thereof; any thing in thefe p relents Contained 
to the contrary thereof notwithstanding. And the Said United Company 
do hereby for themfelves and their lueceffors, covenant, promile, and 
agree, to and with the faid _ that he the laid 

truly and faithfully obferv'mg, fulfilling, and keeping the Seve¬ 
ral covenants and agreements herein expreffed and contained, on his 
part to be obferved, fulfilled, and kept, Shall and may peaceably and 
quietly trade and traffick in the Eaft Indies aforefaid, in the capacity of 
a free mariner, and Shall enjoy the laid Company’s protection. And 
lastly, it is hereby covenanted, concluded, and agreed by and be¬ 
tween the faid parties hereto, that if the faid ' Shall be 

permitted to continue in the Eaft Indies, in the quality or capacity of a 
free mariner, after the expiration of the Said term of " years hereby 
Stipulated, that then fuch the continuance and trading there of the faid 

Shall be upon the Slime terms, conditions, covenants, 
and agreements as are herein before expreffed and contained on his part, 
during the term herein mentioned, and not otherwise. In witness 
whereof to one part of this indenture the faid hath 

put his hand and Seal, and to the other part thereof the faid United 
Company have caufed their common leal to be affixed, the day and 
year a hove-written. 

Sealed and delivered (being JirJl 
duly Jlamped) in the pr fence of 


N° XXXV. 

Copt of the Indenture executed by the Eaft India Company’s civil, 
or covenanted Servants; whereby they engage not to receive from 
the Country Princes in India any prefents in money, jewels, lands, 
revenues, or other effects, but Such as are permitted by the faid 
Company. 

This Indenture, made the day of in the 

year of the reign of our Sovereign Lord by 

the Grace of God, King of Great Britain, France, and Ireland, Defender 
° 1 ie ^ anc * fo forth, and in the year of our Lord one thoufand 

feven 
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feven hundred and feventy Between 

of the one part, and the United Company of Merchants of 
England, trading to the Eaft Indies, of the other part: Whereas the 
{"aid is now employed in the fervice of the faid United 

Company as one of their at their chief fettlement 

in the Eaft: Indies, Now this Indenture Wit¬ 
nessed, and the faid in compliance with a refolution 

of a General Court of the faid United Company, and for and in confi- 
deration of what he is or fhall be intitled to receive from the faid Com¬ 
pany in refpedt of his faid fervice, or in refpect of any other ftation, 
capacity, or employment in which the faid may here¬ 

after be retained or employed by the faid United Company, or their 
Court of Directors, Doth hereby for himfelf, his heirs, executors, and 
adminiftrators, covenant, promife, and agree to and with the faid 
United Company, that he the faid (hall not, nor will at 

any time or times hereafter, during his being employed in the faid Com¬ 
pany’s fervice, in any ftation or capacity whatfoever, either by himfelf 
or by any other perfbn or perfons whomfoever, in truft for him, or for 
his ufe, diredtly or indireftly, accept, take, or receive, or agree to 
accept, take, or receive any gift or grant of lands, or rents or reve¬ 
nues iffuing out of lands, or any territorial poftefllon, jurifdidtion, do¬ 
minion, power or authority whatfoever, from any of the Indian Princes, 
Sovereigns, Subahs, or Nabobs, or any of their minifters, iervants, or 
agents, for any fervice or fervices, or upon any account or pretence 
whatfoever, without the licence or confent of the Court of Directors for 
the time being of the laid United Company, fignified.under their hands; 
nor fhall or will, at any time or times hereafter, during his being em¬ 
ployed in the faid United Company’s fervice, in any ftation or capa¬ 
city whatfoever, either by himfelf or any other perfon or perfons whom- 
foever, in truft for him or for his ufe, directly or indirectly, accept, 
take, or receive, or agree to accept, take, or receive any gift, reward, 
gratuity, allowance, donation, or compenfation, in money, effects, 
jewels, or otherwife howfoever, from any of the Indian Princes, Sove¬ 
reigns Subahs, or Nabobs, or any of their minifters, fervants, or agents, 
exceeding the value of four tboufand rupees, for any fervice or forvices 

performed or to be performed by the faid ^ “ In “ ia > or 

upon any other account or pretence whatfoever, without the like licence 
or confent of the faid Court of Directors of the faid United Company, 
fignified as aforefaid; nor any luch reward, gratuity, allowance, do- 
nation, or compenfation, exceeding the value of me tboufand rupees , 

and under the value of four tboufand rupees , without the licence or 

r confent 
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eonfent of the Prefident and Council for the time being of the prefi'- 
dency or fettlement where the faid flfatl be employed.; 

and that he laid fhall and will convey, aflrgn, and 

make over to the faid United Company, for their foie and proper ufe and 
benefit, all and every fuch gift or grants of lands, or rents or-revcnucs 
’iffuing out of lands, or any fuch territorial’ po/Teffion, jnri/Hidtion, do¬ 
minion, power, or authority whatfoever; and alfo account for and pay 
to the faid United Company, for their foie.and proper ule and benefit, 
all and every fuch gifts, rewards, gratuities, allowances, donations, or 
compenfations whatfoever, which, contrary to the true intent and 
meaning of thefe prefents, Avail come to the hands, poffeffion, or power 
of the faid or. any other pcrfon or perfons. in truft for 

him, or for. his ufe as afbrefaid. In WiTnesS whereof, to one.part of 
thefe indentures the faid hath fet his Hand and feal, 

and to the other part thereof the faid United Company have cdufed their. 
• common feal to be put, the day and year above written, 

Scall'd and delivered 
dn^fi'pmped)^ in the prefence oj t ' , ;- 


N? XXXVI. 

Copy of the Indentur-e of Covenants executed ’ by gentlemen emi¬ 
grating to India, in the military.fervice of the. Englifo Eaft .India \ 
Company., 

This'Indenture, made the Day of in the 

year of the reign of our Sovereign Lord by the 

Grace of God, King of Great Britain, France, and Ireland, Defender 
of the Faith, and fo forth,* and in the year of our.Xord.orie thoufand 
feven hundred and Between of 

tire one part, arid the United Company of Merchants of England, trad¬ 
ing to the Eaft.Indies, of the other part: Whereas the Court of Di¬ 
rectors fp.r the affairs of the faid .United Company have granted a com- 
niifiion to the fajd appointing him 

in their military forces in the Eaft Indies, Now this Indenture Wit- 
nessetij, and the faid in compliance with a refolution 

° 1 ' a ] ( ^ ener ^ Court of the faid United Company, andin confideration 
of what he is or fhall be entitled to receive from the faid Company, in 

refpedt 
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refp'edl of his faid fervice, or in refpeft of any other military ftation or 
employ men tj in which the faid may hereafter be em¬ 

ployed by the faid United Company* or their Court of Directors, Doth 
hereby for himfelf, his heirs, executors, and admin iflrators, covenant, 
promife, and agree to and with the faid United Company, that he the faid 
fhall not, nor will at any time or times hereafter during 
his being employed in the faid Company’s fervice, in any flation or capa¬ 
city whatfoever, either by himfelf or by any other perfon or perfons whora-i 
foever in fruit for him or for his ufe, direftly or indiredly, accept, take, 
or receive, or agree to accept, take, or receive, any gift or grant of lands* 
or rents for revenues iffuing out of lands, or any territorial pofTeffion,, 
jurifdiftion, dominion, power, or authority whatfoever* from any of 
the Indian Princes, Sovereigns, Subabs, or Nabobs, or any of their 
miniflers, fervants, or agents, for any fervice or fervices, or upon any 
account or pretence whatfoever, without the licence or confent of the 
Court of Directors for the time being of the faid United Company, fig- 
nLfied under their hands ; nor fhall or will, at any time or times here¬ 
after during his being employed in the faid United Company’s fervice, 
m any ftation or capacity whatfoever, either by himfelf or any other 
perfon or pet tons wbomfoever in trull for him or for his ufe, diredlly 
or indirectly, accept, take, or receive, or agree to accept, take, or re¬ 
ceive any gift, reward, gratuity, allowance, donation, or compenr 
fation, in money, effeCls, jewels, or otherwife howfoever, from any* 
of the Indian Princes, Sovereigns, Snballs, or Nabobs, or any of their 
minillers, fervants, or agents, exceeding the value of four thou fund 
rupees, for any fervice or fervices performed or to be performed by the 
faid in India, or upon any other account or "pretence 

whatfoever, without the like licence or confent of the faid Court'of DU 
renters of the fain United Company, fignified as afore faid ; nor any luch 
reward, gratuity, allowance, donation, or compenfation, exceeding 
the .value of one thoufand rupees , and under the value of four tboiifand 
rupees , without the licence or confent of the faid Prefident and Council 
for the time being of the prefidency or fettlement where the fa;d 
fhall be employed ; and tha’t he the faid 
fhall and will convey, aflign, and make over to the faid United Com? 
pany, for their foie and proper ufe and benefit, all and every fuch gifts 
or grants of lands, or rents or revenues ifiying out of lands, or any 
fuch territorial pofTefilon, juriiclictisn, dominion, povyer, or authority 
whatfoever; and alfo account for and pay to the laid United Company.,' 
for their foie and proper ufe and benefit, all and every fuch gifts, ■re¬ 
wards, gratuities, allowances, donations, or .compcnfations whatfoever, 

, R % which, 
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which, contrary to the true intent and meaning of thefe prefents, (hall 
come to the hands, polfeifioii, or power of the faid or 

any other perfon or perfons in trnft for him, or for his ufe as aforefaid ; 
Provided always, that nothing herein contained (hall hinder or pre¬ 
vent, or be deemed, taken, or conftrued to hinder or prevent the faid 

from accepting or receiving a (hare or proportion, 
in refpeft of his military poft or fhtion, of any gift, gratuity, or do¬ 
nation, in money or effects, which any Indian Prince, Sovereign, Subah, 
or Nabob, (hall or may in time of extreme danger, neceflity, or emer¬ 
gency, give or beftow on any of the military officers or forces of the 
faid United Company, provided fuch gift, gratuity, or donation be with 
the privity and confent of the Governor and Council of the prefidcncy 
or fettlement where the faid (hall be employed, 

and not other wife: and provided alfo, that the fame be not obtained 
or exafted by compulfion, or by way of bargain or contract for any fer- 
vice or fervices performed or to be performed ; Provided alfo, that no 
Governor or Prefident of any of the faid United Company's fettlements 
in India (hall, by virtue of his commiffion from the faid United Com¬ 
pany, be authorized or in titled to accept or receive any part, (hare, or 
proportion of any fuch gift, gratuity, or donation as is mentioned in 
the provifo herein before contained. And this Indenture further 
Witnesseth, and the faid doth hereby covenant, con- 

fen r, and agree, to and with the faid United Company that in cafe the 
faid (hall be di(rni(Ted the (aid United Company’s mili¬ 

tary fervice, by fentence of court-martial, or by a reiolurion or order of 
the Company’s Prefident and Council of fuch fettlement where the faid 

(hall ferve or be, or if the faid 

(hall otherwife legally quit the faid Company’s military fervice, that then, 
and in any or either of the faid cafes, it (hall be lawful to and for the 
faid United Company’s faid Prefident and Council, at any time after the 
expiration of fix calendar months next following fuch difmiffion from or 
quitting the faid Company’s military (ervice as aforefaid, to carry and 
tranfport the faid at the expence of the faid Company to 

Great Britain, in fuch (hip employed in the faid Company’s fervice as 
the faid Prefident and Council (hall for that purpofe appoint. And in 
cafe the faid (hall n eg left or rcfufe to repair 

or go on board fuch (hip as aforefaid, by the fpace of ten days after notice 
(hall be given him fo to do, by order of the faid Prefident and. Council, 
then and in fuch cafe, it (hall be lawful for the faid Prefident and 
Council, and they are hereby fully authorized and empowered to cauje the 
J ai d to be apprehended and detained*, and to put him 
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on board fucb Jhip as aforefaid\ for the purpofe of being carried and tranf- 
ported to Great Britain , fo neverthelefs, * that no unneceffary delay be 
fought, nor any fit occafion or opportunity loft, in fo detaining or put* 
ting on board the faid And further, in cafe of fuch 

apprehending, putting on board, and tranlporting the faid 

in manner aforefaid, the faid doth hereby 

covenant, promife, and agree, to and with the faid United Company* 
that he the faid ids executors or adminijlrators, fall 

not mr ’will commence , fie, or profecute the faid United Company or their 
Court of DlreBors, or any of their Pref dents and Council, Commanders or 
Officers of any fuch fhips, or any other perfon employed in any of the 
matters aforefaid, in or by any aftion, fuit, or other profecution, civil 
or criminal, in refpett of fuch apprehending him the faid 
or of putting him on board and tranfporting him the faid 

to Great Britain, in manner aforefaid. And in cafe any fuch 
action, fuit, or profecution fliall be commenced, fued, or profccuted* 
for any of the matters aforefaid, the faid doth hereby 

covenant and agree, to and with the faid Company, that the genera! 
iffiue may be pleaded, and this prefent indenture , or any other fpecial mat¬ 
ter, may be given in evidence , by any of the defendants in any fuch fuit* 
action, or profecution, in bar, difeharge, and defence thereof; any 
thing in thefe prefents contained^ the contrary thereof in any-wife not- 
withftanding. In Witncfs whereof, to one part of this indenture the 

hath put his hand and leal, and to the other 
part thereof the faid United Company have caufed their common feai to> 
be affixed, the day and year above-written. 

Sealed and delivered (being frjb 
duly fiamped) in the prefence of 


N* XXXVII. 

Copy of a Letter from Francis Sykes , Efquire, Refident at the Dttr - 
bar > to the Secret Committee at Calcutta. Dated the 24th July 
1765. 

a Xo William Bright well Sumner, Efquire, &c, Gentlemen of the 

** Seleft Committee. 

41 Gentlemen, 

« By the great, fudden fall of rain,, and the rapidity of the river, I 
w have been prevented from arriving here till yefterdayI ffiall di- 

“ re&ly 
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t cfit ly proceed on my bufincfs with all poflible difpatcli, and you may 
depend upon it, that nothing fball be wanting on my part to fiuifli 
“ the affairs, which I am commiffioned on, as well as any others which 
(c may falhto my management during my ftay here, to the entire fatis- 
u fait ion of the Committee. 

. ! *■. f * f * ' ■ 44 

r- Lhave had the pie afore 'to receive fever al letters from Lord Clive, 
fince I left Calcutta, wherein his Lord (hip reprefents to me the in- 
conveniencies and difficulties the pre/intminif/ers find in carrying on 
the. affairs of the .governi'pent,; owing to the ^Nabob's, ignorance,"and 
his, ; being totally unacquainted with any kind- of bufmefs whatever; 
and to;obviate, and ; eft"edtuqlly remove an evil of fo dangerous a ten¬ 
dency, his Lord (hip recommends to. me to endeavour to get the Na¬ 
bob to throw the mapagement cf. affairs entirely into the hands of the mi~ 
.nt/hrs, now in pofwer to make over all the revenues arifing from the 
iubah/hip, in order to enable us to pay the expences of the army, dif- 
cLiarge the demands for reflitution, army, &c. and for an annual 
liipend to the-King, with other contingent expences, in confideration 
of our-paying -him a fum of about fifty lacks per annum, for his 
Horfe, Seapoys, Begum, Brother’s Zenana, Houfehold charges, and 
every other expence which, may attend himfelf, provided this affair 
be JapSlifed .by a Smnud, from the King . This undoubtedly will be 
3 grand point: and to obtain it, I fball certainly exert; my endeavours, 
as I efieem it to be equally for the Nabob’s eafe and our own intereff ; 
i ox it is certain the tliare of influence we enjoy in tfiefe proyinqes, 
however great in appearance, does not carry with it thofc real advan¬ 
tages and weighty effects which are neceffary, not to leave that power 
in danger of being difputed, and failing us at a time when the Com¬ 
pany is in mod want of it; befides’it will be attended with many 
further good confequences, particularly that of effectually putting a 
flop to that diffipation of revenues which hath reduced the Nabob, the 
Company, and the country, fo frequently to a diftreffed condition. 
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«CI ik getting an account of the! Nabob’s immediate expences, in 
order to be able.the better to judge what JUpendwill be mojlfuitable to 
" his rank and dignity , and our honour and credit. 

c * Mr. Sum'nbf having informed me, that there was'a deficiency in 
4C the Money paid by the Nabob into "our treafury, of about, rupees 
“ 40,562 z annas,. X therefore acquaint you, that an order was Lent 
• ■ - • « the 
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l< the day before yefterday for the payment of it, which I hope by this 
l{ time is- come fefe to hand 1 . 

" I am, with the greatedrefperff. 


<c 


'^ MoradhaHg, the 24th 
J^y 1765, 


** GENTLEMEN, 

“ Your mofl obedient, humble fervant, 

i nj u iul }t>d IIIv- jjcv Jnci ov^sff 

(Signed) “FRANCIS SYKES 7 .”' 


f jl.l Ik *> 

N° XXXVIII. 

■ 

Copy of 3 Letter from Francis .Sykes, Efquire, RefiHent at tby, D'nr- 
bar, to the Secret Commit tee. -at Calcutta. Dated the 28 th July 

J 7 ^ 5 * 

< 1 : /J r ‘.^ 'io h n >:u f) ^ r 1 * *• • * OLt ; 1 

l( To William,Brightwell Sumner, Ei quire, &c, Gentlemen of.thc 

Seledt Co 111 mii:tee. 

cc Gentlemen, 

■*' 1 i j' *. ■ i ', , ... . . l 'j - 1 

*J I Have ; had the pleafpre: to receive your favour as late, a? .on }y four 
“ days ago, inclo/ing the plan for carrying'pn the. trade, of .lVit,,bcetle- 
“ nut and tobacco, accompanned by fovcral queftions which required 
*’ to be anfwereti by each; member of the,,SeledbCommittee feverally, in 
“ order to collect' their fentiments, ta. enable you to proceed agreeably 
“ thereto, . 

“ Having replied to each query in, a feparate. paper, deaves- me yery 
“. little to fay here on the fubyedl. j have, included the r cpior)ds. and 
“ lieutenant-colonels in the plan, more from-a defire of rehqoyingeyery 
*‘ (park of. envy,, and (hewing gur. difinterejlednejs. in money masters, 
“ which certainly ought to be confidcrcd in a-plan id exientiveas tlik, 
“ more than from any claim of real right;, for as the Company’s covu- 

„ “ nan ted feryan ts-only are int.itle 4 to. duduclcs,, they certainly can he 
; “ the only perfons intitled to.a. (hare in this trade ; but I look upon this 
p as fo great an objedt, that we cqn, vrith.ou.t. impropriety, make a vo- 
*f luntavy tender to tfypfe gentlemen, who are excluded from receiving 
u prefents, as well as the Company’s covenanted fervants, 

* Ojie of the Nabob's gardens near Murfhedabad, 

“ As 
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•* As it is uncertain •what number of majors we may have upon this 
« eftablifhment, I think, for that reafon, it is not proper to include 
« them, and like wife as they may be too numerous a body. 

« I now inclofe you the Nabob’s per wan ah s, &e. amounting to on? 
« hundred and fix, which will enable you immediately to enter upon 
«« the contrails. I have been very particular in collecting the number 
“ of zemindars whofe countries produce any felt, and think thofe I 
« have fent you will be fufficient for the fait-works dependent on the 
41 Fowzdar of Hoogly^ as well as for thofe which are to be under the 
management of the gentlemen of Dacca and Chittigong. You will 
“ find that the zemindars are entirely put under our authority, and 
«* are to comply with fuch regulations as you ihall think proper to 
** eftablifh. 

** I can with pleafure inform you, that I have completed the bufi- 
€t nefs which was lb earneftly recommended to me by Lord Clive. The 
« Nabob, after fully explaining to him the many advantages that would 
44 arife to the public, and how much he would be embarrafied from his 
** little knowledge in affairs of fo much confequence, has, after mature 
<( con fide ration, agreed to accept of a ftipend of Sicca rupees, 5,386,161 
** per annum j and will, in confequence of fuch agreement, throw all 
u the affairs of the government into the hands of Mahomed Reza Cawn, 
44 Doolubram, and Juggut Seat, the minijlers appointed by Us ; and make 
** over the management and revenue of the Subahdary for the payment 
** of the forces, rsflitution, and other purpofes mentioned in Lord 
“ Clive’s letter of the 11th inftant, provided the fame be duly autho- 
“ rized and confirmed by the King. He was indeed fo fully perfuaded 
4< of the expediency of the meafures propoted, that he would have ac - 
“ cep ted of fij'ty lacks \ baton perceiving how clofely he was tied up 
relative to the allowance made him for his * Affwary, Emaumbarry 
expences. Zenana, and other articles, I thought the credit of the Com- 
** mittee required that his allowance jhould be enlarged ; particularly 
** when I confidered what a glorious opportunity he gives us of efablifh~ 
** ing a new fyftem of government, which, if properly adopted, regu- 
“ lated, and purfued with fteadinefs and firm nefs, bids faireft for fettling 
** that tranquillity in the three provinces which has been fo long want- 
** ing, and confefied fo efifential for the good of the country, the Na- 
** bob’s eafe, and the profperity of the Company. This profpeft, I 
" own, appears to me to be of no lefs importance to our Honourable 
employers, than that of eftablilhing them in this kingdom beyond 

* The retinue maintained for parade j the expences incurred athismo r ques in religious matters* 
and the charges vf his feiaglio. 

- «« the 
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<* the attempts of any enemy whatever; and E-curing fuch real and 
« folid advantages as, from our influence, we have a right to expeft, 
« and which mull in a fhort time render the company the greateft and 
* c moft potent commercial body in the world. But an eflential preli- 
“ minary towards eftabliffiing this plan will be, to fecure the dewan- 
« nee, which, though formerly a very diftind office, is now become 
et fo dependent on the fubahdary, that they cannot with any propriety 
<£ be in two different interefts. This can be very eafily fee ured by 
«£ Lord Clive ; and I make no doubt but it will, on a reprefentation 
« from the Committee to his Lordfhip on the fubjed. In the courfe of 
regulating this bu fine is with the Nabob, I have had the greateft at- 
« tention to every part of bis family , to prevent their receiving any ill 
« treatment, or bad ufage from him ; their allowance I have fettled as 
<l follows; viz. 

Rupees per month. 


To Seyf al Dowlah - - - 7000 

Mobareck al Dowlah ----- 5 000 

Meran’s fon - - - - 5000 

The Begum and her family - 6000 


« Thefe fums, though much more than what has been hitherto ex- 
41 pended on their account, yet it is neither for our honour or credit, 
“ to deprive them of a fupport in life fuitabk to their rank and dignity. 
“ I have, for the better feeuring thefe fums to them, got Mahomed 
“ Keza Khawn, Doolubram, and Juggut Seat, to take upon them the 
4t charge of this money, to pay it monthly, or as fhall be moft agree- 
able to them to receive it. Thefe three perfons are like wife to have 
<* the payment of all the Nabob’s feapoys, horfe, fervants, &c. which 
** he very readily and with pleafure confented to. 

« Nothing now remains to finifh this grand point entirely, but the 
t( obtaining a funnud from the King , and the executing the obligation 
l( which is neceflary to pafs between the Company and the Nabob; 
“ but I (hall defer this, until I have your’s as well as his Lordship’s 
“ authority for fo doing. 

“ Since my arrival, 1 have been extremely watchful over the actions 
“ of Mahomed Reza Khawn, Doolubram, and Juggut Seat, that I 
*< might be able to form fome judgment how the regulations which were 
«< lately made for the adminiftration of the government were executed; 
“ and can with much fatisfeion inforrrj you, that I think every one 
« ads with the greateft affiduity in his own office, without aiming 

S at 
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et at any encroachment on the partition of authority we judged necef- 
“ fary for the fecurity of the prefer)t eftablifhment. Whatever attempts 
** might have been made on the balance of power by Doolubram, lam 
t( convinced he is very fenfible of his error, and will give no caufe for 
(< any further complaints. There is at prefent the greateft harmony 
w and cordiality fubhding between the Nabob and his minifters, as 
well as between the minifters them lei ves, that the be/I of confe- 
” quences is to be expefted from it, and we may hope a continuance 
“ of it by a little attention only in the gentleman who refides at the 
Durbar. The Nabob is extremely polite t and very tractable. I 
” cannot conclude this fubjeft without mentioning to you. Gentlemen, 
** the very extraordinary affiduity and care of Mahomed Reza Khawn 
“ for the good of the Company and the country; and from his inde- 
“ fatigablenefs, joined with a principle of honour and integrity, we 
€t may exp eft affairs foon reduced into good form and order; a thing 
“ fo much to be coveted. 

** In three or four days time I hope to be able to fend you about two 
*' lacks of rupees, but exped little or nothing more : but I muft re- 
“ queft that a tender of this money may be made the merchants as foon 
as the Company is in cafh, and their affairs will admit of its return,. 
“ having given my word that this circumflance will be complied with ; 
“ ns 1 Jhould not otherwije have been able to obtain it, unlefs I had made 
** zife of tor ce, a method which ought to be avoided. 

** I am, with the greateft refped, 
u Gentlemen, 

“ Your moll obedient, humble fervant, 

" 2Sth (Signed) FRANCIS SYKES.’" 
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Copy of a Letter from Francis Syke$ Ei quire, Refident at the Dur - 
bar, to the Secret Committee at Calcutta. Dated the -31 ft Odtober 

1765. 

w To the Right Honourable Lord Clive, Prefident and Governor, 
“ and the Gentlemen of the Select Committee. 

** My Lord and Gentlemen, 

t( Inclofed I fend you a ftatement of the Bahar revenues, as fixed for 
this year; with a particular account of luch parts as are afligned over 
t( for the payment of the jagueers which have been granted by royal 
" authority, and whofe names I alfo particularize. 

u After a ferutiny into feveral years accounts, I find very little has 
“ been really brought to the credit of the Nizamut, even in the moft 
** peaceable times ; but in Meer JafHer’ait ha£ been a very heavy ex- 
<s pence to him; little or nothing, I find, being collected even to fup- 
port a part of the charges attending it. By the beft accounts that I 
“ can learn, we fliall hardly come up to the prefent ftatement, though 
I thought it would be better not to rate it lower this year, and the 
<£ next we might with more propriety judge of its real value. The 
** expence in Ramnarains, as well as in the prefent Nabob Itraam al 
“ Dowlah’s time, has been charged at 2,153,934—2—10, as you will 
<f obferve by the account I now inclofe you. I have examined very 
M narrowly into every article, and have, with the affiftance of Ma- 
** homed Reza Khawn, reduced the expence to rupees 750,920, though 
“ ftill great and heavy; yet the minifters declare to me, that there is 
S( no luperfluous expencs in that fum ; that it will require the full 
tc number of people mentioned to colledt the revenues properly, and 
“ pay the different contingent expenceS which muft neceftarily happen 
ft in fo extenfive a country. 

** Mahomed Reza Kbawn, Doolubram, &c. would, with your con- 
“ fent, adopt the following plan. Nabob Itraam al Dowlah to return 
<c to his ftation : Dirgenarain to remain alfo; and two overleers on the 
te part of the Company* and one on that of the minijlers of the govern- 
“ merit, to remain, not only as checks on their actions, but to enable 
** them to proceed in the collections with the greateft alacrity. Had 
u n °t our connexions with the brothers of the above-mentioned per- 
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“ Tons made it neceffary to give them our countenance, and a proper 
<• influence in the country, i (hould be ent.rely for having a new daft 
«c 0 f people of lefs confequence, more a&ive, and their expences con- 
«< fid er ably lefs, to manage the affairs of that province; and who would 
“ he more inclinable to obey any orders they might receive from hence 
« than they have lately /hewed. Whatever arrangements you may think 
« proper to make, the fooner it is concluded on the better; as every 
« t hi L i s at an entire f op, nor can the minijlers procure any fattsfaSlory 
“ anfwer, fa as to inform themfelves of the progreis that has been made 

" “ hi "the'account of jagueers and charity-lands, which I now forward. 
«to your Lordihip, &c. amounting to 2,018,714-10.--0 there will 
«« be (in confequence of our late agreement) that which the Nabob 
“had, amounting to 902,960-8-15, to he brought to the Company s 
« credit, alfo thefum of 290,707-14-° which has been kept up under 
“ the head of jagueers, and has been an tmpofitron, as no petfon can 
“claim it, or any part thereof, either by an authority of royal iun- 
“ nuds, or as a gift of the Nabob’s 5 fo that it mull be a fraud m thoie 
« who had the management of affairs. The mm allowed for charity 
“ is bulky; and I make no doubt, if it was in my power to enquire 
“ into that article, we would find the greateft part mifapphed, 

“ I have been greatly retarded in fending you the inclofeu accounts 
€<■ by the many irnpofitions the Patna Mutfeddees,. Congoes, &c. wanted 
• l to have continued and confirmed; not only in the value of the pro- 
«* vince and in the account of expences, but in the amount or cadi 
<< perfon’s jagueer; many of whom had charged more than their fun— 
“ nuds in titled them to receive, in expectations that no inquiry would 
« be made into their right. In fhort, an entire reformation wants to 
“ be made, fooner or later, which if you fhould not have done now, I 
“ would recommend its taking place in April next, when the Poonea is 
« made, and the value of each Purgunnah is fixed, or as foon as you 
think it will be moll confident with the plan of government you are 

defirous of forming.. , 

14 A. regular and. proper" rnode once fixed on* and men of activity*., 
fteadmefs, and integrity employed in the management of thecollec- 

* tions, who will pay a proper attention to the frontier provinces, I 
‘ am confident, that the province of Bahar will then yield very little 
1 fhort of one crore of rupees, T. he jagueers and chanty-lands ft and at 

* the old rents, or at what they paid many years ago. They will cer- 
‘ tainly jiow produce double the amount , and in point of right, the fur- 

* plus, whatever it may be, exceeding the amount which the funnuds 

u inti tie: 
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» intitle the proprietors to, ought to be brought to. the credit of the 
•t Company. Before I have done with' this fubjedt it will be neceffary 
** to mention, that Shetabroy, as Rungs Dewan, has tire department ot 
« the Khali ah * ; wherein not only revenues^, but duties arifing to the 
« government yearly, the amount not inconliderable, ought to be 
«« added to this account. I have applied not only to Itraam al Dow- 
« Jah, but to the Patna Murfeddees, all of whom decline giving me 
“ any account of the fame, referring me to Shetabroy for them. As 
« this gentleman is now in Calcutta, you will be bell: able to adjuft 

« this matter with him. A t 

m xhe duties arifing from the Punchuttrah office at Mur the dab ad, 
« only a few years ago, amounted to rupees 384,000,. I find there ;s 
“ now exifting fcarcely any thing more than the name. I have ac- 
“ cordingly got Mahomed Reza Khawn, &c. to appoint a perfon of 
“ integrity and affiduity to infpeft into the Daroga’s proceedings, and 
« keep an exad account of the duties arifing to the government, as lias 
« been for many years effablifhed. The like regulations 1 have defired 
“ might take place in the Tankfallf, where abufes appear equally 

f/ I &t find it will be abfolutely neceffary fome regulations fliould. be 
« fixed on for the government of the Chokeys alt over the country, for 
« which purpofe I have got Mahomed Reza Khawn to write to the 
« Fowzdars and Zemindars of the different provinces, for an exacft ac- 
« count of all the Chokeys now kept up, that a proper arrangement 
* t may be made, and a few confiderable ones eftabhibcd in the mo ft 
“convenient parts of the country; which will anfwer the purpofe 
ts much more effectually than the fuperfluous number that do now exiit, 
which have in fome degree only ferved to fubvert the true intent for 
which they were ordered, and throwing, a number of difficulties- m 

tc the way of trade in general. . - 

“ Fraud and villainy appears to have been carried to fo gieat a 
height in every department, that I am no longer furprized that the 
“ Nabobs of late have been-fo much difireffed in their government, 
A total change, by degrees, mull be made; and it can only be by 
« degrees brought about, without great difturbance and murmuring 
« all over the country. I am exerting my utmoft endeavours for that 
..purpofe; but have to fbuggje with every difficulty that can be 
.. thrown in my way by minifters, Mutfeddees, Congpes, &c. and 
» their dependents, Yet with a proper import from you, I make not 
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* e the lead doubt, in time, but I fhall accomplifli your mod fanguine 
** expectations. 

u Representations of late have been made to me by the Zemindars 
* c of different villages, that the King is fixing Dawks* from Ula- 
* c habad to this place and Calcutta ; that it will be a very great 
“ burthen to the inhabitants in many parts of the country, if they 
<e are under a neceffity of fupporting them with the ufual necefia- 
ft ries, having already both the Company's and the Nabob’s Dawks 
ft to provide for, and requeft they may be relieved from fo heavy 
t( a grievance. 

“ Inelofed I fend you a letter which I have received from Captain 
t< M c Pherfon, reprefenting the hard Chip he has laboured under fince 
t( his being ordered on the Moradbaug eftablifhment, in being de- 
“ prived the receiving of any batta, notwithftanding a detachment 
“ at Coflimbazar has been allowed it. I requeft your Lordfhip, &c. 

will take his cafe into confideration : and fhould it not be inconfiftent 
“ with the rules and regulations then eftablifhed, I defire you will 
** order him to receive at leaft half batta, agreeably to what was al- 
“ lowed the Coffimbazar detachment, as an hundred and twenty rupees 
** has been the only fum he has had to live on fmce his refidence there . 

u 1 am, with the greateft refpetft, 

f< My Lord and Gentlemen, 


IK 


Moetejil, the 3 ift Oc* 
tober 1765.” 


** Your mod obedient, humble fee van t, 

(Signed) «. FRANCIS SYKES/’ 


II 


th rough e \vhicK : they r pafl‘ed 1 ^ rf * w ^ en employed by the Krhgj weJe Arp ported by the countries 
t A garden of the Nabob’s, near the city of Murlhedabad. 
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Copy of a Letter from pranch Sykes, Efquire, Refident at the Durbar , 
to the SeleSi Committee at Calcutta. Dated the 17th Nov. 1765. 

« To the Right Honourable Lord Clive, PreGdent.and Governor, 
** and the Gentlemen of the Seleff Committee. 

** My Lord and Gentlemen, 

« Your Lordihip’s, &c. favours of the 5th and 7th inftant I have- 
received. 

«« Inclofed I fend you an account of the revenues, as concluded 
** on with the Fowzdars, Zemindars, &c. for the prefent year 1765, 
** amounting to 16,029,016—10--2 rupees, charges included j with an 
(( account of what has been already collected, how it has been dif- 
buffed to the laft of Rubby al sany, or the 16th Offober, in order that 
** you may have a true and exadt Rate of affairs of this province to that 
time: and (hall from henceforward fend you a monthly treasury ac~ 
** count, that you may be acquainted regularly with the ftate of the 
~**- c treafury here. 

“ On my arrival here, I found that the revenues ariling from the 
* different provinces and purgunnahs which compofe Bengal had beerr 
“ ratedy- though not finally concluded with the different officers of the 
* £ government. In examining into this bufinefs, and by comparing 
the value of the different diftriffs of the country with what they were 
w rated at in Allaverdy Khawffs time, Serajah al Dowlah’s-, Meet 
«< [affier's, &.c. I found many fell greatly fhort of what they had pro- 
« duced, taking the medium of feveral years. I therefore defired tnat 
* f this important matter might be reconfidered; and after a few days at- 
*< tention to this particular, I have the fatisfaffion to inclofe you^a ftate- 
<< ment, which, I make no doubt, will meet with your approbation. In 
«< this agreement I have aimed at a certain equitable and juft valuation 
“ between the proprietor and the tenant, without fubjeffing ourfelves 
“ to any juft imputation of feverity: and though I do not find that 
« Bengal alone ever produced to the Nabob the amount as appears by 
the neat balance, except in the time of Coffim Ally Khawn, yet I am 
■** confident, with good management, we may reafonably expeff an 
**increafe, without the leaft oppreffion to the farmers or tenants- Some 
r-> »degree 
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n degree of rigour may be neireflary this year, to roufe the Zemindars 
and collectors from that lethargy which they have been in, and con¬ 
i' vince them we are determined to put a flop to tlie fcandalous prac- 
“ tices fo frequently committed all over India, and that the welfare of 
the Nabob and our employers is our objedl, by receiving the juft revenues 
“ due to the government. 

*« I (hall exert myfelf to the utmoil of my power, to have the full 
“ amount of ficca rupees 15,004,887—2—5 regularly and properly col- 
<< lected. Fifty lacks of which I flatter myfelf 1 Avail have in the trea- 
“ fury by the 11th of February, which includes the December pay- 
“ meats; as, by an eftabliAied cuftom, a month’s credit is always 
<< given. Should it fo happen that I am difappointed in my expeCta- 
tions, I requeft your Lordfbip, dec. will not impute it to any neg- 
“ left, or fault on my part, but to the confequence of a number of 
*■' dreumftances entirely independent of me, which a bufmefs of this 
t( nature is ever liable to. I moA heartily with fome method could be 
“ taken to prevent the gentlemen, civil as well as military, from fend- 
<( ing for the different officers * of the government on every frivolous 
* f pretence, by which the collections are greatly impeded: and owing 
“ to the diflance fuch dreumftances happen from me, I find it a moft 
“ difficult matter to be a proper judge, whether they are aCting in 
« virtue of their ftation, or in open violence to your orders. 

“ The expences of mohurrees, pikes, fervants, burkandazes, roads,' 
“ charity, with other contingent articles attending the collections, 
“ amounting to rupees 1,024,129—7—7, are large and enormous, not- 
*■* withftanding I have retrenched them above one half. Yet I cannot 
“ with any propriety attempt to reduce them lower this year, parti- 
1£ cularly as the minifters declare they are not only reafonable, but in- 
difpenfably neceflary. However, as I get a greater in fight into the 
£ ' nature of thefe charges, and the collections in general, I (hall be 
te better a ole to judge what are fuperfluous, and what not fo : and 
“ every regulation and plan of oeconomy, in order to reduce this ar- 
“ tide. Avail always eagerly be embraced and forwarded to your Lord- 
“ fhip, 6tc, as expedkioufly as poffible. 

J Tlfis alludes to a prn&tce very common, of EngliQi gentlemen, when travelling- up the country, 
Ending to the Zemindars for provisoes and Bearers for their pakuiqueens, the amount "of 
which the Zemindar irifertcd among the charges of the collection, or elfe levied it uprn the ryots* 
or farmers. In ancient times the Emperorh officers were always fo complimented wUt n travelling, 
t v the Zemindars, on the road. Since the bnglilh Company became the Sovereigns, their feivat ls f 
ciyM and military, have been looked on in the fame light, and bdng very numerous, t ie frequency 
of inch appHcatiims was become troublefome and opprejlive. 
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" Your Lord Ih ip, &c. will obferve in the account oT reveuues, a 
“ number of purgunnahs which have no charges annexed to them. This 
is owing to the Zemindar letting them on a leafe for three or four 
u years; and the expences which are allowed under the head of Nan- 
u car, &c. by agreement, is given up to the Zemindar, and the tenant 
is to have, for his profits, whatever he can collect above the fum fH- 
te pulated to be paid to government. By this means it will always be 
** difficult to obtain the true value of th§ lands, and it is an evil which 
i* muft be rectified. 

“ I have fupplied the factories of Coffimbazar and Dacca with cafli 
“ for the ufe of their inveftments, agreeable to your Lordlhip’s, &c. or- 
ders ; the former with three lacks of ficca rupees, and the latter with 
* ( one of arcots; and to-morrow morning lh*ll fend you down, under 
* ( the care of a party of feapoys, fix lacks. 

“ I have had much difficulty in procuring an account of the receipts 
and difburfements made this year, and delayed fending you the 
** account of the revenues, in expectation of forwarding you this at 
<l the fame time; but though I have now drawn it out, 1 find fo many 
<c articles neceffary to be explained, and fo many inaccuracies appear- 
** ing, that I am ftill obliged to poftpone forwarding it, till it can be 
tf thrown into a form which will meet with your approbation. 

<c Furrock-Baug, one of the Nabob’s garden-houfes, being greatly 
“ out of repair, and one of the rooms already fallen in, the minijlers 
“ would be glad of your permiffion to lay out a fmall fum of money on that 
“ building, to prevent its becoming an entire ruin. 

* e , I am, 

“ with the greateil relpeCt, 

My Lord and Gentlemen, 

Your moll humble fervant* 


** Mootejil, the 17th 
Nov. 1765.” 


(Signed) 


« F. SYKES/' 
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Copy of a Letter from the Right Honourable Robert Lord Clive to 
the Directors of the Eajl India Company . Dated, Berkeley-fquare,. 
the 27th April 1764. 

' . ' . T 4 ' i , ■ ' • * , . f , t , ’ ■ T , | f V*V 

To the Honourable the Court of Directors for affairs of the LTnited j 
Company of Merchants of England, trading to the Eaft Indies. 

<c Gentlemen, 

<( In obedience_to your commands, I' now tranfmit the purport of 
“ what I had the honour to reprefent to you by word of mouth at the 
** lad Court of Directors, with fome other particulars which flipped. 
“ my memory at that time. 

“ Having taken into consideration your letter lent me by the fecre* 
** tary, as alfo the requeff of the General Court, of Proprietors, I think. 
** myfelf bound in honour to accept of the charge of your affairs in. 
“ Bengal, provided you will co-operate with and affift' me in fuch man- 
“ ner, that I may be able to anfvver the expectations and intentions of 
“the General Court., 

“ As an individual,, I can have no temptation to undertake this ar- 
duous talk; and' nothing but the deffre I have to be ufeful to my, 
tc country,, and to manifeff' my gratitude to this Company, could make 
" me embark in this fervice, attended as it is with fo many inconve— 
“ niencies to myfelf and to my family. I cannot avoid acknowledg¬ 
ing, that I quit my native country with fome degree of regret and 
<( diffidence, on leaving behind me (as I certainly do) a very divided. 
“ and diflraCted direction, at a time when unanimity is more than ever 
“ requifite for the carrying into execution fuch plans as are abfolutely 
“ neceffary to the well-being of the Company. 

“ I fhall now enter into a ffiorf difcuffion of your political, com- 
Ct mercial and military affairs in Bengal, without fearching into the 
“ catifes of the unhappy revolution in favour of Coffim Ally Khawn,. 
“ I fhal! only remark, that if the fame plan of polities had been pur- 
fued after he was placed 011 the throne, as that which I had obferved 
towards his predeceffor, he might with great eafe have remained, 
there to this day, without having it in his power to injure either him-- 
LB or th.e Company in the manner he has lately done. 

“ Indeed- 
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11 Indeed Mr. Vanfittart’s ideas in politics have differed To widely 
< r from mine, that either the one or the other muff have been totally in 
the wrong. Soon after Coffim Ally Kb awn was raffed to his new 
“ dignity, he was fuffered to retire to a very great dffhnce from his 
<c capital, that our influence might be felt and dreaded as little as pof- 
u fible by him. He was fuffered to dffmffs all thofe old officers who 
“ had any connexion with, or dependence upon us; and what was 
** the word: of all, our faithful friend and ally, Ramnarain, the Nabob 
“ of Patna, was given up : the dodlrine of the Subah’s independency 
“ was adopted, and every method was put in practice to confirm him 
t( in it. We need not feek for other caufes of the war, for it is now 
“ fome time that things have been carried to fuch lengths abroad, that 
“ either the princes of the country muff in a great meafure be dependent 
on us, or we totally fo on them. 

That the public and continued difapprobation of Coffim Ally’s ad- 
vancement to the government, expreffed by the gentlemen of Cal- 
“ cutta, increafed the Nabob’s jealoufies, is moft true; and that it was 
“ the duty of every one, after the revolution was once effected, to 
“ concur heartily in every meafure to fupport it, cannot be denied. 
** It is likewife true , that the encroachments made upon the Nabob's 
*' prefcriptive rights by the Governor and Council, and the rejl of the 
** fervants trading in the articles of fait , beetle and tobacco, together 
“ with the power given by Mr. Vanfittartto fubjedt our gomaftahs, or 
“ agents, to the jurifdidtion and infpedtion of the country government, 
** all concurred to haflen a?id bring on the late troubles', but fill the 
,c ground-work of the whole was the Nabob’s independency. It is im- 
ic poflible to rely upon the moderation and juftice of muffulmen. Stridt 
and impartial juftice fhould ever be obferved, but let that juftice 
come from ourfelves. The trading therefore in fait , beetle and to- 
€< baccOy having been one caufe of the prefent deputes, I hope thefe articles 
ft will be rejlored to the Nabob, and your fervants abfolutely forbid to trade 
ts in them. This will be jlriking at the root of the evil. 

“ The prohibition of duftucks to your junior fervants will, I hope, 
* c tend to reftore that oeconomy which is fo neceffary in your fervice; 
te indeed if fome method be not thought of, and your Council do not 
“ heartily co-operate with your Governor to prevent the fudden acqui- 
“ fition of fortunes, which have taken place of late, the Company’s af- 
“ fairs muff greatly fuffer. What power it may be proper to inveft me 
t( with, to remedy thofe great and growing evils, will merit your ferions 
“ con fide rat ion. As a means to alleviate, in fome meafure, the dif- 
“ fatisfadlion that fuch reftridtions upon the commercial advantages of 

T 2 “ your 


« your fervants may occafion in them, it is my full intention not to en- 
w gage in any kind of trade myfelf \ fo that they will divide amongft them 
«« what ufed to be the governor’s port ion of commercial advantages, 
*« which was always very confiderablc. 

(< As my experience in military matters hath arifen from many years 
y* practice, I hope what I have to lay before you on this fubjetd, will have 
'<* that attention paid to it which I ardently with it may, for the good of the 
" Company. I would propofe that you ffiould always have in Bengal, 
** four, or at lead three thoufand Europeans, to confift of three bat- 
* € tali on s of feven hundred each j four companies of artillery, of one 
'« hundred each, and five hundred light-horfe. Your forces have done 
“ great things, and gained great honour, but much is ftill wanting to 
“ bring them to that due obedience and fubordination which is con- 
« fiftent with the true intereft of the fervice. Whilft fo many of his 
** Majefly’s forces were abroad, and fo few of your own, two or three 
■«* field officers in your fervice might anfwer the purpofe. But now 
« that his Majedy’s troops are recalled, you mould immediately endea- 
u vour to fuppty the deficiency. I would therefore recommend the 
“ appointing three field officers to every battalion, a Colonel, Lieu- 
tenant-colonel and Major $ and the officers I would chufe to com— 
“ mand the battalions, fliould be Major Carnac, Captain Richard Smith, 
M and Major Prefton. You have already done juftice to Major Carnac’s 
“ character, by reindating him in the command of your forces in Ben- 
“ gal, and by acknowledging his Cervices in the mod public manner.. 
(< This gentleman will, I flatter myfelf t dand as high in your edeem as 
“ Brigadier General Callaud, and will, I hope, have the fame rank 
*■* and appointments. The military merits of the other two gentlemen 
ft you are likewife well acquainted with, having both received from 
“ the Court marks of approbation for their didinguiflied fervices. To 
€t command your artillery, I 'would recommend Sir Robert Barker i 
u whofe abilities in that department have been exceeded by no officer 
“ that ever was in your fervice,. Your feapoys are already commanded 
tc by Major Knox, whofe merits I could widi to have rewarded with a 
if Lieutenant-colonel’s commiffion. Your horfe,. when raifed, fhould 
be commanded by a Lieutenant-colonel, or Major. I have very ftrong 
** reafons to wifh this idea of regimenting your troops may take place j 
** for without fuch a fubordination I fhall not be able to enforce yoitr 
w orders for the reduction of your military expences ; which have been. 
“ a condant, dead weight, and have fwallowed up your revenues. 

tc I could, wilh, that whatever emoluments are unavoidable may fall 
£* t0 thofe few, who by having been long, are high in your fervice, 

~ «whether 
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* f whether civil or military. Thus will the expence be fcarce felt by 
« the Company, in comparifon to what it is at prefent, when tor want 
** of due fubordination every one thinks himfelf entitled to every advan- 
t( tage : and the juniors in your fervice will be excited to exert them- 
« felves, from a certain knowledge that application and abilities only 
“ can reftore them to their native country, with fortunes honourably 
** acquired. 

“ Before I leave the fubjedt of military affairs, I fhall take the liberty 
xt to recommend to your confederation my ideas concerning the pre- 
<( fent method of levying your troops in England. It is certain, at 
“ prefent, this branch is very irregularly conducted, little regard is had 
<[ to the choice of the men; they arrive in India undifeiplined, and in 
« cafe of fudden emergencies, which may require a number to be im- 
“ mediately difpatched to India, there are none ready to fend; for al- 
“ though this has fortunately not been the cafe fince the concluflon of 
(f the peace, the facility of getting men has atifen from the numbers 
“ lately difmiffed from his Majefty’s fervice, but the fame difficulties as 
« ( ever will very fhortly commence again, as foon as thefe difbanded 
“ troops have betaken themfelves to other employments. I would 
** therefore fuggeft, that the Company fhould apply to his Majefly for 
c( permiflion to maintain two battalions of 500 men each in England : 
«. of which the whole, or any part, with the proper officers, may be 
« ready to be fhipped at a moment’s warning. Juffice to the charabler 

of two officers who have rendered the Company mofl important fer- 
“ vices, alone induces me to recommend that you fhould pay the com- 
“ pliment of the command of the battalions to Colonel Coote and Co- 
*« lonel Ford. Although there may appear at firft fight fome difficulties 

in the executive plan; yet, as 1 do not doubt of the concurrence of 
“ the adminiftration to any propofals effentially neceffary to the Com- 
« pany’s interefl, I imagine they will give their affiftance to fo falutary 
if ^ meafure* 

**■ The heart-burnings and difputes which feem to have fpread and. 
* c over-run your fettle men t of Calcutta, aroie, I much fear, originally 
tc from your appointment of Mr. Vefinttart to the government of Bengal 
*< from another fettlement, although his promotion was the effect of my 
« recommendation. The appointment therefore of Mr. Spencer ft" 01 * 1 
“ Bombay can only tend to inflame thefe dijfenflons , and to deftroy all thole 
** advantages which the Company can only expeft to reap from har- 
“ many and unanimity amongft their fervants abroad.. The refignations 
* of MefT. Verelft, Cartier, and many others of the fenior fervants, 

« which 
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« which muff be £he confequence of Mr. Spencer's appointment, will 
4t deprive me of thofe very gentlemen on whofe affiffance I depend for 
“ re-effabliffung your affairs in Bengal. Air. Sumner has already come 
“ under your con fide ration, as a fit perfon to fucceed Mr. Vanlittart: 
tf and on my being propofed to take upon me the government, has de- 
“ fired to accompany me as fecond in council. Injuffice to Mr. Sum- 
ner’s merit, I muff lay, that I think him a very capable fervant of the 
•“ Company's, and one who I am perfuaded will co-operate with me, 
“ to the utmoff of his abilities, for the good of the fervice. Nor would 
tf 1 with him to go abroad with me, were 1 not convinced I fhould be 
able to place him in that degree of confidence and good-will with 
“ Jaffa er Ally Khawn as will certainly be neceffary in a perfon deffined 
to be my fucceffor. 

“ I hope, before I conclude, you will be perfuaded that I can have 
“ no interejhd views in going abroad, I do not mean to refledt on thofe 
** who thought proper to reward and diffinguifh Mr. Vanfittart fo re- 
£t markably, by adding to the ufual allowances of the Governor two 
“ and an half per cent, upon the Company's territorial poffefiions, which 
* c made the whole of his appointments more than 20,000 1. a year. I 
lb all only fay, 1 think fetch appointments too great a burthen on the 
<( Company's ejiate ; and leave it to you, gentlemen, to make me what- 
“ ever allowance you may think confiftent with my ftation. 

“ I need not repeat the nature of my pretenfions to thejagueer: the 
tl late revolutions in favour of Meer Jaffier, and the infer uBions I have 
** Jent to my attormes> in confequence of your flopping it, will, I make 
t( not the leaft doubt, be the means of having it confirmed to me in the 
“ ffrongeft manner that the cuftoms of India will admit, and the laws 
** of England require. But as there would be a very great impropriety 
tf in my going abroad in the Company’s fervice, with a law-fuit of this 
ft confequence depending between us, allow me to fuggeft to you the 
“ expediency of referring the matter to a General Court of Proprietors, 
* c with the propofal 1 now make. 

C( That I fhall enjoy my juagueer for ten years, provided the Com- 
*' pany {hall remain fo long in poffeffion of thofe lands of which the 
“ jagueer is the quit-rent: and, provided I fhould live fo long, at the 
** end of ten years, or at my death, if that fhould happen firff, my 
“ right and title to the jagueer fhall ceafe; and, on my arrival in India, 
I fhall ufe my utmoff endeavours with the Nabob to fecure the 
“ reverfion of it to the Company, fhould my death happen early in 
tf this fervice. I fubmit to the confideration of the Directors and Pro- 

“ prietors 
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** prietors (but do not infill upon it) whether it cannot be continued 
•* to my heirs for five years. 

** I have the honour to be,. 

** Gentlemen, 

« Your moil obedient, humble fervant, 

“ Berkeley-Spare* (Signed) « CLIVE." 

** 27th April 1764..” V ® 


No. XLII. 

Copy of the Contract entered into by Harry Verelft , Efquire, Super-- 
viforof Burdwan , and the Junior Servants of that Factory, with' 
the Committee of Trade at Calcutta ; whereby they engage to deliver 
to the Committee all. the fait produced in that province.- 

This Indenture, made the day of _ in the 

fifth year of the reign of, &c. and in the year of our Lord one thonfand 
feven hundred and fixty-five, between William Brightwell Sumner , Harry^ 
Fereljl , Ralph Leycefier, and George Gray of Calcutta in the kingdom of 
Bengal, in the Eaft Indies, Efquires, being a Committee duly autho¬ 
rized, con diluted, and appointed by the Proprietors intitled to the 
exclufive joint trade of fait in the faid kingdom of Bengal, lor the ma¬ 
naging and carrying on the faid exclufive joint trade, of' the one part ; 
and the faid Harry Vereljl and James Lawrell , Henry Goodwin and James 
AJhburner of Calcutta aforefaid, gentlemen, on the other part. Whereas 
in and by a certain deed, or inftrument in writing, bearing date the 
18th Day of September 1765, and made, or mentioned to be made, 
between the faid proprietors to the faid exclufive trade on the one 
part, and the faid William Brightwell Sumner, Harry Verelft, Ralph; 
Leycefier, and George Gray on the other part, they, the faid proprie¬ 
tors, did'give and-grant unto them tile Arid'Willi am Brightwell Sumner,. 
Harry Verelft, Ralph Leycefier, and George Gray, and their ibccefibrs, 
full power and lawful authority to bind themfelves jointly with tL^ro, 
the faid proprietors, and their lucceftors, their heirs, executors, and^ 
adminiftrators, for the doing, making, executing, and performing of 
any contract, or agreement in writing, refpefling the conducing and 
managing the faid exclufive joint-tradsand merchandize. And whereas 




they the faid Harry Verelft, James Lawrell, Henry Goodwin, and James 
Afhburner, upon their application and requeft, have obtained liberty 
and licence from the faid Committee to work the callaries (or falt-pans) 
in the province of Burdwan, in the Kingdom of Bengal aforefaid, and 
to make fait there for their own benefits and concerns, but fubjeft to 
fuch duties and taxes as the Prefident and Council of Fort-William, or 
the Committee of Lands by them appointed, fhall from time to time 
think fit to impofe. Now this Indenture Witnesseth, that for and 
in confederation of the covenants and agreements herein after referved 
and contained, and which by the faid Harry Verelft, James Lawrell, 
Henry Goodwin, and James Afhburner, their executors and admmiftra- 
tors, on their parts and behalves, are, or ought to be done, performed, 
fulfilled, and kept, they the faid William Brightwell Sumner, Harry 
Verelft, Ralph Leycefter, and George Gray, conftituting a committee 
as aforefaid, in virtue of all and every the powers and authorities to 
them delegated, and enabling them on that behalf, and divers other 
good caufes and valuable confederations thereunto moving, they the faid 
Harry Verelft, James Lawrell, Henry Goodwin, and James Afburner, 
do hereby, for themfelves, their heirs, executors, and adminiftrators, co¬ 
venant, promife, and agree to and with the faid Committee, that they 
the faid Harry Verelft, James Lawrell, Henry Goodwin, and James Afh¬ 
burner, lhall ufe their utmoft endeavours, care, diligence, and expe¬ 
dition in managing, conducting, and carrying on the faid trade, or 
bufinefs of making fait in the province aforefaid : and that they the faid 
Harry Verelft, James Lawrell, Henry Goodwin, and James Afhburner, 
their heirs, executors, and adminiftrators, fhall deliver, or caufe to be 
delivered, all the (alt by them the faid Harry Verelft, James Lawrell, 
Henry Goodwin, and James Afhburner, made, or that fhall hereafter, to 
the 31ft of Auguft 1766, be made in the province of Burdwan afore¬ 
faid, to be delivered into the golahs at SafTuttea and Sampore, villages 
in the purgunnah of Mundleghatt, to the faid Committee, and their 
fucceftors, or their agent or agents duly authorized and appointed by 
them to receive the fame, from time to time during the courfe of the 
feafon, whofe receipt fhall be a fufficient indemnification to the faid 
Harry Verelft, James Lawrell, Henry Goodwin, and James Afhburner, 
their executors and adminiftrators, for fo much fait as fhall be fo deli¬ 
vered as aforefaid , or if afterwards the faid committee fhall fo think 
proper, the fame fhall be by them the faid Harry Verelft, James Law- 
rell, Henry Goodwin, and James Afhburner, or their heirs, executors, 
or adminiftrators, tranfported to the markets of Omtah and Guttaul, 
there to be delivered to fuch perfon or perfons, as lhall be appointed to 

receive 
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received the fame; they, the faid Committee, allowing and paying un¬ 
to the faid Harry Vereld, James Lawrell, Henry Goodwin, and James 
Afliburner, and their executors or adminidrators, the reafonable charges 
which fhall attend the tranfporting the fame, according to a juft edi- 
mate to be made thereof, together with an equitable allowance for ride ; 
and that all the faid fait fhall be delivered into the faid golahs, at Saf- 
futtea and Sampore, or be tranfported to the faid markets of Omtah 
and Guttaul, as aforefaid, on or before the 31ft; day ofAugud 1766. 
And that they the faid Harry Vereld, James Lawrell, Henry Goodwin, 
and James Afhburner, their executors or adminidrators, fhall and will 
well and truly bear, pay, and fudain all and all manner of duties and 
taxes that have been and now are accudomed to be paid for or on ac¬ 
count of the United Ead India Company, and all charges, damages, 
expences, demands, and impofitions whatfoever that fhall hereafter 
happen, afife, or accrue for, or by means or reafon of the mak ng, 
delivering, and tranfporting the faid fait in manner and form afore¬ 
faid (fave and except fuch reafonable charges as fhall arife or accrue by 
reafon of tranfporting the faid fait to the markets aforefaid, which the 
faid Committee are to bear, pay, and fudain) or on them the faid Wil¬ 
liam Brightwell Sumner, Harry Vereld, Ralph Leyceder, and George 
Gray, or any other perfon or perfons in refpeft thereof ; and alfo fave 
and except fuch frelli taxes and duties which fhall hereafter be taxed, 
or laid upon the faid callaries, more than what are now accudomed to 
be paid to, for, or on account of the faid United Ead India Company 
aforefaid, which the faid Committee are from time to time to pay and 
difeharge unto them the faid Harry Vereld, James Lawrell, Henry 
Goodwin, and James Afhburner, their executors and adminidrators. 
And that they the faid Harry Vereld, James Lawrell, Henry Goodwin, 
and James Afhburner, their executors and adminidrators, fhall not nor 
will, at any time during the laid term, fell, fend, or difpofe of any 
quantity of fait whatfoever, to be made at the callaries. aforefaid, to any 
perfon or perfons whatfoever; but fhall and will deliver all fuch fait 
produced or to be produced from the callaries in the faid province of 
Burdwan, or tranfport the fame, if required as aforefaid, as clear, pure, 
and in as good order and condition as collected from the fait pans, at 
the eftablifhed weight, for the whole, or rate of eighty-two ficca weight per 
feer , and forty fuch feers per maund, with the cudomary and ufual al¬ 
lowances on weighing of fait at the faid callaries, to fuch perfon or per¬ 
fons, and at fuch places as are herein before-mentioned. And the faid 
William Brightwell Sumner, Harry Vereld, Ralph Leyceder, and George 
Gray, conftituting, &c, do hereby for themfelves, and for them the faid 
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proprietors in titled to the laid exclufive joint trade, and their fuc- 
ceiTors, jointly covenant, promife, and agree to and with the faid Harry 
Verelft, James Lawrell, Henry Goodwin, and James A fh burner, their 
heirs, executors, and adminiftrators, that they the faid William Bright- 
well Sumner, Harry Verelft, Ralph Leycefter, and George Gray, and 
the faid proprietors and their fuccefTors, fhall pay or caufe to be paid 
unto them the faid Harry Verelft, James Lawrell, Henry Goodwin, 
and James A fh burner, their heirs, executors, or adminiftrators, for 
every one hundred maunds of fait, fo to be delivered into the golahs 
at SafTuttea and Sampore, or to be tranfported in manner and form afore¬ 
faid, the fum of feventy-jive Jicca rupees, of good and lawful money, to 
be accounted and calculated at and after the rate of fixteen per cent, 
batta, in fuch manner and form, at fuch times, and in fuch propor¬ 
tions as herein after mentioned ; that is to fay, the fum of fix fixteenth 
parts of the money to be advanced unto them the faid Harry Verelft, 
James Lawrell, Henry Goodwin, and James Afhburner, for the quan¬ 
tity of fait to be delivered according to the true intent and meaning 
hereof, the fame to be payable and paid in and before the expiration 
of the month of September now next enfuing the date hereof: and the 
further fum of fix fixteenth parts thereof to be payable, and paid in and 
before the month of November following, and the remaining further 
fum of four fixteenth parts thereof, they the faid Harry Verelft, James 
Lawrell, Henry Goodwin, and James Afhburner, do hereby agree to 
take and accept of a bond from the faid Committee for the fame, bear¬ 
ing date the 31ft day of January 1766, and to be payable, and paid at 
the end or expiration of fix calendar months from the date thereof, 
with intereft at and after the rate of ten per cent, per annum ; Pro¬ 
vided neverthelefs, and it is hereby further agreed, by and between 
all the faid parties to thefe prefents, and the true intent and meaning 
of them and of thefe prefents are, that in cafe the faid Harry Verelft, 
James Lawrell, Henry Goodwin, and Janies Afhburner, their heirs, 
executors, or adminiftrators, fhould not deliver or caufe to be deli¬ 
vered into the faid golahs at SafTuttea and Sampore, or tranfport, or 
caufe to be tranfported to the faid markets of Omtah and Guttaul, in 
manner and form aforefaid, a quantity of fait equal in value to the fe- 
veral fums or ftated payments fo to be advanced them as aforefaid, that 
then and in that cafe, the faid Harry Verelft, James Lawrell, Henry 
Goodwin, and James Afhburner, do hereby for themfelves, their heirs, 
executors, and adminiftrators, covenant, promife, and agree to and 
with the faid Committee and their fuccefTors, that they the faid Harry 
Verelft, James Lawrell, Henry Goodwin, and James Afhburner, their 
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heirs, executors, and adminiftrators, fhall and will repay, or caufe to 
be repaid unto them the faid William E right well Sumner, Harry Verelfi, 
Ralph Leycefter, and George Gray, or their iucceffors, all fuch over¬ 
plus fum or fums of money as fhall appear to remain due upon balance 
of the faid advances, or ftated payments fo to be made as aforefaid, to¬ 
gether with intereft for the fame, at and after the rate of ten per cent, 
per annum, from the time the faid money fhall be fo advanced them as 
aforefaid. And that they the faid Committee and their fucceffors, and. 
the faid proprietors and their fucceffors, fhall and will, during the term' 
aforefaid, protedt them the faid Harry Verelfi, James Lawrell, Henry 
Goodwin, and James Afhburner, their heirs, executors, and admini¬ 
ftrators in the premifes, and properly and juftly procure fit redrefs for 
all fuch grievances and complaints by them or any of them to be made 
to the faid William Brightwell Sumner, Harry Verelfi, Ralph Leycefter, 
and George Gray, conftituting a committee as aforefaid, through the 
channel of their fecretary for the time being, as the nature of the cafe 
fhall or may require. And in cafe of any frefh duty or tax, to be by 
the authority of the Prefident and Council of Fort William aforefaid, 
taxed, charged, or impofed upon the faid herein before-mentioned cal¬ 
lages during the faid term, and which are not now charged upon the 
fame, they the faid William Brightwell Sumner, Harry Verelfi;, Ralph 
Leycefter, and George Gray, and the faid proprietors and their fue- 
ceflors, their executors and adminiftrators, fhall bear, pay, and fuftain 
fuch frefh duty and tax out of their own joint ftock; and the faid Harry 
Verelfi, fames Lawrell, Henry Goodwin, and'James Afhburner do here¬ 
by for themfelves, their heirs, executors, and adminiftrators, covenant, 
promife, and agree to and with the faid Committee and their fucceftbrs, 
that they the laid Harry Verelfi, James Lawrell, Hemy Goodwin, and 
James Afhburner, fhall and will keep, or caufe to be kept, true and 
faithful accounts of all debts and monies which fhall from time to time 
grow due, or become owing to them from the Molunguees employed in 
making of fait in the faid cal lanes ; and for the more full and clear evi¬ 
dencing and difcovering thereof, fhall and will deliver unto the faid 
Committee, at the end of the faid term of one year, true copies of all 
fuch accounts as aforefaid, and that in confideration of the money to 
be advanced by the faid Committee to the faid Harry Verelfi, Jaints 
Lawrell, Henry Goodwin, and James Afhburner, their executors or ad¬ 
miniftrators, they the faid Harry Verelfi, James Lawrell, Henry Good¬ 
win, and James Afhburner, fhall run the foie rifle of all Ioffes, bad 
debts, and balances that fhall become due, and owing unto them, on 
account thereof; and in order to preferve a proper authority to the faid 
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Committee over the Molunguees employed in making of fait in the pro¬ 
vince aforefaid, they the laid Harry Verelfl, James Lawrell, Henry 
Goodwin, and James Ada burner, mall and do hereby relinquifh and 
releaie all their claim, demands, right, title, interefl, and property to 
all fuch bad debts and balances as fhall become due to them from the 
faid Molunguees, at any time or times, from the day of the date hereof 
until the end or expiration of the faid term, which will be on the 3 ifl 
day of Auguft 1766.- And that in cafe any tax or duty fhall hereafter, 
by the Prefi dent and Council aforefaid, be taken, off, leffened, or abo- 
lifhed, pr other wife the faid callaries being exempted from the burthen 
thereof, that the faid Harry Verelfl, James Lawrell, Henry Goodwin, 
and James Afhburner, their executors and adminiftrators, fhall and will, 
from time to time, make fuch proportionable allowance, or credit the 
faid Committee and their fucceifors, in account, for fo much money as 
fhall be fo abated on account of any fuch taxes and duties as aforefaid. 
And that in cafe of any difpute, variance, flrife, doubt, or queftion 
arifing between them, the faid Harry Verelfl, James Lawrell, Henry 
Goodwin, and James Afhburner, their executors or adminiftrators, and 
any other perfon or perfons, relative to the conducting, or carrying on, 
or in any-wife concerning their faid bufinefs and concern, during the 
faid term, at or after the end or expiration thereof, or touching any 
covenant, grant, claufe, word, matter, or thing herein contained, or 
the intent and meaning thereof, they the faid Harry Verelfl, James 
Lawrell, Henry Goodwin, and James Afhburner, for themfelves, their 
executors, and adminiftrators, do covenant and agree to and with the 
faid Committee and their fucceffors for the time being, that they the 
faid Harry Verelfl, James Lawrell, Henry Goodwin, and James Afh¬ 
burner, their executors and adminiftrators, in fuch cafe fhall from time 
to time, during the faid term, apply themfelves to, and lodge fuch their 
complaint with the fecretary of the faid Committee for the time being, 
in order to lay the fame before the faid Committee, or before the col¬ 
lector of the revenues of the Honourable the United Eall India Company 
aforefaid, as the cafe fhall or may require, within one month next after 
any fuch doubt, queflion, or controverfy fhall arife; that the faid Com¬ 
mittee or fuch collector for the time being fhall procure the fame to be 
difeuffed and determined within one month from the day fuch com¬ 
plaint fhall be fo lodged as aforefaid^ and whatfoever end, order, or 
determination the faid Committee, or fuch collector as aforefaid, fhall 
within the time in that behalf aforefaid make, or procure to be made, 
between the faid Harry Verelft, James Lawrell, Henry Goodwin, and 
James Afhburner, their executors or adminiftrators, and fuch other 
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party of, for, and about the premifes, or any part thereof, they the 
laid Harry Verelft, James Lawrell, Henry Goodwin, and James Afh- 
burner, do hereby for themfelves, their executors and admin if: ra tors, 
covenant, promife, and agree to, and with the faid Committee and their 
fuccellors, and fuch other party, to fand to, abide by, perform, and 
keep the fame, without any further fuit or trouble whatfoeyer. And 
it is alfo hereby further covenanted and agreed by and between all the 
faid parties to thefe prefents, that in cafe any difpute, doubt, f rife, or 
variance Ihould hereafter happen or arife between them, the faid Harry 
Verelft, James Lawrell, Henry Goodwin, and James Alhburner, their 
executors and adminif rators, and the faid Committee or their fuccelfors, 
or the faid proprietors and their fuccelfors, or any of them, of, for, or 
concerning thefe prefents, or any covenant, grant, claufe, matter, or 
thing herein contained, or the execution thereof, or any otherwife con¬ 
cerning the faid trade or bufmefs of making fait as aforefaid, that then 
and in that cafe, the faid Committee and their fuccelfors, or the faid 
proprietors or their fuccelfors, and they the faid Harry Verelft, James 
Lawrell, Henry Goodwin, and James Alhburner, their executors or ad- 
miniftrators, mail, within two months after any fuch difpute, doubt, 
flrife, or controverfy lhall fo arife as aforefaid, appoint two indifferent 
perfons as kbit rators, who are to decide and adjuft the fame within 
the fpace of one month next after their appointment as aforefaid ; and 
in cafe the faid two arbitrators cannot fettle and determine fuch difpute, 
then they the faid arbitrators dr all appoint one other indifferent perfon 
as umpire, who lhall fettle, decide, determine, and adjult the fame 
within the fpace of one month from his faid appointment as aforefaid. 
And whatfoever order, fentence, or decree, the faid two arbitrators’, or 
tire faid umpire fo to be appointed as aforefaid, lhall within the limited 
time aforefaid make in or about the premifes, or any part thereof, all 
they the faid parties to thefe prefents do hereby, for themfelves and their 
fuccelfors, their heirs, executors, and adminiffrators, and each and 
every of them, covenant, promife, and agree to Hand to, abide by, 
perform, fulfill, and keep the fame accordingly, without any other or 
further fuit or trouble whatfoever. And, lastly, they the faid Harry 
Verelft, James Lawrell, Henry Goodwin, and James Alhburner, do 
hereby bind and oblige themfelves, their heirs, executors, and admi- 
niftrators, jointly to the faid Committee and their fuccelfors for the time 
being, in the penal fum of eighty thoufand rupees , for the true and faith¬ 
ful performing, fulfilling, observing, and keeping all and every the 
covenants, grants, articles, and agreements herein before contained, and 
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which by them are or ought to be performed, fulfilled, obferved, and 
kept as aforefaid." 

In Witnefs, Sec." 


N° XLIII. 

Copy of a Deed of Affignment, or Sale, whereby the Right Honour¬ 
able Robert Lord Clive fells to fundry Gentlemen of the Council at 
Calcutta, his Five Shares in the public Monopoly of Salt, Sec. and 
alfo his Share in a private Society, in Partnerlhip with William 
Bright-well Sumner, Harry Vereljl, and Francis Sykes , Efquires, for 
Thirty-two thoufand Pounds Sterling. 

“ Know all men by thefe prefents. That whereas I Robert 
Lord Clive, Baron Clive of Plaffey, in the kingdom of Ireland, Knight 
Companion of the Moft Honourable Order of the Bath, and Prefident and 
Governor of Fort-William in Bengal, in the Eaft Indies, am truly and 
juftly interefted in and entitled unto five fiiares, or proportions, in the 
joint ftock in the trade of fait, beetle-nut, and tobacco, produced or to be 
produced within the provinces of Bengal, Bahar, and Orifta, in the Eaft 
Indies aforefaid, and to all iiich profits, proceeds, and advantages as 
fhall arife or accrue from the fame ; and alfo juftly entitled to one 
quarter-part, or ihare, of an adventure of fait in company with William 
Brightwell Sumner, Harry Verelft, and Francis Sykes, of Calcutta 
aforefaid, Efquires, amounting, as per contrail purchafes, to 497,001 
maunds of Calcutta, little more or lefs, now under the management and 
direction of the faid Harry Verelft ; and likewife to one-third part, or 
Ihare, of an adventure of 40,000 maunds of fait, in company with Ge¬ 
neral John Carnac and the faid Harry Verelft, bought of Meftrs, James 
Afhburner and William Majendie, to be delivered at Now 

THESE presents witness, that I the &id Robert Lord Clive, for and 
in confide ration of the fum of thirty-two thoufand pounds of lawful money 
of Great Britain , to me in hand paid by the feveral perfons, and in the 
feveral fums, fiiares, or proportions hereafter mentioned, that is to fay, 
by the faid Harry Verelft, Francis Sykes, and Alexander Campbell, of 
Calcutta aforefaid, Efquires, the fum of 8000 1 . each, and by Claud 
Rufiel and Thomas Kelfall, of the fame place, Efquires, the fum of 
4000 1. each, the receipt of which faid feveral fums I do hereby ac¬ 
knowledge, 





APPENDIX. 


*59 

knowledge, have affigned, transferred, and made over, and by thefe 
prefents do affign, transfer, and make over unto the faid Harry Verelft, 
Francis Sykes, Alexander Campbell, Claud Ruflel, and Thomas Kel- 
fall, their executors, adminiftrators, and alligns, all and every the pro¬ 
fits, proceeds, or advantages arifing, or which fhall or may arife or 
accrue on my afore faid five fhares or parts of the faid joint ftock in 
trade of fait, beetle-nut and tobacco, produced or to be produced in 
the provinces aforefaid, for the term of two years, commencing from 
the day of laft paft. And alfo all the profits, proceeds, 

and advantages arifing, or which {hall or may arife or accrue on that 
faid one quarter-part or fhare in the faid adventure of 497,001 Calcutta 
maunds of fait, in company with the faid William Brightwell Sumner, 
Harry Verelft, and Francis Sykes j andlikewife all the profits, proceeds,, 
and advantages arifing, or to arife on my faid one-third-part or fhare in 
the faid adventure of 40,000 maunds of fait, in company with the faid 
John Carnac and Harry Verelft: as aforefaid, and all and every part 
thereof; and alfo all the benefits, proceeds, and advantages arifing 
therefrom, and which now are, or at any time or times hereafter fhall 
become due or payable for the fame, and all my eftate, right, title, 
in ter eft, claim, and demand whatfoever, of, in, or to the fame, or any 
part thereof, to have and to hold the faid profits, proceeds, and 
advantages arifing, or which fhall or may arife on my faid five {hares 
or proportions of the faid joint ftock in trade of fait, beetle-nut and 
tobacco, produced or to be produced in the faid provinces, during the 
term of two years as' aforefaid, unto the faid Harry Verelft, Francis 
Sykes, Alexander Campbell, Claud Ruftel, and Thomas Kelfall, their 
executors, adminiftrators, and affigns, to their own proper ufe and be¬ 
hoof for ever. And also to have and to hold all and every the profits, 
proceeds, or advantages arifing on my faid one quarter-part, or fhare, 
in the adventure of 497,001 maunds of fait, in company with William 
Brightwell Sumner, Harry Verelft, and Francis Sykes, as aforefaid ; 
and likewife all and every the profits, proceeds, and advantages arifing 
on my faid one-third part, or fhare, in an adventure of 40,000 maunds 
of fait, in company with the faid John Carnac and Harry Verelft, 
bought of James Afhburner and William Majendie, as. aforefaid ^ and 
all and every part and parcel thereof, unto the faid Flarry Verelft, 
Francis Sykes, Alexander Campbell, Claud Ruflell, and: Thomas Kel¬ 
fall, their executors, adminiftrators, and affigns, to their own proper 
ufe and behoof for ever. And I the faid Robert Lord Clive, for my 
executors and adminiftrators, .do hereby covenant, grant, and agree 
to and with the faid Harry Verelft, Francis Sykes,. Alexander Campbell, 

Claud: 
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Claud Rufiell, and Thomas Kelfall, their executors, adminiftrators, and 
affigns, that they the faid Harry Verelft, Francis Sykes, Alexander 
Campbell, Claud Ruflell, and Thomas Kelfall, their executors, admi- 
niftrators, and affigns, ffiall and may, from time to time, and at all 
times hereafter, lawfully, peaceably, and quietly have, hold, receive, 
take, and enjoy, to their own proper ufe and behoof, all the faid pro¬ 
fits, proceeds, and advantages arifing on my faid five fhares in the joint 
Rock in trade of fait, beetle-nut and tobacco, produced or to be pro¬ 
duced in the faid provinces of Bengal, Bahar, and Oriffa, for the term 
of two years as aforefaid. And alfo all the faid profits, proceeds, 
and advantages arifing on my faid one quarter-part, or fhare, in the 
faid adventure of 497,001 maunds of fait, in company with William 
Brightwell Sumner, Harry Verelft, and Francis Sykes, as aforefaid. 
And likewife the profits, proceeds, and advantages arifing on my faid 
one-third part, or fhare, in the laid adventure of 40,000 maunds of 
fait, in company with General John Carnac and Harry Verelfi, Efquires, 
as aforefaid, and of all and every part and parcel thereof without any 
lawful let, fuit, trouble, molefiation, or interruption of or by me the 
faid Robert Lord Clive, my executors, or adminiftrators, or any other 
perfon or perl'ons whatfoever, lawfully claiming or to claim, by, from, 
or under me, them, or any of them, or by any or either of our adts, 
means, or procurements. And the faid Robert Lord Clive doth 
hereby, for himielf, his executors and adminifirators, covenant, pro- 
mile, and agree to and with the laid Harry VerelR, &c. their execu¬ 
tors, adminiftrators, and affigns, that in cafe any order or direction 
fhould be blued by the Honourable Diredors of the Eaft India Com¬ 
pany in England, by which the faid joint trade of fait, beetle-nut and 
tobacco ffiall be flopped, or any hindrance or interruption made to the 
carrying on of the fame, then and in that cafe, the faid Robert Lord 
Clive is to allow and pay to the faid Harry Verelft, &c. their attornies, 
executors, adminiftrators, or affigns, fuch reafonable allowance or pro¬ 
fits on the above-affigned parts, fhares, and proportions, as ffiall be 
fettled by them the faid Robert Lord Clive and Harry Verelft, &c. or 
by arbitrators to be by them appointed for thatpurpofe. And the faid 
Harry Verelft, &c. for themfelves, their executors, adminiftrators, and 
affigns, do hereby covenant, promife, and agree to be anfwerable 
and accountable to the faid Robert Lord Clive, his executors cr 
adminiftrators, for all fuch advances, principal fum or fums of money, 
t lat he hath made, or fhall hereafter make, on account of his faid five 
fhares in- the faid joint flock in trade of fait, beetle-nut, and tobacco 
a ore ai , or of, for, or on account of his faid one quarter-part, or 

fhare. 
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ihare, in the faid adventure of 497>° 01 maunds of fait, in company 
with William Brightwell Sumner, Harry Verelft, and Francis Sykes, or 
on account of his one third-part, or fhare, in the adventure of 40,000 
maunds of fait, in company with General John Carnac and Harry Ve¬ 
relft, Efquire, as aforefaid, the profits of the faid feveral parts, or fhares, 
being only hereby intended to be aligned and made over.’* 

In witnefs. See. 


N" XLIV. 

Copy of an Indenture} or Deed of Indemnity', whereby the Right 
Honourable Robert Lord Clive and the Gentlemen of the Committees 
and Council at Calcutta, engage not to obey the orders of the Court 
of Eajl India Directors, refpefting the Salt Monopoly 1 and to 
Jland by, and indemnify each other for fuch Disobedience. 

** This Indenture, made the day of October, in the fifth 

year of the reign of. See, and in the year of our Lord 1765, between 
the Right Honourable Robert Lord Clive, Baron of PI alley in the king¬ 
dom of Ireland, Knight Companion of the Moft Honourable Order of 
the Bath, and President and Governor of Fort William at Bengal, in the 
Eaft Indies, William Bright well Sumner, Brigadier General John Carnac, 
Charles Stafford Playdell, Harry Vereljl , Francis Sykes, John Cartier, 
Randolph Marriott, Hugh Watts, Ajcanius William Senior , Samuel Mid¬ 
dleton, Ralph Leycepr, and George Gray, being the Council of Fort 
William aforefaid, Efquires, for and on behalf of the Court of Directors 
of the Honourable the United Eaft India Company of Merchants of 
England trading to the Eaft Indies, on the one part, and the faid 
William Brightwell Sumner, Harry Vereljl, Ralph Leycepr , and George 
Gray, being a committee nominated, conftituted, and appointed by 
the proprietors entitled to the exclufive joint trade of fait, beetle-nut 
and tobacco, produced and to be produced in the provinces of Bengal, 
Bahar and Orifia, for the better conducing, managing, and carrying 
on the faid trade, on the other part . W hereas in and by a ceitain deed 
or inftrument in writing, bearing date the 18M day of September lyhj, 
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and made or mentioned to be made betwei'n the faid proprietors to 
the laid joint trade on the one part, and the above-named William 
Brightwell Sumner, Harry Verelfl, Ralph Leycefler, and George Gray an 
the other parti it is witnessed, amongff other things, that in order 
for the better carrying on and managing the /aid joint trade in a bene¬ 
ficial manner, and mofl for the benefit and advantage of the faid proprie¬ 
tors, it was and is agreed by and between the parties in the laid deed 
mentioned, that the faid exclufive ioint trade and merchandize thou Id, 
from and after the 1 %th day of September 1765, be conducted, managed, 
tranfaded, and carried on, by'them the laid William Brightwell Sumner, 
Harry Verelft, Ralph Leycefler and George Gray, conifituting a com¬ 
mittee for the management thereof, but with the proper monies, and 
at the joint ride and hazard, and for the joint account, ufe and 
benefit of all the faid proprietors, their feveral and refpedtive executors 
arid adminifirators, in. the feveral proportions therein let forth. And 
it was and is alfo further agreed, by and between the faid parties, that 
the form and fignature under which the faid exclufive joint trade and 
merchandize fhould be conducted and carried on, fhould be the figrt 
manual of them the faid William. Brightwell Sumner, Harry Verelft, 
Ralph Leycefler and George Gray, and their fucceffors for the time 
being, conflituting a committee as aforefaid, together with the feal of 
the fociety of trade, with full power and authority to the faid W illiam 
Brightwell Sumner, Harry Verelfl, Ralph Leycefler and George Gray', 
and their fiic'cefibrs, to life the fame, from the faid xSth day of Septem¬ 
ber 1765, until the faid exclufive joint trade and merchandize Should 
ceafe and be no longer carried on for the ufe of the laid proprietors, as 
in and by the faid deed, reference being thereunto had, will more fully 
and at large appear. Now this indenture witnesseth. That 
in confideration of the faid William Brightwell Sumner, Harry "Verelil, 
Ralph Leycefter, and George Gray, taking upon themfelves the foie ma¬ 
nagement and conduction of the laid joint trade, on behalf of the faid 
proprietors, and having laid out and expended large fums of money to 
carry on the fame, and in order to enforce the execution of all and every 
the covenants, claufes, grants, articles and agreements in the before recited 
deed mentioned and contained, as the fame are therein refpe&ively ex- 
prefled; and alfo, in confideration of the duties or cufloms that fhall 
or may a rife or accrue by reafcn of the carrying on the faid exclufive 
joint trade of fait, beetle-nut and tobacco, according to the true intent 
and meaning of the faid herein before recited deed, to be paid to them 
the faid Robert Lord Clive, William Brightwell Sumner, John Carnac,. 

Charles 
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Charles Stafford PlaydeU, Harry Verelft, Francis Sykes, John Cartier, 
Randolph Marriott, Hugh Watts, Afcanius William Senior, Samuel 
Middleton, Ralph Leycefter, and George Gray, as P red dent and Coun¬ 
cil of Fort William aforefaid, for and on account of the faid Honourable 
the United Bail India Company, by them the faid William Brightwell 
Sumner, Harry Verelft, Ralph Leycefter, and George Gray, and their 
fucceifors, con/Htuting a committee as aforefaid, for and on account 
of the proprietors entitled to the faid excluiive joint trade and mer¬ 
chandize in the proportions heye-after mentioned; that is to lay, 35 per 
cent, on fait, each 100 maunds to be valued and reckoned at 90 ru¬ 
pees ; the fum of 10 per cent, upon beetle-nut, to be valued and rec¬ 
koned at prime coft; and the ium of 25 per cent, on tobacco, to be 
valued and reckoned at the prime cort ; and alfo, that the [aid joint 
trade and merchandize may not ceaj'e or be diffolved bej'ore the expiration oj 
the term in the faid recited deed mentioned, or any hindrance or jloppagc be 
put to the fame, the faid Robert Lord Clive, as Prefident, and the faid 
William Brightwell Sumner, John Carnac, Charles Stafford PlaydeU, 
Harry Verelft, Francis Sykes, John Cartier, Randolph Marriott, Hugh 
Watts, Afcanius William Senior, Samuel Middleton, Ralph Leycefter, 
and George Gray, as Council of Fort William aforelaid, for or on be¬ 
half of the faid'Court of Directors of the Honourable the United Eait 
India Company aforefaid, do hereby, for themfeIves and their luccef- 
fors, their executors and administrators, covenant, promife, and agree, 
to and with the faid William Erightwell Sumner, Harry "Verelft, Ralph 
Leycefter, and George Gray, and their lucceflbrs, tneir heirs, executors, 
and adminiftrators, that provided any order or direShon Jhould \{ju? or be 
made by the faid Court of Directors in England, thereby ordering and dt~ 
reeling the faid exchtfive joint trade and merchandize to be dijjohed or put 
to an end, or that may binder and flop the carrying on the fame or any part 
thereof, or contain any thing contrary to the covenants , claufes , grants , ar¬ 
ticles , or agreements tn the faid before-recited deed mentioned and contained, 
or any of them ; fo that the fame may thereby become void and of none 
efFedt, then, and in that cafe , they the faid Robert Lord Clive, as Prefi¬ 
dent, William Brightwell Sumner, John Carnac, Charles Stafford Play- 
dell, Harry Verelft, Francis Sykes, John Cartier,. Randolph Marriott, 
Hugh Watts, Afcanius William Senior, Samuel Middleton,. Ralph Ley¬ 
celter, and George Gray, as Council of Fort William, aforefaid, fall and 
’will well and truely fii-ve harmlejs and keep indemnified them the faid W illiam 
Brightwell Sumner, Harry Verelft, Ralph Leycefter, and George Gray, 
and all the proprietors entitled or to be entitled to the faid joint trade, 
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and their fuccefTors, their executors and adminiflrators; and alfo fait 
and will (notwithftanding any order or direSHon to be iffued to the con¬ 
trary as aforefaid} keep up, continue and enforce, or caufe to be kept up, 
continued and enforced, the faid exchifive joint trade and merchandize, for 
the term of one year, to commence from the 18 th day of September 1765, 
and expire on the 18th day of September 1766, according to the true 
intent and meaning of the faid before-recited deed, and of all the 
parties thereto, as if the faid order and direction had never been made or 
iffued. And further, that the faid Robert Lord Clive, William Bright- 
well Sumner, John Carnac, Charles Stafford Playdell, Harry Verelft, 
Francis Sykes, John Cartier, Randolph Marriott, Hugh Watts, Afca- 
nius William Senior, Samuel Middleton, Ralph Leycefler, and George 
Gray, and their fuccefTors, as Prefident and Council aforefaid, fhall 
and will allow unto them the faid William Brightwell Sumner, Harry 
Verelft, Ralph Leycefler, and George Gray, and their fuccefTors, con- 
ftituting a Committee as aforefaid, full and fufficient time after the expira¬ 
tion of the faid term of one year as aforefaid, to fell, vend, and difpofe of 
all fuch goods and merchandize belonging to the faid joint trade and con¬ 
cern as fall at that time remain on their hands unfold and not difpofed of, 
and alfo to colled} and gather in all fuch fum or fums of money as fall be 
any ways due or owing unto them the faid William Brightwell Sumner, 
Harry Verelft, Ralph Leycefler and George Gray, or their fuccefTors, 
on account of the faid proprietors and joint trade aforefaid, and to 
fettle and adjuft all books and accounts belonging to and concerning 
the fame. And the faid William Brightwell Sumner, Harry Verelft, 
Ralph Leycefler and George Gray, do hereby, for themfelves and the 
reft of the proprietors entitled to the faid exclufwe joint trade and mer¬ 
chandize of fait, beetle-nut and tobacco, as aforefaid, and their fuccef- 
fors, covenant, promife,. and agree to and with the faid Robert Lord 
Clive, William Brightwell Sumner, John Carnac, Charles Stafford 
Playdell, Harry Verelft, Francis Sykes, John Cartier, Randolph Mar¬ 
riott, Hugh Watts, Afeanius William Senior, Samuel Middleton, Ralph 
Leycefler and George Gray, as Prefident and Council of Fort William 
aforefaid, and their fuccefTors for the time being, that they the faid 
William Brightwell Sumner, Harry Verelft, Ralph-Leycefler and George 
Gray, conftituting a committee as aforefaid, and their fu-cceffors from 
time to time, fhall and will well and truely pay and difcharge the duties 
and cuftoms of the faid articles of fait, beetle-nut and tobacco, at and 
after the rate herein before mentioned and expreffed of and concern¬ 
ing the fame, to the Right Honourable the Prefident and Council of 

Fort. 
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Fort William aforefaid, and their fucceffors, or to whom they fhall 
from time to time direct and appoint to receive the fame. And they the 
faid Robert Lord Clive, John Carnac,Charles Stafford Playdell, Francis 
Sykes, Randolph Marriott, Hugh Watts, Afeanius William Senior, 
Samuel Middleton, Ralph Leycefter, and George Gray, do hereby bind 
and oblige them Cel ves, and their fucceffors,their executors and adminiflra- 
tors, jointly unto them the faid William Brightwell Sumner, Harry Ve- 
relfl, Ralph Leycefter and George Gray, on behalf of themfelves and 
the faid proprietors, in die penal film of three hundred thoufand pounds 
Sterling, for the true and faithful oblerving, performing, fulfilling, and 
keeping all and every the covenants herein contained, and which on their 
parts and behalfs are or ought to be performed, oblerved, fulfilled, and 
kept as aforefaid.” 

In witnefs, &cc" 


N° XLV. 

Copy of the Proceedings of the Mayors Court of Calcutta on the 
' ifl of Oftober, 1766, upon an Indenture and Affidavit of the 
Right Honourable Robert Lord Clive, which were carried in 
folemn proceflion, by the Council and a numerous train of In¬ 
habitants to the faid Court, to be there executed, sworn 
to, and recorded. 

MAYOR’S COURT of Calcutta, at Fort William in 

BENGAL. 

At a Court held on Wednefday the firft day of October, in. the 
fixth year of the Reign of our Sovereign Lord George the Third, by 
the Grace of God, of Great Britain, France, and Ireland, King, De¬ 
fender of the Faith, &c. and in the year of Our Lord one thoufandfeven 
hundred and fxty-fix i 
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Prefen t, 

James Lifter, Efquire, Mayor, 


Meffieurs^ 


Robert Dobinfon, “) 
Thomas Woodward, 
Cornelius Goodwin, 
David Killican, 
Mathew Miller, 
Thomas French, 
George Lear and 
Jofeph Jekyll, 


■ Aldermen. 


This being the day appointedfor the Right Honourable Robert Lord 
Clive, who now is Governor or Prefident of Fort William in Bengal 
aforefaid, to take an Oath, or make an Affidavit in the faid Court, and exe¬ 
cute a Deed , or Covenant, in a large penalty, which are expected and 
intended to be taken or fworn to, and renewed or executed by all fu¬ 
ture Governors or Prefidents of Fort William in Bengal aforefaid. 

The faid Right Honourable Robert Lord Clive appeared in the 
faid Court, attended by General John Carnac, Harry Vcrelji, Hugh Watts, 
.Randolph Marriot, Claud Ruffell ., Thomas Rumbold , William Aide?fey, Thomas 
Kelfall, and Charles Ffoyer, Efquires, and other Covenanted Servants of 
the Honourable Company of Merchants of England trading tosthe Eaft 
Indies, and other principal * inhabitants of Calcutta aforefaid ; and then 
and there produced a certain Deed, or Writing, which is contained in 
the following words $ that is to fay, 


* The Proceffion, confifting of at leaft one hundred and fifty people? Including the Gentle¬ 
mens attendants which accompanied this Deed and Affidavit to the Mayor's Court* and 
the profeffiorvs of difintereftednefs which were on fc^many occafions made by the Governor 
and Secret Committee of Bengal* perhaps equal any thing that is to be found in the Church 
of Rome* and is fcarce exceeded by any act of Oliver Cromwell's Adminiftration, as record¬ 
ed by the elegant pen of David Hume , Efquire, in his Hillory of Great Britain, wherein 
many fir iking Inftances are to be found exa£tly parallel to feveral tranfaftiom of the Bengal 
Government during this period. 

The ufual proceedings of the fupreme Court of Juft ice were hereon put a flop to* and 
the regularity of its records infringed for the oftentatious reception of an Affidavit, and the 
execution of a Deed, which if really neceffary, might have been as effectually performed by 
an Attorney of the Court before one of the Judges, 


THIS 
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THIS INDENTURE, made the jfrft day of 0 Bober, in the fixth 
year of the reign of our Sovereign Lord George the Third, by the Grace 
of God, of Great Britain, France and Ireland, King, Defender of the 
Faith, Sec. and in the year of our Lord one thousand/even hundred andfixty- 
Jix , between the United Company of Merchants of England trading 
to the Eaffc Indies, on the one fart, and Robert Lord Clive, Baron Clive 
of Plafiey in the Kingdom of Ireland, Prefident and Governor of Fort 
William in the Kingdom of Bengal, on the other fart, witnesseth, 
That in confideration of the laid- Robert Lord Clive's being Prefident and 
Governor of Fort William, and in confideration of the feveral fum and 
films of money to be received by him the faid Robert Lord Clive, in 
manner following ; that is to fay, the fum of * one and one-eighth percent. 
upon the revenues of Bengal, Bahar, and Orissa, (lave and ex¬ 
cept the revenues of the lands of the faid United Company at Calcutta , 
Burdwan , Midnapore and Chittigong) to be paid unto him in monthly, 
quarterly, or yearly payments, during the time he lliall continue to be 
Prefident and Governor of Fort William aforefaid ; and alfo in modera¬ 
tion of his Salary , fated Allowances and Commifion upon the Mint , Coral, 
and upon Freight Goods ; the faid Robert Lord Clive doth hereby for 
himfelf, his heirs, executors and adminiilrators, covenant, promile and 
agree to and with the faid United Company, and their fuccefiors, that 
hex the faid Robert Lord Clive, during the time he jhall continue to be 
Prefident and Governor of Fort William aforefaid, Jhall not direBly mr 
indireBly, upon any Pretence or Pretext whatfoever, carry on, or ufe, or 
exerdfe any Trade or Commerce in the way of a Merchant, or otherwife 
traffic, adventure, or trade in any commodities whatfoever at, to, in, or 
from the Eaif Indies, China, Perfia, or Mocha, or in any part thereof or 
elfewhere between the Cape of Good Hope and the Streights of Magellan, 
either on his own account, or in company with or for, or on account of 
any other perfon or perfons in any article of Merchandize whatfoever, (lave 
and except for the benefit of the Englilh Ealf India Company, and except 
in fuch goods and merchandizes as Jhall be remaining on band and unfold at the 

* Without impcaching hisLordfiu'p's difintereftednefs on other occafions, we mull remark, 
that at this time his engaging not to trade in confideration of a com million of one and one eighth 
per cent, upon the Revenues, together with the other benefits he referved to himfelf, was no 
facrifice. His Lordllvp had determined to come home to Great Britain (bon after, and acfu-i 
ally left Bengal for that purpofe early in January 1767. And the annual Com million agreed 
for, of one mid one-tighth per cent upon Sicca Rupees 21,159,245 (the Revenues herein fpeci- 
fied. See Chap. 12th, page 153) amounts to no Ids a fum than near 30,000 pounds tfer- 
ling j the benefits of which his Lordfhip is find to have claimed, or received for leveral 
months after his refigning the Government^ by ft i pul at ion with his fucceffor. 
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time he the faid Robert Lord Clive commenced Prefulent and Governor of Fort 
William, and wherein he now hath any Jhare or intereft, which only he 
lhdll or may fell, or difpofe of, or give commifilons or directions for 
felling the fame, and further Jave and except •, audit is the true intent 
a-nd meaning hereof, that nothing herein contained fhall extend, or be 
con fir ued to extend to prevent, preclude, or hinder him, the faid Robert 
Lord Clive, from purchajing diamonds or other precious fanes , provided he 
does not difpofe of the fame by way of barter, or fale, here or in any 
other part of the Eaft Indies, or from fending or remitting his eflate and 
fortune to England by bills, or in any other Jhape whatfoever •, nor barter, 
fell, or exchange any kind of goods, wares, or merchandizes, nor ac¬ 
cept from, nor give to any perion or perfons commifiions for manag¬ 
ing or fcranfaCtiog bufmefs, or affairs of merchandize (except as before 
is excepted). And the laid Robert Lord Clive doth hereby further 
covenant, promife and agree to and with the faid United Company and 
their fucceifors, that the laid Robert Lord Clive fall not, nor will him- 
lelf, nor fliall wittingly or willingly permit or fulfer any other perfon 
or perfons in his name, or to his ufe, to advance, lend, or place out any 
jitm or fums of money at a greater rate, premium, or interejl than io per 
cent, per annum ■, fo that the lead intereft, fhare, portion, or dividend, 
or any other profit, advantage, or emolument whatfoever, (hall in re- 
fpeCt thereof exceeding the faid premium, or intereft of io per cent, per 
annum, as aforefaid, arife, or accrue unto him, the faid Robert Lord 
Clive, his heirs, executors, or adminiftrators; or unto any other perfons 
whatfoever, through friend fhip, favour, or influence exerted by him 
in their behalf, contrary to the true intent and fpirit of the oath here¬ 
unto annexed. And the faid Robert Lord Clive doth hereby further co¬ 
venant and agree, that he fhall not, nor will upon any account or pre¬ 
tence whatfoever, dir eld!y or indirddly accept, take, or receive, nor know¬ 
ingly, wittingly, or willingly fuffer or permit to be accepted, taken, or 
received, by any perion or perfons for his ufe or in truft for him, his 
heirs, executors, and adminiftrators ; or for any other perfon or perfons 
whatever, out of perfonal friendfhip to them, or regard to his own. 
intereft, direCtly or indirectly ; any jewels, effehls, fum, or fums of'money, 
whether by bonds, bills, notes, obligations, or otherwife, or accept of, retain, or 
keep any fee, gratuity, or reward in jewels, effebts, money, obligations, 
or promifes or afiurances of money in writing of any nature, or other 
thing whatfoever which has been heretofore depofited for fervices pro- 
mifed to be performed, or favours to be received, or which fhall here- 
aiter be depofited, lent, received, or paid into his hands or cuftody, or 


APPENDIX. 169 

into the hands of cuftody of any other perfon or perfons in trull; for 
him, nor knowingly permit or fufler any other perfon or perlbns to re¬ 
ceive, take, or accept of the fame or any part thereof by his authority 
cr influence from any King, Prince, Vizier, Munfubdar, Nabob, De- 
wan, Fowzdar, Zemindar, "or from any other perfon or perfons, natural- 
born fubjed-s of the Eaft Indies, China, Perfia, or Mocha, of what 
degree, nomination, or quality loever ; or from any fervant, agent,^01 
council of any King, Prince, Vizier, Munfubdar, Nabob, Dewan, 
Fouzdar, or Zemindar, exceeding the value or amount fpecified in the 
■covenants with the faid United Company. And the laid Robeit Lora 
CUve doth further covenant and agree, that no other emolument. or advan¬ 
tage whatfoever (excepting as herein excepted) fhall in any wife ho who¬ 
ever, diredly of indiredly, ariie or accrue to him, his heirs, executois, 
or adminiftrators, or to any other perfon whatfoever, through iavom 01 
friendfhip either from his office or for, or by reafon or means of the 
influence or authority he may have, as President and Governor ; not will 
he, the faid Robert Lord Clive, receive, or knowingly permit any other 
perfon to receive any fee, gratuity, or advantage from the difpofal of any 
place, employment, or office to any European or any other perfon 
whatever, in or out of the Company’s fervice. And in order to a dif- 
covery to, and fatisfadion for any adings or doings of the faid Robert 
Lord Clive, or breach of any covenant, claiife, article, or agreement 
herein contained, contraiy to the true intent and meaning hereof; It ts 
hereby agreed, that it jhall and may be lawful to and for the faid United 
Company , and their fuccef 'ors, to exhibit, or file any bill, or bills oj. com¬ 
plaint of difeovery in his Majeitys Court of Chancery, or Exchequer at 
Weftminfter, or by th ?~€6 or tuorc of the Council <l! tort Willicim for the 
time being, on behalf of the faid United Company, in the Honour able the 
Mayors Court for the town of Calcutta at Fort William aforelaid, or by 
any other perfon or perfons whatfoever, again!! him, the faid Robert 
Lord Clive, his executors and adminiflrators, whereunto the faid Robert 
Lord Clive doth hereby agree, that he will not demur, nor plead in bat 
of the difeovery, or relief fought by iuch bill or bills, that hereby he is, 
may or fhall become liable to any penalty or forfeiture, by force of any 
law or flatute, bond, covenant, agreement, or otherwife howfoever; but 
fhall make, and put in a full and perfed anfwer, or anfwers to all the 
parts thereof, and fhall not in fuch anfwer, or anfwers infill; upon any 
penalty, forfeiture, law or ftatute, bond, covenant or agreement, ot al- 
ledge any matter whatfoever whereby to prevent, bar, or preclude the 
faid Company, or any other perfon, or perfons from the difeovery or 
relief fought, or to be fought by fuch bill, or bills as aforelaid. And 
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for the true, full, and faithful performance of every article, claufe, 
promife, covenant and agreement herein contained, and the true intent 
and meaning thereof, on the part and behalf of the faid Robert Lord 
Clive, he the laid Robert Lord Clive doth hereby bind and oblige him- 
felf, his heirs, executors and adminilirators, unto the faid United Com¬ 
pany and their fucceflors, in the penal futti f ft 50,000 of lawful money 
of Great Britain, to be recovered in cafe the faid Robert Lord Clive 
fhall aft contrary to the true intent and meaning of thefe prefents; one 
third part of the faid fum of one hundred and fifty thoufend pounds 
ilerling to be paid and be payable unto fitch perfon or perfohs as JhallJui 
for the fame , after information and full proof fliall be made thereof in 
the Court of Chancery, Exchequer, or the Mayor’s Court at Calcutta, 

OR BEFORE THE COURT OF DIRECTORS OF THE SAID UNITE® 

Company and their successors, or before the Council at Fort 
William aforefaid; and the remaining two-thirds, part thereof fliall be 
paid to, and for the ufe of the faid United Company and their fucceflors. 
In witness whereof, the Prefldent and Council of Fort William, in 
behalf of the faid United Eaft India Company, have hereunto fet their 
hands, and the feal of the faid Company on the one part, and the faid 
Robert Lord Clive has fet his hand and feal on the other part, this frf 
day oj OBober, in the year of our Lord One thoufand feven hundred and 
fxty-fx. 


Signed 



Signed, fealed, and delivered, 
in Calcutta the day and year 
above-written, (where no 


ftampt paper is to be had) 




Alexander Campbell , 
Henry Strachey, 
William Wynne , 


Clive, 


John Carnac, Thomas Rumeold, 

Harry Verelst, William Aldeksey, 

Randolph Marriott, Thomas Kelsall, 


Hugh Watts, 
Claud Russell 


Charles Ff lover. 


And 
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And at the fame time he the faid Robert Lord Clive produced a certain 
Affidavit, or Oath in writing, annexed to the before-mentioned Deed 
or Writing, which is contained in the following words ; that is to 
fay. 

In the Honourable the Mayor’s Court for the Town of Cal¬ 
cutta in Bengal, 

I Robert Lord Clive, Prelident and Governor of Fort William 
in the Kingdom of Bengal, in the Eafl Indies, do voluntarily of my 
own free will and accord, mod folemnly and fincerely fwear, teftify and 
depofe, in the pretence of Almighty God, that I will not from this 
time forward, during my continuance as P ref dent, or Governor of 1 * ort 
William, riire&ly or indirectly carry on, nfe, or exeriije any Trade or 
Commerce in the way of a merchant, or otherwife traffic, adventure, 
or trade in any commodities whatfoever, at, to, in, or from the Eafl: 
Indies, China, Perfia, or Mocha, or in any part thereof, or elfewhere 
between the Cape of Good Hope and the Streights of Magellan; 
either on my own account, or in company with, or on account of any 
other perfon, or perfons, in any arrticle of Merchandize whatfoever, 
(fave and except for the benefit of the Englifh Eafl India Company, and 
except in fuch goods and merchandizes as jhall be remaining on hand, and 
unfold at the time I commenced Prcfident and Governor of Fort William, 
and wherein I now have any Jhate or interefl, which only I Ilia] I or may 
fell or difpofe of, or give comraiffions or directions for the felling the 
fame; and further, fave and except, and it is the true intent and mean¬ 
ing hereof, that nothing herein contained fall extend or be coif rued to 
extend, to prevent, preclude, or hinder me from purchafng diamonds, or 
other precious fones, provided I do not difpofe of the fame by way of 
barter or lale here, or in any other part of the Eafl Indies, or from fend 7 
jff.tr or remitting my efate and fortune to England by bills or in any other ffiape 
what fever ); and that I will not direCtly or indirectly from hencefor¬ 
ward during my continuance as Pref dent , or Governor of Foit William, 
advance , lend, or place out , nor Wittingly or willingly permit or fuffer 
any other perfon or perfons in my name, or to my ufe, to advance, lend, 
or place out any fum or funis of money at any rate, premium, 01 interefl, 
exceeding 10 per cent, per annum, fo that the leaft interefl, fliare, portion, 
dividend, or any otter profit, advantage, oc emolument whatfoever 
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{hall in refped thereof, exceed ing the premium or in ter eft of ten per 
cent, per annum* above-mentioned, arife or accrue unto me, my heirs, 
executors, or adminiftrators, or unto any other perfon or perfons what- 
foever, through friendfttip, favour, or influence exerted by me in their 
behalf, contrary to the true intent and fpirit of this oath. 

And I do moft folemnly fwear, that I will not upon any account or 
pretence whatever, diredly or indiredly, accept , take, or receive , nor 
knowingly, wittingly, or willingly fuffer or permit to be accepted, taken 
or received by any perfon or perfons in truft for me, my heirs, execu¬ 
tors or adminiftrators, or for any other perfon or perfons whatever out of 
pcrfonal friendfhip to them, or regard to my own intereft, diredly or 
indirectly, any jewels , effects, fum or films of money, whether by bonds , bills, 
notes , obligations , or other wife, or accept of, retain, or keep any fee, gra¬ 
tuity, or reward in jewels, effeds, money, or obligations, or promifes or 
a flu ranees of money in writing of any nature, or other thing what foever, 
which has been heretofore depofited for fervices promifed to be per¬ 
formed, or favours to be received, or which fhall hereafter be depofited,. 
lent, received, or paid into my hands or cuftody, or to any other per¬ 
fons in truft for me; nor knowingly permit or fuffer any other perfon 
or perfons to receive, take, or accept of the fame or any part thereof, 
by my authority or influence, from any King, Prince, Vizier, Munlub- 
dar. Nabob, Dewan, Fowzdar, Zemindar, or from any other perfon or 
perfons natural-born fubjeds of the Eaft Indies, China, Perfia, or 
Mocha, of what degree, nomination, or quality foever; or from any fer- 
vant, or agent, or council of any King, Prince, Vizier, Manfubdar, Na¬ 
bob, Dewan, Fowzdar, or Zemindar, exceeding the value or amount 
fpecified in cur covenants with the faid United Company j the full in¬ 
tent and meaning of this oath being, and I do moft folemnly fwear, that 
my full and true intent and meaning is, that in conjideration of the fum of 
one and one-eighth per cent . upon the revenues of Bengal, Bahar, and 
Orifla, (lave and except the revenues of the lands of the faid United 
Company at Culcutta, Burdwan, Midnapore, and Chittigong) to be paid 
to me in monthly, quarterly, or yearly payments, during the 
time Ifall continue to be P ref dent and Governor* of Fort William ; and 
likewife in confideration of my falary, ftated allowances, and commif- 
iion upon the mint, coral, and upon freight goods, and 10 per cent . 
intereft , or premium upon any fum or fums of. money I fliall or may 
hereafter lend, advance, or place out at intereft as before-mentioned ; no 
other emolument or advantage whatfoever fhall in any wife howfoever, 
direftly or indirectly, arife or accrue unto me, my heirs, executors, or 
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adminiftrators, or to any other perfon whatever, through favour or friend- 
fhip from me, either from my office, or for, or by reafon or means of the 
influence and authority I may have, as Prefident and Governor of t ort 
William. 

I FURTHER SWEAR, that I will not myfelf receive, or knowingly permit 
any other per Jon to receive any fee, gratuity , or advantage from the difpofal 
of anyplace, employment, or office, to any European or any other perfon 
whatever, in or out of the Company’s lervice ; and that I will not in 
any manner break through, or a£t in any refpeft, during the time I fall 
continue to be Preffdent and Governor of Fort William , contrary to any 
article, covenant, claufe, promife and agreement contained in, or the 
true intent and meaning of a certain indenture, bearing date this firjl 
day of OBober, One tBoufand feven hundred and Jixty-fx, and made, or 
mentioned to be made between the faid United Company of the one part, 
and me, Robert Lord Clive , on the other part, but that I will truly and, 
faithfully perform the fame. 

So help me God, 

{.Signed\ 

Sworn in open Court, at 
Fort William, in Bengal, 
the firf day of 0Bober, in the 
fixth year of the reign of 
King George the Third. 

John Holme , Regifter, 

Whereupon the faid deed, or writing • was publicly, audibly, and dif 
tinBly read over in the faid Court and immediately afterwards the faid 
affidavit, or oath in writing, was alfo publicly, audibly, and diflinftiy 
read over in the faid Court, and then and there duly taken and fworn 
to by him, the faid Robert Lord Clive, 


CLIVE. 
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No. XLVr. 

Copy of iiis Majesty’s Advocate, Attorney , and Solicitor General’s Report, 

Jugiijl 16, 175;. 


To the Right Honourable William Pitt, EYquire, one of his Majetty’s Prin¬ 
cipal Secretaries of State. 


S I R, 


I N obedience to your commands fignified to us by your Letter of the 
1 Oth of July laft, acquainting us. That the Secret Committee of the Eaji 
India Company had requeued you to affift them in an application to be made 
to his Majetty, for his approbation of the agreement made between his Ma- 
jetty's Admiral and officers in India , in regard to the divifion of anv plunder 
which may be made in Lidia, and taken from the Moors, and the Com¬ 
pany’s Governor and Council at Fort Saint George ; and that in conlequec'.*: 
of inch agreement his Majetty will be gracicuily plea fed to grant to the 
Company the moiety of the booty, which was to be depofited till his Ma- 
jetty’s royal pleafure Ihould be known ; and in the faid letter inclofing the 
Abitxadts delivered to you by the laid Committee, and further defiring that 
we will report to you, for his Majefty’s information, our opinion, how far 
the King can comply with the Company’s requeft: 

We have taken the faid agreement into our couiideration, and have here¬ 
with returned all the faid Extracts; and we are humbly of opinion, that this cafe 
does not in any part of Jt fall within the provwons made by the ttatute, of the 
29th year of his Majetty’s reign, for the encouragement of feamen ; inas¬ 
much as that law relates to captures made in the prefent war between his 
Majetty and the French King, and has no concern with the difputes and 
hoftilkies between the Eaft India Company and the Nabob of Bengal, 

It mutt therefore be judged by general rules of law and his Majetty a 
prerogative. 

And we are humbly of opinion, itt. That all fuch places as are retaken, 
return to the old dominion ; and confequently that tiie town and fettlemerit 
of Calcutta, within the former territorial limits, mutt lie rettored £0 the Eatt 
India Company. 

2d. That all fuch places as may be newly conquered in this expedition, 
accrue to the fovereign, and are vetted m his Majetty, by right of conqueft. 

That with refpedt to the moveable goods retaken, the property of all 
fuch was altered by the capture, and totally lott in the original owners, after 
a potteffion by the enemy for a limited time ; and confequently every thing 
within that defer]ption belongs to his Majetty, in whofe name, and under 
whofe protection, and by the afiiftance of whofe Fleet, the fame is regained. 
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4th. That by stronger reafon, all moveables and plunder of every kind 
fJrfl: taken and acquired from the enemy, either by land or fea, are vefted 
in his Majefty, fubjed to his power of dhpoiing, by virtue of his known 
prerogative. 

Upon thefe grounds we concur in opinion, that his Majefty, if he fiiall 
think fit in his Royal Wifdom, m$y comply with the Company’s requeft. 


Auguft 16 th, 1757. 


G. HAY. 

C. PRATT. 
C. YORKE. 


Signed 



IN obedience to your commands fignified to us by your letter of the 17th 
in ft ant, acquainting us, that you had laid our report of the preceding day 
before his Majefty, and that his Majefty was gracioufiy pleafed to declare his 
intention of granting to the Eaft India Company one moiety of the booty 
or ulunder to be taken from the Moors at Bengal in the Eaft Indies, and 
which had been agreed between Vice Admiral Watfon and the officers of 
the faid Company, to be depofited till his Majefty's pleafure fhould be 
known; and further defiring us to report to you, what will be the moft le¬ 
gal and effectual method of making fuch grant, and directing us to prepare 
a warrant for that purpose : 

We have taken the matter referred to us into confideration, and are of 
opinion, that the grant intended ought to be made by letters patent under 
the Great Seal, as being the moft proper and effectual method, and moft 
conformable to ufage in fimilar cafes. In confequence of this opinion, 
we have prepared the draft of a warrant for the bill, and annexed the fame 
to our report, with a fpecial clauie to prevent the grant from affeding any 
recaptures of the goods of private perfons, being his Majefty’s fubjeds, or 
others, trading in the Eaft Indies under his Majefty’s protediun; which 
claufe we humbly apprehend to be agreeable to his Majefty’s equity, and 
to his Royal and gracious purpofe fignified to us by you. 

AU which is fubmitted to your confideration. 


Auguft 31ft, 1757 



GEO. HAY. 
C. PRATT, 
C. YORKE. 


Draft 
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Draft of a Warrant for granting one Moiety of Booty, &c. to the Eaft 

India Company. 

Whereas application has been made to us, on behalf of the United Com¬ 
pany of Merchants trading to the Eaft Indies, reprefenting that they have 
been obliged to commence hoftilities in the Eaft Indies, again ft the Nabob 
of Bengal, for the recovery of the town and fettlement of Calcutta, taken 
from the faid Company by the forces of the faid Nabob, without any juft or 
lawful pretence, contrary to good faith and amity, and of the goods and 
valuable commodities belonging to the faid Company, and to many per- 
funs trading or refjding within the limits of the laid fettlement; and that 
the officers and agents of the faid Company at Fort Saint George have 
concerted a plan of operations with Vice Admiral Watfon and others, the 
commanders of our fleet, employed in thofe parts for regaining the laid 
town and fettlement, and the faid goods and valuable commodities, and ob¬ 
taining adequate fatisfadtion for their lodes,; and that it has been agreed be¬ 
tween the officers of the faid Company, on the one part, and our faid Vice 
Admiral and Commanders on board our faid fleet on the other part, af- 
Xembled in a council of war, that one moiety of all the plunder and booty, 
which ffiall be taken from the Moors, be fet apart for the ufe of the cap- 
tors ; and that the other moiety thereof ffiall be depofited till our royal 
pleafure be known : and whereas the faid Company have humbly befbught 
us, in compenfation for the great damage which they have fuftained, and of 
their great expences in fitting out and preparing an expedition for the pur- 
pofes before recited, that we will be gracioufly pleated to grant to the faid 
Company, and their fucceflbrs, all that moiety or part of the plunder and 
booty agreed to be depofited as aforefaid : we being willing and deflrous, in 
conflderation of the premiies, to condefcend to their requeft, our will and 
pleafure is, that you forthwith prepare a bill for our royal flgnature, to pafs 
our great feal of Great Britain, containing our grant unto the faid United 
Company of Merchants trading to the Eaft Indies, and their fucceflbrs, of 
one moiety of all the booty or plunder, ftiips, veflels, goods, merchandizes, 
treafure, and other things whatfoever, which in purfuance of the faid plan 
of operations concerted as aforefaid, have been, or ffiall be taken, or feized 
from the faid Nabob of Bengal, or any of the forces employed by him, or 
on his behalf, or from any of his fubjedts, allies, or adherents, excepting 
always out of our faid grant, all fuch ffiips, veflels, goods, merchandizes, 
treafure, and other things whatfoever, which have been forcibly taken or 
detained by the enemy from any of our fubjedts, or others, trading or re- 
liding within the limits of the faid town and fettlement, or in any manner 
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tinder our protection, and which have been, or fhall be retaken in confe- 
qucnce of the faid plan of operations, and of the faid expedition; it being 
agreeable to juftice and equity, and to our royal purpofe, that the fame fhall 
be reftored to the original owners refpcCtively, as far as may be, on payment 
of reafonable falvage ■, and it is our will and pleafure, that you do infert a 
claufe in the faid Bill, containing an exception to the effect aforefaid j and 
you are to infert in the faid bill, all fuch other claufes as you fhall judge 
neceflary, for making our faid grant moll firm, valid, and effectual. 

To our Attorney or Solicitor General. 

To the KING’S mod Excellent Majefty. 

The Humble Petition of the United Company of Merchants of England 

trading to the Eafl Indies, 

Moft humbly fhewetb, 

THAT by feveral charters or letters patent, granted by your Maje fly’s 
royal predeceffors to former Companies trading to the Eafl Indies, they had 
power to fend fhips of war to their fettlements in the Eafl: Indies, to raife 
and keep a military force, and to make peace or war with any princes or 
people, not chriflians, in any places of their trade j and alio to right and re- 
compenfe themfelves upon the goods, eftate, or people of thofe parts, by 
whom they Should fuftaih any injury, lofs, or damage, or upon any other 
people that fhould any way interrupt, wrong, or injure them in their trade, 
within the limits of their charter. 

That your petitioners, .by a charter of the i oth of the late King William 
the Third, and by your Majefty’s royal charter of the 26th year of your 
reign, have power to raife and maintain fuch a body of Handing forces at 
their feveral fettlements in the Eafl Indies, and fuch a number of feamen 
and fhips of defence, as fhall be neceffary for the fafeguard and defence of 
the fame ; and to take and furprize all and every perfon and perfons, with 
their fhips, armour, and ammunition, and other goods, as fhall in an hoftile 
manner invade or attempt the defeating or defiruftion of your petitioners 
fettlements, or your Majefly’s fubjedls, inhabiting therein, and upon juft 
caufe to invade and deflroy the enemies of the fame. 

That your petitioners have for feveral years part, at immenfe expence, 
been obliged to maintain very confiderable bodies of Handing forces, and a 
number of feamen and fhips of defence, to protect their fettlements and 
their allies, againfl the troubles which have for feveral years paft arifen in 
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different parts of India, and againft the French, when your Majefty has 
been engaged in a war againftthat crown; and the Nabob of Bengal, 
ha vino- latelv taken your petitioners fettlement at Fort William, at Calcutta, 
in Bengal, yonr petitioners, with the abidance of your Majefty s fleet, and 
fomeof your Majefty’s forces, in conjunction with forces raifed and paid by 
your petitioners at very great expence, have retaken the fa id place with con¬ 
fide rable booty and plunder, the greateft part whereof had been the property 
of your petitioners or their fervartts, or other inhabitants living under their 
protection, and which had before been taken from them by the Nabob ; one 
moiety of which plunder and booty is to be diftributed between the admiral, 
oflicers, andfeamen, in your Majefty’s and your petitioners fervice, according 
to certain agreements made between them and your petitioners Governor and 
Council at°Fort Saint George, and the other moiety was referved for your 
Majefty’s difpofal, who by your royal letters patent of the 19th of September 
laft, in compensation for the great damage fullained by your petitioners, and 
of their great expences- in fitting out and preparing the expedition for that 
purpofe, have been gracioufly plea fed to grant the fame to your petitioners 
for their own ufe, except fuch veflels, goods, merchandizes, treafure, and 
other things whatsoever, which had been forcibly taken.or detained by the 
enemy, from any of your fubjeCts or others, trading or reading within the 
limits of the faid town and fettlement of Calcutta, or in any manner under 
your Majefty’s protection, and which had been or fhould be retaken, which 
it was your Majefty s royal purpofe fhould be reftored to the original owners 
thereof, as far as might be, paying a reafonabie falvage. 

That by reafon of the national war with France, and their intrigues with 
the Governments in India, and for the pvefervation of your petitioners fettle- 
ments and trade, your petitioners, at much greater expence than their trade 
will bear, are obliged to keep and maintain a very confiderable force, both 
by land and at tea, to ad: as occaflon fhall require, and have acquired, or 
have aprofpeCt of acquiring from their enemies, the faid Nabob of Bengal and 
the French, fome diftriCts of land, which will be very convenient for car¬ 
rying on your petitioners trade for their own benefit, and to the advantage of 
your Majejlys revenues , and the common good of this kingdom f notwithftanding 
which, your petitioners are advifed, that it is doubtful whether fuch diftriCts 
of land, and the plunder and booty which may be conquered and taken by 
vour petitioners forces upon any occafton, either at land or upon the fea, do 
not belong unto your Majefty; and if fo, your petitioners will not only be at 
very great expence without any recompence but from your Majefty’s good- 
nefs, but are alfo deprived of the means to reward fuch officers and other 
per fens, as may eminently diftingufth themfelves in your petitioners fervice. 


Yo_ur 


APPENDIX. 179 

Your petitioners therefore moft humbly pray your Majefty, That to¬ 
wards compenfation of the great damages they have already, and may 
further fuftain, and of the very great expence and charge which your 
petitioners have been at, and mu ft ftill continue, your Majefty will be 
gracioufly pleafed to grant to your petitioners, for their own ufe, all 
fuch plunder and booty, fhips, veffels, goods, merchandizes, trcafurc, 
and other things whatfoever, which may be taken by any of your 
petitioners land or fea forces from any of your Majefty’s enemies, or 
from the Indian enemies of your petitioners, with the like exception 
as is contained in the faid letters patent of the 19th of September laft; 
and that your petitioners may hold and e?ijoy to them and their fucccjjors, 
fubjcol to your Majefty s right offovereig?ity in and over the fame, all fuch 
fortrejfes , di ft riels, and territories , within the limits of their trade, as 
they have acquired, or may hereafter acquire , from any nation , fate or 
people, by treaty , grant , or conquefi , with power to reftore, give up, 
and djfpofe of the fame, as they fhall from time to time fee occafion ; 
fubjedt neverthelefs to your Majefty’s dilpofition and pleafure, as to 
fuch lands as may be acquired by conqueft from the fubjedts of any 
European power, 

( L. S. ) 

Copy of the Attorney and Solicitor Generals Report, on the Petition of the 
Eaft India Company. December 24th, 1757. 

To the KING's moft Excellent Ma jesty. 

May it pleafe Your Majefty, 

I N humble obedience to your Majefty’s Commands, fignified to us by the 
right honourable Mr. Pitt, one of your Majefty’s Principal Secretaries of 
State, in his letter of the 3d inftant, inclollng the annexed petition delivered 
to Your Majefty on behalf of the Eaft India Company, and diredting us to 
take the laid petition into our confideration, and report our opinion to Your 
Majefty, how far it may be legal and advifeable to grant the feveral tilings 
defired by the Company in their faid petition, and alfo, whether there are any 
and what objedtions thereto; and, in cafe we fhall be of opinion, that fuch 
grants are legal and may be advifeable, and no material objedtion fhall appear 
thereto, further commanding us to prepare the proper draught of a warrant 
for Your Majefty’s Royal Signature, and to tranfmit the fame, with our re¬ 
port, to be laid before Your Majefty for your approbation: 

' [ Z 2 ] We 
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We have taken the faid petition into our confideration, and have been at¬ 
tended by iome of the principal gentlemen in the direction of the laid Com¬ 
pany and their agents, with copies of their charters, and extiar-s hom die 
fame : and having heard all which they thought proper to alledge in iupport 
or explanation of their faid petition, we beg leave humbly to reprefent to 
Your Majefty, 

That the prayer of die petition confifts of two parts; 

T. That Your Majefty will bc-pleafed to grant to the Eall India Company, 
and their fucceffors, all filch plunder and booty as may be taken by any of 
their land or fea forces from any of Your Majefty’s enemies, or the Indian 
enemies of the faid Company, with the like exception as is contained in four 
letters patent of the 19th September laft. 

II. That they may hold and enjoy, fubjedt to Your Majefty’s right of fo- 
vereignty, all luch fortreffes, dHindis, and territories, as they have acquired, 
or may hereafter acquire, from any nation, ftate, or people, by treaty, grant, 
or conqueft, with power to reftore, give up, and difpofe of the fame, as they 
fhall, from time to time, fee occalion ; fubjeft neverthelefs to Your Majefty’s 
difpofition and pleasure* as tofuch lands as may be acquired by conqueft from 
tbefubjedls of any European power. 

The grounds on which the petition is preferred, are thefe : That the plun¬ 
der of all goods and perfonal things, taken from the enemies of Your Ma¬ 
jefty, or of the Company, by their forces, not being granted to the Company, 
they cannot lawfully apply it, either to reward thofe officers in their fervice 
who have deferved well, or to make compenfation to themfelves for their 
great Ioffes and expences, by applying part of it to their own ufe ; and they 
apprehend it to be extremely doubtful, whether fortreffes or territories, ac¬ 
quired by treaty, grant, or conqueft, can be retained or held, or can be re- 
ftored or given up by treaty, or otherwife, without reforting, in every in fiance, 
to Your Majefty, for your royal grant er licence. 

As to the firft part of the prayer of their petition, concerning captures of 
goods and fliips, we are humbly of opinion, that Your Majefty’s legal pre¬ 
rogative enables you, by letters patent, under the Great Seal, to make luch 
grant, both in prefent and in future; and we think no juft objection can 
be made to it, provided it be accompanied with an exception of all recap¬ 
tures of the goods of private perfons trading under Your Majefty’s protection, 
agreeably to a claufe contained in your letters patent of the 19th. of Sept, 
laft, and likewife with fame other reftriCtions. 

The firft reftridtion we propofe is, to confine the grant to the cafe of cap¬ 
tures made in the Eaft Indies, within the limits of the former charters | 
it teeming belt to leave all other captures accidentally made by Eaft India 
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fhipa, not within the limits of their trade and fettlements, to the general 
rules of law, or the temporary progifions of Parliament. : 

The fecond reftridion propofed is, to confine the grant to captures made 
in a defenfve 'war, or during dfate of hojllllty commenced merely for the 
proieSlion of their trade and ft/kmeats. This is agreeable to the terms 
and intention of all the charters given to the Company by Your Majefly, 
or Your Royal predecciTors. which empower them to make war in the 
Eaf Indies, only to re corap enfo themfdves for lofes, or to repel invaders. 

The third reftridion propofed is, to confine the grant to captures made 
bv the Company’s forces, ading alone, and not in conjundion with thole 
commiffioned by Yhur Majefty’s authority, which will leave it in Your 
Majefly’s breaft, in cafes of joint expeditions, to diilhbute the plunder or 
prizes made, amongft the officers, foldiers and feamcn in Your own fer- 
vice, and thole employed by the Company, according to their refpedive 
merits, in fuch manner as may be moft agreeable to Your Royal wil'dom. 

As to the latter part of the prayer of the petition, relative to the holding 
or retaining fortreffes, or diftrids, already acquired, or to be acquired by 
treaty, grant, or conqueft, we beg leave to point out fome diflindions upon it. 

In refped to fuch places as have been, or fhall be acquired by treaty* 
or grant from the Mogul, or any of the Indian Princes, or governments* 
Your Majefty’s letters patent are not necefTary, the property of the foil veiling 
in the Company by the Indian grants, fubjed only to Your Majefly’s right 
of fovereignty over the fettlements, as Englifh fettlements, and over the 
inhabitants, as Englifh fubjeds, who carry with them Tour Majefys laws, 
wherever they form colonies , and receive Tour Majefys protedhon , by virtue 
of Tour Royal Charters. In refped to fuch places as have lately been 
acquired, or fhall hereafter be acquired by conquefl, the property, as well 
as the dominion, vefis in Tour Majefly, by virtue of Tour known prerogative 
and conlequently, the Company can only derive a right to them, through 
Your Majefly’s grant: But we iubmit our humble opinion to Your Majefly, 
that it is not warranted by precedent , nor agreeable to found policy, nor to 
the tenor of the charters which have been laid before us, to make fuch a general 
grant, not only of paf, but of future contingent comquefs, made upon any 
power , European or Indian , to a trading company. Many objeBions occur 
to it, more material to be weighed than explained. If at anytime the Eaft 
India Company, in the profecution of their juft rights, fhall chance to 
conquer a fortrefs or diftrid, which may be convenient for carrying on 
their trade , and is afterwards either ceded to them by treaty, or proper 
to be maintained by force, it is time enough to relort to Your Majefly for 
Your Royal grant, whenever the cafe arifes. At the fame time, we mull 
do juftice to the honourable intentions of thofe who preferred dais pe¬ 
tition 
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tion to Your Majefty, in faying, That as foon as the obje&Ions were inti¬ 
mated, they readily acquiefced, and exprefled themfelves much more 
anxious, for the fake of obtaining a clear rule for the direction of their 
officers in India, to have their doubts explained, as to their powers of 
restoring or furrendering places conquered; and to know, whether the 
Company is enabled, by any of tbeir prefen t charters, to yield up con quells 
made on the Indian Princes or Governments by treaty, without Your Majefty’s 
licence in every in/lance j the procuring of which might he attended with 
great delay in preffing exigences. In anfwer to this doubt fo Hated, we 
are humbly of opinion, that the Royal charters, granted to the Company, 
having repeatedly given them the powers of making peace as well as 
war with the Indian Princes or Governments, it is incident to the power 
of making peace, to be enabled to reftore conquefts, or things taken in 
war, other wife they would have the power to make peace, without the 
means of obtaining it. But to remove all poffible doubts, we think it will 
not be improper (if it fhali be Your Majefty’s pleafure) to explain their 
powers of making peace, by a claufe to be inferted in the letters patent 
propofed, enabling them to make ceffions of new conquefts, acquired from 
any of the Indian Princes or States, during the late troubles between the 
Eaft India Company and the Nabob of Bengal, or which final! be acquired 
in time coming, with an exprefs exception, agreeably to the prayer of their 
petition, of any fettlements or territories conquered from the fubjetfls of 
any European power, leaving the fame open to be difpofed of in all 
cafes, according to Your Royal wifdom. 

This explanation will be agreeable to the plan of former charters, in 
which we beg leave to obferve to Your Majefty, that the general power of 
making war is further explained and followed by particular deferiptions of 
the hoftilities which the Company may exercife againft their enemies. 
But the power to make peace is not extended by any fueh defeription. 

This being our opinion, we have prepared the draught of a warrant 
accordingly, and have annexed the fame to our report, in obedience to 
Your Majefty’s commands. 

All which is moft humbly fubmitted to Your Majefty’s Royal wifdom. 


Dec. 24, 1757. 


Signed, 


C. PRATT. 
C. YORKE. 


Warrant 


APPENDIX. 



Warrant for Grant, &c. Propofod by his Majefty's Attorney and So¬ 
licitor General, in their Report of the 24th December t 1757, and 
approved and figned the 26th. 

GEORGE R. 

O U R Will and Pleafure is. That you forthwith prepare a Bill for Our 
Royal Signature, to pafs our Great Seal of Great Britain , containing 
Our Grant unto the United Company of Merchants of England trading to 
the Eajl Indies , and their Succeflbrs, of all fuch booty or plunder, Ihips, 
veflels, goods, merchandizes, treafure, and other things whatfoever,. 
which, fince Our Letters Patent of the 19th day of September laft, have 
been or fhall be taken or feized from any of the enemies of the faid Com¬ 
pany, or any of our enemies in the Eajl Indies , by any Ihips or forces of 
the faid Company, employed by them, or on their behalf, within any pla¬ 
ces or limits of their trade, prelcribed to them by,any of the Charters 
granted by Us, or any of our Royal Predeceflors; provided always, that 
the faid plunder or booty, as aforefaid, be taken or feized, during wars 
or hoftilities, begun and carried on, in order to right and recompenfe the 
faid Company, upon the goods, eftate, or people of thofe parts, from 
whom they fhall fuflain, or fhall have juft and well-grounded caufe to 
fear any injury, lofs, or damage, or upon any other people, who fhall 
interrupt, wrong, or injure them in their faid trade, within the limits of 
their laid Charter, or to injure our fubjeCts or others trading or redding 
within the faid Settlements, or in any manner under our protection, with¬ 
in the faid places or limits; and further provided always that the booty or 
plunder as aforefaid be taken in wars, hoftilities, or expeditions, begun, 
undertaken, carried on, and completed by the forces raifed and paid by 
the faid Company alone, or by the foips employed at their foie expence; 
Paving Our Prerogative Royal, to diftribute the faid plunder or booty in 
fuch manner and proportions'as We fhall think fit, in all cafes where any 
of the forces by land or fea, of us and Our Succeflbrs, fhall be ap¬ 
pointed and commanded to a£t in conjunction with the fhips and forces 
of the faid Company ; and excepting always out of our faid Grant all l'uch 
fhhips, veflels, goods, merchandizes, treafure and other things whatfo¬ 
ever, which have been or fhall be forcibly taken or detained by the enemy 
from any of Our fubjedis, or others trading or reflding within the places 
or imits aforefaid under Our protection, and which have been or fhall be 
retaken in confequence of any wars, hoftilities, or expeditions as afore¬ 
faid i it being agreeable to joffice and equity, and to Our Royal purpofe, 
that the fame fhall be reftored to the original owners refpeclively, as far as 
may be, on payment of reafonable falvage. And it is our further will and 
1 ' ' pleafure 
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pleafure, that you do Infert a claufe or claufes in the faid bill, enabling the 
faid Company, by any treaty or treaties of peace, made or to be made 
between them, or any of their officers, Servants, or Agents, employed 
on their behalf, and any of the Indian Princes or governments, to cede, 
reftore, or difpofe of any fortrefles, diftridls, or territories, acquired by 
conqueft from any of the faid Indian Princes or governments during the 
late troubles between the faid Company and the Nabob of Bengal, or 
which ffiall be acquired by conqueft in time coming. Provided always, 
that the faid Company ffiall not have any power or authority whatfoever, to 
cede, reftore, or diipofe of, any fettlements, fortrefles, districts, or territories, 
conquered from the fubjedts of any European power, without the fpecial 
licence and approbation of us and our fucceffors. And it is our will and 
pleafure, that you do infert in the faid bill, all fuch other claufes as you 
ffiall judge neceflary for. making our faid grant moft firm, valid, and 
effedtual: And for fo doing, &e. Dated the 26th December, 1757. 

To our Attorney and 

Solicitor General, By His Majefty’s Command. 

Signed W, PITT, 


FINIS. 


